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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME 11. 


Volume II covers a period commencing with the 
23rd April 1746, and ending with the 18th October 
of the same year — something under six months — 
and yet the record of this brief space of time forms 
a volume as large as that of the preceding nine yeai’s 
and seven months, and contains but little in the way 
of petty details. 

The central point of interest in the portion 
of the Diary now placed before the reader is the 
capture of Madras by the French. Close around 
this lies the record of what occurred in connection 
with that event, immediately before and after it took 
place, and of the quarrels and jealousies which the 
appearance of dela Bourdonnais on the scene caused 
between him and Dupleix. I venture to think that 
the vivid descriptions of these latter which this 
contains, and the apparently truthful accounts which 
Eanga Pillai gives of his conversations with Dupleix 
regarding de la Bourdonnais, will prove of interest ; 
and may, perhaps, in a measure assist in clearing 
points upon which history seems uncertain. Apart 
from the seizure of Madj-as, of which, as the diarist 
was not a spectator of it and had no one on the 
spot to furnish him with particulars, he has given 
but a brief account, much that is interestingf, and in 
some cases amusing, is recorded by him. 
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It is evident that, although he had not yet been 
appointed chief dubash at the date on which the 
present volume closes, he had then become a power 
in Pondichery, and had gained the confidence of its 
Governor to an extraordinary degree. That this 
latter was the case, is evidenced not only by the 
way in which Dupleix sent for and consulted him 
on all manner of subjects, including his private 
affairs, but also by the unreserved tone in which he 
conversed with him regarding de la Bourdonnais, 
and the freedom of speech in which he indulged 
when doing so. 

Ranga Pillai writes, at some length, in an enter- 
taining and instructive manner, and with shrewd 
comments thereupon, of the many intrigues which 
took place with regard to the appointment of chief 
dubash, the prominent part which Madame Dupleix 
assumed in these, and the unblushing way in which 
she bargained for bribes to herself and her husband. 

In addition to matter of this nature, there will 
be found in this volume much that is illustrative of 
the men and manners, both European and Native, of 
the India of the period to which it relates. 

I trust that it will be acknowledged by those 
who read it, and have perused its predecessor, that 
the promise which I held out in the general intro- 
duction at the beginning of the latter has, to some 
degree at any rate, been redeemed. 


OOTACAMUND, 

2iovember 2Srd, 1906. 


J. F. P. 
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la Bourdonnais — Those given in return— Hono'irs paid to them on 
defarture — French fleet sails in search of English — Gcvernor grants 
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Governor sends for M. Paradis, who cannjt be found — Ketail prices 
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Annapurna A iyan has offered Governor and her bribes to obtain the 
courtiership, and remarks that he is incompetent — Speaks flatter- 
ingly of fitness of diarist — And assures him of her support — He 
expresses his gratitude — She mentions her precautions not to { re- 
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Governoi and M. Paradis again visii M. de la Bourdonnais — 
Former sups with his wife at Ariyankuppam, and returns home — 
Diarist submits to Governor decision in a certain suit, and reccive'a 
instiuctions thereon — Letter to Governor from Ghulatn Husain — 

After alluding to certain financial matters, it asks assistance by sea 
against the Dutch — And promises, in return, to make over ceitaiii 
ports at present possessed by that nation — Governor laughs on 
hearing this, and does not order reply — Message sent by Madame 
Barneval to the Governor — Informs him of contemptuous language 
of English at Madras with regard to the recent attack on shipping 
there — And asks why French withdrew — News regarding alarm of 
English contained in letter of person conveying message from 
Madame Barnevel — Governor asks diarist what Ghulam Husain has 
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expedition, begs diarist to look carefully to invcs^raeuts made for 
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what occurred after Frmch readied Mylaporo — And whut took 
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depieciatcry remarks regarding Muhammadans — And observes 
that conquest of India would be easy if it consisted of independent 
kingdoms — Diarist suggests that sniiall force, which lie names, 
would be sufficient to oust the Muhammarlans — Governor replies 
that h-ilf of this would be sufficient — Letter to Tauappa Mndali 
intimates investment of Madras — And action of Engli^sh thereupon 
— Governor communicates tnis news to the Council, etc. — Kemyiks 
of diarist on hearing i< — Goven or concurs with them, and asks 
information regarding fort, etc. — Letter to Governoj from Mala'- - 
Keports that seven ships are on their way to Pondicherv — Elation 
of Governor — Letter from M. de la Bourdonnais — En^ageuipnt of 
M. de la Touche — Diarist congratulates him — Business transactions 
with M. Cornet —Urgent letter to Gov<*rnor from Xa^ab desiring" 
that French will desist from attacking Madras— Governor directs 
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courteous, but equivocal, reply to be sent — Informs diarist of 
receipt of letter from M. de la Bourdonnais — And comments on 
conduct of English reported therein— Diarist Bjicaks flatteringly to 
Governor — Who replies — Diarist continues his flattery — Tells 
Governor of prophecy of Brahman that he would capture Madras — 
Governor remarks on intelligence of Brahmans — Diarist states 
Brahman foretold that Governor would be created a marshal — And 
explains why he concluded that this was what the Brahman meant 
— Governor thanks him — 1 harist informs him that his great deeds 
are the snbjeot (if song — Governor imjiutes this to him — Conversa- 
tion on the subject — Diarist states what the songs contain — Gov- 
ernor again imputes them to him — And directs the singing of them 
before him and Madame Dnp’eis — Defers this to next day — 
Xarayana Pillai details ctjnversation with Governor reg irding the 
songs— Reply of diarist — Performance suddenly ordered —The 
audience — S ng translated to Governor by Madame Dupleix — 
Contents of it — Governor desires certain alterations — Directs 

singers to perform again after revision — Delight of audience 

better to Governor from Madras — Intimates capture of Foit St. 
George — Governor causes salutes to be fired — Aunonnees pnbiiclv 
the news — .\nd lh(t Governor, etc , made prisoners — Thanksgiving 
service held — Subsequent proceedings — The people attend to 
congratulate Governor — Who orders distribution of siigar-caii.lv 
and directs iilumiuatioi s, etc. —Promises diarist to grant any 
lequests that he may make— Those made all granted — Company’s 
merchants, etc., reque.st permission to build wall round a temple— 

Govern-or promises to consider the matter, but finally consents 

Parade of troops, and firing of salutes - Day, one of rejoicing 297 322 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PROM tiEPTEMBER UTH, ITJfG, TO SEPTEMBER SOTH, 17^6. 

M. Dtilaurens deputed to Madras -Eeason for this —Governor 

asks diarist whether he knows of any one to send there, to assist 

He names a man — Governor appoints M. Dulauretis, etc., to offices 

in Madras — M. Dulaurens promises to befriend diarist’s brother 

Diarist writes letter of advice - Governor tells him that his brother 
should be recalled— He consults Gdpalaswami, a diviner -Goes 
again to Governor and asks for an inquiry — Governor leads to him 
a letter from M. d’Espremenil accusing his brother of neglect of 
duty — He remonstrates, but Governor remaius firm— Goes with 
Gopalaswami to his warehouse -Sees M. Paradis— Compliments 
him on his success— Council held— After it, diarist, following 
M. Paradis home, addresses him flatteringly— M. Paradis speaks 
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in highest] terms of diarist’s brother — Diarist teils him ivhat 
M. d’Espr^meni! lias ^v^itteu — He promises to set matters right'— 
And to write to M. d’Espremenil — TellH liim to send certain instruc- 
tions to iiis brother — He does so — Trouble caused by an elephant 
dealer and others — Arunachla Chetti telle diaidst that the Council 
is holding a very late sitting — And that foundering of a French 
ship with captured treasure is being considered — M. Paradis 
informs diarist that he has written concerning his brother- And 
will speak to the Governor — Letter lo diarist from hi other— 
Complains of overwork, etc., and intimates his early return — 
Governor talks with diarist regarding hi^ brother — Gives certain 
instructions for conjniunicatiou to him -He writes urging his 
brother to remain at Madras — M. de la Bonnlouuais forw'ards to 
Governor letter from Mahfuz Khan — Governor sends a reply, as 
though from M. de la Bourdonnais — This justihes attack on Madras 
— And declines to retire — Chanda Sahib’s people ask Governor for 
certain supplies — And lequest that rttiing reception may be 
accorded to widow of Dost ’All Khan — Company’s merchants ask 
Governor for certain money due to them — He reprimands them for 
doing so— Directs them to wear long robes — And informs tliem 
that they must purchase from him the goods taken at Madras — 
They prefer request that prices of betel and tobacco may be lowered 
— Governor converses with diarist on the subject- -Remarks of 
diarist with regard to Vasud^ca Pandit — Governoi declares he will 
notrevoke an order once passed — Reprimands Vasudeva Pagdit, who 
promises to reduce his prices— Governor indisposed —Letters to 
ISTawab and others intimating captuie of Madi‘as — Polite message 
to Kawab requesting him to prohibit advance of Mabfuz Khan on 
Madras — Governor sends for diarist, who tinds him couversing with 
the engineer, and retires — Arunachla Chetti and others, on their 
way to Madras, take leav’e of diarist — VVlio writes regarding them 
to his brother, and sends him a message — Sama Rao reports airival 
at the agraharam, of widow’ of Dost ‘Ali Kh an — Details attentions 
which she desires should be accorded to her — I'hey go to Governor’s 
house, and meet Chinna Mudali, etc. — He intimates to Governor 
the arrival at the choultry of the widow'- Couveisatinn as to the 
attentions which she desires — Governor declines to meet her at 
town gate — He converses apart with diarist — Refers to gifts made 
by the lady to M. Dumas — And desires diarist to arrange matters 
with those accompanying her — Promises to meet the widow at the 
to>vn gate — Diarist carries out Uie instructions given to him — 
Promise of payment of any sum fixed by him — GovCrnoi directs 
diarist to set out with others to conduct the visitors to Pumlicherv 
— This done — Governor receives the party at the town gate — And 
accompanying it for some distance, leaves diarist to conduct it ti» 
its destination — Governor sends supplies to the lady— Imprison- 
ment of beaver of letter to M. de Bury — Governor places restrictions 
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ou trausmissiuli of [otters by post — Ariisal of Murxe Gerliude — 
lietter to Governor from Madras reports that W. He la Bourdonnais 
disregards his ordets. is placing the plunder of Madras on board 
his ships and has rttnsomed the tort for 11 lakhs of pagodas- 
M, d’Espremenil a id others said to have gone to Mylapore — better 
from M. de la Bourdonnais states measuies which he is taking- 
And terms of ransom — Anger of Governor at this — He writes tetter 
to Madras — Meeting of all the Europeans, excepting Governor — 
Decision arrived at at this — Refers to inimical conduct of English-' 

And to fleet fitted out by M. de la Bourdonnais to resent this — 
Alleges that iu eugagcinent with English this tied — Alludes to the 
gloomy aspect of affairs — I’he prompt and energetic action taken 
hy M. Dupleix to retrieve matters — The establishment by him of 
Erench power at Karikal— His treatment of envoy of the Nizam — 

The effect of this on the people of Madras, etc. — The fame which he 
acquired — The assistance afforded by him to JI. de la Bourdonuais 
— The abject conduct of the Date!, towards the Krench — The 
failure of the fleet to pursue certain English ships — The prepara- 
tions made before retiun of fleet for an expedition — The excuse 
made by M. de la Bourdonnais, to avoid being sent to attack Madras 
— The renionstraacos of the Governor — The indifference of M, de 
la Bourdonnais — The tirst expedition to .Madras — The speech made 
by M. Dupleix to M. de la Bourdonnais — The reply of M. de la 
Bourdonnais — The resolve of M. Duldeix to capture Madias- -And 
his undertakiug to bear the eiitiie responsibility — The meetiug 
attributes capture of Madras to ability of ,M. Dupleix— And 
questions right of M, de la Bourdonnais to ransom it— All the 
Europeans wait on Governor — And protest against restitiitioii of 
Fort Saint Ge.jrge by M. de la Bourdonnais — Governor sends by 
M. Faiadis eto., despatch to M. de la Bourdonnais forbidding 
further action ^ 323 — 353 


CHAPIER XXIX. 

FROM OCTOBER 1ST. 1~^6, TO OGTOBEB lOTH, 1746. 

Anger of Governor at conduct of M. dc la Bouidonnais 
Governor occupied with Conned, etc. and therefore unable to see 
diarist and others— Iu consequence of attitude of M. dc la Bonr- 
donnais, M. d’Espremeuil invested with supreme power at Madras — 
Imprisonment of M. dc la Bourdonnais, if be refuse to recognise 
this, ordered — Speculations of Governor and others as to whether 
he will obey — Talk as to expected arrival of ships from Mahe — 
Banns of marriage of M dc la Touche and Mademoiselle Astruc 
published — Diarist waits on M. Dubois — Who condemns the conduct 
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of M. de la Bourdonnais — Expresses belief that he has rendered 
himself liable to punishment — And the opinion that expected de- 
spatches will throw further light on the matter — Letters to G-overnor 
from Baja of Travancore, and French priests — The former refers 
to battle between French and English fleets — GoTernor angry with 
Tanappa Mndali for persisting in translating this — He withdraws 
— Governor mentions to diarist doings of M. de la HourJonnais — 

Whom he accuses of enriching himself with spoils of Madras-- 
Further ooaversation — IMM. de Mainville and Bouchet arrive from 
Madras — Former returns with desprtch fmra Council — Letters 
from M. d’Espresnenil and orh<‘rs — Account in these of interview 
between M. Paradis, etc., and M. de la Bourdonnais — And couse- 
ijuent discussion — Letters report also that saptemc authority then 
edaimed for M d’Esprem.hiil — That attacking force was called upon 
to take oath of allegiance— That M de la Bourdonnais w'as called 
upon to submit on pain of arrest — That M. d’Espremenil took 
charge — And that Mr. Morse and others were informed that they 
were prisoners — Oouuoil forwards replies — Sits again, and send." 
another dei=!patch— Diurist fails to see Governor— Writes to his 
brother — Sends for certain elephant dealers — Settles accounts with 
them— And takes receipts — Misfortun«''s ot Muttaiya Filial — He 
applies for permission to reside at Poiidichery — This granted on 
certain conditions— Council meets, and forwards despatches to 
Madras — Sifting resumed, and further despatches sent — Peons sent 
out by Madame Dupleix to seize oil letters from Madras— Rein- 
forcement for Madras — .1. Bonneau* who had been imprisoned 
l)y M. de la Bourdonnais, returns — On his arrival, Council held — 

M. de la Touche tells diarist how M. de la Bourdonnais invited 
M. d’Espremenil, etc., to dinner — Made an excuse for embarking 
the troops — And on their objecting, arrested some, and continued 
the embarkation — Opinion of M. do la Touche as to intentions of 
M. de la Bourdonnais — He refers to action of M. Dupleix — And to 
the effect of the disobedience of M. de la Bourdonnais — Movements 
of ships which left France in February 1740 — Arrival of three of 
these — The cargoes landed from them — The sliips bring news of 
the war between English and French, and successes of the latter — 

AI. Dumas rep»orted to be in good health — M. Dupleix proposes to 
visit Madras— Opinion of diarist on this point — He furni-shes Snga 
Sing with a draft '-Ofticor sent with despatch ro M. de la Bonr- 
donnais -News of disiuissals of (.'omptrolier (Icncrahaud ?l. do Pulvy 
— Return of Muttaiya Pillai — \ccomit of his previon^; conduct — His 
return an illusti ati'^n of the powerlo«!«*ne8s of the human will— Why 
he (led to Vazhudavnr And there decided to return toPondiehery 
— Every one visits him on his return — Diarist finds him much 
changed — His reiurn n source f»f rejoicing to all. save a few — 
Arrange DC ents regarding certain records Af d’Auteuil returnsfrom 
Madras — Letters from diarist’s brother — These state that M. de la 
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Bolirdonnais had proclaimed rendition of the fort — Had told the 
merchants that they should obtain their keys from Mr. Morse — 

And was hurriedly shipping merchandise — Also mention amount of 
treasure found in the fort, and how disposed of~One of the letters 
gives conversation with M. Paradis, and begs for recall —Diarist 
sends replies — Brother’s letter reports death of Francisco Pereira 
— Loss occasioned to diarist by this — History of this man — His 
dishonest conduct, and flight to Arcot- His treachery to his master, 
Chanda Sahib — His subsequent career, and death— Medical attendant 
of V. Narasinga Baja observes alarming symptoms and returns 
to Pondichery — States to diarist that case is hopeless— Congratu- 
lations to Governor from Taqi Sabib, etc., on fall of Madras — He 
refuses to allow this to be translated— Beason for this — What M. de 
la Bonrdonnais did at Madias to defeat intentions of M. Dupleix — 

His conduct towards the Governor — Steps taken by him to secure 
the spoils of Madras for himself— Estimates of the plunder obtained 
by him — Diaiist sets this down at a crore of pagodas — Capture of 
Madras entirely due, in his opinion, to M. Dupleix— M. de la Bonr- 
donnais considered to have snapped up the fruits of this— The loss 
hy M. Dupleix of this opportunity attributed to perverse fate — 
Amount of ransom paid liy English — Bepnrt of early iptnrn ot ,M. 
d’Esprem^nil .. .. ... ... ... ;i54— 


CHAPTER XXX. 

FROM OCTOBER IITH, 17^.6, TO OCTOBER ISTR, I746. 

Wedding of M. de la Touche and Mademoiselle Astruc- M. aud 
Me. Dupleix attend — No rejoicings— Presents made by diarist-- 
M.Labougie arrives from Madraa, and Council held— Letters to 
diarist from Arcot mention illness of Nawab, and other news — 
Bearers of these state that complaint made agaiust him to Diwau — 
And inform him of reply of his agent when questioned — Piai isr writes 
letters to Appaji, etc., denying the charge — Encloses oopv of letter 
from Governor on the subject- And asks them to settle matters 
by bribing the Kotwal — Writes letters concernint;- certain water 
dispute — Arrival of M. Melville from Madras — Brings news of 
doings of M. de la Bonrdonnais — And of arrival at Mylapore of 
M. d’Esprfimfinil and others — Diarist’s brother writes Intimating 
arrival at Mylapore — Low spirits of Governor — Letter from Madras 
.states that English concealed 2 lakhs of pagodas — That M. de la 
BonrdoTinai.s, summoning Mr. Morse and others, reproached them, 
destroyed the treaty, and made theni prisoners— Belauded trooos 
and reoe'eupied Madras — -And then wrote to At. Dupleix requesting 
return to Madras of officials —Council orders this — M. de la Tour 
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and others arrive from Madras, and are gent there aguiti— Governor 
forwards letters tc Madras — Letter fiom diarist’s brother intimates 
departure from Madras of M. d’Espremenil — And states that he has 
been left with il. Dulaurens, etc , and cannot accompany them if 
they go to iladras — M. Paradis and others arrive — And explain to 
Governor reason for their return — Departure of M. Bartheleniy, 
etc., postponed, but M. de la Tonr, etc., start —Boisterous weather 

— Diarist therefore does not visit Governor, — tVIio goes to the 
beach to watch the storm — And then returns home — Diarist’s 
brother arrives, and deaires to see Governor — Diarist sends him in 
advance, and joins him — Governor having gone out, they await 
his arrival — He asks diarist's brother why he returned — He explains 
— Governor makes remark touching M, de la Hourdonnais — Diarist, 
seeing that this is misunderstood, asks brother a question — Gov- 
ernor asks diarist why M. de la Boiirdonnais imprisoned the Arme- 
nians- -His reply— -Asks how much M. dela Boiirdonnais made — Dia- 
rist names 10 lakhs of pagodas— Discussion on this point — Supposed 
gains of M.de la Villehague — And of his servant — Diarist and brother 
depart — Letters to Governor from MM. de la Bourdonnais and 
d’Espremenil — Condition on which former will arrange not to restore 
Madras to English — Council sends emergent despatch to Madras — 
Return of M. Avice with reply to a letter to M. de la Bonrdnunais 

— Contents of this unknown to diarist — His remarks as to discord 
created by capture of Madras — -And his ill-luck, and thar of his 
brother, in gaining nothing by it — Council sits — Diarist visits ,\1M. 
de la Touche and Dubois and then goes to Governor’s house— And 
thence to his storehouse — '\V. Tiruv^ngada Pillai brings a letter from 
Kandappan — This gives an account of a dispute with certain 
persons— Diarist takes it to. Tiruv^ngada Pillai— Who denies the 
allegations which it contains — Keply to this effect sent — Diarisi 
reverts to the subject of M. do la Bourdonnais — Mentions letter 
in which he stated that lie has restored Madras to English--And 
that this was sent before reprimand of Conncil reached him — This 
the reason for recent meeting of Conncil- His remark on disgrace 
arising from conduct of M. de la Bourdonnais — M. de la Bourdon- 
nais sends order that ships i.f M. Dordelin shall nut remain at Pondi- 
ohery— Action of the captains on receqit of this — Direotiuiis of 
Govern .r to them — He orders meeting of Council, hut counter- 
mands it, and holds one with the caiit.tiiis — Eetlections on conduct 
of M. de la Bourdonnais- -Talk that if it becomes known in France 
he will be hanged — Views of Europeans as to reasons why he does 
so much mischief — Opinion of diarist as to his chances of escaping 
punishment — Two sailors break into the mission churcli— Account of 
capture of one, and escape of othei — Articles found with the man 
captured — Statement of the priest to police — Thief consigned to 
prison — Council assembleil, and captains attend— Beported to have 
agreed to obey the Council — Alleged appointment of M. Paradis to 
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command a certain expedition — Diarist receives letters from Madras 
— These describe capture there of Englisli ship — And state nature 
and value of her cargo — Also mention occurrence of two storms — 

The stranding of Marie Qerirude. and wreck of Dutch ship — The 
uncertainty as to fate of the fleet — The salutes accorded to MM. 
d’Espr^meoil and de la Bourdonnais— The action taken there by M, 
de la Bourdonnais regarding the merchants — And his rapacity 
Letters from jlM d’Esprem4nil and de la Bourdonnais to Governor 
refer to the storms — Ruraonrs of commencement of hostilities 
against Dutch — Governor of Negapatam said to have proclaimed ont- 
bieak of war And to be equipping fort - Diarist hears that meeting 
of Conncil has been summoned — Proceeds to his storehouse, and 
mee''s there certain persons — Learns that Council lias decided that 
fleet should proceed to Mah6 — And cannot at present return to 
France — Letters to Governor from MM. d’Espr^menil and de la 
Bourdonnais— L.'tter to diarist from Madras refers to wreck of the 
Bourbon — Mf-ntions that there was cargo on board Marie Qert-'ude 
and a sloop when wrecked — States that M. de la Bourdonnais is 
overwhelmed with cares — And that certain persons have returned— 
Further, asks whether writer should return to Pondiohert — Reply 
of diarist — Eeportet apology of M. de la Bourdonnais to Governor 
— Alleged remarks of Ctovernor thereon — Belief of diarist as to 
why Beaveii sent the storm at Madras — Popular opinion thereon — 
Reflections of diarist — News of Nawab, etc. from Arcot — Ships 
supplied with water —Alleged landing of part of cargo of a ship — 
Remarks of diarist regarding the ungrateful conduct of Tanappa 
Mudali— Ceitainty that this will meet wiih divine vengeance ... .179 — 405 


Appkxdix.— A ccount of the first attack made by the French on 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

FROM APRIL SJR^, 17^6, TO MAYllTU, 17^0. 

Death, of son of Xachauna Pillai — Traders imprisoned for deLfc leleased — 
Tandavarayan and Kaman freed at intercession of diarist — MangaitajL 
and Nannachi proceed on a visit of condolence — Diarist sees otficial 
accountants going to Provernor — On retui'n, inform him of issue of 
certain special orders — Suhseqtient conversation — Grovernor sends for 
Tanappa. Mudali — Inquires as to alleged malpractices of otheials — 
Issues certain orders — iM. de Bausset arrives — Governor reads to him 
petition complaining of misconduct on his part, and that of his subordi- 
nates— He asseverates his honesty — Governor expresses his opinion of 
Muruga Pillai — de Bausset concurs — Conversation regarding a 
request in petition — ]M. deBansset resigns — Governor investigates the 
complaint made — Accused defend themselves — Further inquiry directed 
— Strict order as to measurement of paddy issued — M. de Bausset 
informed of this — He assigns a false reason for it— Comments of diarist 
on his character — Governor receives information of misappi opriation 
of Compam *s goods — The case investigated — Three persons accused 
and incarcerated — Information laid against Arunachaia Chetti — Gov- 
ernor orders production of two others— One hides ; the other escapes — 
Former gives himself up — Makes a statement, and is released — The 
other not found — Diarist indisposed and unable to visit Goveinor 
— Yenkatesa Aiyan inix^risoned — Remarks regarding this — Tanappa 
Mudali Governor one-third of estate of his late brother — Ex- 

presses gratitude for favour shown — Governor advises him to adopt a 
son — Conversation on this subject — Instructions of Governor regarding 
a certain bond— Yenkatesa Aiyan released — Bamaiyan pilaced liefore 
Governor — Confesses to peculation of Company’s goods — Denies a 
further charge, and makes a statement — Sinappaiyan imprisoned — 
Merchants instructed not to supply goods, excepting on indents^— Fort 
Subbaiyan begs protection of diarist- -Conversation between them 
— Allegation that defalcations were reported to M. Cornet, who 
attempted a compromise — M. Cornet ^aid to have been severely re- 
primanded by the Governor— Madame Dupleix inquires of cloth mer- 
chants why their bazaars are closed — They explain — Gives them 
certain instructions — Governor remonstrates withM. de Bausset on 
resigning appointment — He persists- M. de la Selle appointed in his 
stead — Governor inquires of diarist whether people of Madras are 
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removing their property — He replies in the negative — Wrath of Gov- 
ernor-Death of Commodore Barnet — Marks of respect for him shown 
by English — Public opinion as to turn in fortunes of French and 
English — Grounds on which these based — Preparations at Pondichery 
for war— Popular views on the subject — Diarist finds Chinna Mudali 
and another interpreting letter to Governor — Xews in this regarding 
various chiefs — States also that the Karveti Raja has sent gifts to 
diarist — Governor inquires touching this man — E.vpresBes satisfaction 
— Chinna Mudali tells diai-ist of report regarding Malaiyappa Mudali 
— His reply — Urges Chinna Mudali to at once adopt an heir — Conver- 
sation on this subject — List of gifts from the Karveti Baja — Diarist 
contemplates seeking permission of Governor to give these fitting re- 
ception — Observing him in despondent mood, defers this — Proceeds 
with others to his village, where presents are waiting — Interview 
with bearers— Diarist replies — Gifts handed to him — Makes suitable 
acknowledgment — Eeturns home bringing messengers as guests — 
Entertains them— Pays respects to Governor — Seeing him in low 
spirits, retires— Tanappa Mudali informs him of conduct of Kanakaray a 
Mudali’s widow — And report of intended appeal to Council — They 
agree to inform Governor — Madame Dupleix sends for diarist — 
Conversation which ensued— TAnappa Mudali and diarist inform 
Governor of conduct of widow of Kanakaraya Mudali —He gives 
certain orders — Tanappa Mudali suggests mentioning rumour of appeal 
— They do this — Conversation on the subject. 


Saturdun, 28)'d Aprol 17^6, ur ll^th Chlttivai of 
AJcshaya. — This evening at 5, I received a letter 
from S§3h§,dri Villai of the Chingleput paiaijam, 
stating that the son of Nachanna Pillai * had ex- 
pired on the 11th Chittirai [20th .April], at about 8 
in the morning. This news has grieved me much. 

Sunday, 2kth April 17 U6, or 15th Chittirai of 
Ahshaya. — At 11 this day, the following took place 
at the Governor’s house. Several of the traders 
who were confined in the court-prison, had been 
discharged after they had executed agreements, and 


* Nachanus^Pillai was the brother of Seshadri Pillai, who was the 
father-in-law of Ananda Kanga Pillai. 
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only four remained. On the 11th instant, [20th 
April] these men signed bonds ; but as it was not 
possible to release them from custody then, I took 
them with me to-day to the Governor’s house, and 
begged him to set them at liberty. He turned to 
GOvindan, the son of deaf Raman, and asked him 
what benefit he and the others had derived from 
their refractory conduct. He replied : “ We have 
sustained heavy losses and have been, to a great 
extent, ruined. In consequence of this we lost our 
senses, and brought on ourselves all this trouble.” 
On this the Company’s merchants and I pleaded hard 
on behalf of the traders, entreating the Governor 
to overlook their foolish conduct, and grant them 
their liberty^ We succeeded in obtaining their 
release. Subsequently, they and the Company’s 
merchants petitioned the Governor for the discharge 
of D^v^m Tandavarayan, and Rangan, the younger 
brother of Govindan, who had been imprisoned for 
making false complaints. In reply, he said that 
this matter did not rest with him, as it more or 
less concerned me, against whom they and all the 
traders had complained to the Councillors, and 
that this case was unlike the other in which he had 
ordered the traders, who were answerable to him 
only’', and had to execute agreements to him alone, 
to be set at liberty. I then approached the Gov- 
ernor, and interceded with him for the release of 
the two men. I begged him to order this for my 
sake. I explained to him that if any evil befell 
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them, it would look as if I was the author of it. 
He relented, and directed that they should he given 
their freedom. On this the Company’s merchants, 
the traders, and I, departed to our homes, at 
noon. 

MoiiJaii, 25lh April 11k6, or 16lli Cldttirai of 
Akrhatja. — Tliis afternoon, at about 1, Mangaitayi* 
and Nannachi, accompanied by Venkatachala Pillai, 
a kinsman of theirs who had come from Madras, 
set out for the Chingleput pfilaiyam on a visit of 
condolence. 1 also sent a letter to the following 
effect : “ This is indeed a matter which requires the 
attendance of one of us. But circumstances here are 
at present of such a nature as to forbid my leaving.” 

Wediierdaij, 27Ui April 17U6, or IStli Cdiittirai of 
Ahshaija. — This morning, as I was resting at my 
arecanut storehouse, after having paid a visit to the 
Governor, Arunachala Chetti and Ranga Pillai, the 
Governor’s accountant, visited me. We conversed 
on various subjects, such as the rumours current in 
the town, the prospect of the arrival of the trade 
ships from France, the measures which it would be 
necessary to take in the event of their coming, the 
debt to the Governor of the bazaar-keepers, and their 
refusal to pay arrears. The four official accountants 
just then went past on their way to the Governor, 
who had summoned them. We conjectured that he 
must have sent for them in connection with some 


* Wife and daug'liter of Kanga Pi]|ai, 
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complaints from tlie paddy merchants. After a 
brief interval, all the four luen — Azhaga I’illai, 
Ranga Pillai, Muruga Filial, and Tiruchelvarayaii — 
returned, sal down by me, aud said: “The Gov- 
ernor sent for us, and gave orders that in future 
all persons bringing grain into the town should 
store it in the market, and dispose of it there ; that 
even if it was intended for private cousumptiou, half 
of the quantity shoubl be exposed in the market, 
and sold, and that nothing should l)e taken to any 
one’s house without your permissiou. lie further 
said that he would uot listen to the words of any 
one else.” On this 1 asked them wdiat complaints 
had led the Governor to cal! them together, and 
issue such a command. Muruga Pihai tipon this 
told me that it tvas all due to him. I talked to them 
for some time on general subjects, and after this they 
departed. The Governor then summoned Tanappa 
Mudali, and bade him send for the measurers. 
Kuluppaiyan was brought before him, and he .■stated 
that whenever paddy was taketi by an official account- 
ant it Avas usually undermea,?urcd to the extent of 
about a fourth. Chinna Mudali, avIio iiiterpreteil 
this to the Governor, represented that the paddy 
Avould be undermeasured I)y about a quarter. The 
Governor then asked him whether a handful was 
deducted for mendicants and charitable purposes. 
He replied that it was a long.standiug custom to 
devote one to charity, and that if beggars Avere 
actually present they Avere given something by Avay 
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of alms. The Goveruor thereupon directed that in 
future the paddy merchants should not be compelled 
to part with any portion of their grain, either 
for mendicants or for charitable purposes, it being 
entirely left to them to contribute anything that they 
might think fit ; and that as neither the official ac- 
countants nor others were entitled to anything over 
and above the prescribed standard, undermeasure- 
ment would in future not be allowed, and the 
measurer in fault would be liable to punishment. 
At this moment, M. de Bausset, the Company’s 
chief accounting officer happened to visit the Gov- 
ernor, who as soon as he arrived read to him the 
contents of a petition forwarded in the morning by 
the Deputy Governor. It being unnecessary to 
transcribe all the facts set forth in this the salient 
points of it are given below : — 

“ The paddy brought into the town is purchased 
wholesale —for from 10 to 20 pagodas — by all the 
official accountants. They moreover undermeasure it 
to the extent of about a fourth. In times of scarcity, 
they charge a premium of 2, 3, or 4 fanams on 
each pagoda, according to the exigencies of intend- 
ing purchasers, and then order the measurers to 
issue the required (juantity. The profit thus made 
is divided between M. de Bausset and the account- 
ants. in the proportion of 2 to 1. Further, they 
take away a sackful of paddy under the plea of its 
being a charitable contribution for paupers and 
beggars. The rice merchants being thus defrauded by 
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undermeasurements, and by demands for charitable 
contributions, and being deprived of all libert y to sell 
according to their pleasure grain upon which they 
have paid the necessary tax, complain that much 
injustice is prevalent here, and refuse to bring in 
supplies. In consequence of this people are unable 
to procui'e the necessaries of life, sutfer distress, and 
feel aggrieved. The conduct of M. de Bausset and 
the accountants has brought discredit upon the ad- 
ministration of justice. Of the latter, three are good 
men, but the other, Muruga Pillai, is an unprincipled 
fellow. The frauds perpetrated by this individual 
are numerous. Periyanna Mudali, the accountant 
employed under M. de Bausset, and his interpreter 
Kanakappan, a man of the Chetti caste, monopolise 
the trade in food-stuffs brought into the town, and 
divide between them all the protits made thereby. 
Arundchala Chetti has, under cover of the name of 
Ranga Pillai the Governor’s accountant, stocked his 
granary with paddy worth 60(> pagoda^.” 

Having finished reading the [)aper, the Governor 
indignantly asked M. de Bausset why, when such 
misdoings on the part of his ostabliHimont existed, 
he had neglected to institute inquiric-^. He replied : 
“As regards the dishonest conduct laid at mv 
door — let the other matters in the petition remain 
unchallenged — if it can be proved that T ha^e re- 
ceived a single cash in the Avay of a bribe ; or any 
other illegal gratification, 1 am ready not only to pay 
to the Capuchins a fine of -300 pagodas, but am also 
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quite ready to suffer dismissal from office.” When 
M. de Bausset had finished speaking, the G-overnor, 
without further reference to the matter, observed ; 
“ They say that of the four accountants, three ai’e 
good men, and the other, Muruga Pillai, is bad. I 
have no doubt that this is true. It is said in the 
petition that this individual was in the daj^s of 
M. Lenoir found giiiltv of a number of offences, and 
Avas dismissed the service. This, also, is a fact. He 
is a wicked fellow, and a I’ogue.” After saying a fcAv 
words further in disparagement of Muruga Pillai, he 
remarked that he v’as the cause of a host of troubles. 
M. de Bausset, chiming in ivith the G-overnor, added : 
“ It is just so. He is a really bad man. His charac- 
ter has always been disreputable.” He spoke, for 
some time, ill of him in this fashion. The Gov- 
ernor then said ; “ The petition concludes with a 
request that the Company will relinquish its right to 
any duty on paddy. The priests of the church of 
St. Paul evidently Avish that the Government should 
incur loss.” M. de Bausset replied : “ Is this all that 
they are going to ask? They aaTU make several 
other extravagant proposals.” At last he ex- 
claimed ; “I must resign my appointment. It is one 
the holder of which is liable to be slandered by 
malicious persons.” He thereupon bade the Gov- 
ernor farewell, and went off home. 

The Governor then turned to Tanappa Mudali, 
and told him to ask his accountant Ranga Pillai 
Avhether it was true that he and Arunachala Chetti 
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had each stored up grain to the value of 500 pagodas. 
The answer given by Ranga Fillai was : “ Does not 
the maintenance of granaries confer a benefit on 
the town ? Is it in any way prejudicial to the 
people ? Have we not paid the duties ? Has there 
been any smuggling ? We did not steal it ; neither 
have we purchased stolen property. We spend our 
own money, pay the necessary taxes, and keep up 
the supply. There is no dishonesty in this. I may 
however mention that each of us has not, as is 
alleged, stored paddj" to the value of 500 pagodas. 
A certain Reddi is in the habit of importing paddy 
worth 150 pagodas once in two or three months 
in my name, depositing it in my granary, and 
disposing of it gradually. Irrespective of this, I 
receive for my own consumption a supply of thirty 
bags of paddy, and Ariunichala Chetti one to the 
value of 50 pagodas. The permission of M. de 
Bausset has been obtained, and the necessary tax 
has been paid. If anything beyond this can be 
proved, we may then be held to have offended 
against the Company. These false accusations 
should be inquired into, and the delinquents ade- 
quately punished.” This was the reply made by 
Arun^chala Chetti, as well as by Ranga Pillai. The 
Governor thereupon directed Tanappa Mudali to 
make careful inquiry, and report whether this was 
the whole truth, and whether anything else could 
be elicited. He moreover summoned the official 
accountants, measurers, and all other subordinates, 
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and directed that measurements should in future be 
uniform, that on no account should paddy be under 
or over measured, that no deduction should be made 
on account of charitable or religious objects unless 
the sellers of their own accord made a contribution, 
and that no sort of compulsion should he used to 
induce them to part with even a single grain of rice 
for such purposes. He then dismissed them with 
a warning. 

As Muruga PiUai was not aware of all that subse- 
quently occurred, he that night communicated to 
M. de Bausset the instructions of the Governor that 
in future all padd}- brought into the town should be 
stored in the market, that not a grain of it should be 
taken home by any one, unless with ray permission, 
and that the orders of no other person should be 
attended to. M. de Bausset thereupou invented the 
story that the Governor had issued a command to 
this effect on seeing that he was lenient towards 
Europeans, and permitted them to bring in, duty- 
free, 300 or 400 bags of paddy every day. The 
instructions of the Governor were of course based 
upon the revelations contained in the petition. But 
M. de Bausset concealed this circumstance, stated 
that he was partial to Europeans, and falsely 
imputed the origin of the order to this misdemeanor 
on his part, as if this was a matter to be proud of. 
This was but in keeping with Ids character. He is 
fond of fathering on himself the acts of others, 
often with the result that he gains discredit. Not 
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less than thirty or forty pages would he necessary 
if I attempted to detail his evil qualities and reprobate 
conduct. I therefore refrain from doingf this. 

Thtirsdaij, 28th April 17U6, or 19th Ohittirai oj 
Akshaya. — Venkat^sa Aiyan, the Brahman employed 
in the Company’s counting-house, went to the 
Governor at 5 this evening, and I'eported to him 
that Rdmaiyan, the partner of Sinappaiyan . . .* 

in the fort, had made away with some property 
belonging to the Company. The Governor asked 
him if he could prove this. He replied that he 
would produce evidence, but required a party of ten 
of the Company’s peons to do to his bidding. He 
said that he would take all the necessary steps to 
trace the stolen articles, and would report the result. 
Ten peons were accordingly given to him. He re- 
paired very early — at about daybreak — to the house 
of Tadi Aruu^chala Chetti, and asked him for a 
couple of pieces of long-cloth, to which the latter 
replied that he had none by him. He then betook 
himself to the new house of Chandramuttu Pillai, 
and asked him to open the room in which the goods 
of Tadi Arxm&chalam were stored. Chandramuttu 
Pillai replied that he had not the keys, but would 
send for them. He was thus kept waiting for about 
two Indian hour-!. In the meanwhile, Tadi Aruiid- 
chala Chetti arrived, and began to delay matters 
still further, by making complimentary speeches. 
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Venkatesa Aiyan thereupon said in an overbearing 
tone : “ Unless you procure the key, and open the 
room at once, I shall have the lock forced by a 
blacksmith.” The door was then opened, and 
entering the room, he brought out six packages, 
each containing ten pieces of coarse loug cloth. 
He put these on the heads of six porters, and 
accompanied by them, went to the Governor. He 
deposited the parcels in the office-room, and inti- 
mated his arrival with the property vrhich he had 
seized. The Governor asked him who the persons 
implicated in this affair were, in reply to which he 
mentioned the names of fort accountant Ramaiyan, 
the counting-house accountant Logaiyan, and Tadi 
ArunSchala Chetti. He suggested that these three 
individuals should be imprisoned in separate cells at 
the court-house, and added that this would lead to 
the discovery of many other misdeeds. The Gov- 
ernor accordingly ordered their incarceration, as 
suggested by him. Venkatesa Aiyan informed him 
that Tadi Arunachala Chetti had purchased the three 
scores of piece-goods produced, at the rate of 40 
pagodas a score, a pagoda being equal to 24 fanams ; 
and had deducted a brokerage of 3 pagodas for each 
score, as also 2 pagodas for charitable purposes 
. * The Governor upon this told him that 
inquiries Avould be made on the morrow concerning 
these matters, and bade him depart. 


• Perished m the original. 
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Friday, 29th April 17h- 6, or 20th Ohittirai oi chap. 

Akshayu. — To-day, at the instance of Venkat^sa ’ 

Aiyan, the Governor ordered that Chandramuttu Goreraoi 
Pillai, and Muttukumara Pillai the accountant of ])roductioix 

• • ^ * * of Ixvo 

Tadi Arunachala Chetti, should he brought before "ei'lons. 


him. Kavius: o-ot wind of this, the latter took to 
flight, and escaped to Vfiiidr and Pilichapiallam. The 
other man hid himself in the town. When this one hides,; 

the other 

became known to the Governor’s accountant Eanga 
Pdlai, he sent for Ghinna Parasurama PiUai, and 
with his help saw Chandramuttu Filial, to whom he 
gave the following advice ; “ Go to the Governor; 
tell him, without hesitation, that Tadi Arunachalam roimei- 

&ubse> 

has beeu renting your house for the last three 
years, that you are not aware of what ho may have 
kept there, or of what he may have taken away, and 
that you have no knowledge of anything concerning 
his o-oods.” Chandramuttu Pillai accordingly made jiakes 

® * * statement 

a statement to the foregoing effect to the Governor, 
who after hearing him, told him that he might go. 

The man then went to Kanga Pillai, informed him of 
what had taken place, and went away congratu- 
lating himself that his head was saved. It was 
then reported to the Governor that the where- The other 

^ ^ not found. 

abouts of Muttukumara Pillai, the accountant of 
Tadi Arunachalam, could not be traced. To this he 
said Very well.’' This information w'as furnished 
to me this evening by his accountant Hanga Pillai, 
who further told me that the Governor had asked 
him when I was likely to present myself, and that 
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he had answered that the boil in my armpit had not 
jet hurst, but that it might do .so to-morrow. 

For the last tivo or three days, owing to this boil 
and rheumatic pains, I have paid no visits to the 
Governor. 

Saturday, 30th April 17^6, or 21st Cliittirai of 
Akshaya . — Diego the East Indian asked some infor- 
mation of LSgaiyan concerning a matter in which he 
had to interpret. It is not known what he said, but 
at noon VenkatSsa Aiyan, too, was committed to 
custody , He plotted the entire ruin of a family, and 
Heaven has brought this trouble on him. He has 
been the cause of the downfall of many. His super- 
ciliousness, his vaunts of having interviews with the 
Governor, and the contempt for others exhibited by 
him during the short time he was in authority have 
been such as to be beyond my powers of description. 

Monday, 2iid May 17!i-6, or 23rd (Jhitfiral of 
Alesha y a , — In connection with the dispute which 
has arisen concerning the property of the deceased 
Kanakar^ya Mudali, Tdnappa Mudali had agreed 
to pay to the Governor, M. Dupleix, a third part 
of the estate ; which amounted to 4,000 pagodas. 
To Madame Dupleix was due, on a bond which she 
held, the sum of 3,200* rupees, or 1,000 pagodas, 
and to Dupleix, on the bond in his favour, the 
sum of 0,000 : total 1 1 .000 pagoda-. Tanappa went 


* Evidently Arcot iiipees. .S20 of -Hhirh were equal to 100 pagodas — 
vide diary entry, dated lath July 1739, at j a^u 101 of Vol. I. 
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to the Govei’iior’s house this evening, at 8 o’clock, 
with this money in cash, anti a bond * undertaking 
to pay 1,000 pagodas more within ten days. He 
gave the money and the bond to the Governor, and 
prostrated himself before him, saj iiig ; “ It is 

you, who have raised up ray hou.se and family ; do 
with me as seems tit to you.” “ Well, rise up,” 
said the Governor, '• is this not what you, of your 
own accord and free will, give for what I have done 
for you? Have I compelled you to present to me 
anything against your wish?” ‘‘Xo,” replied 
Tcinappa Mudali, “I give this " ith all my heart. Can 
it be in any way an ade(|uate return for what yon 
have done for me ? Xay ; I am ready to become 
your .slave.” 1 he Governor then advised him, if he 
wished to avert trouble, to without loss of time 
adopt his nephew as his heir. He pointed cut to 
him the uncertainty of the life of man. “ See.” said 
he, “ how many troubles have cropped u]) owing 
to the sudden death of j'our elder brother.” Then 
he inquired of him whether his wife was in any 
way opposed to his wish to adopt. “ Xo,” he 
replied, “ they have all given their consent. Wo 
will bring this business to a conclusion in a very 
short time.” “ The sooner you do so, the better ; 
you may^ now take leave,” answered the Governor. 
Bidding him goodbye, we came away. I say V'\ em- 
phatically. bccau^ie I too was there. Subsequently 
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Chap. I was Sent for by the Governor, who instructed me 
X » 

— to tell Lazar that he should personally apply to 
instrac.' Madame Dupleix for the money due on a certain 
hond. I then retired, and joined Chinna Mudali, 
bond.‘“ who had remained outside. I communicated to him 
what the Governor had told me. “ See,” said he, 
“ what the position of matters between husband and 
wife is when pecuniary transactions are involved.” 
AVe then separated ; he returning to his permanent 
place of residence, and I to mine. 
venkAtesa At 8 this momiug, Vjemkat^sa Aiyan was released 

Aiyan _ ‘ ■' 

released, from the prisoii to which he was consigned at noon 
the day before yesterday. 

Thursd'iif, \_5tk Mail 1746], or 2(if,h Chiitl'ai of 
Akshai/a. — The incident recorded below took place 
between 0 and 12 this day. The Governor sent 
Ramaiyan for Rdraaiyan, the accountant at the fort, who 

placed ’ 

Committed to the prison in the court- 
house, and said to him ; “ Did you receive from 
the Company’s merchants three scores of piece- 
Coniessesto goods, enter them in the Company’s accounts, and 

peculation a - , 

sell them to Ai-uudchala Chetti ? Is this true ? ” 
He replied : “ It is, but I did not do so with 

any intention of defrauding the Company. Being- 
pressed, I took the cloths as a loan, intending to 
return them.” The Governor added : “ There is 
yet another charge. You misappropriated cotton 
to the value of 120 pagoda-J, debiting it in the 
accounts, and obtaining it on the plea that it was 
requii-ed for the use of the Company.” Ramaiyan 
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replied : “ I am absolutely innocent of tliis. The 
information given to you is false,” Producing a 
letter, the Governor said : “ Look here. See 
v'hat is mentioned in this. Wh^^ in the face of 
these details, do you tell falsehoods r” Eumaiyan 
replied ; “ I was not concerned in this matter. It 
was the work of Fort Sinappaiyan. I have no know- 
ledge of it.” Thereupon the Governor summoned 
Sinappaiyan, and w ithout putting any questions to 
him, directed his incarceration in a cell at the 
court-house. The Company’s peons accordingly 
led him away to prison. The Governor then sent 
for the old Company’s merchants ; and the follow- 
ing four persons — namely — Eiimaiyan, Yiraragava 
Chetti, Adi Varaha Chetti, and Chidambara C’hetti, 
arrived. He intimated to them that hereafter they 
should not supply to the Company any piece-goods, 
or cloths of any other de.scription, tinless the indent 
was signed by M. Cornet, and that no requisitions 
from any one else should be attended to. They 
.said ; “ So be it,” took leave of him, and departed. 
I, also, was with the Governor then, and with his 
permission, returned home at noon. 

Fort Subbaiyan, his son, the son of Sinappaiyan, 
and the brother of Eamaiyan, visited me, acquainted 
me wdthall that had transpired, and told me in com- 
plimentary terms that the burden of protecting them 
lay on me. Fort Subbaiyan further said to me — 
pointing to the son of Sinappaiyan — : “ These diffi- 
culties have arisen through this fellow Naranaiyan. 
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If Edmaiyan has been guilty once, his fellow em- 
ployes have been ten times so. Nevertheless, the 
latter have manifested their spite against him bv 
inducing Venkat6sa Aiyan to report his conduct to 
the Governor. He consequently retaliated by bring- 
ing to his notice their delinquencies. Years ago 
our forefathers procured for their families the ap- 
pointments which we at present hold. The time 
has now come for us to forfeit these.” He was sore 
at heart at what had occurred. It is reported that 
Marij’appa Mudali communicated the defalcations 
regarding cotton to M. Cornet, and that this gentle- 
man summoned Sinappaiyan, and bade him confess 
the truth, promi.sing at the same time to arrange the 
matter ; but that he disowned all knowledge of the 
transaction. It appears that the Governor sent for 
H. Cornet yesterday, and angrily asked him why, 
Avhen there was a supply of Surat cotton in hand, 
he neglected to make inquiry whether it was 
necessary to purchase this material for Avork in the 
fort. The Governor, it is said, further obserA^ed : 
“ Whenev'er I inquire into affairs here, and attempt 
to rectify any short-comings that are noticed by mo, 
some of the Europeans unite, and charge me Avith 
being harsh and unjust. When frauds of this kind 
in the administration of the business of the Company 
are brought to light, hoAv can I wink at them r The 
priests of the church of St. Paul are thoroughly 
well posted in every rumour that is current, and 
have knowledge of eA'ery occurrence in the place. 
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Although the govi^rument is in my hands, I get no 
such information. In view of the office which 3 011 
hold, it devolves upon j'ou to make inquiries into 
such matters. Your supervision is inefficient, and 
things have drifted into chaos.’’ The foregoing 
information was given to me bv the son of Fort 
Subbaij^an who said that M. Cornet had communi- 
cated it to Naranaijan, the .son of tSinappaiyan of 
the Fort, in his presence and that of others. 

In the course of the da\', the Avife of the Gov- 
ernor summoned all the cloth merchants, and asked 
wh)" they had clo.sed their bazaars ; whether any- 
bod}' owed any money to them, or whether she had 
to pay anything ; and what the reason for tlie 
action taken by them was. Tliey replied : “ !No one 
owes us anything. This being the day' of Chittira- 
Pauriiami,* and a festival, we have closed our shops.” 
Madame Dupleix thereupon said ; “ In future, y ou 
should not sell cloths to any person on promise of 
payment ; not even to one in my service. If you have 
ever any' representations to make, y ou may without 
hesitation come to me.” She then bade them depart . 

Two or three days ago, the Governor sent for 
M. de Bausset, and said : “ Why are you resigning 
y our appointment. The petition received was anony- 
mous, and it was a young boy' who handed it to a 
servant of the Deputy' Governor. There is no huriy 
as regards the step AA'hich you propose taking. You 
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* The day of full moon in the first month of the Tamil y'ear. 
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can wait for a few daj's.” M. cle Bausset, however, 
would not consent to do this, and declined to serve 
any longer. Consequently, IM. do la Selle was this 
day appointed in his stead. 

The Governor sent for me to-day, and asked me 
whether the people of ^Madras were carrying away 
their property to places outside the limit.s of that town. 
I replied : “ In the month of Panguni [March] last, 
on a rumour that a I'rench squadron M as expected to 
arrive very shortly, they set about moving some, but 
subsequently-, in the month of Chittirai [April], a 
ship which left England la.st year arrived. This led 
them to infer that none from France could be on 
the way to India, for they argued that if any M ere, 
this one M'ould not have reached Madras. They 
have consequently ceased to remove their goods.” 
The Governor, being filled Mith M'rath, exclaimed 
sharply : “ They Mill find, ore long, that our ships 
are coming.” He then bade me send 100 rupees 
for the expenses of the ship at Alambarai. 

The foregoing incidents took place this fore- 
noon. 

Wrihieadaij, 11th Mcnj 17dG, nr Jd Vaigihi of' 
Alcshaijn — The sound of guns fired at Fort St. David 
M'as heard this morning, and the folloM’ing noM S M'as 
made knoMii in Pondichery. Commodoie Barnet, 
who had command of the entire Fnglish fleet sent 
out for M'arlike ojjerations, fell ill, and died at o on 
the evening of Tue.sday, the olst of Chittirai [10th 
May]. There tvas incessant firing of the guns of 
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the fort there us a mark of respect for tlie dejiarted 
Commodore. Xot onlj’ those on land, but also 
those of the ships, were continually discharged. At 
8 at night on the same day, his body was interred. 
From half-past d to (piarter after 8, the guii';, both 
ashore and afloat, kept up a contiimal tire, 'rids was 
repeated next morning. Pidtlic opinion now says 
that the tide of victory will luniceforward turn in 
favour of the French, as it has hithei-to bowed on 
the side of the Knglish. In support of this view 
the following occurrences are mentioned ; the death 
of Commodore Ihirnet, th»* wreck, ten days ago, of 
an English skip at the mouth of the Coleroon. aiul 
the imprisonment at Jlevikottai of the captain and 
about a dozen .sailors, who landing there, olfended 
the people by slaughtering ccnvs. atid ill-treated 
them. These mishjrtunes. coming one after another, 
are said to point to a decline in the luck of tlu' 
English. So also, when fortune is favourable to a 
nation, we hear that it captured a ship hero, and a 
ship there; that it gained a victory in one' placfj. 
and then one in another. When th(' ^cah* turns wc; 
hear, so they say, that a defeat was sustained here, 
and another there; that this man was kilhsl at one 
place, and that manat another. The people of both 
Madras and Pondiehery, moreover, sec in the fact 
of the English having withdrawn the chartei' fiann 
their Company, a sign of diminishing prospt'iity. 
They assert that the Goddess of Fortune has departed 
from Madras to take up her residence at Pondichery, 
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and that the Goddess of Misfortune has gone in her 
stead from here to dwell at Madras. Preparations 
for war are being actively made at Pondichery. Two 
hundred beds, with mattresses, pillows, sheets, and 
other appurtenances, are now being provided in 
addition to former supplies. The Governor has 
moreover ordered mattresses and sheets for the use 
of 4,000 men. 8heep, bullocks, and fowls, are being 
collected to serve for food. Firewood is also being 
stoi’ed. The ramparts facing the sea have been re- 
paired, and the work of restoration is being pushed on 
with. Fiu'ther, an incessant watch is maintained, 
both day and night. Seeing all these preparations 
going on, people say that the French ships may be 
e.’ciiected almost directly. They pray God for their 
immediate arrival as a means of cnsurincr their 

O 

safety. They say that as they have endured reverses 
for the past two years, tliey may look for a change 
of fortune in the future. The public voice never 
lies. Let us hope that God will protect the people. 
I have written what has struck me. 

Thursday, ISlh May 17^6, or 2iul Vaiydsi of 
Akshaya . — This morniug, I went to the house of the 
Governor. Chiuna Mudali, and Madananda Pandit, 
were interpreting to him the contents of a letter 
sent from Arcot by Subbaiyan. This stated that 
it was the common talk that the carbuncle which 
Xawab Anwar-ud-din Khun bad on his back was 
healing, and that he was pronounced out of danger ; 
that Muhammad ’Ali Kh an, the son of Anwar-ud-din 
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Klian, had marched to Kandanhr, and had fought 
with the Mahratta chief Bapoji Xa^-akkan ; that 
victory rested with Muhammad ’Ali Khan and the 
Nawahs of Kandanhr and Ciiddapah ; that Bapoji 
Xajakkan had fled, and had encamped five miles 
from the field of battle ; that three elephants, five or 
six camels, and ten horses were captured in the Mah- 
ratta camp ; and that Arcot was now safe. The 
letter further stated that the Karveti Raja had sent 
me a horse, a sword, and a dress of honour. The 
Governor, I was told, asked them whether the 
Karveti Raja was a great man. To this they re- 
plied that he was considered to be as influential a 
personageas Yachama Xtlyakkan.* The Governor is 
reported to have said ; “ Evu polagumuitt” meaning 
thereby “ I am very glad to hear it.” I gathered 
these particulars from what they subseriuentl}- said 
to me. 

After this, t'hiimaMudali, pointing to Malaiyappa 
Mudali, told me that he had heard that this man had 
been writing for the last two or three days, with 
closed doors, petitions or something else against 
him. “ Xow,” ho said, “ what is he going to write r 
AYhat more can he have to write, than that the deci- 
sion in their case has been unjust r In this he is 

* This was tlio of Vonkatagiri. Karvetj the piOsoiit Kar. 

votina^ar Zeinindaii. 

t This is the exact transliteratiuu of tlie 'laniil aeotenre. All attempts 
to disentangle it have failed. It seems probable that it is a corruption 
of some slang French expression: the first word being Et tcus. The 
tendering of it is Eanga Pillai’s. 
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aided by no others than MM. Didanreiis, Miran, and 
Le Maire.'’ I replied ; “Are they unacquainted with 
custom r Surely, they will not advocate his cause. 
It would be mere inadue.S3 if they move further 
ill the matter. A decision once arrived at stands 
for ever. A corpse is a corpse, and will not revive. 
Xow, take immediate measures to adojit an heir.” 
He replied that a hitch retarding its progress, 
had occurred in the matter. On my inquiring what 
it was he said : “ You know that we adopted the 
child of i'iruchelvarayan, three days after its birth. 
Xow mv sister will not consent that that child and 
my nephew Dhair}'anadhan should both bo adopted. 
Hence the difficulty. "What do you advise r ” I 
asked him what his own intentions were. He 
replied . . . * 

Tue.^Jaij, 17th Matj 17!tG, or 7th Vaignsi of Ak- 
sha^a.-S'w days ago, the KarvOi Raja of Bomraa- 
raja palaiyam sent me the folloAving presents, viz. ; 
an Arab horse, an embroidered silk cloth, a Guzerati 
sash, a silk turban, a shawl, and a dagger inlaid 
with gold. The.^e were brought by the Brahman 
Aiyabiralaiyan, Srinivasa Chari the son-in-law of 
my priest who had given his daughter to him in 
marriage, four temple priests of Tirupati who had 
brought with them some sacred offerings from the 
shrine of the god Venkat^swara Swami, and two or 
three other persons; all of whom had taken up 


* Blank in the original. 



DSPBESSEV CONDITION OF GOEEBNOB. 


25 


their abode in the Brahman street at my village 
Tiruv^ngadapuram. I detained them there a day or 
two in view — with the permission of the Governor — 
of conducting them into the town in regal fashion. 
I watched for an opportunity to speak to him on the 
subject ; but he was in a melancholy mood, and 
looked much depressed. It may be asked how I 
have guessed this. Any one looking at him will 
find anxiety depicted in his usually bright face. 
He talks peevishly', and is ea-iily irritated. Moreover, 
there is a general report in the town which lends 
support to my view. I therefore considered that 
this was not a suitable occasion for broaching the 
subject. I then, in company with Kandal Guruvappa 
Chetti, Wandiwash Tiruv^ngada Pillai, Ariyappa 
Mudali, and a few others— about ten persons in 
all— set out ; some of us on horseback, and others in 
palanquins. App^vu * and other children accom- 
panied us. AVe reached my village at about an 
Indian hour before sunset. I made my^ obeisance to 
the priest, and we all sat down. Around him were 
grouped the Brahman ^vho had with him the gifts 
sent by Xarasinga ESjd of Karv^ti, the peons 
attending on him, and the per.sons who had brought 
the sacred offerings. As soon as we bad taken our 
seats, they addressed me as follows : — 

“The Riijii speaks of you in highly compliment- 
ary terms. He is anxious to secure your friendship, 
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* Son of TiruTengada Filial, the younger brother of the diarist. 
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and constantly expresses the warmest attachment 
to you. Day and night he longs to see you, and 
for this purpose he proposes going on a pilgrimage 
to Rftm^svaram, so that he may he able to pay his 
respects to you on the way. He would much like 
that you should make a journey to the shiune at 
Tirupati, so that you could visit him there.” 

They spoke at some length in this style, saying 
that the}’ did so at the bidding of the RHja. I then 
replied to them in fourfold more flowery language, 
expressing my regard and affection for him. After 
this I was first presented with the sacred offerings 
from Srinivasa 8wami, and then with the four articles 
comprising the dress of honour, and the large 
dagger sent by the Riija Ai}4biralaiyan, and Srini- 
vasa Chari tlie son-in-law of my priest, then said, 
in courteous terms : “ There is also a horse in 
the street for presentation to you. Be pleased 
to accept it.” They added ; “ These four or five 
gifts were made to the Rajfi by the Niz&m about 
four or five months ago. The moment he received 
them, he determined that they should be forwarded 
to you. He has accordingly sent them.” I replied 
in equally polite terms that God having willed that 
1 should receive these presents, it appeared to me 
that my fortunate time had come. We exchanged 
civilities in this style for about half an Indian hour, 
and I then took leave of them. I supped at my 
village that night, and spent it merrily. On the 
following day, at about four Indian hours before 
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sunrise, the Brahmans, the others who came from the 
Raja, and I, set out for Pondichery, and reached my 
house at about fifteen minutes after sunrise, when 
the rising sign of the zodiac was Taurus. We went 
upstairs, where we all sat down. Betel and nut were 
distributed to us there, after which the men sent 
by the Raja repaired to my indigo storehouse, where 
accommodation was provided for them. After fur- 
nishing them with the necessary supplies, I ate some 
cold rice, proceeded to the Governor’s house, and 
saluted him. I saw, from his face, that he was 
not in his usual spirits. On this I withch’ew, and 
meeting Tanappa Mudali, entered into talk with him 
on general topics. In the course of our conversation 
he said ; “ I forwarded the key of my storehouse to 
the widow of Kanakaraya Mudali, but she declined 
to receive it. She states that she will take it only 
when sent by the Governor himself. It is reported 
that she and her friends are preparing some petition, 
and that they intend appealing to the Council, 
alleging that the measures adopted with regard to 
the estate of her husband w'ere carried out under 
compulsion from the Governor.” I replied : “ I 
also heard a similar rumour : her statement that 
she would receive the key only when sent by the 
Governor, and not otherwise, goes to confirm the 
suspicion that they are bent upon memorialising.” 
As Tanappa Mudali shared my opinion he requested 
me to go with him to the Governor to report the 
matter. I told him that this wa.s not a .suitable 
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time, and observed that we might see to it in the 
evening. 

This evening, Madame Dupleix sent for me, and 
said : “ In connection with the transaction with 
Madame Cordier, you gave me 1,250 rupees, together 
with interest at the rate of 10 per cent. Can I 
not get more than that ? ” I answered : “ Had this 
been possible, would 1 not already have sent the 
money She replied : “ Very well.” After a brief 
interval she .said ; “I am prepared to make a loan. 
Do you require it on interest?” 1 thanked her, and 
added : “ Madame, I have no need for money just 
now.” 

Tanappa Mudali then came to me, and said ; 
“ The Governor has arrived. Let ns tell him 
now.” I replied; “ So be it.” We accordingly went 
towards him ; he was smoking. As soon as he 
saw us he rose to his feet, approached us, and ex- 
claimed ; “What is the matter Monsieur Rangappa.” 
I replif^d: “ Kanakaraya Mudali’s widow has refused 
to receive the key of the house assigned for her 
use. She says that she will take it only when sent 
by yon.” He then summoned the mace-bearer, 
and addressing me said ; “ Hand over the key to 
this man, and tell him that I have hidden him 
deliver it to Pedro’s wife.” I accordingly gave tha 
mace-hearer the necessary instructions, and in the 
presence of the Governor placed the key in his hands. 
Tanappa INludali then suggested to me that I should 
communicate the rumour regarding the widow’s 



aOt'ERNOR INFO nil ED OF PROPOSED APPEAL. 


2 & 


appeal, and the further steps which she proposed to 
take. I told him to do so himself. The Governor 
on this asked us twice or thrice what the matter of 
which we were talking was. Tanappa Mudali there- 
upon said; “ Kanakarava Mudali’s widow and her 
brothers propose to prefer an appeal to the Council, 
alleging that the existing decision as to the suit was 
the result of coercion on your part.” The Governor 
turning to me, exclaimed : “ Is this true ? ” 1 replied; 
“ Lazar has desired me to inform you that they con- 
templafe doing this. I have also received a hint to 
the same effect from one or two persons.” He then 
remarked ; “ Are not the parties on amicable terms 
now?” I answered; “If they were, what would 
be the need for litigation, and why do they require 
that the key should . . . * 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

FRO.V AIAY 20TI1, TO JUNF Uth, V,!^(i. 

Armed force startb for Karikal — final destination nut known — Keported 
coalition of English and Tanjoreans against French — Agi oemcnt by 
diarist touching payment of debts to Governor— Reinforcement starts 
for Karikal — Death of Balaiya Swamiyai— Remarks regarding him — 
Return of family from Chingleput — Letter from Chinnavanda Chetti — 
Account therein of pearl fishery and of profits of merchants — Intimates 
also that Arunlbhala Mudali and others were conducted as prisoners to 
Tanjore, and mentions preparations for defence at Negapatara — Letter 
to Governor from Muhammad Kamal — Former questions diarist 
regarding a certain suit — Diarist replies — And objects to inter- 
ference by Muhammad Kamal— Governor directs that no teply be 
sent — Diarist intercedes for Karikal Tiruvengadam — Governor, after 
some discussion, consents to lestore him — Tiruvengadam released — 
Governor receives petition from one Pilja Chetti — Inquires into it — 
Sends for petitioner and others — Petition read —Accuses Aruiiachala 
Chetti and Governor’s accountant of extortion — Diarist goes to Gover- 
nor’s house, but finding him engaged, returns -Hears of receipt of 
gazette and despatch from France — Defers interview with Governor — 
On following day visits Governor- -Conversation regarding release 
of Aruu^halam — Governor directs tliarisl to pay to his accountant 
amount due — He does so- Again waits on Governor — Finding him 
much depressed, retires without mentioning errand— Doings of King 
of France as told in the gazette — Complaint of French Company against 
English- -Ultimatum sent to Dutch by King of France -Fleet of ships 
on way from Fiance - Circumstances occurring to diarist as reasons 
for Governor's despondency — Attends a marriage — Accorirpanies a 
friend on an errand — Goes to residence of Governor — Who calls him 
up and gives him account of various matters of much interest regarding 
affairs in Europe contained in gazette — Remarks touching English — 
Governor explains constitutional history of England— Conversation 
regarding this— Diarist inquires when ships expected— Governor in- 
forms him — Diarist again moots release of T. Arunachalam — Governor 
demurs — But finally consents, as a personal favour— Report made to 
Governor as to condition of imprisoned family of aii absconding 
Pathan — Orders their release — Desires diarist to purchase horse of the 
Pathan for him — Letters and despatch from France— Governoi- incpiires 
of diarist why there are no transactions in avecanuts- Prohibits 
imports of goods from British territory — Exodus of people to Villiya- 
iiallCir festival — Furthei speculations of diarist us to cause of dejec- 
tion of Go\ernor— Accident at festival of local god — Regaidcd as 
portent of evil— Marriages of daughters of Scshachala Chetti— 
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Governor, \dfej and others, attend — Presents to M. and Me. Dupleix- 
Seshachala Chctii visits diarist— Seeks his intlucnce in obtaining 
certain honours during mariiage ceremonies — Conversation on the 
subject — They repair to the Governor — State what Seshacliah Chetti 
desires— Governor refuses-- Arrangements as regards gifts to be made 
by Governor to the brides and bridegrooms — Delay arises fjoni 
difficult} in procuring broad-cloth for presentation — Ibidal party 
pays its respects to Governor and wife — deceives presents and expres- 
sion of good wishes, and retires. 

Fridatj, 20tli May 17^6, or lOfh Vnigdri of Ak- 
rhaya . — The following took place to-day. At 4 
in the morning, 100 sailors who had belonged to the 
French ship which was captured by the English, 
fifty soldiers, and fifty Malie sepoys, marched for 
KSrikSl by land, under the command of five officers 
mounted on horses. The men were well pro- 
vided with powder, ball, grenades, and all other 
munitions of war. The object of thi-^ e.vpeclitiou 
has not been revealed ; but from attendant cir- 
cumstances, it may be conjectiu’ed that the destina- 
tion of it isTanjore. Intelligence has been I’eceivod 
that the English have written to the RSjR of 
Tanjore to give battle by land, — they themselves 
undertaking to attack from the sea — , that they 
have agreed to bear all the expenses of the RajS’s 
troops, and that they are marching to Tanjore. 
This conjecture is strengthened by the report made 
by the people who came from C'nddalore, whicli is 
to the same effect. The truth will be known as 
matters progress. 

This morning, the Governor asked me why 
I had not paid the money due to him. I replied 
that I would, at the end of xVni [beginning of 
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July], give 5,000 pagodas, and having entered into 
an oral agreement with him to that effect, came 
away. 

S(jf II i‘clni/, 21st May llh-G, or 11th Vaiymi of 
Al'shayn. — Nothing noteworthy took place to-day 
before the Governor at the fort. M. Duquesne, and 
ten sepoys armed with muskets, started for K^rikll. 

This afternoon at about 2, Balaiya SwamiySr, 
the chief of the matt * of Boramaiya palaiyam, 
quitted this world for KailJsa.f He was installed 
in the year Subhakritu [1722], and served twenty- 
four and odd years. During his tenure of office, all 
the subordinate ascetics were like so many Bffiaiya 
Sw^mies, each being an independent governor. They 
have ruined the institution, and brought discredit 
on it. What the character of his successor will be 
is not known. T’he disposition of the deceased 
was more that of a cow than a human being. Such 
was the will of God. 

This evening at half-past 6, Mangait&yi \ and 
her daughters PapJl, Ponnachi, and Nannachi, 
returned from Ohingleput. 

Sundai/, 92nd May 17^6, or 12th Vaujihi of Ak- 
sliaija. — A letter written on palmyra leaf sent by 
Chinnavanda Chetti from Negapatam, conveyed the 
following news. At Negapatam, a notice had been 
published that the pearl fishery would be commenced 


^ A kiud of monastery where acelihato priest lives with his disoiple»< 
t The abode of Siva. X wife of Rauga. Filial, 
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this season, and continue for three years ; that it 
would not be farmed out, hut that the Government 
itself would conduct the sale of the oysters fished 
up ; and that it would be open to every one to 
hid for them. The profits from the fishery this year 
were enormous. The value of the pearls obtained 
up to the present by the divers has been a lakh 
of pagodas. The merchants who purchased the oys- 
ters, and sold the pearls taken out of them, obtained 
a return of a hundred-fold. If they had waited for 
a month or two, and sold the pearls in the northern 
and western countries, they might have cleared 
two and-a-half or three times the amount of their 
outlay. The letter further stated that Arunachala 
Mudali the younger brother of Kalla Mudali, as 
well as the son of Kalld Mudali, and ChokkanSdha 
Mudali the son of Muttu Mudali, together with the 
elder brother of the latter, had been conducted as 
prisoners to Tanjore where they had been fettered, 
and severely beaten, and that for the last ten days, 
preparations for defence were being made in the fort 
at Negapatam, guns were being mounted on the 
walls, the garrison was being strengthened, and 
military stores were being laid in. Like tidings were 
also brought by many travellers. The merchants too 
say that they have received written communications 
to this effect. I have briefly recorded \\ hat I have 
heard on the subject. 

Friday, 27th May 17h6, or 17th Vaigdsi of Ak^ 
shaija . — At 9 this morning, T went to the Governor’s 

5 voi.. 1 1 . 


Chap. 

XYII. 


1746. 
Account 
therein cf 
the pearl 
tihhery. 


And pi'OtitJs 
o ith 

merchants. 


Intimates 
also that 
Amnachala 
3Judali and 
others were 
conducted 
as prisoners 
to tanjore. 


tions for 
defence at 
^'esapatam. 



34 


JnaNDA RANOA Pm,AVS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XVII. 


1746 . 

Letter from 
Muhammad 
Kamal to 
GoYernor. 

Who ques- 
tions diarisf 
regardinjc 
a certain 
suit. 


He replies. 


And objects 
to interfer- 
ence by 
M uhaiiimai.1 
Kauial. 


Governor 
directs that 
no reply be 
sent. 


house. CMnna Mudali, and Madananda Pandit, 
were interpreting to him a letter which the latter 
had received from Muhammad KamM. As soon as 
they had finished doing this, the Governor sent 
for me, and when I entered his presence, he asked 
why Muhammad KamiU had written to him to 
expedite the delivery of judgment in Suga Sing’s 
suit. I replied ; “ The case has now been decided. 
The arbitrators have signed their names. I will 
bring it up when you have leisure. But why should 
this man write about the matter ? Are we bound 
to make obeisance to him P He, and those like 
him, evidently think that a letter from them will 
be obeyed by us with trembling. For a bribe of ten 
rupees, these people will dash off a letter of recom- 
mendation. If we answer their communications, it 
will encourage them to flood us with more such in 
connection with all the suits dealt with in this town, 
and we shall hardly have time to transact any other 
business.” 'I'he Governor agreed with me, and 
asked who this person was. I replied that he was 
the son of the Nawab, by a concubine, and that 
he lived in a slum in Mylapore. He ordered Chinna 
Mudali and Madananda Pandit not to answer the 
letter ; and when they had departed, he asked me 
whether the matter in which Arun&chalam was 
concerned had been disposed of. I said that the 
money was being realized. I next entreated him, 
most earnestly, to give a favorable reply in KHrikai] 
Tiruv^ngadam’s case. He said that as this man had! 
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taken upon himself to swear to the falsehood of the 
bond given by the wife of Kasthri Rangaiyan, he was 
no longer fit to hold a post under the Company. He 
spoke of him in very angry terms indeed ; as though 
he was smarting under the deceptions practised upon 
him by Tiruvengadam. To all his objections I 
returned suitable explanations, and bj* the promise 
of a present I succeeded in appeasing his wrath, and 
in inducing him to consent to allow the man to 
resume his appointment. With regard to IMadame 
Febvrier’s petition as to the disposal of a quantity 
of paddy, I suggested his writing to M. Paradis for 
information. After this, I effected the release of 
Tiruvengadam from custody, and had everything 
amicably arranged. 

To-day, the Governor wrote a letter to M. 
Paradis. 

Sundaii, 29tli May 17k6, or 19tli Valgus! of 
Aksliuya . — This morning, on his way from the 
church, where he had attended service, M. Dupleix 
received a petition from Pilla Chetti, the younger 
brother of Vei^yuda Chetti of Lalapettai, who was 
then under detention in the house of the chief of 
the peons for a debt of Rs. 1,000 due to the Gov- 
ernor, in connection with some goods which he had 
purchased. After he had read the paper, he sum- 
moned Ranga Pillai to his house, and asked him who 
Pills, Chetti was. He replied that he was a merchant 
of L§,Mp^ttai, and that he was in confinement for 
some arrears due by him, which he explained. The 
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— ' bazaar merchants, should be brought before him. 
Sends for They were accordingly produced. He then sent his 

diarist, 

Aramchaia Hiace-bearer to call me. 1 was at my arecanut store- 
ottos*.'*”** house, and at once repaired to him . He instructed me 
to send for Lazar. When he arrived, the Governor 
called in PillS Chetti, AruiHchala Ohetti, and all the 
petty-bazaarmen. He then caused the petition to 
?om“fa‘inf be read out, and had the contents of it explained 

ant. 

to them. It set forth that Arunachala Chetti and 
Accountant Ranga Pillai had compelled the petitioner, 
AnSaia goo^s, ou the pretence that they were 

UoTemor’s those of the Governor, that he had asked them 

auoonntant i i i 

ot extortion, whether a man who had come to protect them, and 
to dispense even-handed justice, would resort to such 
an oppressive measure, that they thereupon kept 
him out in the sun, forcibly took the goods back to 
their own houses, and sold them at three-quarters 
of the cost price, that to meet the loss thus occa- 
sioned he was obliged to dispose not only of his own 
goods, but also his other private property; that 
the total amount thus realized being insufidcient, he 
was detained in custody, that he was an invalid and 
had owing to a paralytic stroke lost the power of 
speech, that he would die if left in prison, that, 
exclusive of brokerage, he had paid the two accused 
a bribe of 1,600 rupees, that there were witnesses 


• Ulank in original, 
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Mondai/, 30th ^Iwj 17h6, nr SOfh Vaigdsl of 
Akshaya . — This evening at about S, with the object 
of procuring the release of Tadi Aruniichalam, I 
went to the house of the Governor. I was informed 
that he was playing cards, and consequently betook 
myself to the arecanut storehouse, on the pial of 
which I sat down. I then saw' two peons carrying 
letters from Surat to the Governor. Appu soon 
after informed me that a gazette and despatch from 
France had been received, and that the gazette was 
being read. I returned home pleased with the 
thought that there was a chance of being made 
acquainted with the state of affairs in Furope, and 
deferred to the morrow speaking to the Governor on 
behalf of Tadi ArunSchalara. 1 shall record what 
the contents of the letters from Surat are, after 
having made inquiries regarding them. 

Tuesday, 31st Ma y 17l(-6, nr 21M VaigcUi nj Ak- 
shaya . — I repaired early this morning at half-past 6 
to the Governoi’’s residence wdth the view' of, before 
he dressed and went out, seeing him concerning the 
matter of Tadi Arundchalam w'hose release I was 
hoping to procure by paying the Governor 1,000 
pagodas. I inquired of the accountant, Ranga Pillai, 
w'hether the w’hole sum of Rs. 3, *200 had been paid 
up, and w^hether T could report to that effect. He 
replied : “ You may. The amount has been received 
in full. His release should be effected at once.” I 
then approached and saluted the Governor, who was 
smoking, and at the same time reading the gazette 
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from Prance. He asked what, had brouo-ht me 
there. I replied : “ The money due by Arunachalam 
is ready for payment. Maj" I bring it ? ” He said : 
“ In rnpees ? ” I rejoined : “ In fanams. We have 
the equivalent of 3,‘iOO rupees iu fanams — a rupee 
being reckoned as equal to eight fanams.” He an- 
swered : “ Then lodge the amount with my account- 
ant.” I said that I would, and requested him to 
set Arun^chalam tree. He replied : “ Wait. Orders 
will be issued. Deposit the amount with Banga 
Pillai.” I accordingly returned to the accountant 
and told him that the Grovernor had desired me to 
pay the amount to him ; and as this was with him 
already, I requested him to communicate the receipt 
of 8,200 rupees, in fanams, to the Governor. In the 
meanwhile — this being a festival day— the Governor 
dressed and set out for the church, to attend service 
there. Not being able to make the report, we two 
merely made our obeisances to him. He then got 
into a palanquin . . . * 

■ Wednesday, 1st June 17U6, or 22nd Vaigasi of 
Akshaija . — This morning I waited on the Governor. 
The sum of 1 ,000 pagodas, paid on behalf of Tadi 
Arunachalam, was remitted yesterday to the Deputy 
Governor M. Legou. I was therefore anxious to 
move the Governor to set him at liberty. But when 
I visited him, I found that lie was in extremely 
low spirits, which made me, too, sad. Judging 


* Blank in the original. 
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therefore that it was not a fitting time for me to Crap. 
broach the subject, I retired to my arecanut store- 
house. What could have been the cause of his marked 
depression ? According to the gazette, the King of letues.^’ 
France has placed a new sovereign on the throne of 
Ensrland, and the old one is about to flee the country. toid“m 

® gazette. 

He, moreover, has subdued all the dominions of the 
Queen of Hungary, with the exception of the capital, 
and is consequently in high spirits. The French 
Company represented to the King that the English Complaint 
Company, although it had entered into an agreement 
that there should be no hostilities in India between 
the English and French, had nevertheless sent out 
some men of war, and captured the French ships 
from China and Manilla, had in other ways caused 
numerous losses to the French Company, and had 
thereby brought discredit on the French nation. 

The King, greatly enraged at this, addressed a Despatch 

ti'Oiii King 

despatch to the following effect to the States of 
Holland, calling, at the same time, upon the Dutch mem"'* 
ambassador to write to his master a similar 
message : “ When war was declared between the 
English and us, we informed you that, in view of your 
intimate connection n itli the former, you might be 
prepared for hostilities with us. You then asserted 
that you would not favour them. On this w'e invited 
you to take our side, and fight against the English ; 
but you declared that you would be neutral. We 
then asked you whether you were not at heart friendly 
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to the English. Your answer was, however, in the 
negative. When ihey basely took our ships, you 
purchased these, together with their cargoes. In 
what way were you warranted in doing this ? Your 
action shows that you are attached to the interests 
of the English. You must either restore to us the 
ships and the value of their ladings, or declare war.” 
The Company has consequently written to the 
Governor that the money would be recovered. 
Another welcome piece of news is the receipt of 
intelligence that ten ships from France are on their 
way hither. In the face of favourable reports such 
as these, why should he he so dejected as he is? 
It is difficult to account for it. Two or three cir- 
cumstances occur to me, any one of which might 
possibly have occasioned this despondency in him. 
Firstly, there is the possibility of tliere being some- 
thing prejudicial to him officially. Secondly, there 
was a rumour, about a month ago, that two com- 
missioners had been appointed to investigate certain 
allegations of misconduct brought against liim: 
this might possibly be the case. Thirdly, he has, 
without the orders of the Chmpany or the approval 
of the Council, expended immense sums of money 
from his own purse, in collecting materials for war. 
All his efforts will prove fruitless if the new King 
of England is crowned, and an end put to the 
war; and it is doubtful what view the Company 
ivould then take of the expenses which he has 
incurred. This apprehension may possibly weigh 
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upon his mind. I conclude that one of these three 
matters must he afFecting his spirits. But Heaven 
knows what he has actually at heart. When 
the ships arrive, everything will be manifest. 

I went from the arecanut storehouse to the 
place where the wedding of the daughter of my 
neighbour, S^maiyan, was being celebrated, and 
returned home at about 11. 

This afternoon at about 5, S^shachala Chetti 
requested me to go with him for the purpose of 
inviting the son of RIjauna Chetti of Karikh, and 
the son of Dorai B^lu Chetti of Negapatam— the 
two men who are to marry his daughters — to par- 
take of food with him. I accordingly accompanied 
him to SunguvSr’s choultry, which is situated behind 
my garden-house, invited them, accepted the cloths 
presented to me, and reached my house at about 8. 

Thursday, 2nd June 17k6, or 23rd Vaigasi of 
Alcshaya . — I went this morning to the Governor’s 
house, and took a seat in the northern verandah, 
where a sentinel was on guard. The Governor, as 
he was passing on his way to the office where 
M. Mathieu was making up accounts, saw me, and 
called out : “Rangappa; come here.” 1 went up, 
and saluted him. He at once asked me if I had 
lieard the news from Europe. I replied: “Sir, 
the intelligence which I have received may be partly 
true, and partly untrue. If you condescend to en- 
lighten me, I shall hear nothing but correct news.’’ 
He said that as it was all in the gazette, it must by 
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whomsoever imparted to me be true. He then 
related to me the following with regard to the 
Kings of England : — 

In 1648, the paternal grandfather of the man 
who now claims to be king was King of England. 
Troubles then began, and a dispute occurred between 
him and the nation. The people rose in rebellion, 
and beheaded their ruler. An individual, name un- 
known, who was a country gentleman, was appointed 
to succeed him, and as the sons of the beheaded 
monarch, and the father of the man who now sets 
himself up as king, were both young, they hid them- 
selves in another country. Such being the state of 
affairs, the king who at present occupies the throne 
oppressed the people of Scotland and Ireland, and 
plundered them of all their wealth. This he 
did with a view to enrich and strengthen his own 
country. The merchants of both Scotland and 
Ireland being impoverished by his exactions, 
took counsel together ; and sent a message to the 
sons of the beheaded king, who were in concealment 
elsewhere, inviting them to come over to their own 
country with an armed force, and promising to assist 
them to the crown, by dethroning the then king. 
Thereupon, these people repaired to the King of 
Eiance, anct made him acc^uainted with all their 
affairs. He took them under his protection. He 
afterwards wrote secretly to the merchants of 
Scotland and Ireland, and secured their help. They 
were all waiting for a good opportunity. 
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Prior to this, the Emperor of Austria had died. 
He left no son to succeed him. His daughter, the 
Queen of Hungary, however, seized all the domin- 
ions of the empire. The Duke of Bavaria who, 
in the absence of a son, claimed the throne as the 
heir of the deceased Emperor, sought the help of 
the King of France, and agreed if he would help 
him to become Emperor, to deliver Flanders, which 
lies next to Holland, into his hands. "With the 
assistance of 60,000 soldiers, furnished to him by 
the King of France, the Duke of Bavaria advanced 
with his own army, deposed the Queen of Hungary, 
and became Emperor. The Queen of Hungary was 
provoked at the conduct of the King of France, 
because he had helped the Duke with 60,000 of 
his troops, and was instrumental in making him 
Emperor, and she accordingly declared war against 
France. Whilst the war betw’een her and the French 
was in progress, the English sent troops to aid 
the former. As these then fought against those of 
France, the king of that country became enraged, 
and declared war against England. The French 
took possession of Jamaica, which was the source to 
the English of a revenue of six or seven crores,* 
and further captured various cities and towns in the 
dominions of the English. The King of France 
also incited the claimant to the English throne to 
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start on his contemplated expedition, and assisted 
him with troops. The latter proceeded with his 
undertaking, the merchants and other inhabitants 
of Scotland and Ireland coming forward to receive 
him, and treating him with all the respect due to 
kings. They made him the ruler of their country, 
and fought against the King of England, whose 
capital is London. Thereupon, some people in 
London sent a message to the recently arrived king 
declaring that they were ready to obey him. 

Taking into consideration all these things, the 
then occupant of the English throne arrived at the 
conclusion that he had no prospect of success, and 
gathering together all his effects, he made ready to 
retreat to where he had previously resided. The 
setting in of winter has interrupted military opera- 
tions. As this communication was written at that 
time it is not now exactly known whether he has 
succeeded in making his escape, or has fallen into 
the hands of his enemies. 

As there is no King of Holland, the people of 
that country have put themselves under the protec- 
tion of the King of England, and have been assisting 
the English, in this time of trouble, with men and 
money. The Dutch have thus been carrying on 
their government with the help of England. The 
new king was not countenanced by them : they 
retained their allegiance to the old one, and took 
the necessary precautions to hinder the former 
being installed on the throne. The affairs of the 
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Dutch will therefore not run so smoothly as 
before, and their country will gradually fall into 
decay. Moreover, their power has been crippled for 
the territory of the Emperor which borders on 
Holland has been occupied by the French, who have 
also seized many of the possessions of the English. 
As the Dutch ships bound for Holland will neces- 
sarily have to pass the shores of Flanders, along 
which are forts garrisoned by French soldiers, they 
will at once be captured. Being thus beset with 
dangers and difficulties on all sides, the Dutch are 
dispirited, and feel that their power is declining. 

The gazette further states that the King of 
France has seized all the possessions of the Queen 
of Hungary, with the exception of her capital, and 
that, having regard to his various con<|uests, there 
is no other king in Europe enjoying so much 
glory, renown, and happiness as he does. 

The gazette, too, says : “ Five vessels — three 
being the property of the French Company trading 
to China, one belonging to M. de la Bourdonnais and 
returning from that country, and the last one from 
Manilla, were captured by the English, taken by^ 
them to Batavia, and sold to the Dutch. This was 
made by the Company the subject of a complaint to 
the King of France, and it further took exception to 
the conduct of the English in the East, in capturing 
French ships. The king was enraged, and sent an 
ambassador to the Dutch with instructions to deliver 
the following ultimatum : ‘You promised us not to 
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aid the English. How, then, when they captured 
certain vessels of ours, and brought them to you for 
sale, could you knowingly have purchased them? 
We demand immediate payment of the value of the 
China ships, the outlay incurred in that country for 
the cargoes, the profit which would probably have 
been realized by the sale of these in France, and the 
charges for establishment, etc. connected therewith ; 
as well as the restoration of the treasure laden in 
the Manilla ship, together with her value, and the 
expenses incurred in connection therewith. If our 
request is not complied with immediately after com- 
munication of it by our ambassador, we declare war.’ ” 
Thus there is every hope of the money shipped from 
China and Manilla being regained. 

“In such terms,” said the G-overnor to me, “ the 
gazette recounts the political events of Europe.” 
1 have written down briefly, and in a few words, 
what appeared to me the most interesting parts of 
his story. When he had completed his narrative, 
I told him that because the English had behaved 
to the dissatisfaction of the French here, God had 
prepared exceeding trouble for them at the very 
fountain-head in Europe. I further expressed 
myself in terms calculated to please and conciliate 
him. He was gratified, and spoke disparagingly of 
the English. He asked, what would be the fate of 
the English ships of war, which had been making 
so much fuss, and domineering here, with what confi- 
dence those who manned them could cruise on these 
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seas, and how they proposed to return to Europe. 
I struck in with him, and repeated to the echo his 
taunts regarding the English. My words infused 
vast joy into the heart of the Grovernor, who 
dwelt on the history of France. He explained 
to me the constitutionrd history of England, and 
told me that the King of that country possesses no 
power, and has to be subject to and obey the man- 
dates of the English Parliament, that as he is thus 
devoid of authority, once every forty or forty-five 
years the reigning sovereign is deposed, and another 
raised to the throne, and that this is the law obtain- 
ing in the English kingdom. Upon this I said to the 
Governor : “ During your life-time you have seen the 
deposition of one king, and the accession of another, 
and now the second monarch is deposed, and the 
son of the former ruler has come to the throne.” 
“ Such things,” I continued, “ happen because the 
reigning sovereign has no semblance of power ; 
all of which is exercised by the Parliament, which 
can at will depose one king, and raise another to 
the throne.” “ It is true,” remarked the Governor ; 
“ during the last 200 years this has happened five 
times.” “ You have told me these many things,” said 
I to him, “and now please inform me, when the 
ships from France are expected here, as 1 am in the 
dark regarding this.” He smiled, made a gestui'e 
with his hand as if to stop my speaking, and took a 
pace or two. “ Sir,” I continued, “ your discourse 
has all this time filled my ears with delight, and my 
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soul with rapture. If you would but tell me good 
news as to when the ships are to be looked for, I 
could know no greater joy.” On hearing me express 
myself thus, the Governor turned round, and said : 
“ In seven or eight days more they will arrive, 
and your heart will be made glad.” After this, he 
told me that he required a horse for presentation 
to a great man, and desired me to buy him one. I 
said that I would, and seeing that this was a fit 
opportunity, preferred a request foi’ the I’elease from 
custody of Tadi Arun§,chalam. To this he replied : 
“ Rangappa; look at this petition. It was written 
by Venkatdsa Aiyan, against Tadi ArunSchalam. So 
many accusations liaving been made, how can I set 
him free ? ” I rejoined ; “ It was only yesterday that 
he paid the fine of 1,000 pagodas to the Company. 
1'hat was imposed as a punishment on him, solely for 
all these offences. Be pleased, therefore, to make no 
further objection, and direct that he be set free.” 
The Governor answered ; “ This man and ArumpStai 
went to work together ; the former, when employed 
under the cashier, plundered the Company; and the 
latter, when under the warehouse-keeper, did the 
like, with the connivance of the Brahmans in charge. 
Thus, between them, they have defrauded the Com- 
pany of nearly a lakh of pagodas. Can they not pay 
4,000 or 6,000 ? ” I said : “ They are your slaves, 
and will remain so. They will do as you desire. But 
on this occasion, please order his release.” The 
Governor told me that on my account he consented 
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to the discharge of Tadi Arundchalani, and forthwith 
directed that he should be set at liberty. I there- 
upon sent word to the chief of the peons to release the 
man, and this was accordingly done. I afterwards 
summoned Muruga Pillai, accountant of the court, 
and directed him to remove the attachment on the 
house and pi'operty of Tadi Arunachalain. 

In the evening, the chief of the peons went to the 
Governor, and reported that as the PathSn named 
Jdnd Khin, the defendant in the suit brought by 
Sa’adat Khan, another Pathan, had fled, his wife and 
children, who were in confinement, had been for the 
last twenty days suffering for want of food, that the 
horse belonging to the man was being starved to 
death, as the money to feed the animal was not 
forthcoming, that there were no funds to pay the 
monthly wages of 18 fanams to the person who had 
been deputed to watch the defendant’s house, and 
that the individuals imprisoned had no means of 
defraying these expenses. The Governor, there- 
upon, ordered that they should be released. ' He 
afterwards sent for me, and desired me to purchase 
for him, at a favourable price - wdthout however 
mentioning his name — the horse of the absconding 
PatMn. I promised to do so, and took leave. 

As I was talking with the Governor, two 
couriers arrived from Surat with a despatch from 
France, and letters addressed to some of the 
Europeans, the contents of which have not yet 
been made known. 
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This morning, the Governor inquired how areca* 
nuts were sellinof. I told him that they were being 
disposed of at Cuddalore at five pagodas an avanam.* 
He asked me how it was that merchants did not come 
to buy them. I said that T had not inquired regard- 
ing the matter. Thereupon, he sent for the official 
accountants, and ordered them to make it known 
to the toll collectors that, in future, no one should 
bring areca-nuts from Cuddalore. He sent also for 
the bazaarmen, and told them, through the same 
officials, that as there was a misunderstanding 
between him and the English, no one should bring 
areca-nuts, or other goods, from English territory, 
and sell them in Pondicheiy. He also summoned 
Riimachandra Aiyan, the accountant of the sea 
customs office, and enjoined on him that if any 
one should import areca-nuts from Cuddalore, or 
from the south, he should tell them that they 
were not allowed to land such goods here, but must 
take them back ; and he gave strict orders that 
henceforth these nuts should not be brought from 
foreign places. 

Fndaij, 3rd June I7!i.6, or Vaigchi of Ak- 

shaija . — All the inhabitants of the town, with the 
exception of one or two in each house, repaired to 
Villiyanallur, to attend the car-festival there. Con- 
sequently, all the streets looked deserted. 


Avapani = 20,000 areca-nuts. 
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Judging from the order of the Governor pro- 
hibiting the importation of areca-nuts from Cudda- 
lore, two of mj supposed causes for his dejection in 
spite of the happy news in the gazette from France 
do not exist. His tenure of office is evidently not 
affected, and the report circulated two months ago 
of the appointment of two commissioners, to in- 
quire into his administration here is likewise without 
foundation. Whether his fear that the whole of the 
outlay incurred on account of the equipment for 
military purposes may be thrown upon his shoulders 
was the actual cause is not yet clear. The progress 
of events will reveal the truth. 

Wcdne.'^Juy, 8tJt June I'lkS, <>r 29ili Vaujdsl of 
Akshaija . — The following occurred to-day. 'J'here 
was a car-festival in honour of the local deity of the 
followers of Vishnu. The car, after having passed 
through the Grand Bazaar road, was being dj'aAvn 
along Tambi Nayinfir’s street, in which, as it 
approached the house of Perumal Kayakkaii, the 
umbrella attached to the summit of it came in 
contact AAdth a cocoanut tree, and collapsed; but 
before it fell, people laid hold of it from below. 
This incident hoAvever eA^oked general apprehen- 
sion amongst the townsmen- spectators as well as 
others — who believed that it portended some cala- 
mity to the town, or something uiitow'ard either to 
their ruler, or to the authorities of it, or to the Xawfib 
of the Subah of Arcot ; or tliat some accident would 
occur to the temple itself. The interpretations 
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nurxdcuj, 8th * Jane 17 U6, or 30th Vaigmiof Ak- 
.ihajiii . — The record concerning this day is as follows. 
The marriages of two daughters of S^sh§,chala Chetti 
took place, during one and the same Muhdrtara,t 
between the 12th and 15th Indian hour, on Saturday 
night last, 2oth VaigS,si [4th June]. The husband 
of one girl was the son of one Rajanua Chetti of 
Tirumalairayanpattanam, and that of the other was 
the son of one Balu Chetti of Madura, a resident 
of Negapatam. But as the two weddings were per- 
formed during the same Muhurtam, the expenses 
were much curtailed, that is, they were within 
, I pagodas. At 6 this evening, M. 
Dupleix,his wife, M. Dubois, Maclaine d’ Ksprdmenil, 
ivl. Lhostis, and Madame Cornet, came to the 
wedding, occupied seats for half an Indian hour, 
then went into the reception room, visited the brides 
and bridegrooms, returned to the leaf pavilion, sat 
down at the refreshment table, and ate some sweets; 
and having remained another half an Indian hour, 
took leave. On their arrival, twenty-one guns were 
fired ; and there was a similar salute when they 
took their seats, when they sat down to refreshments, 


^ Sic in original, evidt^otly an error for 9th. 

t An auspicious hour astrologically fixed for a marriage, laying the 
fouudation uf a building, etc. 

J Blank iu the original- 
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when they rose, and w’hen they departed. When 
the Governor arrived, a present was given privately, 
viz., Rs. 1,000 to him and Rs. 100 to his wife. But 
in the pavilion, only betel, nut, tlowers, and rose- 
water, were presented to them. 

Saturdaii, 11th June 17It6, or 1st Ani of Ak- 
shaija . — At 6 this morning, S^shachala Chetti came 
to me and said : “ Let us go to the Governor, and 
obtain leave for the procession to take place. We 
must also apply to him for permission for a salute 
of seven guns, and for a present of cloths to be 
made on the occasion of the visit to him duriiio- the 
course of the procession of the newly-married 
couples.” 1 thereupon remarked: “You no doubt 
celebrated marriages in your house during the days 
of M. Beauvollier, M. Lenoir, and M. Dumas, Did 
they then allow salutes to be tired r” He replied: 
“Inhere was a marriage in the days of M. Lenoir, 
but he was visited at night, and consequently there 
was no salute. But M. Dumas, when he was Gov- 
ernor, authorized the firing of one.’’ 1 rejoined : 
“As far as I recollect, pipes and drums were played 
beside the palanquin during the conduct of the pro- 
cession you refer to, and when the couples reached 
the Governor, he made them a gift of cloths, but no 
salute was fired.” He repeated : “Once in M. Dumas’ 
time, guns were fired.” I then said: “We will go 
to the Governor, and explain this to him clearly.” 
We accordingly went to the Governor at about 7, 
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when he had dressed, and was seated in the drawing 
room. Sungu S^shachala Chetti, Karuttambi Nayi- 
nar, and I, greeted him there. Addressing me, he 
said : “ What ha.s brought you all here ? ” I replied : 

Sungu Raman wishes to arrange for a procession, 
for which he seeks your permission.” He said; 
“ Let him proceed with it.” I made answer; “He 
requests that when the bridegrooms and brides 
repair hither they should be i-eceived with suitable 
honours.” He asked : “What may these be?” I 
replied : “ He wishes that a salute should be fired.” 
He then said ; “ Is there a precedent ? ” I answered ; 
“ He states that M. Dumas accorded that honour. 
But my recollection is that the playing in the proces- 
sion of drums and pipes alongside the palan(|uin was 
permitted, and that when the pair reached the Gov- 
ernor’s house, a present of cloths was made. But 
I do not know what further took place.” The Gov- 
ernor upon this exclaimed ; “ After my arrival here, 
thei'e was a marriage in Kanakaraya Mudali’s house, 
for which no salute was authorized. Besides, these 
are the days of war, and the permission sought 
cannot be given. Do not mention such a thing as 
the firing of cannon in these disturbed times.” I 
communicated what he said to Sungu S^shachala 
Chetti. The latter then conveyed to me how much 
the grant of the favour would contribute to his exalt- 
ation, and honour. Wlien the Governor was made 
acquainted with the views of SSshSchala Chetti, 
he ejaculated ; “ AVhy this ostentatious display in 
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his present circumstances ? The discharge of his 
obligations to the Company, and the settlement of 
accounts with his partners would he of more honour 
to him.” I then requested tlsat permission might 
be accorded for the use of drums and pipes, and 
that the two bridegrooms might each be presented 
with four yards of broad-cloth, and the brides 
with a cloth and bodice each. He replied; “ Well : 
there is broad-cloth with me. You had better 
procure for me the other two articles of dress.” 
Promising to do this, I returned to S^shS-chala 
Chetti, and without communicating the other iv marks 
made, told him that the Governor had based his 
refusal on the precedent of the marriage in Kanaka* 
rSya Mudali’s house, and requested him to pay his 
respects, and come n.way. He accordingly saluted the 
Governor with an obeisance, and retired. I also took 
leave. S^shtichala Chetti and I then repaired to my 
areca-nut storehouse, where I told him to proceed 
Avith the necessary arrangements for the procession, 
and said that the visit to the Governor should be at 7 
in the evening. I next instructed Arunfichala Chetti 
to send for a couple of women’s cloths, and two 
bodices. Sith Venkatachala Chetti brought them 
from Sfishfichala Chetti’s own house; the former 
costing five, and the latter two pagodas, apiece. 
The bridegrooms and brides will receive to-night, 
from the hands of the Governor, eight yards of 
broad-cloth and a couple of sets of v/omen’s apparel, 
including a pair of bodices. 
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This night at 8, the bridegrooms and brides from 
Sungu SSshSchala Chetti’s house paid a visit to 
the Governor. An hour before this, I summoned 
Accountant Eanga Pillai to my areca-nut store- 
house, made over to him the two silk-cloths and 
bodices purchased for the Governor, and asked bim 
whether he had broad-cloth. He replied that he had 
none with him, and that he did not know whether 
the Governor had any in his possession. He then 
delivered the articles to Diego, who advised the Gov- 
ernor of their receipt. He thereupon summoned me, 
and as soon as I entered, and had saluted him, 
he observed: “You have not sent for broad-cloth 
from the magazine at the fort.” I replied : “ When 
I asked you this morning whether I might bring for 
your .signature an order directing the supply of it, 
you said that the article wa-f here, anil that no indent 
need be made.” On thi.s he desired me to have one 
prepared addressed to M. Cornet. I then sent for 
M. Mathien, told him to make out an order, obtained 
the signature of the Governor, and sent it to the 
fort. But M. Cornet, on receiving it, said that it 
Avas hard on 8 o’clock then, and that the cloth Avould 
be supplied next morning. When Appu communi- 
cated this to the Governor, he was directed to inform 
me, which he did. Thereupon I sent for Arunachala 
Chetti, bade him bring a bale of broad-cloth, tore off 
a piece of nine yards, divided this into halves, and 
put them up. Before they could be delivered, the 
procession had passed Uttir§ Peddu Chetti’s house in 
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tLe Old Madras Gate street ; and accompanied by 
tom-toms, cymbals, and torclies, as also a couple of 
drums and a pipe, played by Europeans, stood facing 
tlie Governor’s house. Seeing that the broad- 
cloth had not yet arrived, I sent w'ord to Seshachala 
Chetti, to lead the procession on to the main road 
in which N^ainiya Pillai’s house lies, opposite to 
the temple of Yedapuri tswaran, and to proceed to 
the Governor’s residence by the road to the east- 
ward, which runs parallel to the sea. The procession 
accordingly passed the Deput}' Governor’s house, 
then entered the lane between the Government hoitse 
and that of M. Barthclemy, and reached the Gov- 
ernor’s residence. By this time, Arunachala Chetti 
had brought the broad-cloth required for presentation. 
I then repaired to the Governor, and informed him 
that the broad-cloth and other articles were ready. 
He asked me whether I had procured the former 
from my oavu house. I answered in the affirma- 
tive. The bridegrooms and brides, who had come 
in procession, alighted and presented themselves 
before the Governor who, in company with somci 
other Europeans, was standing behind his wife, and 
.saluted him. Be and the lady addressed a fetv con- 
gratulatory words to the newly-married couples, pre- 
sented them with betel, nut, ro.^e-water, and some 
perfumed powder, made a gift of the nine yards of 
broad-cloth, the couple of women’s cloths and the 
bodices, a^ already mentioned, wished them well, 
and bade them live in happiness ; after which the 
8 vot. 1 1 . 
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mai-fied pairs took leave. The procession then went 
on to my house, where I also made some presents, 
■and finally returned home at 10 o’clock. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

FliOJI JUSE 17.^0, TO JUNE 20rii. 171^0. 

iJiarist backs bond for M. de Baiisset — Who mentions fiUiiig out of a 
squadron by M, de la Bouidonnais — Sloop Elisabeth attacked by 
En^disli — M. de la Bonrdoiiiiais expected at Fondichery on SOth Jnne 
- -Couversation Trith M. de Bausset regarding appointment to chiol 
dubashship — He requests mention of a certain matter to Cliinna 
Mudali — Diarist goes to the Governor’s residence — Sees there Chinna 
JMudali, who mentions seizure of certain precious stones — Keply of 
Governor when return of these reciuested — Madananda Pandit 
demands present for intervention with the Governor-— Conversation 
with Gopala Aiyangar regarding certain marriages— Remarks of 
diarist — Difterence between opposite factions at a festival — Conversa- 
tion with Venkata Dikshatar touching his private affairs — Diarist 
attends a marriage — Non-arrival of ships considered a divine punisli* 
inent— Ship sighted— Proves to be only a coaster — Conversation 
with MM. Bruyeres and Desmarets — What they said— Subseejuent 
conversation — A bullock strays on to the rampaits — Officer of tlj© 
guard seizes it — Refuses to restore it — Causes it to be shot for food — 
Matter reported to Governor — Who causes inquiry — Officer imprisoned 
— Value of animal recovered from him— Remarks as to surprise 
caused by action of Governor — Diarist receives letter from dubash of 
Governor of Fort St. David — Its contents — These communicated to 
Governor— Diarist accuses his agent of embezzlement — Altercation 
with him — Boxes bis ears, and impristms him — Remarks regarding 
the delinquent, and his ingratitude — Ilis present position attributed 
to retributive justice of Heaven — Indisposition of Governor — Letter 
from a spy at Mylapore — States that Governor of Madras has 
requested seizure of all French subjects there — Governor of Pondi- 
chery addresses a remonstrance to Husain Sahib Tahir — Formal 
celebration of Holy Fucbjirist — Goveinor continues indisposed— 
Directs diarist to speedily dispose of suit of Suga Sing — Chinna 
Mudali interferes— Silenced by diari&t — Why Governor mentioned 
tlie suit of Suga Sing — He calls on diarist to provide money required 
by Husain Sahib — Diarist reminds liim of letter from Fort St. David 
“ Ho gives instructions as to reply — Shows some pearls to diarist— 
Who advises him not to purchase them — Consetiuently returned — 
Governor mentions settlement of difference between French and 
Dutch — Subsequent conversation regarding Manilla ship — Remarks 
of Governor touching prospects of English and Dutch Companies— 
Predicts downfall of former — And of the latter — Diarist concurs. 



fiNASDA RANOA PlffAI'S DtARt. 


do 


Cilxp. 

XVIII. 


174G. 

Bmnst 
bsicks bond 
for M. de 
Bausset. 


W!io 
mentions, 
tile iittinjf 
out of 
squadron 
by 31. fie la 
Bourdon, 
nais. 


JClisaheth 

on way 
from 

Karikal to 
3Iasea- 
reigiie 
attacked by 
Eiifflish. 


Snmhij, JStJi Jtiiie 1 7^6, or 2iid Aid of Alaliaya.— 
M. de Bausset liaving sent for mo tliis morning, 
I waited on him. He produced a bond bearing 
interest at G per cent, executed by him in favour 
of M. Dubois, and asked me to sign tliis jointly with 
him : I inserted in it a year’s time, and affixed my 
signature. It was drawn up in accordance with 
the terms and conditions pre.scribed for bonds and 
receipts to be executed in favour of Europeans, 
which had effect from the year Akshaya [1746], 
and maybe regarded as a clear illustration of these. 
M. de Bausset then gave me the following news : 
“ Five ships left Europe in Avani [August] last 
year, and arrived at Mascareigne on the 3rd Febru- 
ary 1746 bringing orders to M. de la Bourdonnais 
that he should attack the English. He, thereupon 
fitted out the recent arrivals and other ships for 
hostilities, made all other preparations, and sent 
in advance intimation to M. Dupleix that he woidd 
reach Pondichery on 30th May. This advice he 
despatched by the sloop Elisabeth, which had 
arrived at Mascareigne some time before the ships 
bearing the news of war. She reached KiirikM a 
month and-a-half ago, and after delivery of the 
letter, left to return to Mascareigne. As she was 
proceeding on her voyage along the eastern coast, 
and had passed Ycdaraniyam, she was encountered 
and surrounded by English men-of-war. On this, 
the crew immediately ran their sloop on shore and 
burnt her. It was through them that the speedy 
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comiag of tlio Freucli sliips became known, it is 
said that when the squadron arrives off the coast, 
the first point at which it wall touch will be Kiirikill, 
to which itbi'ings a few invalids, it will ship other 
hands in the room of those, and will also disembark 
boxes of silver. The landing of .silver and other 
articles re(piires that Karikal should be strengthened 
against attack, and the Governor has accordingly 
sent for this purpose soldiers and Malic sepoys. 
There can therefore be no occasion now for any 
delaj' in the arrival of the ships, and they may 
possibly roach that place this very hour. For the 
last ten days the thoughts of the Governor have been 
continually directed towards the sea. It is expected 
that on the 30th June the squadron will certainly 
be in the roads at Pondicherv.” M. de Bausset 
chatted with me in this manner on various topics 
connected with Karikal, and then he remarked : 
“ How is it that the post of chief dubash has not 
yet been conferred on you.” In response to this, 
I said: “Why should 1 deshe the appointment? 
As I am, what honours do I fail to receive ? I am 
granted torches. I am allowed a palanquin, I enjoy, 
far and wide, the good will of the European gentry, 
and indeed all marks of distinction that I could 
wish for are accorded to me, even when not holding 
office. Why then should 1 covet it ? As long as 
I am in the enjojment of the favour of you all, what 
is thei'e that I lack ? Moreover, there is nothing 
equal to the avocation of a trader.” He then 
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observed: “The post, indeed, is akin to the calling 
of a merchant. Anything additional ought to be 
welcome to one. Trading, of course, will continue 
to be vour line, and vour income will be enhanced 
by holding this office. Why then do you talk so 
perversely ? Do not speak in this way. Why do 
you cast aside what comes to you unsought ? There 
is at present no one so competent as yourself. If 
there was any individual amongst the Christians 
who could command the confidence of the public, 
the situation would, no doubt, be offered to him. 
But as matters stand, the Christians of this city are 
all paupers, and are of such condition that people 
are scarcely inclined to give them even alms. 
Chinna iMudali is unfit for the post, and it was 
decided, even in the days of 31, Dumas, that 
neither amongst the Christians, nor the Hindus, is 
there any person so well qualified as yourself to 
hold the place. M. Dupleix, too, has expressed himself 
in like terms as to your merits. The members 
of the Council — one and all — are praying God that 
the a23pointment may be given to you, for your 
conduct has so commended itself to them that they 
have entire confidence that in the event of your 
securing it, all their business will be most skilfully 
managed. Furthermore, in a des2)atch from the 
Governor and Council sent to the Company by the 
ship which left Tranquebar for Euroiie at the end of 
Mdsi [beginning of March] last, it was reported, in 
connection with the vacancy caused by Pedro’s death. 
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that none of the members of his family, such as 
his younger brother, etc., or imleed an}" one of the 
whole Christian communitv, was fit for the office. 
The despatch proceeded to say that there were, how- 
ever, one or two of the Hindus duly qualified, but that 
they had not applied, and owing to the Company’s 
trade being now at a stand-still, hardl}' cared for 
the post. It was couched in general terms of this 
nature, and purported to seek instructions in the 
matter. But what the (Governor wrote confidentially 
to the Company is not known. If, in view of your 
inability to procure the sum required for a ])rivate 
gift to him — as all your money is outstanding — 
another be appointed, some of the Councillors will 
not hesitate to decline to be parties to such an 
arrangement. In my opinion, the place cannot but 
fall to you. In the absence of the trade-ships, 
business is at present slack, and probably the 
appointment is kept in abeyance pending their 
arrival.” Then he said ; “ I borrowed 200 pagodas 
from Kanakaraya Mudali ; I have repaid the 
amount, but forgot to take back the bond ; I have 
mentioned this to Chinna Mudali ; please inform 
him.” I said that I would attend to his request, 
and took leave of him. 

AYlien I went from M. de Bausset’s to the Cov- 
ernor’s residence, I found Chinna Mudali, Madananda 
Pandit, and others, assembled there . . .* 


Chap. 

xviir. 

171<5. 
Srure«» 
l•^>^teat^ of 

(Ifspatch 
To the 
Company 
rearavdiJig 
t he 

vacan<-y. 


Expresses 
opinion as 
to result of 

appointing 

another. 


lle([Uests 
mention of 
a oertnm 
matter to 
Chinna 
Miidah. 


Dianst goes 
to Govfin- 
ment 
fluuse. 


* Blank in tlie original. 



Ch\p. 

XVIlf. 

He \ Hits 
M. de 

B uissiet and 
then p*)ei to 
(Governors 
house 


Sees there 
Tiinappa 
Hu(tal> wlko 
mentions 
seizure of 
certain 
precious 
stones. 


And reply 
of (ioTernor 
when 
return 
of these 
lV(|uested. 


64 ./A'iA-D^ RASai rillATH tlARY. 


Monday, ISth June IT^G, or 3rd Ani of Akshaya. 
— This moniin", as desired by M. Dubois, I weat 
to M. de Baiisset, and after conversing witli him, 
reached Governor’s residence at half-past f). I found 
there Tilnappa Mudali, Madananda Pandit, Krish- 
naiyan the Hasty, Gopalaiyan, and several others. 
I sat down ; and the first of them then said to me 
as follows : — 

Five or six da vs ago, some Guzeriitis brouo-lit a 

♦.O' O 

letter from Mahfuz Khan which stated that a month 
or forty days since, a parcel of precious stones 
belonging to a Guzerati merchant of Madras was 
being conveyed to Kegapatam, that this, which 
belonged to one Govardhana Dils, was seized at 
KarikSl, and it asked that the return of the packet 
might be ordered. When this was reported to the 
Governor, he made no reply, and we thought that 
fie consented to the request made. But he told 
us, to-day, to write an answer to Mahfviz Khiin, 
as follows ; ‘ Wfien a boat full of rice belonging 
to merchants of our town arrived at Guddalore, the 
people there seized it. We wrote to His Highness 
the Nawitb to order the release of it, but he took 
no notice of our demand. If he will now addi-ess 
the Government of Madras, and obtain the restora- 
tion of our property, we will return the parcel of 
precious stones.’ A letter is accordingly being 
despatched in these terms.” 

There w'ere about ten Guzerati men waitino" for 

O 

the restoration of the packet. It appears that when 
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the letter of Malifuz Kh an was communicated to 
the Governor, he said nothing with regard to it, 
and Madandnda PancUt, who read it, inferred from 
this that he had given his consent. He thereupon, 
after consultation with Chinna Mudali, told the 
Guzeratis that they must give him a present for 
interestinsf himself with the Governor on their behalf, 
and also one to M. Dnpleix for according his con- 
sent. The Guzeratis apparently agreed to do this. 
But the Governor ordered a letter to be written in 
the terms mentioned, and I have heard that when 
the subject of a gift was mentioned to him, he would 
not listen to the proposal. 

Prom the Governor’s residence, I went to a marri- 
age at the house of the Brahman assayer employed at 
Madras, near the Madras gate. From there, 1 went 
home. At 4 in the afternoon, I went to my Brahman 
village. Some fifteen days ago, the tank there was 
cleaned ; two days afterwards the water in it was 
muddy ; now it was said that it was clear ; I went 
just to see if this was true or not. I was glad to 
find that the water was quite clean and clear. I 
met there Venkata Dikshatar ; he told me .that he 
had learnt from Gdpala Aiyangar that the marriage 
of one Venkata Rao, the last son of Adakki Srini\ asr. 
Pandit, had been concluded. I then asked Go{)ala 
Aiyangar * what the style of it was. He said that 
it was pretty good, that some 6,000 or 7,000 poor 
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Brahmans — at the rate of 1 ,000 a daj — had been 
fed at it, that garments, and women’s cloths had 
been freely distributed to all comers, that MiySn 
S^ib of lltramallhr, S^shadri Pillai,* and his younger 
brother, Nachanna Pillai, had come to it, with their 
families and children, that as the festival of the 
month of Yaigasi [June], that is, Glaruda SSrvai, and 
the marriage fell on the same day, some of the rela- 
tives came for it, and others for the festival, though 
the report was that all came for the former. Fur- 
ther, that amongst the Brtihmans there were some 
highly religious persons of the Tattuv^di class,t 
each with a ciioinbu,| that on their account there 
was an increase in expenses, that 1,500 pagodas were 
spent in alms alone, that in addition to these charges, 
the marriage ceremonies of one DhanukkStti, the 
son of Bhiraa Oao Pandit, the younger brother of 
Srinivdsa Pandit were also performed, that, this wed- 
ding, too, was a pretty large one, that Husain SShib 
gave Rs. 1,000 towards the expenses, that Saiyid 
’ All Kh iin also gave a certain sum, that Miyan SShib 
contributed 200 pagodas, that the rest was his own 
money, and that the ceremony, on the whole, was 

I then observed; “ SrinivSsa 
Pandit possesses a remarkably munificent spirit, 
and is never niggardly as some are. Few acquire 


1 


Eemarks^f an imposmg One 

diaiisl/to 

hea^ig 
thfese. 


^ This was apparently the father-in-law of Ananda Ranga Pillai. 
t Called also mark^hearing Brahmans. Their title is Pandit- or Rao. 

^ A small metal-pot usually of copper or brass, used as a drinking cup. 
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credit as he does by spending, when opportunities 
offer, money with discretion. Does not liberality — 
betoken a good heart ?” 

Gop^la Aiyangar continued : “ There was a differ- 
euce bettveen the KammSlars * and the Kavarais on faaions at 

a festival 

the seventh day. This hindered the drawing of the 
car; and the festival was resumed only on the night 
of the eighth day, after communication with Sam- 
pdti Rao at Arcot, and receipt of instructions from 
him; both factions having then acquiesced in the 
conduct of the procession in the manner obtaining at 
Kumbakonam.” 

After this, Venkata Dikshatar conducted me com-eisa- 

^ • non ■with 

inside the house, where lie said to me: “ The mother iSitar) 

c r , T 11 1 ■ , • conceming 

of one oi the women who brougnt a suit ag-ainst 
me about seven or eight years back, came here, 
and asked for my sister. On being informed 
by some one that she bad left this long ago, she 
made inquiries concerning my affairs.” I replied ; 

“ Be the purpose of her visit what it may, you know Diavi.it 
the character of the present Governor. He would 
not be satisfied that the case was one adjudicated 
on and settled in the days of M. Dumas. He would 
first put you in close confinement, without even 
permitting you to go out for your meals, and would 
not release you until he had ascertained the facts, and 


* The Kammalars form the Goldsmith caste, and aie one of the “ left 
hand” faction. The Kavarais, known also as Balijas, are the trading 
caste of the Telugus, and belong to the ‘‘light band.” Quarrels on 
questions of religions observances are common between these two great 
divisions of the Hindn community. 
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satisfied himself that you were destitute, and without 
means, and this he would do only after you had 
been put to a deal of trouble. If you therefore leave 
this to-morrow for the marriage, instead of doing so 
three days hence, we shall see what will happen.” 

After paying my respects to my priest, who was 
waiting for me in the street, I took leave of him, got 
into my palanquin, and {)roceeded on my way back to 
my house. On the road I was overtaken by a squall 
of wind from the west, the violence of which 1 can 
hardly describe ; and it was half-past 7 when I arrived 
at the gate of the city. Here I was met by some 
persons who invited me to a marriage at the house 
of Annapurna Aiyan, where the ceremony was just 
about to be performed. In response to their invi- 
tation, I went there, attended the wedding, and 
returned home at 9. 

Xothing remarkable has been heard in the town. 
The eyes of all here are fixed upon the sea looking 
for the appearance of the tradeships. The non- 
arrival of these is a divine punishment for the 
manifold vices of the townsfolk. But He knoweth 
that they can endure the strain no longer, and I 
trust that He will look upon them with compassion, 
and restore them to happiness. But His mind is 
impenetrable and we. His creatures, will only be 
granted what is in accordance with our deserts. 

Tueadaij, Ik-fh June 17 i6, or kth Ani of Akshaija . — 
This morning at 7, a flag was hoisted as a signal 
that a ship had been sighted in the southern 
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quarter. The Governor, who had gone full of joy to 
the terrace of his house to look at her, received in- 
telligence by a catamaran which had been despatched 
to her that she belonged to Hasan Marakkayan, 
and was on her way from Porto Xovo to Merkanam, 
to obtain a cargo of salt. When the note contain- 
ing this information was read to the Governor, ht; 
retired moodily to his house. 

As I was in the areca-nut storehouse, M. 
Bruyeres, who is a member of Council and Attor- 
ney of the King, passed by, accompanied by M. 
Desmarets ; and stepping up to me, inquired the 
news of the day. “What is there,” .said I, “but 
the universal cry for the arrival of the trade- 
ships.” Upon this they acijuaiuted me with the 
following intelligence, which they said that they had 
heard from M. de Bausset yesterday, viz., that the 
Governor had received advice that the squadron had 
reached ^lascareigne on 3rd February ; that it was 
likely to be here on 30th May ; and that he bad been 
required to have in readiness some goods and food- 
stuffs. 3'hey observed that there would be no further 
delay, and that the ships would undoubtedly arrive 
hi the roads within ten days. They then inquired 
why I had not yet been a])pointed to the Company’s 
courtiership ; knowing as they did, that the Governor 
had already addressed the Directors concerning 
me, by the ship which had sailed for France from 
Tranquebar. I told them that I preferred to remain 
a merchant, and that there was nothing so very 
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Chap, exalted about the position. They however expressed 

XVIII. IT €, 

— their belief that the delay in the matter was either 
due to my failure to pay money, or to the slackness of 
business owing to the non-arrival of the ships, and 
they observed that as the Directors had been advised 
of my appointment, it could not be revoked, and 
conferred upon another. I then stated that the 
Governor had not commnnicated to me anything on 
the subject, and that I was far from being solicitous 
regarding it. 
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There is nothing else worthy of note this day. 

Wedneadaij, 15th June J7It6, or 5th An'i of Aksfiaijii . 
— A bullock belonging to Veiikatachala Aiyan, of 
Trichinopoly, which Avas straying near the northern 
Madras gate, took fright at the sight of some Euro- 
peans, and sprang on to the ramparts. The officer 
at the gate, a young man named Cliangeac, seized the 
animal, and refused to give it up. This neAvs was 
communicated to me by one of Venkatachala Aiyan’s 
men, and Krimasi Pandit. I asked the latter 
whether the officer had disregarded what he, also, 
said. He replied : “ J ust as the bullock was caught, 
I by chance Avent to the spot, and there a report of 
the matter was made to me by all these men. I 
then pressed the officer to restore the beast to its 
owner, but he persistently refused. It does not 
look as if he would part with it unless you speak a 
word to the Governor on the subject.” I rejoined : 
“ This is a very trifling affair, and one not worth 
my intervention. You had better represent the 
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matter to M. de Bury.” ARsenting to this, he went 
to that gentleruan, and stated what had taken place. 
M. de Bury thereupon spoke to the captain of the 
guard at the court-house, and despatched an East 
Indian to the officer at the Madras gate, to ask him 
to release the bullock. But the latter sent word in 
reply that he would not do so. M. de Bury then sent 
M. Courblan, a European, to repeat the request, with 
which the officer again declined to comply. He then 
sent word to him that unless he restored the animal, 
he would be made to pay double its value. He also 
sent a note to him through Kritnasi Pandit, who 
transmitted it by a peon. On peru.sing this, the 
officer ordered that the bullock should be shot with 
a pistol, and its flesh dressed and served up as 
food. He also handed to the messenger a reply for 
delivery to M. de Bury. Venkatdchala Aiyan’s men 
communicated to Krim^si Pandit the order issued by 
the officer, and also furnished me with the informa- 
tion. The peon presented the answer of the officer 
to M. de Bury who, after reading it, merely bade him 
depart. On hearing this, I told Krimasi Pandit to 
intimate what had happened to the Governor, as 
thouo'h he was doing so of his own motion. Accord- 
ingly, taking the chief of the peons, and Chinna 
Mudali, along with him, he made a full report to the 
Governor, mentioning in detail all the facts recorded 
above. The Governor asked him who the Brahman 
was. Krimasi Panclit replied : “ He is said to have 
come from Trichinopoly to Ranga Pillai. It is, on 
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this account, that Ranga Pillai has interested himself 
so much in the matter, and has sought the inter- 
ference of M. de Bury, and that the latter has 
communicated with the officer five or six times.” 
The Governor then summoned M. Duquesne, and 
said something to him, on w'hich he proceeded to the 
north gate, and spoke to the officer there. He found 
that the animal had been slaughtered, and that the 
ground was covered with its blood. The Governor, 
on receipt, at 5 o'clock, of intimation of this, ordered 
that the officer should be committed to custody in 
the fort, that another should be detailed in his stead 
at the gate, and that the value of the bullock should 
be recovered from the delinquent. It was a surprise 
to everybody that he should have interfered so 
actively. One may naturally ask : “Why? What 
reason is there for astonishment ? It was surely 
a matter which called for investigation. ” The fact 
is that heretofore the Governor has neglected to 
institute inquiries such as these, with the result 
that the soldiers and other Europeans have freely 
indulged in outrages, and have acted in defiance of 
all law. The prompt investigation of the offence 
has therefore evoked the universal surprise that 
it has. 

I received a letter to-day from Hangappa Na- 
yakkan, the dubash of Hr. Hinde, Governor of 
Fort St. David. In it he mentioned that his master 
had bidden him write to me to communicate to the 
Governor, on his behalf, the following message : 
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“ I hope that jonr Governor, his wife, and 
children, are well. Give my best compliments to him. 
Please ascertain from him, and let me know, whether 
he wi.shes to have Madeira or other European wine. 
I will send what he wants. Tell him that 1 have made 
this inquiry, and communicate to me his wishes. 
Please destroy this letter, so that no one else may 
read it.” 

I repaired to the Governor this evening at half- 
past 6. He was seated in his drawing-room, smok- 
ing, and I mentioned to him the contents of the 
letter, as recorded above. He said that he would 
give me a reply on the morrow. T then took leave 
of him, a,nd went home. 

Last night at about 11, seven or eight distant 
reports of cannon were heard. 

Thursda)!, 16th June 17 k6, or6ih AnI of Ahsha i/o . 
— This morning, I summoned my Lfihlp^ttai agent 
Ktyal Aiyan, who has been here for the last thirty or 
forty days, and showed him a statement with which 
I had been furnished, from which it appeared that 
he had received at Lalap^ttai about 5,000 rupees. 
He admitted that this was true. I then charo-ed 
him with having, for his own benefit, and, without 
my authority, disposed of areca-nut, cotton-thread, 
chests of opium, and some piece-goods, and having 
thereby caused a loss of about 5,000 pagodas. I 
inquired why he had pledged opium and a quantity 
of piece-goods, which, in consequence, remained 
unsold, why he had allowed arrears to accumulate, 
and why he had permitted his accounts to get into 
10 
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confusion, and not adjusted the balances, thus 
rendering it impossible to ascertain what I owed, or 
what was due to me. I pointed out that owing to his 
remissness in keepiug the accounts, and his having 
mixed up the outstanding arrears and the amounts 
borrowed on the security of goods, a sum of no less 
than 30,000 rupees had become difficult of adjust- 
ment. I asked him why he had refused to come 
for the settlement of the accounts, when I had 
summoned him for that purpose, and why he had 
spoken disrespectfully on receipt of an urgent re- 
quisition from me for money, using words such as 
‘ he has gone mad’ ; and ‘ let him go. ’ He thereupon 
replied in an impertinent tone, which provoked me 
so much that I gave him four or five boxes on the 
ears, and ordered him to be imprisoned at the court- 
house. I then proceeded to my areca-nut store, 
where two or three men came to me, and asked 
that the Brahman might be detained in the house 
of the chief of the peons during the day, and 
in the court-house by night, I accordingly sent 
word to the jailor to keep him under detention as 
requested. The fellow does not deserve to be 
treated with leniency ; not only in view of his 
reckless extravagance, but also of his insolent beha- 
viour, and of his abuse of me before the petty bazaar- 
keepers at Lffi3,pettai. T make no doubt that this 
mishap to him is the work of the divine will. When 
his family applied to my father for protection, they 
were in absolutely indigent circumstances ; starving 
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at times to tlie extent of four or fiv^e meals conse- 
cativelj, lacking clothing for either man or woman, 
and consequently ashamed to move about in public. 
They are now worth 2,000 or 3,000 pagodas, lend 
money to the petty-bazaar merchants at Lala- 
pettai, and are partners in business. Their double 
dealings with one to whom they owe all their afHuence 
will surely excite the wrath of God. With what 
other punishments He purposes to visit the culprit, 1 
do not know; Heaven alone does. God has placed him 
in hisexisting condition by making me theinstrument 
for carrying out His will. AVhat other thoughts He 
may later on evoke in my heart, 1 myself do not know. 
The good or evil that befalls one is, consequent 
on the nature of one’s past deeds — meritorious or 
otherwise — subject to divine approbation, and it is 
an error to impute it to the agency of any mortal. 

To-day, owing to some eruptions on his legs 
which have caused him much pain, the Governor has 
refused to allow visitors to see him. All those who 
went to pay their respects, having been apprised of 
the order, withdrew. I therefore remained at my 
areca-nut store-house, and returned home at midday. 

This afternoon, a communication was received by 
Chinna Mudali from the son of Arulanandan, the 
catechist at Mylapore, who has been in the habit of 
furnishing, from time to time, secret intelligence 
concerning the atfairs of Madras. It was stated in 
this that the Governor of Madras, who had become 
acquainted with his dealings, had written to the 
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amaldSr of Mylapore requesting him to seize any 
French subjects dwelling there. This was reported 
to the Governor of Pondichery, and he at once 
ordered the despatch of a letter in the following 
terms to Husain Sahib Tahir, who was about to 
proceed to Mylapore ; — 

“ To you there is no distinction between our men 
and those of the English, and moreover at Madras 
all persons, of whatsoever nationality, are allowed 
to go where they please. AVe have been advised that 
your amaldar has, at the instance of the Governor 
of Madras, issued injunctions for the apprehension 
Df our people living at, or having occasion to visit 
Mylapore. Is he justified in giving such an order ? 
Our request is that you will be pleased to issue 
peremptory orders to your officers and men, to forbid 
interference by the English with French subjects who 
have either to sojourn or come there on business. 
In the event of your being unable, owing to your 
particular liking for the English, to comply with our 
request, be pleased to intimate this to us in order that 
we may direct our men to forbear from any intercourse 
with Mylapore. AYe ask the favour of a reply.” 

The letter referred to above, accompanied by 
another addressed to Subbaiyan, the agent of the 
French, was despatched to Arcot this evening at 6, 
by a Company’s peon. 

This was the day of the celebration of the 
Sacrament. Consequently the holy elements were 
brought out in the church of St. Paul, under a salute 
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of twenty-one guns from the fort. The Governor, 
the other members of Council, and all other Euro- 
peans, and all Native Christians, received the blessed 
Sacrament. The Governor went straight home, but 
Madame Dupleix proceeded to the asylum for the 
poor, situated near the washermen’s quarters, made 
some kind inquiries of them, and then returned to 
her residence. I have recorded what has come to 
my knowledge to-day. 

Fi'idnij, 17tli June 17^-6, oe 7lk Am oj Ak.Jun /(( . — 
When I called at the Governor’s house this morning, 
I found that he had not risen, as he was suffering 
from lumbago, head-ache, and pain caused by the 
eruptions on his legs. Consequently no one visited 
him, and there was no durbar.* Those who attended 
returned home. 

At noon, four Brahmans brought a letter from 
Malie. It is reported that there is nothing note- 
worthy in this, but its actual contents will be made 
known in clue course. The messengers are said to 
have covered the distance in thirteen days. 

Saturdaii, 18th June 17^6, or 8th Ani of Aksliann, 
New moon. — To-day, also, the Governor did not 
appear, owing to pain in his loins. Consequently, 
the Deputy Gov'ernor and others waited for a while 
in the drawing-room, and then departed. 

This morning at 11, the Governor sent for me 
and said : “I have received a letter from Husain 

* Court-Levee. Here the meaning is reception of visitors and trans- 
action of business. 
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SIhib. Why have you not yot disposed of the suit 
of Saga Sing ? Why do you put it off day after 
day ? Please make haste with it.” I replied ; “ It is 
all but ready. 1 will bring the parties here in two or 
three days, and settle the dispute in your presence.” 
He rejoined : “Morning and evening, I am worried 
with this matter. Bring it to a conclusion, without 
any further delay.” Just then, as I was still stand- 
ing before the Governor, Chinna Mudali, who had 
read out the letter, and whose spirits were raised 
by tl)e request made to him by the Governor to do 
this, exclaimed : “ Why have you not yet completed 
the adjudication of the case? Please explain the 
delay.” I replied: “What do you know regarding 
its merits ? You had better remain silent.” He 
then held his tongue. Madanaiida Pandit and Chinna 
Mudali afterwards said to me : “ Husain SShib has 
addressed a letter to the Governor stating that the 
debt due to him has remained unpaid for a long 
time ; that he has to celebrate a marriage for which 
money is now required ; and that Nawab Anwar-ud- 
din Klian has complained to him that Suga Sing’s suit 
has not been dispo.sed of, and has requested that as 
the case is but a trifling’ one it may be speedily 
settled. 1 he Governor has summoned you because 
Husain Sahib referred in his letter to the subject 
of the suit brought by Suga Sing.” 

The Governor again sent for me, and said : 
“ You must pay the sum required by Husain Sahib. 
I have nothing in hand. You owe the Company 
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and me a good deal, and you must undertake to 
furnish me with the amount.” Yielding to his re- 
quest, I replied ; “ So be it. I will .satisfy the claim.” 
After I had uttered these woi'ds, tlie (lovernor 
observed that the money due to him on account of 
silk thread had yet to be paid, and that his accountant 
had informed him that in spite of his frequent 
demands, the debtor concerned was putting him off ; 
and he added: “You had better dispose of Suga 
Sing’s suit at once.” With these remarks he began 
to move away, I at once exclaimed : “ Fangappa 
Nfiyakkan, the dubSsh of the Governor of Fort St. 
David, wrote a letter to me, wdiich I communicated 
to you. It has yet to be answered.” He observed : 
“ Yes. Write to him that I liave been ill, and that 
there has consequently been a delay of two or three 
days in replying. Tell him that thanksto his courtesy 
I have an ample stock of wine at present, but that, 
in the event of ships not arriving from France, I will 
certainly write to him, and obtain some. Do this 
politely, in terms in keeping with tlio.^e in which 
his letter was couched.” I sent an answer to the 
foregoing effect, and delivered it to the peon who 
brought the letter from Fort St. David, and I kept 
a copy. 

Monday, SOth June 17!+6, arlOfh AnI of AksJiai/a . — 
This daj’ at 1 1 , the Governor summoned me, showed 
me some pearls which he intended buying, and asked 
me how they were selling in the market. I stated 
that in a short time there would be a decided 
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fall in the value of pearls ; that there 'would be a 
large importation of them within the next twenty 
days, when they were sure to become very cheap — so 
much so that a reduction in the price by about a half 
might be expected — and that consequently it was not 
desirable to purchase them now. He accordingly 
told his wife to return them, which she did. 

The Governor then gave me the following infor- 
mation concerning the three ships of the Company 
captured by Commodore Barnet on their way hither 
from China, and sold by him to the Dutch. It was 
that the King of France had required of the Dutch 
Company the restoration of the vessels in question, 
that the latter had yielded to this demand, and that 
the ships with their cargoes had consequently again 
become the property of the French Company. I ex- 
pressed my delight at this news, and requested him 
to communicate to me any information that he could 
concerning the Manilla * ship. He replied : “ The 
royal standard of France does not fly at Manilla. 
The dominant flag there is that of a Muhammadan — 
a bigoted Muhammadan— and the point is not one on 
which the Company ought to move the King. Steps 
have been taken in other directions. But nobody 
knows the will of Heaven in the matter, and the 
predestined fortunes of us all.” 

Thereupon I observed : “ It will be of no avail if 
the undertaking results only in the recovery by the 

* This refers apparently to the “ vessel from Manilla ” mentioned at 
pages 45 and 46, 
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Company of what it has lost. The interests of 
many merchants in this town are involved, and you 
should be instrumental in the recovery of their 
money. Successful effort on 3’our part in this direc- 
tion will greatly redound to your credit, and will be 
a meritorious action.” 

The Governor replied : “ It is all God’s will. I 
am sure that He purposes that our efforts should be 
crowned with success.” I rejoined : “ The out- 
come of these will greatly contribute to your glory, 
and that of the Company.” 

He then made the following observations touch- 
ing the prospects of the affairs of the English and 
Dutch Companies : “ The English Company is bound 
to die out. It has long been in an impecunious 
condition, and what it had to its credit has been lent to 
the King, whose overthrow is certain. The loss of 
its capital is therefore inevitable, and this must lead 
to collapse. Mark my words. The truth of them 
will be brought home to you when you, ere long, find 
that my prophecy has been realized. In like manner; 
the Dutch Company is destined to share a similar 
fate. Its expenses continue to be enormous, whilst 
its trade has considerably decreased. The Dutch 
are, moreover, in great straits, now that the towns iu 
the countries bordering on Holland have become 
possessions of the French, as have also the cities 
and the provinces on both the banks of the riv’er 
which debouches into the sea in their countiy. This 
circumstance is particularly disagreeable to them, 
11 
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as the sea and the river form their chief means of 
communication. Further, the Dutch Oompanj is 
robbed by the very people who are in its service, 
and consequently the latter enrich themselves at the 
cost of the Company, which becomes proportionately 
impoverished. The occupations of the Dutch are 
solely confined to trade and commerce, and their 
State owns no territorial possessions. These causes 
must conduce to the collapse before long of this 
Company also. About 200 towns belonging to the 
Dutch were captured last year by the King of France, 
who, however, influenced by certain motives, after- 
wards restored them. But having been disappointed 
in his expectations, he has again commenced military 
operations resulting in a serious loss of life and 
property. If princes hurry themselves into any act 
without due forethought, their undertakings must be 
attended by consequences affecting human lives and 
fortunes.” 

I concurred with the sentiments which he had 
expressed, and related certain anecdotes by way of 
illustration, tlie aptitude of which he admitted. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

FBOM JUNE 17 ItO, TO JULY .jlR, 174.6. 

Governor instructs diarist to send money to Alambarai— Intimates 
expected arrival of squadronofM.de la Koardonnais — His elation at 
the news — Satisfaction of diarist — Money sent to Alambarai — Governor 
questions diarist as to payment of certain debts to Company — Ho 
replies — Governor takes liim to task for ilela^ in su])pl)iiig goods-— 
His reply — Governor alludes to difficulties as regards funds for public 
charges— Evasive reply of diarist— Governor demands l,00o pagodas— 
And suggests that another m ui should give Ks. 1,000 — Conversation 
on the subject — Goveinor insists on payment— Retiectious of diarist on 
his difficulties —i'estivfil of Kve < f St. John — Ceremonies observed — 
Saint’s day of Madame Uupleix — Visits paid to her— Faddy sent for 
sale at Fondiohery — Man in cliarge brings letter from the Nawab — 
Governor leceives this fiom the bearer — Finds that it asks exemption 
of paddy from duty — Request refused — Diarist informed of critical 
condition of V*. VeiikataiNun — Suggestion made as regards means of 
relieving anxiety of invalid — He goes to Governor— Finds him dic- 
tating a letter — He desires diarist to prepare a draft, and instructs him 
as to heads— Chinna Mudali tells diarist of anger of Governor at his 
inability to draft from his instructions— Madananda Pundit requests 
Cliinna Mudali to take a certain memorandum to Governor — Explains 
nature of case to which it relates, and how to be disposed of — All 
throe go to Governor — Who, after hearing contents oi the paper, 
passes ordeis — Diarist attends a murriago — Tinikkami Chetti and 
ho intimate hopeless illness of V. Venkataiyun to Governor — Who 
directs that he be strictly guarded — Diarist visits the sick man — 
Conversation with medical attendant — Death of Venkataiyan — Diarist 
reports this to Governor, who asks what is to be done — Diarist 
relates the circumstances under which Y enkatan an w'as imprisoned, 
and what subsequently occurred — States that formal award should 
now be made —And Suuguvar be held responsible for any defalcatiuus 
found — Krimasi Pandit deputed to communicate this — Those to whom 
the message delivered, object — Governor, on hearing this, decides 
that they must make good any loss — They submit — Further orders of 
Governor — Kequest that Madras gate may be kept open on for certain 
purpose complied with — Governor directs that Adiappa Chetti sliall 
not leave Pondichery — Council meets — French spy at Madras aids 
escapes ot prisoners — Detected and puuislied — Letter from M. Poradis 
to Governor regarding a debt due by agent of diarist — Governor upbraids 
him — Diarist explains — Governor orders him to w rite to M. Paradis — He 
does so- Receives certain letters iulonuing him that his agent refuses 
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payment — And has been imprisoned — Despatches from Surat — Further 
conversation with Governor legarding debt due to M. Par«idis — Gov- 
ernor insists on prompt payment, and suggests dismissal of agent — 
Diarist consents — Ghinna Alodali and he decide to prefer complaint 
against M. Paradis. 

\_TttPsda;/'], 21st Jn iie 17^6, or 11th Ani cf Aksliaya. 
— At half-past 10 this morning, the Governor sent 
for me, and gave instructions to forward Rs. 50 to the 
master of the sloop at Alambarai, and to write to him 
to get her, as also the ship lying there, in readiness 
to set sail. He then said : “ Rangappa, I have 
received intelligence that nine French ships are on 
their way hither. A brigantine which fell in with 
them on her way from Ceylon to Xegapatam was 
compelled to produce her passport to prove that 
she belonged to the Dutch. The captain reported 
the matter to the Governor of Aegapatam, who 
communicated the news to all his Councillors.” He 
showed me a letter from M. de la Bourdonnais, and 
expressed himself gratified at its contents. "With 
great joy he informed me that — God willing — M. 
de la Bourdonnais would arrive here in a day or 
two, and observed that had he waited to intercept 
the English ships, he could have reached this with 
them, only on the 15th July. I remarked that good 
fortune was on his side, and said other things palat- 
able to him. These pleased him very greatly, and 
awakened in his heart inexpressible delight. The 
sight of his raptures produced happiness in me also, 
and 1 thought within myself, and believed with 
some feeling of certainty, that God would bless him 
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witli many more occasions for experiencing still 
greater satisfaction. 

I despatched the money and a palmyia leaf letter 
to Alambarai, in order that the sloop and the ship 
which were there might be kept ready to depart. 

I'hiirsdaii, 23rd ■Juue 17h6,or 13th A>n of Ahshuijo . 
— This morning at 9, when T reached the Gov- 
ernor’s house, he said to me : “ You owe money to 
the Company. What have you to say touching pay*- 
ment ? ” I replied: “It is only five or six clays 
since you mentioned this to me. If you press me so 
constantly, what can I say ? I will make over to you 
whatever I can get together during the next fifteen or 
twenty days. I have already told you that I would 
do so. What more can I submit?” He then said 
“ How many clays ago did I speak to you about 
canvas ? You delay’' in everything. You fail even to 
supply goods, though you do not pay your debts. I 
do nor under.stand what y^ou really have on your 
mind. Yv'hat is it ? Tell me plainly that you have 
had losses, and that you are unable to pay me. There 
will then be an end to the matter, and I will no longer 
demand the money.” I replied : “ The canvas has 
already come, and I reported this to M. Cornet 
on the very day that it arrived. He however 
bade me keep it until sent for. This has been 
the cause of the delay. If required I can furnish 
it this moment.” Without making any further 
remark, he merely saici : “ Why- have y'ou not 
supplied it already?” and continued; “How am 
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I to meet the pay and other charges of establish- 
ments until the ships of the Company arrive P I can 
manage somehow or other this month. But when 
the next comes I shall have to sell my plate and other 
articles of table furniture, and my wife’s jewels.” 
My reply to this was : “ Why does God bring 
about such difficulties in your case P Your heart is 
such that He will grant you the enjoyment of all 
happiness.” He exclaimed: “Well, jon must by 
some means or other arrange to let me have 1,000 
pagodas to meet the charges of establishment for 
next montli. Please do not raise any objections.” 
After having thu-. spoken, he moved on ; but sud- 
denly standing still said : “ If S^shachala Chetti 

would pay 1,000 rupees now, it would be of some 
service.” I replied : “ He has pledged some jewels 
with me, engaging to return the amount borrowed 
in a inontli, and redeem them. If you so desire, 
I will bring them to you at once.” His answer to 
this was : “ Never mind. Give me the money when 
he pays it to you. But do not forget tlie 1,000 
pagodas for which I have asked of you. A^ou must 
give them to me in time to enable me to distribute 
the pay of the establishment.” Being of opinion 
that as matters stood it was not proper to manifest 
any hesitation, I said ; “ Very well,” 

But in what terms can I describe the straitened 
condition of ray circumstances at present P Who can 
avoid what the divine will imposes P It is indeed 
hard to hear the difficulties with which God has now 
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beset me, and I pray that He, in His grace, '^ill pardon 
me for any sins that T may have committed, and save 
me from disgrace. The mighty Governor has applied 
to me for money in terms almost those of a beggar- 
I would rather die than smile, show my teeth, aod 
express my inability to meet his wishes. God trieth 
me in whatever ways it seemeth to Him good. But, 
little do the common folk know of the divine will. 
They may deliver themselves of anvthing that 
their fancy suggests, and we must be prepared 
to bear with their words. How'ever bitter may be 
our complaints and troubles, that which according 
to the heavenly decree must from time to time occur, 
must come to pass, and cannot be averted, even to 
the extent of the smallest atom. In this world, 
when anvthing befalls a man which he can resard 
with pride, he is called a capable person ; but any 
reverse that he encounters is attributed to his 
incapacity, and evil nature. Few will assign such 
accidents to the will of God. But personally, and as 
ar as I am concerned, I am transferring the wFole 
burden of my cares upon Him, trustfully leaving it 
to Him to dispose of my affairs according to his 
pleasure. I returned home in this frame of mind. 

There was a festival this evening on account of 
the Eve of the Nativity of St. John. It is usual on 
this occasion to build and light a bonfire on the 
esplanade to the south of the fort, aud westward of 
the entrance to the church of the Capuchins. Ac- 
cordingly, the Governor and the priests set fire to it 


Chap. 

XIX. 

1740. 
Rtillection^ 
t'f (l^au^t 

oji his 
difficulties. 


He phtcca 
hi«. reliaiice 
on God. 


Festival 
ol £\e of 

of 

Si. .John. 



88 


JnaNDA rang a PTX^.4rs BfARY. 


Chap. 

XIX. 


1746 . 

Ceremonies 
on this 
occasion. 


Sa'lness ot 
Europeans 
present. 


Festival 

continued. 

Saint’s day 
of Madame 
Duplei.T. 


Diiu'ist and 
others visit 
her. 


AmaUlar of 
Porto Xovo 
sends 
paddy for 
sale at 
Pondi- 
chery. 


first, and the other torch- bearers then followed their 
example. Three volleys were fired by the detach- 
ment of troops which was in attendance. These 
were succeeded bv a .salute of twenty-one gnus from 
the fort and the ship. Nevertheless, all the spec- 
tators, including myself, felt sad, as we noticed that 
there was no cheerfulness in the countenances of 
the Europeans who had come to witness the display. 
I afterwards returned home. 

Fridaji, 2Uth JmiP. 1'7 kS, or lift Ji Ani of AkitJtaya . — 
This morning, also, there were festivities in honour 

of St. John. It was moreover the Saint’s day of 

¥ 

JNfadame Dupleix. Three volleys and twenty-one 
guns wore, in accordance with custom, fired at dawn. 
Again, during service at the church, which took place 
at 8 o’clock, three volleys, as also three salutes of 
twenty-oue guns each, were as usual fired. These 
were returned with a similar number by the ship. 

As this was Madame Dupleix’s Saint’s day, I 
visited her early in the morning— at half -past 7. 
Later on, Chiuna Mudali, my brother, and others, 
paid their respects. The merchants presented them- 
selves before her at half-past 10. The mint officers 
and others wdllall do the like to-day and to-morrow. 
The visits were in accordance with custom. TJp to 
noon, there was nothing else worthy of note. 

ffatnnlay, 25th June 171,6, or 15th Ini of Ak- 
Shaikh Muhammad Hadi, the amaldar of 
Porto Novo, having sought my assistance for the 
sale at Pondichery of some paddy from his village. 
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Rettai Alagr^mam, I obtained for Mm the requisite 
license from the Grovernor. This morning at 8, he 
sent 2,000 kalams * of paddy for sale, and with 
it a letter under seal from NawSb Anwar-ud-din 
l£Mn addressed to the Governor, in which the ex- 
emption of this from duty was sought. The person 
entrusted with the delivery of the letter, without 
obtaining the previous permission of the Governor# 
and without making any inquiries at the town-gate# 
abruptly entered the city, dismounted at the Com- 
pany’s counting-house, and forwarded intimation of 
his arrival to Chinna Mudali who, hi return, sent 
word asking the object of his errand, but the mes- 
senger refused to specify it. The man stated that 
it was a matter which could not be revealed to Chinna 
Mudali, and one with which the Governor should 
personally be made acquainted, and he refused even 
to deliver the despatch which he had brought. All 
this was communicated to the Governor, who sum- 
moned M. de Bury, and directed him to call upon the 
officer at Vazhuddvfir to report why the guard at the 
gate there had allowed this individual ingress to the 
city. It afterwards occurred to the Governor that 
he might be the bearer of a communication from the 
IVawab in connection with the suit of Sugra Sing:. 
He then sent for me, and asked what I thought that 
the purport of the despatch could be, and whether it 


* A measure containing two merkals. The capacity of the old merkal 
was 750 cubic inches. 
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could concern Suga Sing. I suggested to Hm the 
possibility of its relating to the jewels of the Guzer^ti 
merchant, which had been detained at Karik§,l. 
Thereupon, he instructed Lazar to summon the bearer 
of the Naw&b’s letter, received it, caused it to be 
read, and found that it conveyed a request for the 
exemption from taxation of the paddy sent. The 
Governor smiled, and said to the messenger : “ This 
is a trifling affair regarding which it is not worth 
the while of the NawS,b to write to me. Although 
his interests are identical with mine, and although 
I would gladly do anything to gratify his wishes, 
and am ever seeking for opportunities to serve him, 
yet I regret that compliance with the request made 
in this letter is a matter beyond my power. The 
duty leviable belongs directly to the King, and hence 
the imposition of it cannot be dispensed with by me.” 

The Governor also caused a reply to this effect 
to be prepared and despatched. 

Sunday, 26th Jane IVkO, or 16th Ani of Akshaya . — 
Margasagaya Chetti informed me last night that 
Velamuri ’\^enkataiyan was so ill that his life was 
despaired of. I was in the arecanut storehouse this 
morning considering whether I should communicate 
this news to the Governor, when Tirukkami Chetti 
arrived. He said: “ Velamuri Venkataiyan, who is 
now ill, burns with a desire to go to Madras, and see 
his children there, and his indisposition seems to be 
aggravated by his anxiety. An expedient to relieve 
him from his mental ebsquietude has been suggested. 
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It is that you should, with the permission of the 
Governor, acquaint the invalid that he has approved 
of his proceeding to Madras, but wishes that he 
should go there after he has improved his health 
by halting for a day or two at Minakshi Ammal’s 
choultry. The communication by you of such 
welcome news may even cure him of his malady. 
S^shachala Chetti and Mutturama Chetti have sent 
me on this errand, and they beseech you to obtain 
the necessary permission from the Governor.” 

Accompanied by Tirukkftrai Chetti, I accordingly 
hastened to the Governor. He was at the time 
engaged in dictating to Chinna Mudali and Mada- 
nanda Pandit the reply to a letter written by Husain 
SShib. On seeing me, he e.xclaimed that the}' did 
not comprehend his orders, and desired me to have 
an answer drafted. His instructions were that 
Husain Bahib’s attention should be invited to the 
assistance and protection afforded to his family and 
kinsmen by the Governor and his French brethren 
at Pondichery at the time of the incursion of the 
Mahrattas into his territories, and that it should be 
pointed out to him that though by reason of such 
services he could fairly be expected to render in 
return all possible assistance in promoting the in- 
terests of the French he seemed to pursue a different 
line of conduct. I caused a reply in these terms to 
be written by Madanauda Pandit, and had the seal and 
stamp affixed. The Governor ordered that the reply 
should be despatched by Husain Sahib’s own man, 
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and this was done. After we had taken leave of the 
Governor, Chinna Mudali expressed his gratification 
that this business was at last over, and stated that it 
had given them a world of trouble and mortification. 
On my questioning him closely, he said : “ Yesterday, 
the Governor directed me to prepare a reply on the 
lines suggested by him. I did so, but he was unable 
to understand my Tamil, and lost his temper twice 
or thrice. He then told his wife to explain to me 
his meaning. But how could she help us, and give 
answers and explanations to questions put on such 
a subject ? Her Tamil was so very different from 
mine that, in great wrath, he was fain to send me 
away last night. Luckily, you chanced to arrive 
and drafted a reply of some sort. I am glad that 
this matter, which has been a very troublesome 
job, has been disposed of.” 

At this stage, MadanSnda Panclit drew the atten- 
tion of Chinna Mudali to a memorandum which was 
awaiting disposal, and invited him to go again to 
the Governor, detailing at the same time the circum- 
stances of the case in the folio win or words : — 

G 

“ This relates to the case of Jifnfi Khan Bhai, 
who was kept under restraint by the Governor, at 
the instance of Pathan Sa’adat Kh an, but who made 
his escape when Anwar-ud-din Khan Bahadur visited 
this. The claim of Pathan Sa’adat Khan against Janfi 
K han Bhai was for 13,700 pagodas and an elephant. 
At the time of the Mahratta inroad, when both of 
them took refuge here, the claim was brought before 
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the Governor for adjudication, and after investi- 
gating the merits of the case according to their 
own law, he decided it in favour of the Pathan. But 
J^nh Kh§,n Bhai perversely refused to comply with 
the award. Sa’adat Khan has applied for a duly 
attested memorandum setting forth these facts, a 
draft of which has accordingly been prepared. It 
has to be read and interpreted to the Governor, 
whose seal should be affixed to it, and then it should 
be delivered to the applicant.” 

On receiving this invitation from Madananda 
Pandit, Chinna Mudali suggested that I should 
accompany them. In spite of my recjuest to be left 
alone, they most earnestly entreated mo to go with 
them, and I was finally prevailed upon to do so. 
When we approached the Governor, Chinna Mudali 
begged me to broach the subject, but I told him to 
do this himself. About a quarter of on Indian hour 
was spent in mutual interchange of courtesies on this 
point, and then MadanSuda Pandit, exclaiming that 
Chinna Mudali could not accurately interpret the 
contents of the document, requested me to undertake 
the work. The Governor, with a smile, remained 
silent for a while, and then turning to me bade me 
proceed with the matter. Upon this Madananda Pan- 
dit read out in Persian the draft memorandum — the 
contents of which were as already stated— and I inter- 
preted to the Governor in French as it was read. He 
then affixed his seal to it, and directed the delivery 
of it to Sa’Mat Khsin ; this was accordingly done. 
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Having been invited to the marriage ceremony 
of the son of Kommaua Mudali, vs-hich was being 
celebrated in a house opposite to his own, at which 
a leaf pavilion had been erected, I attended it, and 
then repaired for the second time to the Governor’s 
house. Tirnkkami Chetti accompanied me, and we 
both entered the presence of the Governor. I said 
to him: “Velamuri Venkataiyan is dangerously ill. 
It is stated that the longest time that he can live is 
thirty-six hours.” He then asked me what the 
nature of his illness was. I replied that the disease 
was chronic dyspepsia, and communicated to him 
what Sungu Mutturfima Chetti and Snngu S^sh^chala 
Chetti had told Tirukkami Chetti and has already 
been recorded. The Governor replied ; “ I cannot 
see how tliis man, whose death is regarded as certain 
when here, can be expected to recover when moved 
to iilinSkshi Amm&l’s choultry. He, apparently, is 
pining to return to his native place. Consequently, 
when he has improved somewhat in health, he might 
escape. Tell the men who have been appointed 
to watch him, to be careful.” He bade me see him 
in person, and directed me to strengthen the 
guard by two peons. I accordingly deputed two 
more men for duty, warned them, as well as the 
four already detailed, not to be careless, told them 
and Tirukkami Chetti that I would come again 
in the evening, and went home. At 5, I returned 
and found the invalid raving, and tossing on his 
bed. I asked Annapurna Aiyan what the condition 
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of his patient was. He said ; “ It is a doubtful 
case, and we cannot count upon ids recovery as 
certain. At all events, it will be well if his excessive 
anxiety can be allayed. Please tell him, with your 
own mouth, that you will send him to his home.” I 
accordingly gave him in equivocal terms a hope of 
this, and, as a preliminary step towards removal, 
caused him to be carried to the stable. I then went 
out for an airing, and returned home. 

Monday, 27t}L June 17U6,o)' 17tlL Ani of Aksliaya . — 
There was this morning nothing worthy of note 
at the durbar. In the afternoon, at about 4, the 
Company’s peons informed me that the expiatory 
ceremonies performed at rhe last moments of a dying 
person had taken place in the case of Venkataiyan. 
At 5, I betook myself to Sunguvilr’s house in view 
to make inquiries concerning the sick man. Seeing 
S^sh^chala Chetti, Annapurna Aiyan, Salatu Ven- 
katiichala Cketti, and a few other Komutties, in 
front of the building, I asked them how he was 
getting on. The first two of those mentioned 
above informed me that his breathing had become 
difficult, and that his end was only a matter of a few 
hours. I then spoke some words of consolation 
to S^shachala Chetti. A sit was nearl}- 6, and as the 
matter had to be reported to the Governor, I took 
with me Annapurna Aiyan and also Krimasi Pandit, 
who had accompanied me from the time that I left 
my house for Sunguvar’s, and proceeded by the 
eastern road in order to call at the Governor’s 
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residence. Hardly had I reached this, when the 
Company’s peons, running after me, told me that 
Venkataiyan had expired. I then entered the house 
to communicate the news to the Governor. He had 
just returned, having been out for a drive. I made 
him acquainted with the death of Venkataiyan. 
He said to me : “ What is to he done now.” I 
replied; “ Some time ago, when Venkataiyan was in 
Madras, >Sungu Mutturama Chetti and S^shachala 
Chetti repi’esented to you, through Kanakar^ya 
Mudali, that he had embezzled money to the extent of 
60,000 or 70,000 pagodas from the bazaar of Nara- 
nappa Chetd, and that he must be summoned and 
made to restore this sum, and they begged you to 
take the necessary measures. Thereupon, in the 
month of Arppisi of the year Rudrotkari [November 
1743], you addressed a letter to the Governor of 
Madras, requesting that he might be sent to Pondi- 
chery. On this Mr. Benyon summoned Venkataiyan, 
and informed Itim that you had written asking for his 
rendition in connection with Sunguvdr’s accounts, 
and that you had mentioned him as being the agent of 
the latter, and therefore liable for the defalcations 
which had occurred in the money entrusted to his 
charge. The Governor accordingly bade him go to 
Pondichery and settle his accounts. Venkataiyan 
however denied that he was the agent of Sunguvdr, 
and in view to effect his escape for the time being, 
declared that he was under no obligation to that 
person. Mr. Benyon then communicated to you 
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what he had stated. You, upon this, sent for 
Matturima Chetti and Sesh§,chala Chetti, acquainted 
them with the purport of the letter received from 
Madras, and asked whether they had anj" evideuce 
in substantiation of their claim. They answered 
in the affirmative, and promised to produce wit- 
nesses. They accordingly summoned all the agents 
of the merchants employed in the bazaar, every one 
of whom deposed that Yenkataiyan was the agent 
of Sunguvtr, that he had the custody of the funds 
belonging to him at the bazaar of Ndranappa Chetti 
in Arcot ; that he had the charge of his accounts ; 
and that he was in receipt of regular pay from him. 
You thereupon caused a statement to be drawn up, 
which was attested by the signatures of each of 
the witnesses, and affixing your own signature to it, 
you forwarded it to ^Ir. Renyon, accompanied hr a 
separate communication addressed to him. On read- 
ing the papers, he was convinced of the truth of the 
allegation against Y enkataij an, and ordered him to 
go to Pondichery. You then, through me, nominated 
Rangd Pandit, Ekhmbara Aiyan, Gdpalaswami, Yiia- 
r%ava Chetti, and Adi Yardha Chetti, as arbitrators 
to scrutinize and settle the accounts. But Yen- 
kataiyan refused to submit to arbitration, stating 
that there was no need for it. He pleaded : ‘ I 
am directly responsible to Sunguvar, but it is he 
who is accountable to his co-partners Lakshmaiia 
Ndyakkan and others. If required, I will remain 
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with and assist the accountant who is deputed to 
examine the accounts, as I did immediately after 
my return from Madras.’ I thereupon observed that 
being responsible for the accounts, he must cer- 
tainly remain with the accountant, and prepare and 
furnish us with a statement showing the receipts 
and charges under each head. I instructed 
Gopalaswtmi to examine the books, and see whether 
there were any discrepancies. He accordingly 
went through them, and supplied me with a list 
of incorrect entries which he had detected. I then 
summoned Venkataiyan, and told him that as his 
accounts were full of inaccuracies, he must settle 
them before the arbitrators mentioned above. He, 
however, persisted in declining to accept adjudication 
b)- them, and said ‘ 1 am answerable to Sunguv^r. 
I act in obedience to his orders. Where is the need 
for any reference to arbitrators ? ’ His words excited 
your anger, and you directed his confinement in the 
prison at the fort, observing that he had no right to 
decline to abide by the decision of the arbitrators. He 
was accordingly incarcerated, along with Wandiwash 
Tirnvengada Pillai, in one of the cells near the 
north of the eastern gate. 1 also sent word to 
him through two or three persons advising him to 
submit his accounts for settlement by arbitration. At 
your bidding, 1 further went to him, and personally 
and clearly explained to him the wisdom of acceding 
to the course indicated. But he was stubborn, 
and starved for three days. On the fourth, he sent 
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intimation that he acquiesced in tlie mode of 
adjudication suggested. You thereupon ordered his 
discharge, and directed that his accounts should 
be looked into bj the arbitrators. When he was 
released, he not only executed a deed promising to 
abide by the decision of the five arbitrators mentioned . 
but also made a full representation to them of all the 
circumstances supporting the entries, and helped in 
the examination of his accounts. All that remains 
to be done now is that a formal award, specifying 
the amount for which Venkataiyan was liable, should 
be drawn up, and signed by the ai’bitrators. The 
entertainment of Venkataiyan as agent in charge of 
the cash in T^^ranappa Ohetti’s shop belonging to 
SunguvSr was a private arrangement, made by 
the latter on his own responsibility. NSranappa 
Chetti is accountable to his co-sharers as regards 
the concerns of the shop. Any deficit caused by 
misappropriation on the part of Venkataiyan, and 
recoverable from him, should be made good by 
Sunguv^r. Sungu Mutturama Chetti and Seshachala 
Chetti should be informed accordingly.” 

The Governor then said ; “ Whom shall we send 
to them ? Shall it be the interpreters of the Court.” 
I replied ; “You may summon Krimasi Pandit, and 
charge him with the message.” This person, who 
is the subordinate chief of the peons, and Annapurna 
Aiyan, had both accompanied me to the Governor’s 
house, and were waiting there. The Governor 
accordingly sent for ICrim^si Pandit, and bade me 
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tell him all that was to be communicated to Sunguv^r 
In his presence T said to Krimfisi Pandit as follows, 
directing bim to repeat the same to Sunguvar, and 
to inform him that he did so under the instructions 
of the Governor : — 

“ All the accounts of Venkataijan, who is 
now dead, have been examined by the arbitrators 
appointed for that purpose. It only remains for 
them to prepare the balance sheet, and sign it. 
Nothing else has to be done. Venkataiyan was 
privately emploj'ed by you as your agent in the shop 
of which Naranappa Chetti has to render accounts 
to his co-partners, and he was not vested with any 
independent ownership. It therefore follows that 
you must replace any amount embezzled by Venkat- 
aiyan. P’or your own good, and only by way of 
advice, I recommend you, ere the news of his 
death reaches Madras, and his brother conceals his 
property, to write to the sons of your relative 
Venkatachala Chetti at Madras, to place all his 
money, goods, and other articles, in safe custody. 
You know best where these actually are.” 

All these words were repeated by Krimdsi 
Pandit to Sungu MutturSma Chetti and S^shi,chala 
Chetti. They replied : “ How are we, in particular, 
concerned in this affair ? We are only one of the four 
co-p^irtners, and why should we alone be held liable 
for the whole loss. But if the Governor chooses to 
send a letter to Madras, we will write to our relatives 
there.” Before Kriraasi Pandit could communicate 
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their replj to the Governor, the latter had sat down 
to cards. When he rose to take refreshment, I 
intimated to him what Seshachala Chetti had told 
Krimasi Pandit. He thereupon exclaimed; “They 
cannot hope to be relieved of their liability by 
talking in this oif-hand way. They must make 
good the loss. It is of no consequence to me whether 
they write to Madras, or not. They can do as 
they please. I gave the advice which I did for their 
ben<'fit, and merely owing to my taking a kindly 
interest in them. It is immaterial to me whether 
they make light of, or accept and act upon it. It 
is left to their plea.surc. They will eventually 
suffer much. Tell them so.” Krimasi Pandit again 
communicated to them what the Governor had said. 
Sungn Mutturhma Chetti, and Hesh^chala Chetti, 
then sent word as follows ; “ 8o be it. We will 
do as advised, and write a letter to Madras.” I 
then informed the Governor that when Venkataiyan 
was ill, they had already written to the sons of 
Venkathchala Chetti at Madras, and told them to 
secure his goods and other property. On this he 
said : “ Inquire about this carefully, and ascertain 
who went to Madras with the message. His evi- 
dence may be required.” 

When 1 was on my way to the Governor, to com- 
municate to him the news of the death of Venka- 
taiyan, Seshachala Chetti requested me, as the death 
had taken place in the evening, to obtain the permis- 
sion of the Governor to have the Madras gate kept 
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open until he and others returned from conveying 
the corpse to the cremation ground. T accordinglj 
communicated his request to the Glovernor, who 
told M. deBury to comply with it. The latter 
accordingly gave me a letter which I forwarded to 
SeshS-chala Chetti. The gate was kept open until 
11, and was only closed after all the parties had 
returned. 

I reported to the Glovernor that Adiappa Chetti, 
the brother of S^shSchala Chetti, was desirous of 
proceeding to Cuddalore, as his mother was ailing 
there He replied : “ Where is the urgency for 
his departure now ? But if he is bent upon going, 
order the Company’s peons to prevent his quitting 
Pondichery.” I accordingly instructed the men 
detailed for duty in connection with Sunguvar’s 
accounts to keep a watch over his movements. 

Tujisda]!, 28fh June 17If6, w 18th Ani of Al’.^hayo. 
— This morning at 8, a meeting of the Council was 
held, which lasted until 11. Before the Council 
dispersed, I attended the marriage of Kommana 
Mudali’s son, then set off for the Governor’s house, 
and finally returned home, after the Councillors had 
departed from the Council Chamber. 

The news of this day is as follows ; A Frenchman 
who has been long resident in Madras with his 
family, and who had been serving under the English 
as a Serjeant, has, under secret agreement with the 
Governor of Pondichery, been in the habit of fur- 
nishing the latter, from time to time, with pi’ivate 
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information concerning affairs at Madras. This 
man has been secretly and gradually aiding forty or 
fifty of the French prisoners, consisting of officials 
and part of the crew of a ship captured b}- the 
English, to escape from Port St. George to M}da- 
pore, professing all the while ignorance of every- 
thing connected with them. About twenty days ago, 
seated on a horse, he escorted twenty of them 
in succession — by twos and threes — to Mylapore. 
The police peons, noticing this, reported the matter 
to the Governor of Madras, who at once ordered 
the arrest of the serjeant, and a search of his house. 
A few letters from our GoA-ernor, M. Dnpleix, were 
discovered, and on the strength of these the prisoner 
was convicted. His house and all his property 
have been confiscated ; he has been flogged four 
times in the presence of the troops ; chains were 
placed on his legs and wrists ; and he will, it is said, 
be executed. A communication to the foregoing 
effect has been received from a reliable quarter, and 
the report is not likely to be false. 

Friday. 1st Jnii/ 17^6, or 21st Ani of Akshaya.— 
This morning at 10, the Governor sent for me, and 
said ; “ A letter has come from M. Paradis. It 
seems that your agent there, a certain Aiyangar, who 
OAA^es 700 pagodas, payable in two instalments — 400 
on the 30th -lune, and the remaining 300 on the 30th 
July — has failed to pay anything, and that when a 
demand was made, he has refused to comply with 
it, sajdng that he had written to you about it, that 
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you have asked him to pay the amount, but that 
he does not owe you a cash, and on the contrary, 
has overpaid you. The man appears to have spoken 
impertinently to M. Paradis, saying : ‘ Do what you 
like,’ etc., and M. Paradis has consequently ordered 
him to be imprisoned. Here again, see what you 
have done. Yon have, this season, had an unprece- 
dentedly good harvest. Y^ou have disposed of the 
whole produce, not leaving a single grain. Yet you 
delay payment.” And taking off his cap, he con- 
tinued ; “ Enough of your friendship. Many thanks 
to you.” I said in explanation : “ I told him, as he 
had a share in the transaction, to settle the first instal- 
ment of 400 pagodas, and then the second, and added 
that the accounts might be adj listed afterwards. He 
had to pay the amount jointly with Karikiil Tiru- 
v^ngadam. I asked the latter, also, to meet his 
share. Fnder these circumstances, was 1 not justi- 
fied ill asking him to make the payment?” The 
Governor replied : “ Yery well. Write to M. Paradis 
what you have told me, and mention that I have been 
angry with you.” “ But,” he added : “ There may 
be ten thousand transactions between you and him. 
In what way is the Company concerned with them ? 
You are directly responsible to it.” I answered: 
“ That is true, and that is the reason why 1 told 
him to arrange for payment. I pressed Tirnv^n- 
gadam, his partner here, to pay 200 pagodas, and 
have remitted the amount by a draft. I will send 
the remaining 200 in two or three days.” The 
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Governor upon this remarked: “Well, write a 
letter at once. The Aiyangar is in confinement.” 
He told me repeatedly- — four or five times — to 
write quickly. Considering that it would not be 
fair to expose S^sha Aiyangar just then — seeing that 
he had brought about his imprisonment through his 
own imprudence — and bearing in mind that he was 
my agent, I undertook to be accountable for the 
whole amount, and wrote to M. Paradis promising 
to pay the entire sum myself. 

This evening, I received a communication written 
on palmyra-leaf from Prakasa Mudali, the dubSsh 
at K^rikSl, and two from Chinna Kuzhandai. The 
contents of these were as follows : — 

“You wrote a letter to S^sha Aiyangar asking 
him, with reference to his share in the profits, to pay 
700 pagodas to the Company. On receipt of this, 
he went straight to M. Paradis, and said : ‘ Y"ou may 
do what you like with me. Although the liability 
lies with Rangappau, he has written to me to pay 
the Company. I cannot, however, comply with his 
request.’ As is liis nature, he spoke in an imperi- 
ous and insulting tone. This provoked M. Paradis, 
who ordered him to be thi-own into prison, and 
placed in irons. He is consequently now in confine- 
ment. The responsibility of setting him at liberty 
lies with you.” 

God has visited Sesha Aiyangar with this punish- 
ment in consideration of his ingratitude for all the 
favour that I have shown him. 
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Monday, JithJuly 17^6, or 2kth Ani ot Akshaya . — 
Some despatches were received from S^at this 
evening. Their contents have yet to be learnt. 

Tuesday, 5th July 17 k5, cn‘ 25th Ani of Akshaya . — 
This morning, the Grovernor summoned me, and 
said as follows: “Of the 700 pagodas due from 
you to K8,rik§,l, you have just sent a draft for 400. 
You have informed M. Paradis that you will pay 
the remaining 300 pagodas on the 10th August. 
But this will not do. You must remit this sum, 
too, on the 10th instant.” I replied that I would 
pay it in accordance with the period allowed in the 
stipulation with M. Paradis. But the Governor re- 
peated that this would not do, on which I remained 
silent. He then observed : “ Dispense with the 
services of S^sha Aiyangtr. Do not retain him in 
your service, for he has disregarded your orders, and 
has brought some discredit on you.” I replied : “ I, 
too, am of the same mind. Unless this be done, his 
successor will not fear,” and I retired. He again 
sent for me and Chinna Mudali. When we presented 
ourselves, he exclaimed : “ You had better both pay 
up what is due ; I will write a letter stating that 
you will.” I then drew nearer to him, and said : 
“ We will pay by the 20th, or 25th.” He replied : 
“You can represent what you have to say to 
M. Paradis.” We agreed, and came away. 

After this, we discussed with one another the 
subject of how very particular the Governor was in 
the matter of exacting money, hut how indisposed 
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he was to attend to the complaints of injustice 
preferred against M. Paradis, and we made up 
our minds, as the injustices perpetrated by him 
were beyond description, that w'e would bring the 
subject forward as soon as we had paid what was 
due. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

FROM JULY STB ^ 171^0, TO JULY 17 rn, 171^6. 

A ship sigliterl — Believed by Govei’nor to be from France — Proves to be 
from (lhandernagore — Brings news of approach of French squadron, 
after a battle with English — Great joy at Pondichery — Eight ships 
arrive — M. de la Bourdonnais lands, visits Governor, and returns 
on board — Ships which sailed for Alaiubarai recalled — Nine ships in 
the roads — Account of voyage of the squadron and storms encount- 
ered by it — Battle with, and repulse of English — Keason why no 
pursuit made — Alleged losses of English — M. de la Bourdonnais visits 
Governor — Treasure, cai'go, and passengers, brought by the fleet — 
Arrival of M. Paradis — Enmour of orders for dismissal of certain 
officials — Silver and wounded landed — Chinna Mudali and diarist 
visit M. de la Bourdonnais — Departure of priest of diarist, and others — 
Presents made, and letters entrusted, to them — Persons sent by diarist 
with the party — M. Desmar6ts visits him — Relates proposals made to 
the Company by M. Dupleix — Mentions report of appointment of M. 
Dupleix as Governor of Cbandernagore — And grant of a life jagir to 
M. Dumas — Tells him, also, that the transactions of M.dela Bourdon- 
nais are under investigation — Subsequent conversation — Council meets 
— Distribution of troops recently landed — Conjectured arrival of Eng- 
lish fleet at Cuddalore and Fort St. David— Governor informs Mir 
GhuUm Husain, both officially and privately, of arrival of French fleet, 
and defeat by it of English ships — Flight of people of Cuddalore and 
Fort St. David— Eango Pandit visits diarist— Informs him of imprison- 
ment of A. Settigai, and that he is proceeding to Tanjore — M.dela 
Bourdonnais starts for Ozhukarai — Guards tmm out andbeatthe “Tam- 
bour”— On his return he refuses this honour — Dispute between him and 
M. Diiquesne on tbe question of claim to the “ Tainbour-aiix-champs,’’ 
which the latter declines to accord — Former complains to the Governor 
—Who, after inquiry, orders the confinement of M. Diiquesne— Grievance 
of M. de la Bourdonnais as regards the “ Tambom-aux-champs” — Views 
of M. Dupleix on the subject — His grievance against M. de la Bour- 
dounais — The two jealous, one of the other — M. Duqnesne released — 
M. de la Bourdonnais reviews his men — Governor does not attend — 
Personal antipathy of these two, and reasons for it— Eango Pandit 
visits diarist, and departs for Tanjoi-e — What befell A. Settigai and his 
relatives — Promises made to Eango Pandit — Request made to him 
regarding certain debts, and arrangements with him — Diarist asks 
him to confer an appointment on a certain man — News of flight 
of inhabitants of Cuddalore and Fort St. David to Porto Novo— 

Alarm caused by leverse of English— Return of Dutch to Porto Novo 

Consternation at Madras — Governor there stated to have bioken down 
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— News of reinforcement of ships for French — Property of Mr, Barnet 
and the Company transferred to Madras — That of merchants and 
others brought into Fort St. David — Death of naval captain — Governor 
comments to diarist, in very disparaging language, on jM. de la Bour- 
donnais — Diarist speaks to him, in very flattering terms, of his 
administration — Governor mentions opinions of officers of M. de la 
Bourdonnais as to the escape of English squadi’oii — And remarks 
on that officer’s defence — Diarist, alludes to cei tain treasure ships — 
Remarks of Governor couching these — Doings at Fort rit. David — 
Funeral of the deceased captain — Envoys arrive from certain peifsons 
in Tanjore— Object of the mission — Diarist hears their statements, 
peruses the letter brought, and sends suitable replies to tlie latter — 
Envoys return to Tanjore. 

Fru'Jai/, 8th .hihj 17U6, or 28th Ani of Al'i<haija . — 
At half-past 11, this forenoon, when I was in inj are- 
canut storehouse, Arunichala Chetti came and told 
me that a vessel displaying a white flag was approach- 
ing, that a signal was flying on the fort, and that the 
Governor had been informed. On this, I was about 
to leave for the beach in order to see the ship, when I 
met Varlam the younger son of Malaikkozhundu 
Mudali, and he told me that the Governor had 
observed her from the terrace of his house, and had 
ordered him to announce to Monseigneur C'ceurdoiix, 
the Superior of the church of 8t. Paul, that she was 
French, and was approaching the roads from France. 
When I reached the beach, I found there M. de la 
Villebague, M. Auger, M. Deschesnayes — the gentle- 
man whose ship, the Forori, was .seized and plundered 
at Acheen — and a few others, and I inquired of them 
whose vessel it was. M. de la Villebague informed 
me that it was the trading-ship Mario Josoph from 
Chandernagore, captain Champignon, that she was 
laden with cowries, and had apparently been to 
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Mascareigne, and was returning thence. “ If so,” 
I remarked, “ she could not have come unaccom- 
panied by others.” He assured me that there was 
no doubt about it, and departed. A peon soon after 
brought a letter conveyed by the catamaran which 
had been despatched to her. It was received and 
read by M. Auger, who communicated to me its 
contents. These stated that the ship was the 
Marie Joseph, commanded by M. Champignon, and 
that she was laden with cowries, that she had come 
on in advance, leaving nine ships, including that of 
Admiral de la Bourdonnais, at a distance of seven 
leagues behind her, that these had on the way given 
battle with apparent success to some English men- 
of-war, and that they might be expected here either 
this evening, or to-morrow morning. Learning this, 
I returned in half an hour. The tidings of the 
arrival of the ships have awakened inexpressible joy 
in the breasts of the citizens of Pondichery. They 
manifested exhilaration such as though they had 
discovered a hidden hoard, or recovered a lost 
treasure ; or as though their belove d dead had re- 
turned to life. They were all as gay as they would 
be on a wedding day, or when blessed with longed- 
for progeny, or when they had tasted the divine 
ambrosia. The following circumstances contributed 
to cause these universal rejoicings. Last year, no 
ships arrived at Pondichery from France, and none 
were despatched from this to that country. On the 
other hand, those bound for China, Manilla, and 
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Acheen, as well as sundrj others, were all captured 
by the English. The consequence was the exhaus- 
tion of the Company’s funds and of the resources of 
the merchants, and utter depression in all commercial 
transactions. Under these circumstances the news 
of the approach of the fleet, advised by this ship, 
was welcome, and it was hailed with acclamation. 

This evening, some persons who ascended the 
flagstaff in the fort, declared that they descried 
ships, and in truth, at about two hours after sunset, 
eight were seen nearing the roads. As it was 
night, mortars and cannon were fired singly from the 
battery on the seashore, to the south of the fort, two 
or three of them being shotted for fear of a stealthy 
approach by English ships. The fire of the guns was 
returned by double discharges from the ships, which 
entertained no doubt of having been recognised. 
In this way the people in the fort, and those in the 
ships, exchanged salutes until midnight. Just after 
2 o’clock, M. de la Bourdonnais, the commander of the 
fleet, landed, went to the Governor, was closeted with 
him for an hour, and then stepping into a boat, 
returned aboard. This was the state of affairs to-day. 

Soon after the arrival, at noon, of the Marie 
Joseph, the Governor despatched a message directing 
the return of the ship and sloop which had sailed for 
Alambarai. These were the occurrences of this day. 

On her way to Pondichery, the J/wr/e Joseph had 
touched at Karikal and embarked M. Mainville and 
a detachment of fifty soldiers, who landed here. 
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SatunLiy, 9ih Jiihj 17k-6,or 29th Ani of Akshaya . — 
This mornhig, I found in the roads nine ships, being 
the eight which arrived last night, and that which 
reached this yesterday, at noon. At 8 o’clock, fifteen 
guns were fired from that which carried M. de la 
Bourdonnais, and the salute was returned by the fort. 

The following is the information concerning 
these ships ; Five of them set sail from France in 
August 1745, touched at Mascareigne on the 3rd of 
the following February, and there were strengthened 
by the addition of four country craft equipped for 
war. The fleet thus reinforced, together with the 
Bengal merchant-man Marie Joseph, bore up for 
the island of Madagascar. Here they took on 
board some provisions, and continued their voyage. 
On their way, they encountered a violent storm 
which carried away their masts, and broke their 
rudders to pieces ; the leaks sprung by some endan- 
gering their foundering. But, thanks to Grod, the 
wind soon abated, the violence of the sea subsided, 
the rain ceased, and they righted. The injured 
masts were replaced, and the ships were in other 
respects repaired, and refitted for the voyage, 
which they then resumed. They, however, met 
with another burst of severe weather which neces- 
sitated repairs for a second time. ’I’his over, they 
again held on their course, until they reached 
Point de Galle, in the roads of which they remained 
for thirty or forty days. Resuming their voyage, 
they were off Hegapatam, and a little to the south of 
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that port, when they fell in with an English fleet of Chap. 
six sail commanded by Mr. Peyton, which offered — - 

battle. The combat lasted from 4 in the afternoon Battle with 

hn^lisli 

to 7 in the evening, and took place three days ago. commodore 
The French ships which engaged the English were 
those of M. de la Bourdonnais and M. de la Selle, 
and they appear to have fired 5,000 rounds. The 
English, some of whom were veteran warriors, 
and who had a force of six men -of- war, are said 
to have fought gallantly. They, however, were Repulse of 

° ^ ^ , Kniflish 

repulsed, and escaped only owing to their having 
the advantage of the wind, whilst the French had 
an unfavourable position. This incident however 
resulted in considerable loss of property, which was 
enhanced by boxes of ammunition in two of our 
ships having exploded. As the latter had on board 
a large quantity of silver, broad-cloth, wine, and 
other European articles, and as the French could theii* 

advantnse. 

not be certain of the ultimate result of pushing 
their victory home ; and further as they were only 
within ten leagues of their destination, they con- 
sidered it prudent to make the best of their way 
hither. Taking advantage accordingly of the con- 
fusion and dismay created amongst the enemy by 
the defeat which they had sustained, they hastened 
to Pondichery. It is said that two of the English 
ships were either sunk, or were damaged beyond 
repair, and that their crews perished. It would 
further appear that even amongst those on board the 
four which remained there was serious loss. This 
15 
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eyening at 5, M- de la Bourdonnais disembarked, and 
as be did so, fifteen guns were discharged by his ship. 
Another salute of fifteen guns was fired on his arrival 
at the sea-gate, where he was met hy the Deputy 
Governor and other members of the Council, and by 
the captains and other officers — M. Dupleix alone 
excepted — and was escorted by them to the Gov- 
ernor’s residence. On M. de la Bourdonnais entering 
this, the Governor received him at the sentinel’s post, 
with an embrace, and conducted him into the court- 
yard, when a salute of fifteen guns was again fi.red. 
They afterwards conversed together for a while in 
the open space on the other side of the verandah. 

Silver weighing 40,000 marcs, and gold worth 
a lakh of rupees, were brought by the ships. The 
exact quantity of the broad-cloth and brandy 
aboard, is not known. Nor is it certain whether a 
chest of coral has come. 

Two of the sons of M. Dulaurens, the one aged 
twenty-one, and the other eighteen, came as 
passengers : another is said to be in France living 
with M. Dumas. This information has been fur- 
nished to me by M. Mir an. 

At 7 this night, M. Paradis arrived by boat 
from Karikal, with a detachment of 140 soldiers. 

Chinna Mudali and I visited M. Dulaurens, whom 
we congratulated on the arrival of his two sons. 

It is rumoured that orders have been received 
for the dismissal from the service of the Company of 
the Deputy Governor, and M. Gnilliard. 



Pht!St:NTS GIYPN BT DIARiST TO BtS PRIEST, ETC. Il5 


This day, the chests of silver which were on 
hoard the ships, and a few of the wounded, were 
brought ashore. 

tSiuuhiii, 10th July 17h6, or 30th Ani of AkAiaya . — 
After dawn to-da}’, the remainder of the wounded, 
and some bales of broad-cloth were landed. 

In the morning, Chinna Mudali and I paid 
a visit to M. de la Bonrdonnais, and welcomed 
him. 

Monday, lllh July 17 hO, or 31st Ani of Akshayi . — 
SingrS, Chari my priest, and those who had brought 
presents from BommarSja palaiyam on the 7th of 
Vaigasi [17th May], departed for that place, at 10 
this morning. The following is an account of the 
gifts which I made them : — 

For delivery to Venkata Narasinga Raja; a 
large horse Avhich had been held in common by 
Kanakar3,ya Mudali and me during his life-time, 
but which I subsequently purchased for my own 
use, crimson brocade, a Guzarati girdle, a silk 
turban, and a jewel for the same. 

For delivery to Narana Bhattan, the Br3,hman in 
the service of the Raja ; two yards of superfine 
crimson broad- cloth ; and to his wife, a cloth and a 
bodice, costing Rs. 19. 

For delivery to Pedda .Aijavar, the Raj§,’s 
writer ; two yards of Mocha * broad-cloth. 


* This was the popular name for “Loudrin** or “London” i,e. 
English broad-cloth. See foot-note at page 264. 
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To SingrS, Chari ray priest, and Aiyabiralaiyan ; 
each two yards of red Mocha broad- cloth ; to their 
wives, each, a cloth costing Rs. 12, and a bodice of 
white silk ; together with a broad-cloth cap for each 
of the men, and 6 rupees for expenses. 

To the bachelor Brahman who came in company 
with the foregoing ; an inferior laced cloth costing 
Rs. 4-8-0; to the cook, a conple of small cloths 
worth Rs. 2 ; and to the peon, a head-cloth worth 
half a pagoda, and a sheet worth 8 fanams. 

I also gave them letters for delivery to the RSjS, 
Narana Bhattan, and Pedda Aiyavar. I sent the 
persons mentioned below to accompany the presents ; 
viz., Krishna SSstri, Varada Aiyang&‘, Rdyal Aiyan 
and two peons ; as also Arumuga Pandaram, a physi- 
cian, to treat the Raja. They took leave of me, 
spent the night at my Brahman village, and after- 
wards resumed their journey. 

TueaJai/, 12th July 17^6, or 32ad Ani of Akshaya. 
— This morning M. Desmar^ts went to interview 
the Governor, but finding the entrance to his house 
closed, he came to the arecanut storehouse, where 
I was. I requested him to furnish me with the 
latest intelligence from the French ships just 
arrived, and asked him whether he had yet heard 
anything. lie replied as follows : — 

“ M. Dupleix informed the Company that the 
climate of Pondichery did not agree with him, and on 
this plea submitted the following alternative pro- 
posals for their acceptance. These were that he 
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should be transferred to Chaiidernagore, making 
that the seat of the central Government, and sub- 
ordinating the other settlements — including Pondi- 
chery-— to its control ; or that Chandernagore should 
be constituted an independent Government like 
Mascareigne, with M. Dupleix, on his existing emolu- 
ments, at its head — he being made directly re- 
sponsible to the Directors for aU his acts. He otfered, 
in the event of either of the foregoing suggestions 
being accepted, his services, as Governor, for the 
full term of his life. He also, it is stated, pro- 
pitiated the Comptroller- General with presents in 
view to inducing him to support his proposals. M. 
Dupleix has accordingly, so it is understood, been 
appointed Governor of Chandernagore, which is to 
be raised to an independent settlement having no 
concern with Pondichery, and to be under the direct 
control of the Directors. 'I'he orders of the Company 
on the subject are expected by the seven ships which 
are shortly to arrive. M. Dupleix will therefore be 
a Governor for life. He will be succeeded at Pondi- 
chery by M. de Leju'it the brother of M. d’Espremenil, 
from Mahe, where M. de Leyrit’s present Deputy, 
M. Imuet, will be appointed as Director.” 

M. Desmarets continued : 

“France has conferred on M. Dumas a life-grant 
of the jS.gir of Azhisapakkam, which is virtually 
the settlement of an annuity of 5,000 crowns on 
him. The French have, of their own motion, leased 
Azhisapakkam to him for this amount, stipulating 
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that the i%ir shall pass to the Company on his 
death. His influence in France is great. The King 
having lent funds to the Company, caused an exami- 
nation of the accounts of the Directors to be made 
by a Royal Commission consisting of twelve mem- 
bers. This has led to the investigation of M. 
Dumas’s accounts — a circumstance to which the 
grant of Azhisapakkam and the lease of it by the 
Company owe their origin. The matter however 
cost M. Dumas the making of considerable presents 
at the time of the inquiry, and it was by these means 
that he has obtained the enjoyment of Azhisa- 
pfikkam, subject to resumption of it by the Company 
after his death. The same twelve Commissioners 
are now engaged in the investigation of the transac- 
tions of M. de la Bourdonnais, and this apparently 
does not bid fair to conclude happily for him.” 

Thereupon I observed ; “ "We cannot say what a 
liberal gift might not effect here also.” Coinciding 
with my remark, he said that the passing of orders 
in accordance with the wishes of an individual 
depended on the extent to whichhe lavished presents 
on the Comptroller-General. 

Our conversation afterwards turned on general 
topics bearing on the affairs of Europe and this 
country, to chronicle which would probably require 
twenty pages, but which I pass over on account of 
their unimportance. I have recorded the essentials. 

This morning at 9, the Council met, but what 
business was transacted is not known. 
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The European soldiers who recently landed have 
been told off bj fifties as guards at the Madras and 
other gates of Pondichery. 

This morning, guns were heard in the direction 
of Cuddalore and Fort. St. David. It was conjec- 
tured that the English ships which had appeared 
off jSTegapatam must have arrived in the roads at 
these places. Each man, as his imagination moved 
him, expressed his views on the subject. 

The Governor addressed a letter to Mir Ghulam 
Husain adnsing him of the arrival of the fleet from 
Fraaice, of its having had a battle with the English 
on the way, of the defeat of the latter, and of the 
victorious arrival of the French ships in the road- 
stead at Pondichery. A similar letter was also 
despatched bj' me. In his communication to Mir 
fihuMm Husain, the Governor expressed the hope of 
being able, on the arrival of the seven additional 
ships shortly expected, to return the lakh of rupees 
lent by him, and promised to remit at once the 
interest which had accrued on this sum. A private 
letter was also addressed by the Governor to Husain 
Sdhib, in which, after referring to the arrival of ten 
French vessels, the attack made on them by the 
English, and the beating off of the latter, he stated 
that the 10,000 pagodas owed by him would be 
remitted, and requested that some one should be 
despatched to receive the money. 

Those having communication with Cuddalore and 
Fort. St. David report that the inhabitants of these 
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places, having heard of the arrival of fleet at 
Pondichery, are deserting their houses. 

Wednesday, 13th July 17k-6, or Id Adi of Ah shay a, 
cunstellatioii Kddtigai. — Some time ago, on account of 
a misunderstanding at Tanjore between Range Pandit 
and Annappa Settigai, the former, quitting that 
town, resided for some time at Udaiy^rpalaiyam, and 
has sinoe betaken himself to Pondichery. This man 
visited me, and stated that he had received advice of 
Annappa Settigai having been committed to prison 
on loth of Ani [20th Junel last, and of the appoint- 
ment of Manoji Appa in his room ; and he added 
that his brothers had written to him at the instance 
of S^tugoswami and Manoji Appa to proceed to 
Tanjore, in order to settle certain matters. He 
proposes going there, leaving his son and wife here, 
but contemplates bringing them to Tanjore after he 
has disposed of his business. He bade me farewell, 
and intends starting to-morrow. 

This morning, M. de la Bourdonnais passed 
through the Villiyanallur gate, on his way to Ozhu- 
karai. The soldiers there, observing this, honoured 
him by turning out, and forming up as a guard of 
honour. He however sent word to them by his peon 
that such a ceremonial was unnecessary, as he was 
not wearing uniform, but had on only a dressing 
gown and night-cap. Nevertheless they paid him 
the honour, and beat the “ Tambour.” * On 

* This was the mmor form of salute, and was accorded to officials 

of inferior degree. It still exists in the French Army. 
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his return from Ozliukarai, M. de la Bourdonnais 
entered by the Vazlmd8,vhr gate at which, too, the 
soldiers holding it turned out, and received him 
with a guard of honour. On M. de la Bourdonnais 
pointing out to them, as he had to those at the 
Villiyanallhr gate, the needlessness of observing this 
ceremony, the guard was dismissed. Again, when 
he entered the fort gate, the soldiers there prepared 
to fall in as a guard of honour, but on being advised 
as those at the town-gates had been, they with- 
drew. M. de la Bourdonnais afterwards sent for 
M. Duquesne and said to him : “ Because I am 
within the jurisdiction of your Governor, your 
guards, when I pass them, beat the “ Tambour ” for 
me, an honour accorded to the Deputy Governor. 
But I suppose that you will not take exception to the 
beating, as is done in the case of the Governor, of the 
“ Tambour-aux champs ” * for me when surrounded 
by my own majors, captains, and soldiers ? ” M. 
Duquesne replied that he could not allow it. There- 
upon M. de la Bourdonnais preferred a complaint 
to the Governor against M. Duquesne, alleging that 
the latter had said that he would permit the beating 
of the “ Tambour ” alone, when M. de la Bourdonnais 
passed the guards, and that if this was not acceptable 
to him he need not show bimself. Thereupon, M. 
Dupleix summoned M. Duquesne, and called upon 


* This was the major form of salute, and was accorded only to officials 
of high degree. It still e.^sts in the French Army. 
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him for an explanation as to why he had said to 
M. de la Bonrdonnais that the “Tambour” would 
be beaten for him, and that if he pleased he might 
pass through the ranks of the guards, and if not, he 
need not. M. Duquesne denied having made a state- 
ment as alleged and averred that what he had said 
was that the honour of the “ Tambour ” could alone 
be accorded to M. de la Bonrdonnais, and that if 
he desired the “ Tambour-aux-champs,” the permis- 
sion of the Governor must be obtained, — but that he 
made no mention of passing through the ranks. M. 
Dupleix, though within himself he believed that M. 
Duquesne would not have spoken as represented by 
M. de la Bourdonnais, nevertheless, and in order 
to gratify the latter, directed the confinement of 
M. Duquesne in the belfry of the fort, remarking at 
the same time that M. de la Bourdonnais, being a 
gentleman, would not have lied, and that it was he 
who misrepresented facts. M. de la Bourdonnais, 
should have taken the bint, and interceding on behalf 
of M. Duquesne, have requested the countermanding 
of the order. But he remained silent, with the desire 
that the punishment adjudged should be inflicted, 
and M. Duquesne was committed to custody. The 
point which hurts the feelings of M. de la Bour- 
donnais is that he should be denied the honour 
of the “Tambour-aux-champs,” accorded to the 
Governor, though he has himself been a Governor, 
and is now A-ested by the King with the command 
of ships of war. On the other hand, M. Dupleix 
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argues that he alone is the Governor of this citj ; 
that M. de la Bourdonnais, although independent 
when afloat, ceases to be so, and becomes his sub- 
ordinate, as soon as he sets foot on shore; and 
that the claim on his part is therefore a pre- 
sumptuous one. M. Dupleix’s grievance is that 
M. de la Bourdonnais maintains a body guard of 
eighteen troopers, causes flourishes of trumpets to 
be sounded, and the big drum to be beaten when 
he is at dinner, and assumes other honours exclu- 
sively reserved for the Governor. Thus M. Dupleix 
and M. de la Bourdonnais are, at heart, jealous of one 
another’s rights and privileges, though they preserve 
an outward appearance of amity. 

Thursday, llftk July l7i6 or 2nd Adi of Ak~ 
shaya . — This morning, M. Duquesne was released 
from confinement. 

M. de la Bourdonnais landed some of those who 
were aboard the ships ; and mustering all his 
soldiers, who had been posted at the city gates in 
forties and fifties, as also his officers, and the men 
whom he had brought ashore, held a parade 
opposite to the Governor’s house, and reviewed 
them. He then stood in their midst, when he was 
saluted by them with their weapons, after the 
manner of the Governor. After the parade was 
over, he repaired to M. Desjardins’ house, which had 
been assigned to him as a i-esidence. The parade 
held by M. de la Bourdonnais wms not attentled or 
witnessed byM. Dupleix. who pi'etended to be asleep 
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all the while, and then having dressed after the 
troops had dispersed, came out to sit as usual in the 
courtyard. The Deputy Governor and others, who 
had for some time been waiting outside, presented 
themselves before him. M. de la Bourdonnais also 
paid him a visit. The Governor and he entertain 
a mutual dislike for one another. The former is 
aggrieved because M. de la Bourdonnais does not 
regard himself as his subordinate, maintains a guard 
of honour of troopers, keeps at his residence a party 
of soldiers and troopers, and conducts everything 
independently, and without consultation with him ; 
whilst M. de la Bourdonnais holds that he is on a 
par with the Governor, and is consequently entitled 
to all the honours accorded to that functionary ; 
and that the control of military operations resting 
wholly with him, he is not bound to consult the 
Governor in matters connected therewith. Thus 
business is transacted between them with but little 
cordiahty. The future development of this remains 
to be seen. 

This morning at 9, Rango Pandit, who had come 
from Tanjore, informed me that he had received a 
letter from his brothers there stating that their affairs 
were in a flourisliiug condition, and that he had been 
invited to return home. He consequently took 
leave of me, and departed. Three years ago, owing 
to a misunderstanding between him and Annappa 
^fittigai at Tanjore, he had betaken himself to 
KaruppOr in Udaiyarpalaiyam, and thence came to 
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Pondichery. It is now two years since he arrived 
here. On the lOth of Ani • 20th June] last, Annappa 
Settigai was placed in confinement, and all his 
property was confiscated by Pratap Sing Raifi. His 
brother-in-law, Sultanji Appa, together with his 
brothers, and V ital Pandit, as also all his dependents, 
were likewise imprisoned, and their property too was 
seized. Their accounts are .still under examination. 
The office held by Annappa Settigai has been be- 
stowed upon Manfiji Appa. S^tugosw^ami the priest 
of the RajH, and Alanoji Appa the present secre- 
tary, have both promised to give Eango Pandit the 
charge of a subah, and to cause the restoration of 
all his property, including his houses. He said that 
his brothers had written to him to this effect. 

Lakshmana Nayakkan and Simgu Mntturama 
Chetti requested Range Pandit to use his influence 
in realising for them the debts due by theii- agent 
Addapalli Venkatarama Chetti, Drak>ha Riilu Chetti. 
and some others. They offered, in the event of the 
Raja taking measures for the recovery of the 
claims, to pay to the darbar 30 per cent, of the gross 
collections. They also executed a deed empower- 
ing Hangd Pandit to act as their agent for a period 
of nine months, and the latter has given a counter 
agreement. 

I asked Range Pandit to take the son of 
Narasappa Nayakkan, who had been at Tirukkanji 
for about a month, to 'I’anjore, and appoint him 
as an officer or superintendent of home sort ; and 
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he consented to do so. I then presented him 
with four jewels, and bade him farewell. He took 
leave of me, stating that he would proceed on his 
journey by way of Villivanallhr. His children and 
all the other members of his family remain here. 
He has gone alone, and .said that he would write 
from I’aujore, as to when they might follow him. 

Fridoij, loth Jnhj 171^6, or Srd Adi of Ak)<kaya . — 
The news of to-day from Fort 8t. David is this : 
As the English meu-of-war which attacked those of 
the French off Xegapatam, and were routed, have 
not yet been sighted, the merchants and inhabit- 
ants of Fort St. David and Cuddalore are sending 
their articles of value and their furniture, to- 
gether with their women and children, to Porto 
Xovo, and the men alone remain there. Orkandi 
Raugappa Nayakkau, the dubdsh of Mr. Hinde, Gov- 
ernor of Fort St. David, was the first to despatch 
his wife, children, and his property, to Porto Novo ; 
others then followed his example. The alarm which 
the reverse has excited in the breasts of the people 
of those places — natives as well as Europeans — 
is beyond description. Of the Dutch traders and 
artisans at Porto Novo who betook themselves to 
Fort 8t. David and Cuddalore during the late 
Mahratta inroad, the major portion remained there. 
But ail of them have now, with their belono-ino-s 
promptly returned to Porto Novo. Cuddalore and 
Fort 8t. David are deserted, but Porto Novo is as 
flourishing, and brisk wdth trade, as it used to be. 
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The citizens of Madras are without exception 
overwhelmed with consternation, the wealthy there, 
and those who carry on mercantile transactions with 
Arcot and the neighbouring country are transferiing 
their goods to that town, and the rest of the popu- 
lation is also in a state of unrest. It is said that 
trustworthy information has been j'eceived to this 
effect. It is reported that Sambu Das, the son 
of Sankaraparik, went to Arcot four or five days 
ago, and that his children are pi'eparing to follow 
him Reliable intelligence has also been received 
that the Governor, Mr. Morse, who is a man wholly 
destitute of courage and fortitude, is much broken in 
spirit, that vigorous arrangements are being made 
for the defence of the fort, and that the ships are 
being brought nearer the shore and are being supplied 
with arms and ammunition. '!'he people there are 
said to be utterly cast down, as their ruler is wanting 
in presence of mind. The French will, ere long, 
be further reinforced by ships which have already 
anchored at Point de Galle, and theii- expected 
arrival is now known both to the French, and to the 
English, through a Dutch sloop which met them, 
and has brought news that they have reached Nega- 
patam. These tidings, whilst they have enhanced 
the enthusiasm of the French, have broken the 
spirit of the English. Tw^enty chests of silver 
belonging to Mr. Barnet, and a thousand and odd 
packages, the property of the rompany, which were 
at Fort 8t. David, have been transferred to Madras. 
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The merchaats within and beyond the precincts of 
Fort St. David, are packing up their goods, and 
lodging them, for security, in the fort, whither — 
so onr spies have ascertained — the English of the 
surrounding localities, such as Ouddalore, Vaudi- 
palaiyam, and Fort St. David, are likewise transfer- 
ring their property. 

Satn rdai/, 16lh Jnhj 17 ^6, or !j.th Adi oj Akshaya . — 
The captain of one of the five sail which recently 
arrived, and whose name is not known to me, died 
this morning, after an illne.ss. The colours of his 
ship were half-masted, and minute guns were fired 
until his remains were interred, when a salvo was 
discharged by the whole fleet together. The funeral 
took place at half-past 5 this evening. 

In the course of (“onversatiou with me this 
movniug at 9, the Governor said as follows ; “ M. 
do la Hourdonnais is a strange man, with an nn- 
goveruable temper. De is a babbler. His injustice 
at Mascai'eigue di’ove the inhabitants there to 
petition against him to the Minister in France. 
He was on the point of being executed ; but thanks 
to his good luck, which seems to attend him still, 
he effected his escape by propitiating with lavish 
presents M. de Fulvy, the brother of the Comp- 
troller-General, who was open to bribes. With a 
squadron of seven sail he set out on an expedi- 
tion to Arabia, boasting that he would subjugate 
that country. But he failed in this project, and 
thereby caused .serious loss to the Company. He 
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is a great impostor.” JL Dupleix said many other 
disparaging things of M. de la Bourdoniiais. Xot 
only did I throughout express myself in har- 
mony with his views, but 1 dwelt at length, and 
in highly eulogistic terms, ou the address with 
which he administered the affairs of this city at 
so critical a time as the present, and on the tact 
with which he expended from his own purse two 
lakhs of pagodas to relieve the townsmen from 
embarrassment, and maintain them in prosperity 
such as though they were in times when trade and 
commerce were at their best. I remarked that the 
ability and success of the administration of his 
predecessors could not bear comparison with those 
of his, and that it was problematical whether any 
of his successors would reach the standard of his 
qualifications ; and T averred that there was no man 
in India who could conduct affairs of state with 
the consummate skill that he had displayed at the 
momentous period of the threatened attack by the 
hnglish on Poudichery. when they captured all the 
French ships, and intercepted all the sloops and 
native craft bound thither. I a.sserted further that 
the Company could not in future secure the services 
of a like officer. 

I talked to him for a long while ; showering 
encomiums on him. M. Dupleix resuming the con- 
versation, said : 

“ The universal opinion of the officers who 
accompanied M. de la Bourdounais is that it was 

17 voi.. 1 1 . 
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undoubtedlj Ms neglect that permitted the escape 
of the English ships, and that all of them could have 
been captured. This is what they iudividnally stated 
when having personal interviews with me. But his 
explanation is that he had on board vast quantities 
of goods and treasure, and that three of the ships 
were absolutely without provision-s — pleas which, 
I suppose, must be accepted. This circumstance led 
to their escape. But under similar (‘oiiditions in the 
future, they must not be let off; and must fight to 
the last; one side must be destroyed by the other. 
There should be no alternative.” 

Expressing myself in a manner which was agree- 
able to his feelings, 1 continued the conversation by 
observing that three ships laden with treasure had 
sailed from Madras for Calcutta.* Tu response to 
this he referred to one of the frigates which had 
arrived from France and had subsequently left for 
that place, and assured me that she singly could 
overpower and capture all these. This closed our 
talk, in the course of which various other matters 
were also discussed. 1 have however committed 
the leading points to paper. 

The news this evening is that the Governor of 
Fort St. David has summoned the merchants there, 
and notified to them that they have Ins permission 
to send their children, money, and goods, to sucli 
places as they think fit. and that they have done so. 


• Thr word iis.-d in t)ii- mi^ina! is ■ Bt-nual.” 
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This intelligence has been furnished by (niruvappa 
Chetti, as having heard it from the brother of Yini 
Chetti, who has returned from Fort St. David and 
Cuddalore. 

The funeral of the naval captain who died this 
morning took place in the evening. Two huudred 
soldiers formed the procession, which marched with 
the royal standard, and with drums and pipes. 
M. de la Bourdonnais and all the captains of the ships 
accompanied it, and were pre.sent at the interment 
of the corpse in the church. The ceremony was 
parformed in an imposing manner ; the soldiers tired 
three volleys, and each ship twenty-one guns : seven 
were also fired from the fort. 

Shudatj, 17th Jiilij 17h6, or 5tk Adi nf Ak-iha/ja . — 
This morning, one Ramalinga Aiyan, deputed by 
Rdmakrishna Pillai the minister of Sivagrano-a 
Ndlukfittudaiya T^vau,* of the Naiula (f6palat 
caste, and another Brahman, named . . . sent 

by Katavaraya Pillai of Tanjore arrived here. 
Their ostensible purpose is to seek a brid(' for the 
son of Ramakrishna Pillai, but in reality their mission 
is to negotiate an alliance between those chiefs and 
the French. For this purpose, they pj ojiose either 
to sell or lease Sundarapaudiyanpattauam, or Tondi, 
to the French, or if they so elect, to allow them to 
establish a factory under the autliority ol a lea„se 

* Thf Kaja nt' Sivairanu'i. 

t The cow-herd cast^', to wl.ich dtaiisi iiiuisclt 

X niank iu oi i^inul. 


Chaf. 

XX. 


1746. 


Fuufra J (>f 

thedeceabed 

naval 

captain. 


En\o>s 
Hinve from 
certain 
persons in 
Tanjore. 


Then 
ub)e<'t. to 
obtain 
alliant'c 
\vith 
IT eiu'h. 



132 


ANAKDA liA\(rA l‘lllAPS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XX. 


1710. 


Diarist 
lirai'a their 
statements 
and peruses 
letters 
brouglit b\ 
them. 


To whicli 
he sends 
suitable 
replies. 


The envois s 
return to 
Tanjore. 


stibjeot to a light rental and other charges. The 
French are given the choice of any of the fore- 
going proposals, and it i.s stipulated that in return 
they should, in times of war, side with them, and 
assist them with arms and ammunition ; and that 
there should be free commercial intercourse between 
their territories, and those of the French. In 
view to promote such an interchange, they promise 
to assign, without pecuniary consideration, villages 
worth 2,000 [jons, and they ask that the atti- 
tude of the French towards them should be one of 
lasting friendship and affection. Ramalinga Aiyan 
has been sent hither with this object, and has 
brought a written message to the foregoing effect. 
It is now four days since they arrived. 1 listened to 
what they had to say. and perused the letters brought 
by them. I addressed a suitable reply to R^ma- 
krishna Fillai. and another to Tanjore K&tavaraya 
Pillai, advising the latter of the purport of the com- 
munication addres-^ed to Rfimakrishna Pillai. I at 
the same time communicated to Ramalinga Aiyan 
and the Brahman from Katavarayan such of the 
messages to their masters as could or should be told 
to them in person . Tdie former has been presented 
with tw'o yards of yellow^ broad-cloth, and the latter 
with a head-cloth worth three-fourtlis of a pagoda. 
They have this day taken leave and started on their 
return journey. 
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CHAPTER XXL 

FROM JULY INTiJ 17^1, TO JUL Y Join, 171,6. 

Poatli of witV of Deputy Goveruoi — Her funeral — I'reviuuf CLcentiif 
character of Ueceased- -Her 8uhsef|uent insanity, and confinement 
-Letter to (toTenior from Katvah of Arcot — Reqnesfs fulfilment 
of a certain au^reemont — Terms of repl\ sent — Explanations offered 
in this — Earlv compliance i>roiniscd — Remarks as to improbability of 
a further application — Letter relative tojtrivate loan due by Governor 
-Diarist waits on II. de la Bonrdonnais and (lovernor — Former 
entertains Jladame Ditplcix -Diari.st learns that Tanappa Mndali has 
absented himself from duty — His informant a«ks him to accompany 
Tanappa Jludali to Governor— Kefuses iiidess sent for — Governor 
subsequently summons him- Directs him to write a certain lettei — 
Diarist tells him the news from Xeg:apatam and Madras — He desires 
diarist to obtain remission of interest on private loan due by him — He 
despatches letter as ordered by Oovernoi — Departure oi Matic Jogeph 
— Frigate despatched to capture Elnglish shinping — Diarist pats his 
respects to Governor and M. de la Bonrdonnais — Council sits — M. de 
la Bourdomiais. after a short stay, (luits it,— Diarist told that certain 
otticial letters are unanswered— Couversation with his informant. Madu- 
nilnda Pandit — Who requests him to speak to Governor on the sabjeet, 
but he declines — Retleetions on news given by Madananda Pandit — 
Reasons for his anxiety that Chinna Mudali should be appoiuted - 
The base characters of the two — Illustration of that of Madananda 
Pandit — Object of Chinna Jludali in absenting himself — Report thst 
Madame Dupleix tvill enteitain M. de la Bonrdonnais— .1/aric Oei-trudc 
ordered to lie at Alambarai under false colours— Her ostensible errand 
— Sails under assumed name — Joined l)y a sloop— Two native craft 
captured — Provo nut to be English — Released — Diarist reports reply 
of chief dubash of Fort St. David — Governor satiBlied--Iufonns 
diarist of intention of taking cei’tain goods in payment of claim on 
the Company— Requests him to sell these— Conversation on the subjeel 
— ■Diarist presents Maiakkayan to Governor — Stratagem of Madananda 
I’andit to obtain information regarding chief dubasliship — Failure of 
this— Accountant Ranga PilUi informs diarist — Refieotions on conduct 
of Madananda Pandit — Communicates to Governor letter from Ran. 
gappa hayakkan- Tlie reply sent to this — Itusaiu Sahib requests 
extradition of a fugitive — M de la Bonrdonnais entertaius Goveruor- 
.'lalaiyappa Mndali and friend bail to see the Goveriioi- Taiiappa 
Mudali directed to inquire regarding certain ships at Cuddalorc- 
Objeots, but promises to send a mau--Madaiiaiida Pandit speaks to 
diarist of rejection by Chinna Mudali of all arguments to induce him 
to take office— Mentions that Chinna Mudali is willing to accept office 
jointly with diarist, and that he sent word to Madame Dupleix as to his 
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uudtaess — Hanger-on o£ au ex-servant of H. de la Bourdoiauiis’, spy 
of English— Arrested, and confined — Informant leceives largo reward 
— Governor hands certain articles to diarist, and instructs him as to 
disposal of them — Gives him a letter, and enjoins secrecy as to contents 
— Directs him to find pilot for certain ports in Ceylon— Conversation 
with M. Lhostis touching 3 eertniii Ixjnd — Joint ti ade venture of M. 
de la Villebague and diarist — The former settles accounts — They meet 
Dubois, who congratulates diaii&t on appointment as courtier — 
His reply — Remarks of ]>!. Dubois on this — Conversation between 
Europeans on the subject — M. de lo Villebague makes some observa- 
tions — Alludes to opposition of the priests — Refers to unfitness of 
Chinaa Mudali — And suggests that diarist is the fittest person for 
appointment — Subsequent conversation on general topics. 


Monditii, 18th Julij 17U6, or 6th Adi of Akaha pa.— 
This morning at 7, the wife of the Deputy Gover- 
nor M. Legou, expired in the hospital here. Her 
remains were removed to his house, the entrance 
and door-ways of which were, according to the 
manners and customs of his people, covered with 
black cloth. The body was also clad in black, 
and candles were kept burning around it. The wife 
of the Governor, and all other Europeans, visited 
the relatives, to condole with them. The funeral toot 
place this evening, and was attended by the Gover- 
nor, M. de la Bourdonnais, and all others. A hun- 
dred soldiers were ranged in a line on either side of 
cortege. Commencing at 3 o’clock, guns were fired, 
at intervals of two minutes, both from tlie ship of 
the Admiral, and from the fort, where the colours 
were hoisted half-mast. The coffin was Ijorne by 
soldiers, and escorted by four Gouncilloi's, each of 
whom walked, touching it, and wearing a sash of 
black crape across his breast: whilst the Governor 
and other European gentlemen and ladies formed 
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the procession. The cortege — which included 
the son of the deceased, but not her husband or 
daughters — proceeded from the house to the church 
of the Capuchins. The coffin was placed in the grave, 
with the usual religious ceremonies ; after the 
performance of these the soldiers fired two volleys, 
and then each a single sliot. Fifteen guns were 
also fired from the fort, and another fifteen simulta- 
neously from each of the eight ships of the squadron 
of M. de la Bourdonnais The Governor and all 
others who took part in the procession returned 
in their palanquins, offered their condolences to 
M. Legou, and repaired to their residence-!. We also 
waited on him, and returned. M. Legou’s marriage 
with the deceased had bean productive of little 
domestic felicity to him. She was so ci'oss-grained 
that she would not allow any one to enter her house, 
nor would she herself visit others or permit her 
husband to do so ; and she would not admit her 
own sons and daughters into her presence. Her 
conduct, induced by her craziness, appeared quite 
different from that of others of her sex. In spite 
of every effort on her husband’s part to humour 
her whims and caprices, she was morose and peevish, 
and would, at times, become so excited as to drag 
him down and attack him, all which, in order to pre- 
vent unpleasant scenes and scandal, he endured for a 
considerable period. About .seven yeai-s ago, she 
became so demented that she knocked him down, and 
seizinof his throat, struck and bit him. When this 
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matter was reported to the then Governor M. Dumas, 
he despatched assistance, and caused her to be con- 
veyed to the hospital, where she has remained ever 
since, and has now died 

This day, a letter was received by a camel courier 
from the Xawab of Arcot. The contents of it were : 

” At the time of the ^rant of the permit to coin 
rupees, yon executed an agreement to deliver for 

A 

the mint at Alambarai silver at the rate of 50,000 
pagodas for every trade-ship that arrived. We now 
hear that some ships have come from Europe ; 
a fact which affords us much pleasure. We recjuest 
that ill conformity with your agreement you will be 
pleased to supply us with silver, at the rate of 50,000 
pagodas for each of these. The equivalent of the 
same we will dul}' pay in pagodas.” 

The letter was read to the Governor, who ordered 
the despatch of a I’eply in the following terms : — 

“ It is a fact, no doubt, that we formerly sup- 
plied from every ship of ours silver to the value of 
50,000 pagodas, at the rate of 7 pagodas and 2 fauams 
[a seer]. This was, however, in consequence of the 
particular friendship which subsisted between Znhhr 
^dn and ourselves, and of the solicitude and interest 
which he exhibited in our concerns ; and was intended 
to be a special concession to him. Since his death, 
silver has not been supplied by us at this rate. We 
have received only a small consignment of it by the 
ships which have recently arrived, and all of this has 
been coined into rupees, to meet our own require- 
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ments. But a furthei' supply will come to hand by 
seven ships which are expected shortly, and from this 
we will, out of regard for you, give you the quantity 
that you may require, at the rate of 7 pagodas and 
2 fanams. AVe will forthwith give you intimation of 
the arrival of the fleet.” 

A despatch to the foregoing effect has been sent- 
But now silver is cheaper in the market, and sells for 
7 pagodas, less 1 fanam. Consequently, the XawSb 
is not likely, after receiving this reply, to press his 
demand. Moreover, the original agreement provided 
that irrespective of rise or fall in the price of silver, it 
should be supplied at 7 pagodas and 2 fanams. Any 
further application from him is therefore open to 
doubt. 

A letter has been received from Asad SShib the 
son-in-law of Husain Sahib, in which he mentions 
that he will come here to receive repayment of 10,000 
pagodas lent by Husain Sahib, for the private use of 
the Governor. 

Tuesday, 19th July 17!f6, nr 7th Adi nf Akshaya . — 
To-day nothing particulaidy noteworthy took place. 
In the morning, M. de la Bourdonnais sent for me 
to speak with him on certain matters connected with 
goods, and I accordingly attended. I afterwards 
waited on the Governor, and then repaired to the 
arecanut storehouse, whence I returned home. At 
noon, M. de la Bourdonnais entertained the wife of the 
Governor at a banquet, on wdiicli occasion twenty- 
one guns were fired simultaneously by all the ships. 
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Werlnef^ihijl, 20th Jiihi llk-O, or 8th Adi of 
Aksliaya. — I'his day, Madantnda Pandit paid me a 
visit, and mentioned that 'Mnappa Mudali,the younger 
brother of Kanakai%a AIndali, had absented himself 
from his duties. I inquired to what this was owing, 
and whether it was on account of any indisposition. 
He said that it was because he had taken to heart 
the fact that he had not yet been confirmed in office, 
and that he was grieved that his position was 
nothing more than that of a cooly. I observed that 
there was no harm in this, that the appointment 
could not slip through his fingers, and that it would 
sooner or later be conferred upon him. MadanSnda 
Pandit’s reply was that Tanappa Mudali was of 
a different opinion, that lie was not the person to 
stay at home, even for half an Indian hour, had he 
believed that he had any prospect of success, 
that he, no doubt, had until then been hopeful, but 
that he was now desperate, and that consequently, 
instead of boldly refusing to do duty, he had absented 
himself on the pretext of illness. I then remarked 
that if it was only for his constantly moving 
about, some encouragement should be shown to him, 
and that the Governor ought to have given it. 

Madananda Pandit then brought to my notice that 
a letter which had been received four or five days 
ago from Mir Bahili ^vas lying over unheeded, and 
that Chinna Mudali desired him to .seek my aid in 
disposing of it, and to ask me to accompany him to 
the Governor. Hut I declined to go, stating that it 
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was none of my business, that Cliimui Muilali should 
see to it himself, and ih.it 1 would have no hand 
in it unless the Governor, after finding' that Chinua 
Mudali could not understand him, required niy 
services, and sent for me. Thereupon Madan-anda 
Pandit, and Krishuaiyan the Hasty, repaired to the 
residence of the Governor, who, some time after this, 
summoned me, and told mo to write a letter, sub- 
scribed by myself, inquiring of the dubash of the 
Governor of Fort St. David whether his master re- 
quired red wine, i said “very well.” He then 
entrusted to me four pieces of cloth to be dyed blue, 
and of these I took charge. He then asked what the 
news from Negapatam and places thereabout was. 
“ I have heard,” said I, “ of the arrival of an English 
ship at Trincomalee, of new ones being built and fitted 
out there, of the aid given by the Dutch at Nega- 
patam in the shape of the necessary materials — 
such as sail-cloth and cables — , and of the disem- 
barkation at .N'egapatam of some of the wounded 
English.” On my adding thatJ could not vouch 
for the correctness of this, the Governor informed 
me that it was all true. I further told him that 
the people at iladras were clearing the cocoanut 
gardens to the north of that city ; and that they 
were all in a state of alarm, and on the watch. He 
confirmed this intelligence al'-o. He then referred 
to the ^-um of 1U,UUC pagodas which hud to be I'epiiid 
to Husain Sahib, and asked me to persuade that 
individual’s son-in-law, Asad Sahib, whe)i he arrived. 
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to dispense with the demand for interest. I prom- 
ised to do tins, and to let him know the result of the 
negotiations. Some Europeans and captains of ships 
having then come, I took leave of him, and departed. 

As directed by the Governor, 1 despatched a 
note to Rangappa Xayakkan at Fort St. David, and 
delivered the four pieces of cloth to Golla Rangan, 
with instructions to dye them properly, and return 
them to me. 

To-day, the Bengal trader Marip Joseph, was 
despatched to Chandernagore. Of the eight ships 
fitted out for war, one has been laden with pro- 
visions, water, arms, and other warlike requisites, 
and has been ordered to cruise as far as Porto Novo, 
in order to capture and bring to Pondichery any 
small ships, sloops, and boats, which either belong to 
the English, or have on board Englishmen bound 
for Fort St. David, Cuddalore, or Madras. The 
captain of the frigate is said to be M. de laGatinais. 
I do not know whether he has received any other 
confidential instructions. I have committed to 
writing what I have heard. 

Thursd((/f, 21st Jv.hj 17 k6, or 9th Adi of Aksha pa. 
— This morning at 8, I called at the house of the 
■ Governor, where I found him and M. de la Bourdon- 
nais conversing together, and 1 paid my respects 
to them. Some time after this, all the Councillors ar- 
rived, and a council was held. M. de la Bourdonnais 
was present at it, and after talking on certain 
subjects for half au Indian hour, he quitted the 
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council, and departed. The Governor and tho 
other Councillors, however, continued their delibera- 
tions. The nature of these, and the decisions arrived 
at, are not known. 

As I was on my way to the arecauut storehouse 
Madananda Pandit acquainted me with the fact that 
letters from Mir Rahib and other men of rank had 
yet to be replied to. I then asked whether Cbinua 
Mudali had put in an appearance. He answered 
that from what he could see, it was not probable that 
he would, for he was much concerned at finding that 
the question of his appointment was not disposed of, 
and that it was not likely that the post would be con- 
ferred on him ; that to all appearances, he would not 
return to work unless the matter was settled in his 
favour, and that even should the Governor send for 
him, there seemed to exist something furnishing 
him with a pretext for absenting himself for five or 
six days more. “ Is that so? ” exclaimed I. Mada- 
nanda Pandit afterwards requested me to speak to 
the Governor regarding replying to the letters. I 
told him that it was none of my business, and 
repaired to my arecanut storehouse. Madananda 
Pandit’s idea is that in the event of the appoint- 
ment of Chinna Mudali as chief dubash, his own 
influence would be paramount. Any other person 
who obtained the post would bid him keep aloof, and 
wovdd only require his services for tho reading and 
writing of Persian letters. Chinna Mudali being a 
man too obtuse to grasp the views of the Governor, 
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and being destitute of address or judgment in indit- 
ing repbes or expressing himself clearly, must be 
entirely dependent on Madaiianda Panilit. and there- 
fore all his business would be conducted through the 
medium of the latter ; hence Madauhnda Pandit 
could procure for himself as many presents as the cir- 
cumstances of each case might warrant his demand- 
ing. For these reasons he is anxious that Chinna 
Mudali, and none other, should he appointed to the 
chief dubashship. Both of them are of exactly simi- 
lar character, and would eat dirt for a cash : love of 
lucre is their predominant passion. Many instances 
can readil}' l)e cited in proof of this ; they are well 
known ; even young children are not unacquainted 
with their reputation. But this is a matter not to 
be dwelt upon. What I have stated is enough to 
convince the intelligent. The saying is, “ A man 
chewing with nothing in his month would chew a 
handful of fried paddy, could he secure it, until day- 
break.” One may judge for oneself how Madananda 
Pandit, who when, in the time of Kanakaraya Mudali, 
confined to his own business, did not disdain to 
receive as a bribe a bundle of straw — nay even a few 
brinjals — would act if he were Chinna Mndali’s 
counsellor in everything. What more is there for 
me to remark upon ! The object of Chinna Mudali 
is apparently to bring matters to a crisis hv staying 
away, and bring about a decision one way or other. 
The will of Providence remains to he seen. 
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It is reported that the wife of the Governor will 
invite M. de la Bonrdonnais to a banquet and ball 
to be given to-night. 

The Company’s ship Marie GcrtnuJe, of this 
port was, on the ‘25th Mai-gazhi of Krodhana [5th 
January] last, ordered to Alambarai with instruc- 
tions to lie at anchor hi the roads there under a false 
name, to Hy a Muhammadan flag, and to pass as bemg- 
owned by Muhammad ’Ali Beg of Porto Aovo. 
She was to stay there ostensibly for the purpose of 
shipping salt, and some quantity of it was actually 
to be put on board her. She was directed to 
remain at anchor there until further orders. M. 
Gossard, who was until then the captain, was to 
be her pilot, and a Lubbay her master. Accord- 
ingly, one Kdsilevvai Marakkayan from Porto Xovo 
was taken before the Governor, who authorised 
his appointment as master, and permitted him to 
proceed with the ship, which departed under the 
assumed name of the Khizr Mir Alnnad. After, in 
accordance with the orders given, having lain at 
anchor off Alambarai, she returned to-da}- with a 
cargo of salt. Whilst there, she was joined by a 
one-masted sloop — the Intiiin BalJish — the younger 
brother of M. Gossard being her captain. This craft 
arrived at Pondichery one day earlier. I reported 
the news to the Governor. 

Frida ij, S2)id Jiili/ 17 a 6, or lOfh Adi of Alshoua.. 
— The new'S of to-day is this. Two native craft, 
which were passing this, on their w'ay from iMylapore 
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to Muttup^ttai, Ad.ir§,mpattanain, and the neigh- 
bouring ports, were captured, and brought in bj a 
boat. The native masters who commanded them 
were brought ashore, taken to the house of the 
Governor, and detained there until half-past 2 in the 
afternoon, when he summoned them, and instituted 
inquiries. From the statements made by them, and a 
perusal of the charter-parties and other documents 
in their possession, it appeared that the craft neither 
belonged to the English, nor hailed from Madras, and 
this was intimated to the Governor. Moreover, there 
was no commodity of much value in either of them ; 
the goods in one amounting in value to less than 
50 or 60 pagodas and those in the other 1 00 pago- 
das. Besides, there was a letter in French from 
K^silevvai Marakkayau, the master of our ship at 
Alambarai, advising that the cloths and other goods 
in one of them belonged to him, and this removed all 
doubts. The Governor then sent me to M. de la 
Bourdonnais to inform him as to the circumstances, 
and ask him to issue instructions for the release 
of the men. M. de la Bourdonnais, as soon as he 
had heard me, gave a written order to his officials 
directing that they should be set at liberty. This 
was delivered to the native masters, with pernu-^sion 
to depart, which the}’^ accordingly did. 

I communicated what had occurred to the Gover- 
nor. I then intimated to him that 1 had received a 
reply to my letter to the dubash of the Governor of 
Fort St. David inquiring whether his master was in 
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need of red wine. I explained that this stated that 
the Governor of Fort St. David had desired him to 
convej his compliments to the Governor of Pondi- 
cheiy and his family, and to say that they had enough 
for the time being, and that when their supply ran 
short they would ask b}' letter for more. The 
Governor expressed himself satisfied. 

He then told me that a sum of money was due to 
him by the Companj', and that in discharge thereof he 
proposed to take thirty or forty bales of English 
broad-cloth belonging to it, and 100 bales of inferior 
broad. cloth known as second sort, fine, which had 
been received bj' the recently arrived French 
ships, and he requested me to effect a sale of these. 
In response I said that I would. He ne.xt asked 
me how both of these stuffs sold. I replied that the 
latter, when last sold, brought about the same price as 
l\Iocha broad-cloth. He inquired the profit on it. I 
stated that a bale brought a return of 15 or 20 
pagodas, and that as prices fluctuated, the goods 
might yield a profit of 30 pagodas, if I'etailed. He, 
hoAvever, expressed his intention to dispose of them 
by wholesale and not retail sale, and questioned 
me regarding the price of the English article. I 
answered that the cost price at Madras of each bale — 
consisting of six rolls — was 91 pagodas ; at the rate 
of 45^ pagodas per three i-olls, and that the selling 
price Avas either lOS or 112 pagodas. “'Do not, 
because I take the articles, tell falsehoods,” he 

exclaimed. “ Gi\"o me the actual selling price in the 
19 
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market. Why should I not get the profit which 
you do ? ” My I'eply was : “ ^Vhy do you say this ? : 
there is no uniform price ; it varies from time to time 
according to the demand.” He then asked me to 
ascertain in writing, and let him know, the current 
market rate. I assented to this, and came away. 

Kasilevvai MarakkSyan then landed from his 
ship. I presented him to the Governor, who asked 
him whether he had put any of his goods on board a 
native craft. He answered in the affirmative. The 
Governor then desired me to give him a statement in 
French of the expenses of the ship and sloop after 
their departure for Alambarai. I replied : “ Very 
well,” and came away. 

This afternoon, MadanSnda Pandit had recourse 
to a remarkable stratagem. This man, whose ambi- 
tion is to be the prime minister of Chinna Mudali 
after he is installed, and was therefore desirous of 
sounding the mind of the Governor on the subject, 
detained his friend at home under the plea of ill- 
ness, and approaching the Governor said as follows — 
Accountant Ranga Pillai interpreting : — “ Chinna 
IMudali is too unwell to-day to di.scharge the duties 

A 

of dubash. He consequently bade me bring Ananda 
Ranga Pillai, and dispose of the letter from Arcot.” 
The Governor replied : “ Does that involve any great 
difficulty V Only a few words had to be sent in 
reply to it. I told you on the very day to do this.” 
Abashed by this answer, IMadaininda Paiylit retired. 
Not only was he foiled in his attempt to discover 
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the views of the Governor, but ho brought upon 
himself a reprimand for delaying to dosp>atch a 
simple letter to Mir Asad stating that the payment 
of grass-tax had been ordered. Madananda Pamlit 
is said to have begged Accountant Itauga Pillai very 
earnestly not , to make me acquainted with what li<> 
had said to the Governor. Although Ilanga Pillai 
replied to him that there was no occasion to mention 
it, he communicated to mo. through Arunachala 
Chetti, what had occurred. This is an example of 
tlie way in which Madaiuinda, Pandit exerts himself 
on behalf of Chinna iMudali, although it ought to be 
a matter of indifference to him who is apjiointed 
to the chief dubashship. He doe.s his best to 
secure the appointment for him. Put though man 
proposes, God disposes. It does not look as 
though his hopes Avill be realized. But the Divine 
\Yill is great, and things must happen as ordained 
by it. 

I went to the Governor, to communicate to him 
the contents of a letter from Pangappa, Aayakkan, 
in which he impiired how many of the ships recently 
arrived were from France, and how many were 
Indian. He instructed me to reply that all the nine 
were from France. At 10 at night, howeter, he 
sent for me, and asked whether I had replied to th(' 
dubash of the Governor of Fort bit. David. I replied 
that I intended writing to him on the morrow. He 
then said : “ Do not write to him as I bade you. 
Say that you do not exactly know whether the 
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ships are country craft, or from France, Imt that 
the crews of four of them consist of Muhammadans. 
From this it will appear as though these four are 
country ships, and that the rest are from Franco.’’ 
I said : “Very well” and retired. 

Satio'daif, 23r(l Juli/ 17^0, or 11th Adi of 
Ahshaija. — This morning, I addressed a letter to 
the dubashof the Governor of Fort St. David worded 
in accordance with tlio instructions given mo by the 
Governor last night. There was nothing else note- 
worthy to-day. The nuptials of the son of iMalai- 
yappa Chetti by his second wife, and the daughter 
of Chidambara Chetti, took place in Hiimakrishna 
Chetti’s house. I attended the ceremonies, and then 
went home. 

Sundaij, 2kth Juhj 171^0, or 12 Ih Adi rf Ahhaifa. — 
A messenger from Arcot brought a letter from 
Husain S^hib to the Governor. In this it was stated 
that Manga Pillai, one of the amaldars in the 
employ of Husain Sahib, had betaken himself to 
Ozhukarai, a village within the jurisdiction of 
the French, and that when, under his orders, 
some men attempted to seize the man, they were 
driven away by the villagers. The extrad ition of the 
amaldar was therefore recpiestod. Madanfinda Painlit 
read and Accountant Panga Pillai interpreted 
it to the Governor, who then directed the foi’uier 
to tell Lazar to furnish him with a translation, 
Chinna Mudali continues to remain at home on the 
plea of illness. 
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At night, M. de la Bourdoniiais entei’tained the 
Governor at a banquet. There wa.-; also a dance. 

Mnudaii, Sotli JiiJ ji 17^6, or 13tlt A<Ji of Akshaya. — 
This day was uneventful. ^lalaivappa Mudali and 
Madanrmda PaiKlit repaired to the Governor, but 
finding liim busv, remained seated outside for a 
time, and then returned home. 

TuesJay, 26ilt Julijl7J,G, or Ikfk of Aktfhinjn . — 
The Governor sent his accountant, Rauga Pillai, to 
Tanappa Mudali to tell him that having heard of the 
arrival of five or six sail in the roads at Cuddalore, he 
desired that he would ascertain what ships they were, 
and whence they came. When Accountant Ranga 
Pillai made Tiinappa Mudali acquainted with the Gov- 
ernor’s bidding, his reply w'as : “ What friends have 
I there r Is this my business? I will, however, 
send a man to Cuddalore, to gather the information 
required by the Governor. Please inform liim 
accordingly.” Accountant Ranga Pillai told the 
Governor what Tanappa Mudali had said. He 
listened in silence, and then moved away. 

I went to him later on, and after paying my 
respects, was seated in the veranda.h where the 
sentinel on guard was. Here Madanamla Pandit 
came to me, and said: “ Chinna Mudali is a very 
stupid individual. I have repeatedly advised him, 
but he gives no heed to mj' words. I told him 
that as chief dubash his brother had made lakhs, 
had acquired very great repute, and had been in the 
enjoyment of every happiness within the reach of 
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man. I pointed out that nothing was more discredit- 
able than to hear people say that owing to there being 
after the death of his brother no competent person 
in the family, the appointment would pass into the 
hands of others. I told him that all hi-:; influence 
would be irretrievabl}' lost, and that nobody in the 
town would show aiiv respect for him. I asked him 
why he was giving up wliat was mor<’ or h>ss a here- 
ditai'v posses.sion ; the appointment having been held 
in succession by his grandfather, father, and brother. 
I urged upon him that he was detracting from the 
importance of his family, and that none in thi.s world 
could hope to gain wealth and power without pains. 
In spite of all my reasoning with him, and of all 
tlie counsels of his friends — whom I had persuaded 
to speak to him — he says that he is unfit for the 
office, that he is too sickly to discharge the duties of 
it efficiently, and that it is far better not to seek 
the post than to accept it, and then be turned out as 
inefficient. He is in a great fright just now. 
Twice or thrice he was unable to interpret to the 
Grovernor the contents of certain letters, and was 
obliged to send for vou. The Governor being enraged, 
rated him soundly on these occasions. He is much 
afraid that as the Governor bix'ame so exasjierated 
as regards such simple matters, ho may dgal with him 
with very great severity when really momentous 
subjects are in rpiestion.” I replied: “Although ho 
may decline the offer, how can he be excused from 
taking office.” He continued ; “ He says that he is 
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prepared to hold the appointment in conjunction 
with you. To-day, he intimated to Innasi,* the 
head servant of Madame Dupleix, that he was unfit 
for the situation, and requested him to move her to 
tell her husband that ho was incompetent, lie 
promised to do so.” This is the frame of mind in 
which Chinna Mitdali is. But nobody knows what 
the Governor has in view. This lias cairsed em- 
barrassment to some. Chinna Mudali’s intention 
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Weihiesda/j, 27th Jnhj 17 h6, or loth Arji of Areoiiiif (,f 

' ‘ X;un!.\aj>pa 

Ahshaija. — The followdng, which is worthy of note, 
occurred to-day. Tliere was here a man, orio^inallv ’ilnmum-’''' 
in the service of the English at Fort St. David, 
who w'as brought into Pondichery by Madame 
Hollaque.J As she was on terms of intimacy with 
M. de la Bourdonnais, he obtained emploAment Avith 
the latter. When !M. de la Bourdonnais departed 
for France, he left the man to the care of his 
brother, JM. de la A^illebague, who still I'etains him. 

This individual, whose name is Xainiyappa Mudali, 
has a comfortable living in his service. Now that 
AI. de la Bourdonnais has arrived as the commanding 
officer of a squadron of nine ships, he is dancing 
attendance upon him, in the hope of acquiring some 
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monej. This Nainiyappa Mutlali lias had, for a 
long time, a Telugu hanger-on who was once an 
inhabitant of Fort St. David. Malaikkozhunda 
idudali, the son-in-law of Tambicha Mudali, who for 
the last fifteen days has been engaged in famishing 
secret intelligence to the Governor concerning the 
affairs of the English at Fort St. David, has reported 
to him that this Telngu dependant of Nainiyappa 
iMudali, being a supporter of the English, was 
communicating to the people of Fort St. David 
everything that occurred at Pondichery. This man, 
together with another, a Tamilian said to be of the 
Accountant caste, has been consigned to prison in 
the fort. I'wo other persons, who are also stated 
to belong to Fort St. David, have been confined 
in the court-house. Malaikkozhundan has since 
received a sum of 100 rupees from the Governor, 
and has been given an escort of two or three Com- 
pany’s peons. Why this money was given ; whether 
for payment to any person, or as a reward for 
procuring news from Madras and Fort St. David, 
will be known in two or three days. 

Tharsdaij, 2Sth JhIi/ 17^6, or IGilt Ai/i cif Aksiliaya . 
— The Governor sent for me to-day, and handing me 
a cocoanut shell containing mercury, five or six 
rolls of palmyra leaf, and a little book of accounts 
made up of ten or twelve palmyra leaves, informed 
me that they were stated to have l^een brought 
casually by some seamen from a ship which they 
had met, and told me to despatch them to the parties 
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or places concerned, if thej could be found, and, 
if they could not, to dispose of them as I thought 
fit. An Indian hour afterwards, he gave me a 
palmyra-leaf letter written in the Telugu character 
to read. It purported to be written from Madras by 
the father of Pasumarti Singaniia Chetti to his son, 

A 

a servant of Orkandi Rangappa Naj^akkan, who is 
employed under Mr. Hinde, the Governor of Fort 
St. David. It stated that the Governor of Madras 
had sent for the son of the deceased Mullanki 
Krishnama Chetti, and had given him some presents, 
that a ditch was being constructed around Fort 
St. George, that the trees and other obstructions to 
the north of the fort had all been cleared away, and 
that one of the relatives of the writer had died, 
leaving property estimated at 220 pagodas, of which, 
after deducting 1 50 for certain purposes, 70 remained. 
Mention was also made of other family matters. I 
interpreted the whole of the contents to the Gov- 
ernor, and he enjoined on me silence with regard 
to them. I assured him that I would keep matters 
secret. This confirmed what had already come to 
my knowledge, namely, that the post runner of 
KfinimSdu had been waylaid, beaten, and robbed of 
his mail bag. 

Fridrnj, 39th July 17k(>, <>r 17th Adi of Aksfiai,a . — 
On the night of this day, the Governor sent for me, 
and directed me to find a man who could pilot a ship 
to Jaffna and Trincomalee. I said that Iwouln, and 
returned home. 

•20 


Chap. 

XXI. 


1746. 
Subse- 
quently 
hands him 
a letter. 


Contents 
of this. 


GoTernor 
enjoins 
8eci*eoy 
as to these. 


DiJirist 
directed by 
Governor 
to find u 
pilot for 
JatTna, etc. 


VOL. I I . 



154 


JnANDA RAmA hmArS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XXI. 

1748 . 
Retarn of 
Gop»la- 
krishna 
Aiyan and 
bi’bther. 
Diarist 
meets 
M. Lhostis. 


Conversa- 
tion with 
him touch- 
ing a 
certain 
bond. 


M. dc la 
VillebatfUf 
semis for 
diarist. 


The trade 
venture 
which 
they hud 
tofsether. 


This evening, GSpalakrishua Aiyan and his elder 
brother SitSrama Aiyan reappeared, they having 
absconded from this on 20th Kdrttigai of the year 
Krddhana [Jst December 1746], 

On my waj' from the house of the Governor, 
after having obtained permission for the return of 
the two persons mentioned above, M. Lhostis met 
me and asked for the return of his bond for 500 
pagodas, and an acknowledgment of receipt of the 
pi’eniinin, as well as the principal and interest owing 
by him. I pointed out that according to the sale 
accounts a further sum of 60 pagodas was due. He 
replied that he had paid this amount, also, with 
interest and premium, to the Governor, and told me 
to check it with his accounts. 

30th Jidij 17U6, or IStJi Adi of Ah- 
diiiyo . — This morning, ]\I. tie la Villebague sent for 
me. On the 22nd October 17 4d, a ship commanded 
by M. du Bocage set sail foi’ Mocha, with goods 
to the value of 800 pagodas on the account of 
M. de la Villebague ; for which he received a bill-of- 
lading. Of the merchandise then shipped by him, 
one-half belonged to me. The whole cargo not 
having been disposed of there, M. cle la Ville- 
bague snhseqnently proceeded to ^Manilla with what 
remained, appointing the Governor as his agent 
here. As regards the goods sold at Manilla, the 
Governor gave me, as my share of t'le sale-proceeds, 
Rs. 883-12-0. In connection with this transaction, 
M. de la Villebague said to me to-day ; “ The mer- 
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chandise which we shipped between us in 1743 for 
Mocha, as far as sales were effected there, realized 
the sum of 1,304 rupees, 6 fanams and 12 cash* 
As half of this amount is jour share, take these 652 
rupees, 3 fanams and 6 cash.” I then told Gopala- 
krishna Aijan to receive and count the money. 
He did so, and handed it over to the custody of 
Adi ISlarayaua PiUai, after making the nece.ssary 
entries in the books. As M. de la Villebague and I 
were walking out of the room where we had been 
conversing, we met M. de la Gatinais, M. Dubois, 
the latter’s brother M. Eousseliere, and two ship- 
captains. M. Dubois looking towards me said : 
“Now that you have been appointed as courtier of 
the Company, we fully believe that all our concerns 
will be successfully managed by you.” Congratu- 
lating me, he approached, according to the custom 
of his people, to embrace and kiss me. I thanked 
him, half accepting his congratulations ; but eluded 
his salute, making as though I did not understand 
his purpose. I replied to him : “ How will this 
appointment benefit me ? Through the favour 
of the Governor, the honours of torches an«.l a 
palanquin have been accorded to me, and 1 have 
even been vested with judicial powers. Owing to 
the liberal patronage bestowed by you all, 1 carry 
on business in all directions ; the Governor has 
entrusted to me all his private affairs, and half of the 
Company’s concerns pass through my hands. I am, 
as you see, ubiquitous, though strictly speaking I 
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liave no right to appear anywhere. The only 
advantages which the situation gives the holder of it 
are the oversight of the contract of the Company, and 
of the Company’s merchants, and a knowledge of the 
communications to and from the Government. His 
annual profit on account of his concern in the con- 
tracts is 2,000 pagodas, and no sooner does he receive 
this amount than he has to pay it away in very many 
directions. On the other hand, if, as a private mer- 
chant, 1 take a little trouble, I may realize instead of 
this 2,000, 4,000 or even 6,000. If, hy the favour of 
God, and your kindly attachment to me, I can make 
thus much, I shall be quite content. I am not 
altogether anxious for this office.” He rejoined : 
“ True. But, from Cape Comorin — in this part of the 
country —as well as in Bengal, in Golconda, and to the 
westward, in Mysore, there is not one who is not 
your friend, and there is none who will not honour 
your drafts and bonds. Nobody possesses so much 
credit here as you do, in the way of being able to 
procure at any time every kind of merchandise. The 
acquaintances and friends of other men are to be 
found only within the boundary hedge of Pondichery, 
and they have none in the interior. If therefore 
you agree to take up the appointment, the business 
of the Company will be carried on successfully, and 
it will, from the pecuniary point of view, he much 
benefited. There will hardly be any scheme initiated 
by it which under your management cannot be 
carried into full effect.” The other Europeans who 
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were with him then asked why the appointment 
should not be offered to me, and why I should not he 
requested to take it up. He replied : “ This is what 
is under consideration. It will be made known in 
due course. But those of the church of St. Paul 
will be much troubled.” M. de la Villebague upon 
this observed: “ The idea of the priests of the church 
of St. Paul is that if a Christian was appointed, 
they would be cognizant of every matter occurring 
in the town, and could bring under their influence 
any person that they wished. It was for this 
reason that they worked hard for the appointment 
of a Christian in the days of Louis XIV, and 
caused a letter on the subject to be addressed by 
the Company to the Council here. The result of 
this step was a mass of calumny against Xainiya 
Pillai. Upon this, the ministers of France left 
it to the discretion of the Council to do as they 
considered fit, observing that the authorities of 
the church of St. Paul were liars, and that it was 
owingtothemischief done by them that Poiidichery 
had not attained any name, and was in a moribund 
condition. In consequence of this, the words of 
the priests of the church of St. Paul will carry 
no weight; and promotion of the Company’s trade 
will be the main consideration in the selection 
from the candidates for office. Nevertheless, the 
priests will not remain aloof ; they will strive to 
their utmost to obtain the appointment of a Christian, 
and will even move the authorities at home to 


CH.iP 

XXI. 

174H. 
Conver- 
sation 
between 
Euro pea ri's 
on this 
point. 

Reply of 
M. Duboiu. 
de la 

Villebaffiie 
makes Jsoine 
observa- 
tions. 


Allude^ 
to the 

inteiferenee 
on the part 
of the 
priests. 


And the 
result. 


Points out 
that they 
will not 
abate 
their 

exertions. 



158 


JnANBA rang a PI^LAFS DIARt. 


Chap. 

XXi. 


1746. 
Refers to 
unfitness of 
Chinna 
Mudali. 


Suggests 
that diarist 
is the 
fittest 
person. 


Sui)s€y 
qneut 
conversa- 
tion on 
various 
topics. 


support them. Their character is too well known. 
Where, however, is the man in that community 
competent for the situation ? The only one to be 
thought of is Chinna Mudali. But he is a boor, 
and an ignoramus. It was said, even in the days of 
M. Dumas, that he was lacking in integrity, and 
would not hesitate to accept a fowl’s head as a 
bribe, and that Bangappan was the fittest man to 
succeed Kanakaraya Mudali.” We then chatted on 
topics of general interest, such as the friendly 
relation subsisting between the authorities at 
Negapatam and the English, the construction of 
ships by the latter at Trincomalee, a cruise of 
the squadron commanded by M. de la Bourdon- 
nais to seek the English ; the prospect of the 
destruction of all the English ships of war, the 
desirability of capturing Madras, and of hoisting 
the French flag thei’e— w'ere it only for four days — • 
in order to retrieve the name of the Fi-ench, the 
glory acquired by that nation through setting up 
a new king on the throne of England, and the 
probability of this event taking place in a month, 
if it had not already occurred. After a long 
conversation, I took my departure. 
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CHAPTER XXIL 

FROM JULY 31 ST, 17^6, TO AUGUST lOTU, 

M. Paradis and another g'ive banquet to (rovernor, and M. de la Bourdon- 
nais. — M. d’Espr^m^nil entertains them at night — Governor informs 
diarist that he holds certain sums belonging to him — And will see to 
settlement of further accounts — Ashs if he has other debtors— M. 
Lhostis sent for to pay debt due by him — Diarist forgoes interest 
on this — Conversation with Governor regarding Chinna Miidali — 
And certain money to be paid to him —Diarist offers to hand this 
over in person — Arrangement made to pay to Chiiina Mudali amount 
due to Kanakaraya Mudali — Difficulties of various kinds made by 
him when this tendered — He finally receives it — Ooveruor instructs 
diarist to arrange for payment of a certain sum to Mir Ghulam 
Husain — Tliis done— Closing of accounts of tradi* venture to 
Mocha — News contained in letter brought from Mah#— M. de la 
Villebague entertains MM. de la Bouvdonnais, and Dupleix — M. de la 
Bourdonnais embarks — tlonours paid to M. Dninas, and M. Duplei^ 
when they landed — Wliy M. Dupleix caused a parficular salute* on rhe 
departureofM.de la Bourdonnais — opinions as to absence of salute 
of guns when that officer started to embark — Intentions of M. de la 
Bourdonnais touching English squadron- -Frendi Heet ships su}>)»lies — 
Estimated cost (d‘ these — Specie embarked — ArrangornHnts as to 
native pilots — Fiirther special staff — What M. d(‘ la Bourdonnais, 
when departing, said to Governor — S(.n of Chanda Sahib, etc., visit 
admiral’s ship — Tlieir reception, and treatment on board — Presents 
made by them to M. de la Bourdonnais — Those given in return — 
Honours paid to them on departure— French fleet sails in search of 
English — Governor grants diarist permission to supply provisions 
to Asad Sahib — Gives him orders for certain goods — Makes a pay- 
ment to agent of Bahi ( hetti— Desires diarist to ascertain how 
this disposed of — Directs him to dye certain piece-goods --Asks for 
account of piece-goods sent to Mascareigne — Madame Dupleix gives 
diarist orders for certain goods — He agrees to a venture in shirts vvith 
M. Duplan — Council meets — Diarist presents certain accounts to 
Governor — Who asks what Sambu Das wrote to him — C -»nvcrsation 
on this subject — Diarist states that Sambu Das has asked for certain 
passes — Conversation regarding this request — Governor inquires who 
Venkata Narasinga Raja is — Diarist gives paiticolars? — And speaks in 
the highest terms of him — Governor soirgests that diarist sliould 
procure for him an alliance with this man, and presents from him — 
What is said to have occurred wdien Venkat? Narasinga Raja visited 
Madras —What Sambu Das wished Mr Morse to do — Diarist causes 
payment cf a certain draft — Governor directs him to procure 
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certain horses — Supposed reason for this order — Letters to Governor 
and Sampdti Rao from agent for French at Aroot — These state that 
Mr. Morse had requested the Xawab to forbid French to attack Madras 
— ^avvab said to have sent men to Madras and Pondichery, to keep 
him informed of events — Letter to Governor als3 states that Nawab 
requests passes for certain ships— Governor’s reply to this — Death 
and interment of priest of Vikrapandi Chettis — How, prior to his 
death, he appointed his snccessor — Dubash of late Governor of Fort 
St. David comes to Vazhndavur — Departs for Fort St. David — Alleged 
object of his errand. Governor indisposed — Complaint from Imam 
Sahib to Governor of murder of follower— Governor directs diarist to 
make inquiry — Nawab w'rites to Governor for safe conduct for a ship — 
Penalty agreed to if she carries good.’^ for English — Instructions given 
thereon — M. Legou sends order for cloths to Chinna Mndali — 
Subsequently gives it to diarist. 

iSnwhi ji, 31st Jnhj 11 k6, or 19fh Adi of A/cuhaiia . — 
M. Paradis and M. Desfresnes entertained the 
Governor, M. de la Boui'donnais, and others, at a 
banquet at the garden-house of M. Paradis, at 
Ozhukarai whither they all repaired. There is 
therefore nothing worthy of record to-day. They 
all returned this evening, at G. At night, the party 
was f^ted at the house of M. d’Esprem^nil. 

Monday, 1st Angnst 1 7^6, ur 20ili A(li of Akshaya. — 
The Governor sent for me this morning, and said : 
“I have now in my possession a sum of Rs. 10,892, 
which belongs to you. This amount was realized 
by the sale at Mocha of the merchandise shipped on 
two occasions in the Septune ; the second being in 
the month of Masi (February) of the year Raktfikshi 
(1745), when she sailed, bound ostensibly for Banca, 
under the assumed name of the Suldmat—hev alleged 
owner being Mir Ghulam Husain. I have also 
received from M . Lhostis, to whom you lent them 
on a premium contract, 500 pagodas, exclusive of 
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the premium of 18, and another sum of 10 pagodas, 
being interest and special charge for monsoon risks. 
The total of all these items is Rs. 2,139. You have 
thus to your credit an aggregate sum of Rs. 13,031, 
which please note in your account as having been 
received, and then debit against me. The consign- 
ment which you sent to INIascareigne has also been 
disposed of. I will look into the accounts, and have a 
statement prepared showing what falls to your share 
in that transaction.” He then inquired whether 
any other person was indebted to me. I replied that 
M. Lhostis had j-et to pay me 50 pagodas in con- 
nection with piece-goods, and asked him whether 
this amount had been included. Answering in the 
negative, he sent for M. Lhostis. As soon as he 
came, the Governor said to him : “ A sum of 5u 
pagodas is outstanding against you. You had better 
pay it to Rangappan.” This he promised the Gov- 
ernor that he would do, but when we left the room, he 
said to me : “I have lost by the consignments which 
I sent on that occasion. These 69 pagodas include 
the premium and the special charge for monsoon 
risks amounting to 14 pagodas, which I am unable to 
pay. You must therefore favour me by waiving 
your claim to this amount.’’ When preferring this 
request he extended his hand towards my chin,"'^ 


* Tills is a common term — amongst tlie lower classes of natives in 
particular — of emphasizing a request for a favour. The expression used 
when referring to cases where a man has pressed another to complj with 
a request is literally “ Having caught hold of his chin he begged of him/’ 
31 VOL. II. 
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Including 24 pagodas which were due by him on an 
account of the year before last, he owed me in all 
74 pagodas, in discharge of which he handed to me 
Rs. 237, and begged that I would excuse liim the 
payment of the balance. I told him that I willingly 
gave up the 14 pagodas for his sake, observing that 
I could make up the amount if I continued to stand 
well in his eyes. 

A 

Having despatched the money to Adi IVarayana 
PiUai, 1 returned to the Governor, who desired me 
to sign the share account. After 1 had done this, he 
said to me ; “ What is the illness from which Ohinna 
Mudali is suffering ?’’ I answered that I did not know. 
He then asked : “ Is it the same as he had before ?” 
I answered: “So they say.” He then remarked : 
“ He gets a share amounting to as much money as you 
have had. Whom shall we send to him with it?” 
I suggested the name of his accountant. He replied : 
“ Why may we not forward it by a peon ? AVe have 
to deduct from it the sum of 1,000 pagodas due 
from him, and deliver the balance. We must obtain 
his signature in the remittance list accompanying 
it, in token of his having received the full amount.” 
1 submitted ; “If you tell me what you desire to be 
done, I myself will go.” His reply was : “ It is not 
a matter of such consequence that you should. 
Mevertheless, on my account, you had better do so. 
You must pa}- him the amount I have in trust for 
him, less Rs. 3,200, the equivalent of 1,000 pagodas 
which he still owes me, and get his signature.” I 
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responded : “ Very well.” He tlieu said : “ Wliat is 
Pedro’s share in the profits?” I answered : " Rs. 
10,892 ; the same as has come to me. If R.>^. 3,200 be 
deducted therefrom, the net amount to be made over 
to Ohinna Mudali will be Rs. 7,092. If you will kindly 
give me a note addressed to your accountant Raiiga 
Pillai, instructing him to deliver this to Chinna 
Mudali, I will go in person to the latter, obtain his 
signature, explain to him the items making up the 
sum, and deliver the money' to him.” He accordingly 
handed me a note addressed to his accountant, direct- 
ing him to pay Rs. 7,692 to Tanappa Mudali, and also 
gave me the share account which the latter had to 
sign. I then placed the amount mentioned above in 
charge of Arun§,chala Chetti, and bade him proceed 
in advance, deliver it to Tanappa IMudali, and tell 
him that I would see him immediately. When I 
arrived, I found that ArunSchala Chetti had handed 
over the money, and was conversing with him. 1 then 
instructed liim to withdraw, and informed Chinna 
Mudali, in the presence of Paramunada Pillai and 
Azhagappan — who were at the time with him — that 
the Governor had bidden me make over to him 
the amount realized by two voyages to Mocha, and 
obtain his signature in the share account in token of 
receipt by him. He upon this said : “ I am in the 
dark as to the nature of thn transaction. Please 
have a memorandum of tlie particulars made out in 
the hand-writing of Paramunada Pillai.” I accord- 
ingly caused the latter to make out a note that 
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the earnings of the two voyages were Rs. 10,892. 
TSnappa Mudali then inquired why there were 
only four bags. I informed him that it was less 
Rs. 3,200, the equivalent of 1,000 pagodas which 
he owed to the Governor, who had deducted this 
amount, and bidden me pay the balance of Rs. 7,692, 
and obtain his signature. The grumbling which 
this information evoked from him was unbounded, 
and he observed : “ (,'annot the Governor recover the 
amount from what is outstanding to my credit against 
Eni'opeans r ” When I indicated the four places in 
the document at which he had to sign, he, being 
unacquainted with the form, put to me several 
questions as to the profits on the original invest- 
ment. I informed him that this could not be made 
out now, and that the amounts distributed were the 
sale-proceeds apportioned according to the capital 
invested by the different parties. Not satisfied with 
this, he asked numerous questions and eventually, 
with much reluctance, affixed his signature at the 
places pointed out. He then observed : “ Three of 
the bags bear a seal, and the fourth is open. The 
contents of the open bag should be examined and 
checked in j our presence, or yon must depute some 
one as your agent to do this, and to deliver them 
formally to me.” I remarked : “ That is not my 
business. I have handed to yon what the Governor 
has sent. The paper which you have signed will be 
returned to him. I shall then go home. No more 
responsibility attaches to me.” He exclaimed : “ As 
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you brought the bag, you must deliver its contents 
correctly. Otherwise I will not receive it.” There- 
upon T instructed Arunachala Chetti to count out 
and hand over the rupees to him. This was clone, 
and I made a report to the Oovernor, who then said 
to me : “1 have Rs. 5,221, the share of Mir Ghulam 
Husain, which are the proceeds of the sale of his 
merchandise at Mocha. Please arrange for the deli- 
very of this sum to him, and for obtaining his 
signature in the share account.” Entrusting the 
money to Hadasiva Aiyan, I charged him to pay it to 
Mir Gh ulam Husain’s father, and take his signature. 
He accordingly delivered the amount, and brought 
back the share account duly signed. 

Thus, within a period of six months and twenty 
days, the merchandise shipped to Mocha was dis- 
posed of, and the amounts invested in the Mocha 
counting-house, for the purchase of colFee, were 
duly returned to the different shareholders, with 
interest. 

Tnesdny, 3nd Augu?,t 17hQ, or 21st Adi of Aksiwija. 
— Four Brahmans brought a letter from Mahe, and 
said that they had, by rapid travelling, made the 
journey in twelve days. Their report was as follows ; 
“ A ship arrived at Mahe and was supplied with some 
sheep, scvine, fowls, and w'ater. As the sea was 
stormy, and the waves were high — this being' the 
rain)' season there — oid) a portion of the provisions 
collected could be placed on board. Owing to the 
state of the weather, a European passenger who had 
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landed was enable to return to the ship. He in- 
tended to go on to Pondichery, and with that view 
walked for some distance, but was obliged to turn 
back owing to his feet having swollen. We have 
also brought letters from the officers of the ship.” 

Weihiesilay, 3rd AuQmt 17k-6, or 22nd Adi of 
Aksliaya . — At noon to-day, M. de la Bourdonnais 
and the Governor M. Dupleix, were entertained by 
M. de la Villebagne, at his house. At about 3, they 
left in palanquins; that of M. de la Bourdonnais 
preceding that of M. Dupleix. As they passed out 
together through the sea-gate, the “ Tambour- 
aux-champs ” was beaten. They alighted at the 
custom-house, and there, as he was starting on an 
expedition against Commodore Peyton who com- 
mands the English fleet, M. de la Bourdonnais bade 
M. Dupleix farewell. A salute of twenty-one guns 
was then fired. The Governor accompanied M. de 
la Bourdonnais to the boat, embracing and kissing 
him before he embarked. When the boat with M. 
de la Bourdonnais on board pushed off from the 
shore, there was another salute of twenty-one guns. 
The Governor watched it until it had passed the 
outer surf, then returned to his house, and afterwards 
went out for a drive. 

When M. Dupleix first disembarked, the “ Tam- 
bour -aux- champs ” was not beaten, and fifteen guns 
only were tired ; but on the occasion of the landing of 
M. Dumas, he was honoured with a salute of twenty- 
one guns, and with the beating of the “ Tamhour-aux- 
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champs.” That a similar honour was not accorded 
to M. Dupleix, was made the ground of a complaint, 
which has a long history. Some said that to make up 
for the previous shortcoming, the Governor had on 
this occasion caused a salute of twenty-one guns to 
be fired twice, and the “ Tambour-aux-champs ” to 
be beaten, and that with this motive he accompanied 
M. de la Bourdonnais to the boat, and remained on 
the beach until it had passed the outer surf. A few 
observed that his intention in acting as he did was to 
indicate that the beating of the “ Tambour-aux- 
champs ” was due onl}- to his own presence on the 
occasion. When M. de la Bourdonnais actually 
started to embark on board his ship, no guns were 
fired. Some surmised that this must have been 
at his own desire, as he was proceeding, as it were, 
to his own residence. Others, again, thought that 
M. de la Bourdonnais must iiave declined the honour, 
as one more befitting the occasion of his victorious 
return. Each expressed the opinion which occui-red 
to him. 

M. de la Bourdonnais stated in the presence 
of all his officers that he was resolved to lead the 
fleet against Commodore Peyton, who is cruising off 
Trincomalee, where the English are building ships ; 
and either capture his squadron, making him and 
his officers prisoners, or sink and destroy his op- 
ponents, or with his officers, meet a like fate at 
the hands of the English. The views of the Gov- 
ernor and those present were in accord with those 
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expressed by M. de la Bourdonnais. Every one is 
assured that either one or the other of these two 
things will happen : there is no other alternative. 

Munitions of war, pickaxes, spears, ladders, 
spades, baskets, etc., etc. were shipped on board the 
eight sail comprising the fleet of M. de la Bourdonnais. 
Havinsr enumerated these, there is no tieed that I 
should say more. A word to the wise is sufficient. 
Sheep, bullocks, pigs, fowls, dried fish, bread, 
Colombo arrack, rice, dholl, ghee, oil, firewood, and 
other provisions, were all embarked in the ships, 
in quantities so enormous as to appear almost 
fabulous. There is possibly a risk that the terms 
“ ocean of lies,” and “ mountain of lies ” might be 
applied to my description. It was estimated that the 
fitting out of the nine vessels which came out for 
the war would cost a lakh of rupees, less 4,000 or 
5,000. The lowest estimate was not, it would 
appear, below 80,000 or 85,000 rupees. The cost 
of the expedition may amount to more, but it 
cannot be less. In addition to provisions, money was 
shipped in boxes. The Admiral’s vessel, the Achille, 
had on board Es. 4,000 in specie, and each of the 
other seven ships Rs. 8,000. The men carried by 
the fleet numbered 3,300. Two hundred and forty 
soldiers, fifty East Indians, and a few officers were 
embarked at Pondichery to replace those fallhig 
sick and djdng. Two native masters were engaged 
to pilot the fleet to Trincomalee, on a salary of 
Rs. 23 per mensem each. They were taken before 
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the Governor, who sent them on to M. dela Bourdon- 
nais, by whom they were put on board his own ship. 
They expressed fears for their safety on the ground 
that they were to be employed on a man-of-war, 
but the Governor and M. de la Bourdounais reassured 
them by saying that in the event of an action, they 
would be ordered into the hold along with the priests 
and the ship’s doctor, and they- moreover promised 
to give them a liberal reward in addition to their 
pay. Each ship was provided with two divers, four 
boatmen, and a catamaran. The duty of these men 
was to make soundings whilst the fleet was doubling 
the promontory of Ceylon, explore the estuaries of 
rivers, and report to the ships shoals and other 
dangers. The services of experienced hands were 
obtained because they were intimately acquainted 
with these seas, of which the French sailors have 
but little knowledge. The French say that when 
M. de la Bourdonnais bade the Governor farewell, 
he told him that they would rejoice after the 
fifteenth day from this, when he would bring Com- 
modore Peyton as his prisoner, and that he would 
not now stand on much ceremony, but Avould take his 
departure at once. As the tide of fortune has 
turned in favour of the French, they will, without 
doubt, vanquish the English. Providence surely 
has willed it so ; and it will certainly come to pass. 
When the vessels return, all will be delighted. 

Thur^fhfjl, k-ih August 17k6, or 23rd Adi of Ak~ 
shay a . — This morning at 6, the son of Chanda Sahib, 
22 voii. ii. 
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the son of Bade S§,hib, and Asad Sahib, the son- 
in-law of Husain Sihib, with many of attendants, 
went off in five boats — the first three in one fur- 
nished "svith seats, and the others in ordinary craft 
— to the ship Acliille, which is that of the Admiral. 
As they stepped on board, the second captain 
came to meet and escort them. The deck was 
lined on either side by 260 soldiers, drums were 
beaten, pipes and trumpets were played, and the 
visitors were received with very great honours. M. 
de la Bourdonnais then advanced, einbi-aced them, 
and conducted them to his quarters, Avhere he led 
them into a cabin freshly decorated with gilt 
leaves and silk hangings, and seated them on 
chairs and sofas placed there. After they had 
exchanged some polite phrases, they talked for a 
while on general topics. They then witnessed some 
of the manoeuvres of the seamen, such as the 
fastening and unfastening of ropes, and the 
unfurling of sails, which the men were directed to 
perform quickly. They were next shown round 
the deck, fore and aft, and afterwards inspected the 
cannon which were mounted there. They then 
once more entered the Admiral’s cabin, and resumed 
their seats. The son of Chandd Sahib presented 
M. de la Bourdonnais with a dress of honour 
worth Rs. 110 or 120, and the son of Bade Salnl) 
gave him another. M. de la Bourdonnais in return 
made a present of a musket fitted with a bayonet, 
to the former, and of another musket to the latter 
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both these weapons being of a costly description. 
On their way back he escorted them as far as the 
gangway, and there bade them farewelL As they 
descended the sliip’s ladder, and entered the boat, a 
salvo of twenty- one guns was fired by each of the 
four ships in the roads . '1 hen those on board taking 

off them hats, shouted thrice : “ Long live the king.” 
Thus were the visitors highly honoured : they were 
deserving of the treatment which they received. 
The beating of drums continued, and the guard of 
honour remained drawn up, as long as they were on 
board; the latter was dismissed only after they had 
quitted the ship. The visitors then came ashore, 
and repaired to their respective abodes. 

The fleet of M. de la Bourdonnais, consisting of 
eight ships, set sail at 11 this forenoon to seek the 
English at GraUe, Colombo, Jaffna, and Trincomalee. 
When it stood out to sea, fifteen guns were tired by 
the Admiral only. The fort returned the salute. 

Frida ij, 5th August 17^6, or 2UFi Aili of Ak- 
shaija . — 1 suggested to the Governor that Asad 
S ahi b should be supplied with provisions. He 
desired me to tell Arumpatai to send them, which 
did. 

Saturdaij, 6tlb August 17k-6, or 25th Adi of Akshaga. 
--This forenoon, about half-past 11, M. Dupleix, 
sent for me, furnished me with a list of goods to 
be manufactured for him, and desired that they 
should be supplied b}' the end of October next. I 
said: “ Very good.” He again summoned me, and 
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said : “I want a score of pieces of muslin as good 
and fine as you can get, and another of dimity, 
no matter what the cost and fineness. You must 
procure these two kinds of goods, of very superior 
quality, within a period of two months. They are 
entered in the register of orders for cloths, in which 
a description of them is given.” 

Sending for me once more, the Grovernor said; “I 
will now pay Rs. 20,000 to Tiruviti Balu Chetti’s 
agent. The balance will be met later on. Inform 
Venkatachala Chetti accordingly.” I did as he bade 
me. The Governor paid the amount to the agent, 
who received the same. He then said to me : 
“ Ascertain, and let me know, what Salatu VenkatS- 
chala Chetti does with the money, to whom he gives 
it, and whether he sends it to Madras or pays it 
to Chinna Mudali in liquidation of the debt due to 
Kanakaraya Mudali.” 

The Governor desired me to-day to dj e with blue 
eighty scores of piece-goods, and I promised to do so. 
He then ordered his accountant, Ranga I’illai, to 
make over the necessary number of pieces to me. 
He accordingly came to me, and said that he would 
deliver these on the morrow, and I instructed him to 
send them to my warehouse. He undertook to do 
this, and departed. 

To-day the Governor’s accountant, Ranga Pillai, 
made over to the custody of the men at my warehouse 
a portion of the piece-goods, wliich were duly sealed, 
and he promised to forward the remainder to-morrow. 
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Suiuhiii, 7th AiKjif.^t 17k6, or 26tli Adi of 
Akskaya . — The Governor summoned me to-da}’, and 
said : “ AVhat quantity of piece-goods did }'ou send, 
in October 174t, through M. de Bury, for sale at 
Mascareigne ? ” I replied : “ Two bales, which cost 
900 and odd pagodas.” He tlien said ; “ Give me an 
account of this.” After consulting the entry made 
at the time, I have noted down the figures — pag : 903, 
fan: 21, ca : 38 — in French. I purpose furnishing 
this note to the Governor to-morrow. 

Madame Dupleix sent for me and said: " I want 
1,000 shh’ts made of bleached long-cloth. You may 
add another 500. As for the cloth, the Governor told 
me to procure it from you.” I answered : •* I will 
see to it.” She continued : “ He also bade me 
obtain from you two scores of sheeting printed 
with flowers, which I require.” I replied : “ Very 
well ; I will send them. The Governor has already 
given me a list of these piece-goods, and ordered the 
supplj' of them.” 

M. Duplan said to me : “ I require blue cluth, 
to the value of 1 ,000 pagodas. I will ha,ve it made 
into shirts. You can take half a share in this. 
They are in great demand at Mascai’eigne.” I 
replied : 1 agree.” He added : “ It should be 

ready by the month of October next.” I answered : 
“ I will think over it and let you know.” He then 
said : “ As my health Imre is not good, I intend 

going to Mascareigtie for a change. I will take 
the goods with me then.” M. de Bausset also took 
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part in this conversation. M. Duplan promised to 
send me 300 pagodas on Wednesday next. 

This morning, a Council, from vdiich theGovernor 
was absent, was held at the Council chamber. The 
members separated at Jl. 

Mondcuj, 8th Amjai^t 17^6, or 27th Adi of 
Akshdija '. — This morning, I presented to the Gov- 
ernor the account connected with the two bales of 
piece-goods sent to Mascareigne through the agency 
of M. de Bury, on the 18th October 1744, corre- 
sponding to 6th Arppisi of Raktakshi. He took it, 
and then said : “ What did Sambu Diis write to 
you after the arrival of our ships.” 1 replied : “ He 
has sent a letter begging pardon for all the irregu- 
larities which he recently committed, and requesting 
me to act as mediator, and effect a reconciliation so 
full that your friendship towards him might here- 
after be ever warm and enduring.” On this the Gov- 
ernor inquired what reply I had given. My answer 
was; “I wrote to him to the following effect; 

‘ When you were here, you promised, in connection 
with Chanda Bahib’s affair, to give the Governor a 
draft for a lakh of rupees. But after you left Pondi- 
chery, you wrote to him saying that in view of the 
non-arrival of the ships, and for this and that reason, 
you could not fulfil your promise. Subsequently, 
although I addressed several letters to you, you never 
paid heed to any of them. Under these circum- 
stances, if you desire that the friendship of the 
Governor should be revived, you should adopt such 
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a course as will iuduce him to forget all your past 
misdemeanours,’ I addressed him in terms suited 
to the circumstances of the case.” I then added: 
“ He has written to me to procure a permit for three 
of his boats laden with redwood which has to be 
landed at Negapatam.” He replied : “ We cannot 
give passes to those residing at places under the 
English flay.” Hpon this I exclaimed : “ You said, 
in the case of ships in the roads at Cuddalore, bound 
for Queda, that you had no objection to furnish 
passes, proyided that they executed an agreement or 
offered security that they would not carry any goods 
belonging to the English. I accordingly replied 
to him to that effect. ” The Governor thenproceeded 
to urge that this was rescinded by a subsequent order 
of Council. I thereupon remonstrated with him 
saying that a refusal on his part would not be 
equitable, and that it would add to his reputation to 
show favour in this case. To this he did not reply. 

He then said : “ Who is Venkata J^iarasing-a 
Raja? Why did he send you a horse, a dress of 
honour, and a dagger ? What is he ? ” I replied : 
“ His territory is estimated to yield a revenue of 
two lakhs of pagodas. He pays a tribute to the 
Nawab of a lakh of rupees every y^ear. He is a feudal 
chieftain. His possessions contain many well-known 
hills and forests. It is on his land that Father 
Thomas of Madras has built a church. He and 
I have been on friendly' terms for the last three 
or four years. This person, however, is a regent. 
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the real owner being his brother-in-law, Klrveti 
tlajS, who has become imbecile. Venkata JN arasinga 
Rdja is at present snlfering from diabetes. He is 
said to have recently been to Madras for medical 
treatment, and to have started for Bommaraja pMai- 
yam only five days ago, as his health has now some- 
what improved. I have received a letter conveying 
news to this effect. A month ago I sent to him 
return presents of a horse and a dn^ss of honour. 
But before these could reach his country, he had left 
for Madras. My messengers consequently are now 
at Tirutani, a town which belongs to him, and 
is at a distance of about ten leagues from Fondi- 
chery. This is what my servants have written to me. 
After he has returned to his palaiyam, they will pro- 
ceed thither. Venkata Xarasinga Raja is a man 
of great integrity and virtue, and an able adminis- 
trator. Since he commenced to manage affairs, 
he has very much extended his territory.” After 
I had expatiated in these terras on his merits, 
the Governor remarked : “ You alone have secured 
presents from him. But you have made no attempt 
to effect an alliance between him and me, and to 
procure presents for me also.” I said : “ I will ; 
but we should exhibit no undue haste in doing this.” 
He replied : “You must contrive this.” 

It is said that when Venkata Xarasinga Rhj^ went 
to Madras, he visited the Governor, Mr. Morse who, 
it is alleged, honoured him with a salute, and gave 
him a present. It is likewise reported that on the eve 
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of his return lie made Mr. Morse sundry gifts 
more valuable than those which he had received. 
It would appear that Sambu D§s pleaded hard with 
the Grovernor that an elephant should be presented 
to the Eaja, that the Governor refused to comply 
with this request ; that thereupon Sambu Das 
ofPered to give one, and requested that the Gov- 
ernor would present it, that the Governor then 
observed that his refusal was not based on the 
score of expense, but on the ground that an 
unusual precedent would thereby be created, and 
that even as regards a salute, it was not without 
considerable pressing that it was granted. I have 
received from reliable sources positive information 
to this effect. It now remains to be seen what will 
take place when my messenger, RSmakrishna Sastri, 
delivers, after the Eaja has returned to his pSlaiyam, 
what I have sent to him. 

To-day, Tarwadi presented to me a draft for 
Es. 9,600, from his master’s agent Hariram Takar 
at Negapatam, payable eight days after sight to M. 
Eiche, the commandant at KSrikal. Increasing this 
amount to Es. 9,672, by the addition of a premium 
of / 2 — at the rate of three-fourths of a rupee for 
every 100 of the draft— I transferred it to M. Dulau- 
rens, and caused payment to be made to TarwSdi. 
When I went to communicate the news to the Gov- 
ernor, I found him engaged in a conversation with 
M. d’Auteuil. After he had listened to me, he said : 
“ I wish you to have in readiness fourteen or fifteen 
23 
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horses of the Manilla, Pes;u, Asiatic Turkey, and 
Arabian breeds,” I replied; “ Very good.” I ac- 
cordingly instructed Krimasi Pandit, the subordinate 
chief of the peons, not to permit any horses, the 
property of Hindus or Muhammadans, to pass beyond 
the bounds of Pondichety. The Governor made an 
exception as regards those from Acheeu. The circum- 
stance which has led to the issue of the order recorded 
above seems to be this: M. de la Bourdonuais has 
entertained a body-guard of twenty-four troopers; 
and drives out attended by some of these. He is 
said to have given instructions to procure horses for 
his men, and make up uniforms for them. This 
information was given to me by M. Mathieu, who 
remarked : “ M. de la Bourdonnais has engaged four 
CoflFres,*^ to blow trumpets. We shall see in four 
or five days in what light the Governor will regard 
this.” 

Subbaiyan, the agent of the French at Arcot, 
sent a letter which was interpreted by MadanSnda 
Pandit and Malaiyappa Mudali to the Governor. It 
ran as follows ; “Mr. Morse, the Governor of Madras, 
wrote to Nawab Anwar-ud-din KMn stating that 
intelligence had been received there that the French 
were meditating an attack on the town, and had 
put on board their ships of war, scaling ladders. 


* Called also Caffres. Negroes of South-East Africa who were im- 
ported by the Portuguese, English, ard French, and used as troops. From 
quotations occurring in “ Hobson Johson it would pppear that some of 
this class \tere accomplished perfornn'i’s on tlie French horn. 
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bundles of straw, spades, pickaxes, axes, tents, and 
other material of war for attacking a fort, that this 
news had disquieted the traders, officers, and other 
inhabitants of Madras, that he also suspected this, 
that as war at sea alone had been proclaimed be- 
tween the English and the French, the latter should 
not attack the former on land, and that as towns 
possessed by either party lay in the territories of the 
NawSb, neither the English, nor the French, could 
attack these without his permission. Mr. Morse 
therefore asked theXawabto insist upon the French 
not attacking Madras. He also wrote to the same 
effect to Sampati Rao. Both the letters were deli- 
vered in the first instance to SampMi Rao by the 
Madras agent, who told him in complimentary terms 
what he had been instructed to say. Sampati Rao 
perused the letter addressed to him, told the agent 
to deliver to the Xawab the despatch intended for 
him, and promised at the same time to send a reply 
after consultation with him at the darbar. The 
Madras agent thereupon presented the letter to the 
Nawab, who having read it, despatched two mes- 
sengers to Madras, and two others to Pondichery, 
with instructions to send him intelligence, from 
time to time, of whatever took place in those two 
towns.” In addition to these particulars, the letter 
of Subbaiyan, communicated the fact that the 
Nawab had written to the Governor of Pondichery 
asking for passes for three vessels bound from 
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Sa’adat Bandar * to Chittagong. When the Covernor 
heard the letter he, it is reported, smiled, and stepped 
back a pace or two. The letter of the Tv awfib ashing 
for passes for the three ships was afterwards read 
and interpreted to the Governor, who directed that 
a reply should be sent to the effect that there was 
no objection to granting these documents, provided 
that the owners of the ships bound themselves, by 
a written agreement, not to carry in them goods or 
other things belonging to the English. This is 
what Madan^nda Pandit told me. 

This night, two Indian hours after sunset, Amba- 
lattfidum Aiyar, the priest of the Viirap^di 
Chettis who reside here, expired. His corpse was 
interred in a sitting posture, in the premises of the 
very matt over which he presided. Having had a pre- 
sentiment of his approaching end, he, on Sunday the 
26th Adi [7th August 1746], nominated Kanaka- 
sabhai Tambiran as his successor. The latter, who 
had a tangled head of hair, was, up to the time of 
his appointment, his personal attendant, escorted 
him to men of consequence, and helped in superin- 
tending the affairs of the institution. Nominating 
him as his successor, the retiring priest placed on 
his neck the sacred rosary, composed of clusters of 


* This is what is now known as Covclong, a village and salt factory on 
the coast, 22 miles from Madras. From an old route book, it appears that 
there was there a fort constructed by Nawab .\nwar-nfl-din, close to the 
sea and near the rains of one which had been built by the Imperial East 
India Company of Ostend. The name given by the natives to this fort 
was Sa’adat Bandar. It has long ceased to exist. 
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beads — five in each — which he had hitherto worn, 
and prostrated himself in homage at his feet. The 
ascetics present, and all his disciples, followed his 
example. Then, adrlressing the assembly, he said ; 
“ I have installed this man as jour head. I shall 
betake myself to-morrow evening to Kailasa. You 
must take care of the matt, and manage its affairs 
efficiently”. His death took place as he had predicted. 
His successor, a handsome person with a bright 
face, is about forty-fi\'e years old, and seems to be 
fitted for the office. 

On the night of Monday, this day last week, 
Pandil Muttiyalu Xdyakkan, formerly the dubash of 
Mr. Hubbard, the late Governor of Fort St. David, 
arrived at Vazlmdiivur, paid a visit to Mir Husain 
KhSn, the commandant of the fort, and received 
from him, as gifts, a horse and a dress of honour. 
Having: forwarded to me, through a messenger sent 
by Ramabhadi’a Reddi, intimation of his intended 
departure for Fort St. David, he repaired thither on 
the following night at 10. It is said that his errand 
is to furnish, from time to time, secret intelligence 
concerning the political affairs of the country, as he 
has acquaintances there as far as RSmesvaram, and 
can therefore appoint at different places agents to 
supply him with information, whereas Orkandi Ran- 
gappa Nayakkan, the dubash of Mr. Hinde, the 
present Governoi' of Fort 8t. David, seldom reports 
on such matters. I cannot thiidv of any other 
business that he can have here. 
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Tuesday^ 9th Avgnst 17 h6, or 28th Adi of Ahshaya. 
— The Governor lay in bed this morning until 11, 
as owing to a head-ache he had had no sleep last 
night. There was no darbar, and he saw no one 
until 12. 

Werhiesday, 10th Augns^t 17 k6, or 29th Adi of 
Akdiayn . — A messenger brought a letter from Imam 
Sahib to the Governor. In this it was requested 
that condign punishment might be inflicted on the 
murderers of a follower of his, whose corpse had been 
found near Tiruv^ngada Pillai’s choultry. As soon 
as the letter had been interpreted to the Governor, 
he sent for me, and exclaimed twice or thrice, in my 
presence, that M. de bahaye, who exercised jurisdic- 
tion over KSlapettai, had not informed him of the 
murder. He directed me to investigate the matter, 
and make a report to him. I promised to do so. 
Madaiitada Pandit and Malaiyappa Mudali then 
informed him that they had interpreted to him a 
report which had been received some time previously. 
The Governor turned to me, and asked within whose 
territory the occurrence mentioned in the letter had 
taken place. I said that it was in that of the Com- 
pany. He directed me to make a thorough inquiry, 
and submit a report. I said that I would, and 
retired. 

Later on a letter arrived from the Nawab, and 
was interpreted to the Governor. It stated that a 
ship belonging to a Muhammadan was about to be 
despatched from Covelong to Tenasserim, that a 
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safe conduct was sought for her, and that the owner 
had expressed his willingness to execute an under- 
taking to the effect that she should be liable to 
confiscation, with all her cargo and appurtenances, 
if she conveyed any goods belonging to the English. 
The Governor sent for me, and directed me to instruct 
M. Minos, who is acting as Secretary- in the place 
of M. Duplan, with regard to draw'ing up, in the 
proper forms, the deed of agreement and passport, 
and despatching them to the persons concerned. 

M. Legou, so T was told, forwarded an order for 
a number of coarse striped cotton cloths to Chiima 
Mudali who sent Krishnaiyan, the son of Subbaiyan 
of the Fort, back with it to ascertain if the cloths 
were really wanted. M. Legou considered for a 
while, and then sent Krishnaiyan to me with an 
order on behalf of the Company for twenty pieces 
of the cloth required. He came to me, and com- 
municated the order, stating, at the same time, that 
he had first taken one of the same kind to Chiuna 
Mudali, 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

FROM AUGUST IITD, 17^6, TO AUGUST 17™, 1746. 

Ghiima iludali visits diarist — Converses with him — Alludes to illness of 
Grovernor and departs Object of visit wliich he intended paying to 
Governor — Governor asks diarist to distill some arrack — Conversation 
on the subject — A supply ordered — Certain officials submit to 
Governor draft of letter to Dutcb — Eesidents of KalapSttai refused 
leave to hold festival — Krimasi Pandit pleading on their behalf, 
Governor sends for diarist — Asks him if he has inquired regarding 
murder at Kalapettai — He answers — Questions him regarding inter- 
view with Asad Sahib, and he replies — Eequest of people of KalapSttai 
granted — Ekambsra Aiyan brings a Brahman from Fort St. David to 
diarist — He delivers message from Muttijain N%akkan — This asks 
for information as to probability of war— Diarist suspects attempts to 
trick him —Pleads ignorance— Warns messenger of risks which he 
incurs — Suggests instant departure — He promises to go — Conversa- 
tion with Ekambara Aiyan regarding object of messenger — Belief of 
diarist that it was to obtain information for English — ^Ikimkara 
Aiyan agrees — War material secretly placed on sbip-board — II. Paradis 
starts for K^rikal — Guruvappa Chetti visits diarist— Conversation 
regarding appointment of latter as chief dubash— Guruvappa Chetti 
assures him that this has been made — Reply of diarist — Subsequent 
couversation— News from Mab4— Capture of English sliip by French 
— Governor sends for M. Paradis, who cannot be found — Retail 
prices of broad-cloths at Madras — Bates for blue and yellow — 
Governor sends for diarist — Inquires about muivler at Kalap§ttai — 
He states what be knows— JI. de Laliaye sent for — Governor asks of 
durist nature of Lazar’s illness — He infers from Governor’s remarks 
that he will be appointed chief dubash — Governor inquires touching 
certain accounts, etc. — Diarist rei>oits regarding a certain insolvent — 
Governor gives instructions — The man finally released — Madame 
Dupleix sends for diarist— Speaks to him respecting a case referred 
tolv'mfor adjudication — Urges him to deliver his award — He tells 
her that she has been misinformed — She replies — Informs him that 
AnnapBrna Aiyan has offered Governor and her bribes to obtain the 
eourtiership, and remarks that he is incompetent —Speaks flatteringly 
of titness of diarist — And assures him of her support — He 
expresses his gratitude — She mentions her precautions not to pre- 
judice him — He expresses indifference to appointment — She urges 
him to accept — And say's that it will shortly' be conferred upon him — 
Head of police imprisoned on account of a murder — Letter to Gov- 
ernor from Nawab — Efc^ue.'^t.s French not to alarm people at Madras 



GHimA MODAL! VISITS DIARIST. 


185 


— Reply of Governor — News from Cuddalore — Alarm there, and at 
Port St. David — Measures taken to secure property, etc. — People fly to 
Tiruv§ndipuraai, etc.-— Panic on arrival there of M. Paradis — Flight 
thence of people, and conseqnent confusion at Cuddilore and Fort St. 
David — The alarm proving false, confidence restored -Condition of 
affairs notwithstanding this — Governor calls upon diarist for certain 
arrack — He replies that it cannot be furnished at once — Governor bids 
him supply cloth in satisfaction of debt to Company — Diarist suggests 
to M. de la Touche purchase of arrack, etc., at Porto Novo — He agrees 
to this, and offers some arrack of his own — Purchase arranged — M. de U 
Touche promises to attempt further purchase.s — His anxiety touching 
his bargain — Diarist transacts some further business, and departs — 
Friends of Chinn<a Mudali, hearing tliat diarist is to be appointed, beg 
him not to abandon idea of taking office— His family and relatives do 
the same — He asks senior priest of St. Paul’s to use hi.s influence — He 
consents, and offers advice— -The priests seek the fiup)!ort of Madame 
Dopleix — Who denies all knowledge of the matter — Chinna Mudali 
determines to seek the favour of the Governor —Diarist declines to 
accompany him — Madauanda Pandit does — Flis friends follow — Fail 
to obtain audience — Diarist visits Governor — Kmissaries of Nawdb 
visit Chinna Mudali — M. dela V‘iilol>ague asks information regarding 
goods being manufactured for his brother — Conversation regarding 
goods ordered for his brother— M. Paradis returns from K^rikdl 
— Diarist ascertains his movements whilst absent — Speculates as to 
object of his journey — Concludes that it had to do with attack on 
English — M. Paradis and M. d'Aufceuil have interviews with Governor 
— Who asks diarist about horses — And again consults with M. Paradis 
— Sea transport engaged — Supplies, etc., shipped*— Diarist surinises 
attack on Madras or Fort St. David — Renewed anxiety of 'M. de la 
Touche — Diarist reassures him — Conversation regarding a cargo of 
arrack from Colombo — Chinna Mudali abuses Annapfirna Aiyan and 
his family — Remarks theienpon of Krimasi Pandit — Reply of Madan- 
anda Pandit. 

Thursdaij, 11th Anijnst 17 kG, or 30th Adi of Ah~ 
shai/a . — This morning, on his waj back from the 
house of the Goyernor, Chinna Mudali came to 
my storehouse, and sat do»vn on the pial. When 
I arrived from my residence at S o’clock, and 
seating myself beside him inqiiii-ed whether lie had 
recovered, he said that he was somewhat better, 
but that if he attempted to walk he became giddy. 
I remarked that this must be due to his weak 
24 
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condition. He said : “ Yes. My health has been 
much impaired since the death of the Mudali.” I 
replied ; “ The grief caused by that bereavement 
must have told upon you.” We conversed for a 
while, on general subjects. He then said; “The 
Governor appears to have had a head-ache last 
night ; he may go on sleeping for tour Indian 
hours more. I shall therefore return home.’’ So 
.saying he took leave of me, and departed. The 
object of his intended visit to the Governor was this. 
His friends have been telling him that he is a loser 
by not waiting on the Go7ernor, that if I was in 
his eye for the appointment it would not have 
been kept in abeyance so long ... * Urged 
thus by his people, and partly believing in the 
possibility of tlie success of his attempts — though 
he was far from being sanguine — , and impelled by' a 
mind troubled with conflicting thoughts, he went 
to the Governor’s house, but returned without 
seeing him. 

At half-past 10, the Governor sent for me, and 
•asked me to distill some arrack, to which T agreed. 
He asked how much could be manufactured in a 
day'. I answered : “ About 500 brasses .f” He 
remarked : “ Your liquor does not po.ssess much 


* Perished in the original. 

t Inquiry at Pondichery and elsewhere, as to the meaning of this 
word has proved unsncoessful. It is evidently a measure of capacity. 
The word exists, bat is applied only to a measure of length eqaivalcnt to 
the English “fathom”. 
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fragrance ; it has a smoky taste.” I replied : “ That 
is its nature. I have worked the distillery for 
the last thirty years. The same still has been in use 
all along.” He then said : “ Is this the only kind, 
or are there two P ” I answered ; “ I hear there is 
another called ‘ forfe. ’ * He then ordered me to let 
him nave a supply. I was desirous of telling him 
that it was difficult to furnish 500 brasses, as some 
ingredients had to he mixed with the liquor ; but 
I could not find an opportunity of doing so. I 
returned, hoping to inform him of thi.s on some 
other occasion. 

As we were eno^aged in conversation on this 
subject, MM. d’Espremenil and Minos came, and 
handed to the Governor a draft reply to a letter 
from the Dutch, in which they asked why the 
French had captured, a fortnight previously, a sloop 
belonging to Negapatam, and a boat from Surat. It 
is not known what the nature of the answer is to 
be. The draft will be placed before the Council, 
and after it has been approved bj" the members, it 
will be fair-copied, and signed by them. The terms 
of it have yet to be learnt. 

The residents of Kalapettai sought the help of 
Malaiyappa Mudali, in view to obtaining the per- 
mission of the Governor to celebrate the festival of 
the local deity, named Mariyammai. But he refused 
to grant this favour. They thereupon applied to 
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Krim^si Pancht, who spoke to the Grovernor on their 
behalf. The Governor then bade him send for me, 
and I was summoned. When I appeared before 
him, he said : “ Have you, as directed by me, made 
inquiries concerning the murder committed at 
KSlapgttai?” I replied that I had sent some men 
to investigate the affair, and would report to him 
as soon as they returned. He then said : “ Wei! ; 
have you spoken to Asad Sahib?” I answered: 
“ I have. He alleged that he could not do anything 
on his own responsibility. He said many things, to 
which I made suitable replies. He appears to have 
written to Arcot on the subject. I presume that on 
receiving instructions he will give a decided reply.” 
The Governor then remarked: “Supposing that 
they do not agree, we shall be required to pay 
interest for the time that we have the money by us. 
Why should we needlessly give them a month’s 
interest?” I replied : “ How can the man do 
anything without orders?” On hearing this he 
remained silent. I then said to him : “ The people of 
Kal^p^ttai say that a festival should be held in their 
village, and beg permission to conduct it in the 
usual way.” He replied : “ Let them celebrate it 
according to custom.” I communicated the order to 
them, and bade them go. 

This evening at 6, as I was standing in the 
street, contemplating going to the Governor’s house, 

A 

Ektmbara Aiyan, accompanied by a Vaishnava Brah- 
man from Pandil Muttiyalu Nayakkan, of Fort St. 



kUTTirJLV NJyAKKAN’S message to diarist, 189 


.David, came to me. Taking me aside, lie said : 
“ This Brahman is Muttiyalu Niyakkan’s servant. 
He has sent him to you in order to procure some 
information. It is said that the inhabitants of 
Fort 8t. David and Cuddalore do not remain in 
their houses, that they betake themselves at night 
to the suburbs outside the limits of the town, 
return home only in the daj’time, and are continually 
wandering about ; and that they are in a state of 
the greatest alarm, owing to their having heard of 
the embarkation on ship-board of ladders, tents, and 
other materials required for the capture of forts. 
Muttiyalu N^yakkan feels much distressed that he 
has, in ignorance of these cii’cumstances, gone there 
with his children : if he is given to understand that 
there are really any grounds for apprehension, he will 
send his family away. He looks upon you as a 
trusted friend, not one of to-day or yesterday, but of 
fifteen years’ standing— a period during which you 
treated one another as if you were of the same 
household, the one participating in the happiness 
and the sorrows of the other. If you can positively 
assure him that there is nothing to be feared, he will 
keep his children where they are ; if not, he will 
send them away at once, he himself following in two 
or three days’ time. He desires you, if yon think it 
necessary, to retain this Brahman until such time as 
any event which may threaten their safety may 
occur, and then send him back with information as 
to what has taken place.” Bkdmbara Aiyan said all 
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this ill the presence of the Brahman, when we were 
standing in the street. 

Thinking within myself that MuttiySlii Nayakkan 
wished to give me a proof of his astuteness, I 
replied after some consideration, as follows ; “ I 
am in utter ignorance of what goes on here. The 
Omniscient One who created me may know ; but no 
mortal does. You maj ask why matters of this kind 
are kept so secret. The fact is that the Governor 
does not divulge them, even to his Council. The 
knowledge ot them is confined to him, to the paper to 
which they are committed, and to the pen and ink 
with which he writes them ; but naught else can have 
any idea as to them. M. de la Bourdonnais, who has 
just arrived as the commauder of all the ships here, 
may have been made acquainted Avith so much as 
it may be necessary for him to know. But even 
he has no knowledge of some of the future plans 
of the Governor, who if he knew that the hat on his 
head had learnt the workings of his brain, Avould 
rend it into a hundred fragments. Such being the 
case, Avho can know what he purposes to do ? If your 
arrival is known to anybody, and if it is suspected 
that your missiou is to obtain information as to 
what takes place here, you will be involved in trouble 
from which none can save you. The Governor is 
advised of the affairs of the town in which you live 
as distinctly as he sees his own face in a looking-glass. 
His knowledge of Avhat goes on in a place without 
his jurisdiction being so thorough, is it a matter for 
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surprise that he obtains accurate information of 
everything occurring here ? I dare say that jour 
arrival, and the purpose which has brought you here 
have already been communicated to him. I would 
therefore advise you to betake yourself this very 
instant out of the town.” The BnHiman replied: 
“ Is it so ? If such be the state of affaiis here, I shall 
depart at once. I will convey to IMutthiduNilyak- 
kan all that you have been pleased to tell me.” I 
concluded by saying : “ Do so please, and give my 
compliments to him. Communicate, also, m\ hearty 
good wishes to his brothers.” 

Having in this polite manner sent the Brahman 
away, I asked of Ekfimbara Aiyan, who <tood by 
me, his opinion of the message sent by Huttiyalu 
Nsiyakkan. He proceeded to say that in view of the 
information which the man was able to give as to the 
state of affairs at Fort St. David, he had brought 
him to me, in order that I might be made ac(|uaiuted 
with them. I observed: “You do not know the 
artfulness of Muttiyalu Nayakkau. What wa.< the 
object of the authorities at Madras in sending l.im to 
Fort St. David ? Rangappa Xayakkan is not e.xpert 
in secretly procuring political intelligence. On the 
other hand, Muttiyillu Nayakkau, who is an abh- 
and energetic man, having long been a resident 
here, has innumerable friends, can easil\ get 
accurate information of what goes on, and can 
keep his employers regularly informed. It is for 
this reason that the messenger was sent here. Did 
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I not guess this before ? True to my conjecture, he 
has endeavoured to obtain information from me.” 
Ekambara Aiyan exclaimed : “ I comprehend. I 
thought that all his statements vere genuine. You 
have correctly guessed the truth. Muttiyalu Ndyak- 
kan is no doubt cunning. Detecting his object, you 
have given him a fitting reply.” I replied: “I 
only spoke the truth.” He then went home. 

Although I had set out with the view of waiting 
on the Governor, it having begun to rain, I changed 
my purpose, and went out in my palanquin. 

Fri(]a;i, ISIh August 17 If 6, or 31st Adi of Akshcnja. 
— This morning, Chinna JMudali, the brother of 
Kanakardya Mudaii, presented himself at the house of 
the Governor, but finding that he was still sulfering 
from head-ache, remained outside for some time, and 
then departed. On going there, I too heard the 
same news, and reached home at noon. 

Tents, spears, ammunition, shot, ladders, and 
all other artides for use in war were secretly con- 
veyed on board the Marie tlertriide during the night. 
Her destination is not yet known. The military 
stores shipped are such as would be required for 
war by land, and not for a sea fight. Hence it is 
surmised that a battle is to be fought on shore. 
The progress of events will show. 

This day at 3 in the afternoon, M. Paradis set out 
for Karikal. He bade farewell to no one, and tra- 
velled in his palanquin with four peons, unknown to 
any one else. Kh-ikal Tiruvcngada Pillai came here. 
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and told me that M. Paradis was to go bj’ land as far 
as Porto Novo, and there take boat to Kfirikal. 

At noon, when T was bathing, Guruvappa Chetti 
arrived and said : “ You tell me no news. How 
is this ? ” On my asking what he referred to, he 
replied: “I have heard that it has been decided 
in Council to appoint you chief dubash.” “Who 
told you that?” said 1. He answered: “ Swami- 
nfidhan, the son of Sadaiyappa Mudali. went to see 
the clerks at M. Cornet’s office in the fort. They 
asked him when you were to be appointed chief 
dubdsh. He said that he did not know. They 
replied that even if he did, he would keep the news 
to himself. He then refiuested them to tell him 
what they had learnt. They informed him that when 
the Council sat, four days ago, the (jovornor asked 
the Councillors to confer on you the post of Com- 
pany’s courtier, that they assented to the proposal, 
and signed the warrant of appointment, and that the 
Governor wdll give you the place when he thinks fit ; 
probably next Monday. This is what was told me 
by Swaminadhan. The jiews is not false ; it is 
absolutely true. So certain is it, that even the day 
of your appointment — next Monday — is exactly 
known. You are aware of it yourself, but, of course, 
you keep it secret. Do this if you like, but it will 
be made public next Monday.” I observed : “If, as 
you say, my appointment has been decided upon in 
Council, would the Councillors have proceeded to ap- 
point me, without first ascertaining my wishes on the 
25 
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subject?” He replied: “The Governor has hitherto 
been communicating to jou all the Company’s affairs. 
Did he ever ask your consent before doing so ? ” 
I remarked that that was a different case from 
the present. On this he assured me that the two 
were similar, and consequently that the Governor 
had not sought my assent to the appointment, and 
had said that he would send for and confer the post 
on me. I said that more accurate information with 
regard to this matter must be obtained. 

This evening at 6, runners brought the mail 
from Mah^. They stated that they had made the 
journey in twelve days. They brought the intel- 
ligence that a sloop, equipped for war, had sailed 
from Mascareigne in search of the seven ships, that 
she fell in with two belonging to the English, hound 
for Bombay, and engaging them, took one— the other 
sailing away, and escaping — that the booty found 
in the prize amounted in value to Rs. 80,000, and 
that the sloop, taking her in tow, had brought 
her to Mahe. 

On the arrival of the mail, the Governor sent 
peons, so I was told, to summon J\[ Paradis, but 
after seeking for him everywhere they returned, 
and reported that he had left the town. Can it be 
that the Governor does not know of his departure ? 
Tt is hard to understand this manoeuvring. 

Satardaii, 13tJi August 17^6, or 1st Avani of 
Akshaya, Dwddasi, Constellation Tirumdirai . — 
To-day, Yenkatachala Pillai told me that he had 



PRICES OF BROAD-CLOTHS AT MADRAS. 


195 


received a letter from Kumarappa Mudali of the 
Madras warehouse regarding the rate at which the 
three kinds of coarse broad-cloth specified below sold 
there : — 

K.,U. Cost. 

Star Pagodas. 

Orange coloured 1 24 

Scarlet ‘ lac ’ coloured ... 1 17 

Green coloured ... 1 Id 

Total ... 57 

The term fixed for payment was two month.s. 

He said that the foregoing was the rate at which 
the Company’s merchants sold the goods to the 
petty bazaar dealers ; but that the price at which they 
purchased them from the warehouse-keeper at the 
fort had not been communicated. He stated that 
he had written to Bala Muttu Chetti, as he was the 
proper person to give this information. 

The yellow and blue broad-cloths are sold at 
Madras by the Company’s merchants to the petty 
bazaar dealers, at the rate of 16^ and 18 pagodas a 
roll, respectively ; the period allowed for payment 
being two months. I have asked also for information 
as to how these goods are sold to the former at the fort. 

At about 10 o’clock, the Governor sent for me, 
and asked whether I had lately’ received any’ 
money. I replied that I expected some. He then 
inquired regarding the case of the Muhammadan 
who was stabbed to death at Kalap^ttai. I said ; 
“ The dead body wms dug up by a jackal, and 
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dragged from the spot where it had been buried. 
The owner of the land on which the corpse lay 
exposed in this fashion, reported the matter to the 
village watchman, who together with the Company’s 
peons, examined it, and gave intimation to I^azar, at 
the instance of whom the body was again inspected 
and reported upon by the Brahman employed at 
my choultry. But nobody seems to know what led 
to the murder, and who the offender was. This 
information has not yet transpired.” He then asked 
why M. de Lahaye had made no report of this matter. 
I said that I did not know the reason. He then 
ordered me to summon M. de Lahaye. I accordingly 
instructed the mace-bearer to tell him to attend, 
and he set off on his errand. 

d’ho Governor then turned to me and said : 
“ What is the nature of Lazar’s disease ? ” I replied : 
“ I do not exactly know. But he went to see you 
yesterday.” He e.x claimed : “I saw him; he is 
very sickly, and could not work energetically if 
appointed to any public office.” I remained silent. 
The remark made by the Governor seems to confirm 
the statement of Guruvappa Chetti that the appoint- 
ment of courtier has been settled by the Council, 
and that I shall be given it on Monday next. 

The Governor then questioned me regarding the 
accounts of Seshachala Chetti. I replied that these, 
as well as those of Venkataiyan, had both been 
settled. He next made inquiries regarding certain 
matters, and I gave him the requisite information. 
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after whicli I said to him : “ The Brahman Nara- 
saiyan, who was a dependant of Venkataiyaii, and 
who has been in confinement, has given up all the 
documents in his possession, and they have been 
pleijCed in the hands of the arbitrators. He says 
that he is a pauper, and that no good can result 
from his being kept under restraint.” The answer 
made by the Governor was: “Send for Lakshmana 
Nayakkan, and tell him so. If he has no objection, 
the prisoner may be set at large.” When I accord- 
ingly spoke to Lakshmana H ayakkan, he replied : 
“ He will in future be of no use.” I then made over 
charge of him to Narasaiyan, remarking: “You 
can do as you like with him.” The Company’s peons 
subsequently came, and informed me that having 
been authorized by Lakshmana Nayakkan to release 
the prisoner, they had done so. 

This evening at half-past 5, the wife of the 
Governor sent for me, and said : “I asked Muttu- 
rama Chetti why the money due to the Brahmans of 
the Madras mint had not been paid by Sungu Rama 
Chetti. He replied that this would be attended to 
after the settlement of accounts. I then said angrily 
to him that the Governor’s accountant Ranga Pillai, 
and Aruinichala Chetti, were those who were dissuad- 
ing him from making the payment, and threatened 
that I would report the matter to my husband. I told 
them that as you had been appointed to adjudicate 
on the dispute, I would speak to you about it. 
As you have been vested with authority to dispose of 
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the matter, do not listen to the words of these dogs, 
and deliver your award soon.” I replied : “ Madame; 
the accountant Ranga Pillai, and Aruuachala Chetti, 
have no concern in this matter. I am the person 
who is engaged in investigating the claim. You 
must have been misinformed. If you make proper 
inquiries you will come to know the truth.” She 
exclaimed : “ You do not know what has actually 
taken place, Eangappa, They have made many 
groundless complaints to the Governor against you, 
also. You do not know them.” 

She continued : “ I have yet another communi- 
cation to make to you ; but you must keep it to 
yourself.” My answer was ; “ Am I a mad-man? 
I never divulge anything that is told me confiden- 
tially^” She then went on to say : “ You know 
that Brahman, Annaphrna Aiyan. He has offered 
to pay 5,000 pagodas to the Governor, and another 
1,500 to me if he is appointed as the Company’s 
courtier. How can he furnish the money ? ” I 
replied : “He would not have made the offer unless 
he was promised it by some merchant or Muham- 
madan in the interior.” She observed : “ But he 
has no capacity for work. He is not a particularly 
careful man, and is wanting in power of expressing 
himself. He is skilled in prescribing medicines, but 
what experience has he in matters connected with 
trade and commerce ? He is not qualified for the 
situation. On the other hand, you have had a train- 
ing under us from your youth. If it is bestowed 
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upon you, you will discharge the duties connected 
with it efficiently. The Governor himself has told me 
that even Pedro did not know as much as you do. 
Although he is rather favourably disposed towards 
Lazar, he believes that the man cannot cope with the 
work. This being his opinion of Lazar, how can he 
encourage any expectations in that Brahman who 
can never hope to hold his own ? When the subject 
of his application was mooted in my presence, I put 
an end to further talk regarding it, for if it be 
started again before any other person, the matter 
would reach the Governor’s ears, and who knows that 
he may not be tempted by the alluring offer made ? 
I always speak favourably of you, so that his mind 
may not be diverted from you. We are Christians ; 
and Christians do not break promises. I suggested 
to the Governor that the appointment should be 
conferred upon you. I also gave you an assurance 
that I would endeavour to get you the situation. 
Would I therefore, in violation of my promise, speak 
on behalf of another? You may rest assured of my 
being faithful to it. You are my son ; and the 
Governor has also told me that he regarded you most 
certainly as his.’' I then exclaimed : “ Madame, I 
am his slave. I can never make an adequate retiuital 
for all his favours to me. I can hope to discharge 
my obligations to him only when he, by re-incarna- 
tion, is born to me as m3' son, but not otherwise. 
This is my firm conviction. How can I otherwise 
recompense his kindness to me ?” 
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After I had spoken to her of the Governor in 
this complimentary style for a long while, she again 
said : “ I have not mentioned to my husband either 
the application of Lazar, or that of Annaphrna 
Aiyan, lest he should think of offering the office 
to any person other than yourself. The prospect of 
large gains may tempt him.” I replied : “ If there 
be any chance of you and the Governor profiting 
largely by conferring the appointment on another, it 
should not be thrown away-. As for myself, what 
have you left for me to wish r You have accorded 
to me ever}' honour that could be desired, and all 
business is being carried on through me.” She 
exclaimed : “ Why do you say so P If you speak 
like that, and the Governor ccnies to hear of it, 
he may take offence. He may be displeased that 
yoii make light of the appointment, when he is 
bent upon giving it to you. Do not mention to any 
other person — as you have just told me- — that you 
do not cai’e for it. I am confiding information to 
you, and let it be a secret between you and me. 
I have to congratulate you. You will, ivithin the 
next four or five days, be appointed by the Gover- 
nor, Company’s courtier. You may take leave, 
Eangappa.” I then, with an expression of thanks 
ot her, departed. 

The Governor has ordered the local native head of 
police to be thrown into prison, on account of the 
murder of the Muhammadan on the road to KSIS- 
pettai. He was accordingly imprisoned, at noon. 
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This evening at 6, a messenger from Xawab 
Anwar “Ud-din Khan brought and delivered a letter 
from him to the Governor. Malaijappa Mudali and 
Madandnda Pandit interpreted it. It ran : “ Your 
men-of-war are reported to have arrived from France. 
The sowcars, officials, and other inhabitants of 
Madras, are much alarmed at the appearance of 
these ships. Please order the officers of the fleet 
not to afford ground for such apprehension.” The 
Governor directed that the following reply should 
be sent : “ No harm to the inhabitants of Madras 
is contemplated by the ships of war. On the 
contrary the}- ha^'e come there to punish the 
enemies of its people.” This intelligence was com- 
municated to me by Madandnda Pandit, at 9. He 
further told me that the reply had been written, and 
would be despatched on the morrow. 

At 8 this evening, Natti Pattan who had been to 
Cuddalore to deliver a letter on palmyra leaf written 
to Elaichiyappan returned with a reply. He com- 
municated the following intelligence. During the 
last four days, Cuddalore and Fort St. David have 
been in a state of great alarm. Men and women have 
been deserting their homes. The traders have 
been disposing of their goods at low prices. Some 
have deposited their wealth in the fort for security, 
others have buried their treasure underground, whilst 
a few have tlirowni their valuables into wells. The 
measures to which people resort during a time of 
tumult, to secure person and property have all been 
26 


Chap. 

XXIII. 


1746. 
Letter to 
Go\ ernor 
fruiti tlie 
Xuwab. 


Retiuests 
orders to 
French not 
to alarm 
people at 
.Madi-as. 


Reply 
of the 
CTO^erllor, 


Xe\v8 

brought by 
Xatti 
Pattan 
from! 

Cuddalore. 


Alarm her 
and at 
Furt St. 

Da id. 


Me*! sures 
taken to 
aeoure 
property 
etc. 


VOL. I I , 



202 


JnANDA RANGA PHiATS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XXIII. 


1746. 

People 
ily to 

Tiruvondi- 
purain, etc. 


Panic 
tnere on 
arrival of 
M. Paradis. 


Flight 
thenoe of 
people and 
consequent 
confusion 
at Ciicidn- 
lore and 
Fort 8t. 
Davi'l. 


The alarm 

proving 

false, 

conlUlcTict* 

restored. 


Condition 
of affairs 
notwith- 
standini; 
this. 


adopted. When, as is said to have been the case, 
officials and men of rank fled durinof the night, and 
took refuge in Tiruvendipnram, and other villages in 
the N^awab’s country, it is needless to mention what 
the traders, and the common people did. Men who 
are wise will understand the rest. As I said before, all 
the inhabitants have betaken themselves from Fort 
St. David and Ouddalore. fjast night, when M. 
Paradis reached Tiruvendipnram, the people who had 
taken refuge there, supposing that he had come with 
an army to attack them, fled panic-stricken to Tirup- 
p§,ppuiiydr ; the residents of the last-mentioned place 
also took fright, and they and the new-comers rushed 
into Cuddaiore and Fort St. David, infecting the 
few who remained there with the panic which 
had seized them. The Europeans rushed to arms, 
manned the guns, and were in a state of the wildest 
alarm imaginable. It is impossible to describe 
ail the horrors of that night. If the confusion and 
terror which, for the space of an Indian hour, prevailed 
amongst the Europeans, officials, and Tamiiians of 
Cuddaiore and Fort St. David were to be adequately 
described on paper, the account would fill 100 pages. 
However, by the mercy of God, no one suffered any 
harm. When the morning dawned, the confusion 
subsided, and peace filled the hearts of every one 
when they heard that M. Paradis had gone to Kdrikdl. 
Bv night, the people betake themselves to adjacent 
villages, and by day they return to their homes. 
They have hidden all their property, and one might 
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seek in vain for even a brass vessel used for domestic 
purposes. A hundred pages would not suffice to 
describe in detail all that has occurred. There is 
no need to write more, for the thoughtful can picture 
to themselves what happens during a time of unrest, 
when every mind is sorely troubled. 

Sunclai/, mh Atujust 171^6, or 2nd Avani of 
AJcshaya. — This evening, the Governor sent for me, 
and told me that he required 100 casks * of arrack. 
I replied : “ There is no time. If we hatl taken 
steps earlier, we might have provided ourselves with 
any quantity that was required. We need for the 
preparation of the liquor spacious accommodation, 
and a large supply of jaggery.f Is arrack an article 
which can be purchased at a moment’s notice ? I 
have received news that Goa arrack is available in 
the market at Cuddalore. We may try to get it.” 
He answered: “The authorities there will not 
authorize the sale of it to us. We must have it 
distilled here.” 

He then said : “ You owe a sum of money to 
the Company. Can you sup]dy, for shipment in 
January next, 200 bales of blue cloth, to the Aalue 
of the amount due?” I agreed to do this. He 
then told me to make out a list of the goods Avhich 
I could furnish by the month of October. 

* In the diary the word “ l^gcr ” is used. This is clearly the French 
word “legre” which is stated in an old French hook on arithmetic (l8o8) 
to refer to a cask (tonneau) of Colombo arrack, the contents of ^\}li(•h were 
5S0 litres 126'975 gallons. 

t Coarse treacly sugar made from the sap of tlir cane aM<l that ot 
sundry palms. 
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MoitJati, 1511i Augmt 17k6, or 3rd Avani of 
Aksliatja . — I went to M. de ia Touche, and said to 
him ; “ Fifty or sixty casks of Colombo arrack are 
available at Porto Xovo. Kindly write a letter to 
M. Astruc asking- him to purchase them. Please 
also tell him to buy 500 or GOO blocks of jaggery, 
packed in palmyra-leaves — a.s many as can be 
procured.” He promised to do this, and asked mo 
whether 1 would take twenty casks which he had 
by him. I inquired how he would sell them. 
He replied : “ 1 will let yon know what the cost 
to me was. Allow me some prolit.” I replied; 
“Certainly. What is the price?” His answer 
was : “ I paid 50 pagodas. I will take whatever 
profit you may give me over that sum.” I replied : 
“ I do not require any for ni\-self. I will pay you 
the full amount for which 1 sell to the Com- 
pany.” On this he said: “ Wn-y well. There are 
at i\Iadras about fifty casks more belonging to M. 
Vermont. The English will not permit their being 
taken to Pondichery. 1 shall, however, attempt to 
procnre them. 1 will also endeavour to arrange for 
the purchase of as many more as may be available 
there. Will you, without fail, take the twenty 
casks which are with me?” 1 exclaimed: “Most 
assuredly. The goods are mine.” He said : “ So 
he it ; ” and 1 took leave of him. I then returned, 
prepared in consultation with him a list of the 
articles of merchandise to be supplied to the Com- 
pany in the ensuing months of October and January 
respectively, and then went home. 
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Tne.^dai/, I6lh Am/ust 171t6, or Ifth A ruvi oj 
Akuhai/a. — Hearing a rumour j'esterday that 1 was 
to be appointed as chief du1)ash, Virii C'hetti, 
Sankara Aiyan, and other intimate friends of C'hinna 
Mudali, after deliberating amongst themselves, 
advised him in these w'ords : “ Your plan of keeping 
to TOur house does not seem wise. Is your face an 
object of worship like to Garuda * surmounted by 
Vishnu r Is it right that you should hesitate to 
spend some money r The appointment is one which 
has been hereditary in j'our family. It was when he 
was in that office that your brother obtained his 
riches. You are not justitied in giving up such a 
lucrative post. If you retain possession of it, the 
village which the Nawab granted to your brother may 
be continued to you. If not, you may lose it. You 
will also be deprived of the emoluments of the mint. 
You will lose your ci'edii in the matter of borrowing 
and lending, and in all busine.s.s transactions.” His 
wife, l)rothers-in-law, nephews, and other relative.s, 
as well as the blind broker Nallatambi Mudali, also 
remonstrated with him. 

('hinna Mudali, whose ambition was excited by 
these entreaties and remonstrances, wavered some- 
what in his resolution not to incur any preliminary 
expenditure in connection with the vacancy. Mak- 
ing up his mind, therefore, to .sacrifice sometlnng. 

* The wliicl*’ '‘f thf God \ ishiiu (Ienoiall> dejikfed a> >ometlnn!=i 
between a nitni and a biid and oonside’ ed the sovoieiitn nf the t'eatljoied 
race. The native r.anif td the w lute hica^tcd Idu* \\hi<'hiR held saeied 
is “ Garndn. ’ 
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he went to the senior priest of the church of 
St. Paul, and said to him : “ It is understood that 
Rangappan will be offered the chief dubashship. 
If this is done, the effect will not be beneficial 
to the fdiristians. The Hindus will then become 
the influential party. You must take some interest 
in this matter, and make an effort in my favour.” 
The priest leplied : “ We will, most assuredly, exert 
ourselves on vour behalf. But do not remain in- 
doors. You should, day and night, be in attendance 
at the Governm'’s house.” In accordance with this 
promise, the priests repaired to Madame Dupleix, 
and addressed her thus ; ” Is it in contemplation 

to appoint a Hindu to be courtier? You have 
come here to establish Chfistianity. Can the 
post be given in your days to a non -Christian ? ” 
After they had spoken at much length against my 
appointment, Madame Dupleix replied : “ 1 have 

no knowledge of this affair. I will speak to the 
Governor. You had also better see him about it.” 
The chief priest, through a catechist of the church 
of St Paul, communicated the result of the inter- 
view to Chinna Mudali, wbo, it would appear, told 
him that he, also, would see the Governor, and 
settle the matter. Armed with strong recommend- 
ations, fidly determined to part with any sum that 
might be required as an inducement, and with his 
mind made up to wait assiduously on the Governor, 
he set forth on his way to the Governor’s residence. 
On his way he came to me at the arecanut storehouse 
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and invited me to go with. him. I, however, declined 
to do so, telling him that I was busy. He then went 
on. Madananda Pandit, seeing that he was now 
fired with a desire to get the appointment and was 
prepared to spend money on that account, accom- 
panied him very readily, and with miu^h pleasure. 

After an interval of four Indian hours, Chinna 
Mudali’s bosom friends Vira Chetti, Salatn Venkata- 
chala Chetti, and two or three of the Company’s 
merchants, also went to the Governor's house. 
They all remained there for about three or four 
Indian hours, and returned home at II. They have 
not been able to speak to the Governor. 

I also visited the Governor to-day, paid my 
respects, and came away. 

Two messengers from the Xawab arrived to-day. 
They did not bring any letters to the Govei'iior. 
They went to Clunna Mudali, and told him that 
they had been sent by the Xawab, with instructions 
to keep him informed of everything transpiring 
here in connection with the war which has been 
declared between the French and English. They 
are now always hanging about the town. 

We(hirsJ'(!/, 17ili AiKjnst 171+6, or otJi Avon! of 
Akshnya. — M. de la Villebague, the brother of 31. 
de la Bourdonnais, sent for me to-day, and asked 
for a statement of the goods which were being 
manufactured, telling me that he required some for 
sale on the Malabar coast. He then said that the 
goods of which his brother had furnished me with 
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a list must be completed soon, and promised to 
send me 20,000 or 6,000 pagodas on the morrow. 
I then remarked; “Your brother left word with 
jon very long ago. Why did you delay so much 
in giving the order ?” Upon this he poured forth all 
the sorrows of his heart, and I made a reply of some 
sort to him. I then took leave, and came away. 

M. Paradis, who set out on Saturday for Kdrikal, 
returned to Pondicherj' by boat this morning, at 
about 6 or 7. Surprised at his speed}- journey 
and quick return, I instituted inquiries, and learned 
that after reaching Karikiil he breakfasted there, 
went on board the ship commanded by M. de la 
Bourdonnais, conversed with him, slept there that 
night, landed next morning at sunrise, breakfasted 
at Karikiil, and started thence in a double boat, 
reaching Pondichery at 6 this morning. When I 
came to think over this journey of M. Paradis, it 
occurred to me that he was entrusted with some 
messao-e to deliver to M. de la Bourdonnais, which 
either could not be conveniently conveyed in writ- 
ing, or which it was feared might, it so commu- 
nicated, be intercepted on the way. Trusting to 
time to reveal the truth or falsity of it, I will hazard 
a conjecture as to the nature of the message carried 
by him. It appears to me that the French have 
decided to attack either Madras, oi- Fort St. David. 
It seems probable that as soon as j)Owder, ball, and all 
other munitions of war, had been convej-ed on board 
the liertrnijp and two other sloops, M. Paradis 
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was sent to communicate to M. de la Boardonnais 
the time of departure of these vessels, as well as their 
destination; and to intimate to him at the same time 
that he should direct his fleet to proceed to the same 
place. 

When M. Paradis returned, he had a talk with 
the Governor. After he had gone home, the Gover- 
nor and M. d’Auteuil were closeted together. After 
a while, the former sent for me, and asked whether 
the horses were ready. I replied that they would 
be at any time, provided that three hours’ notice 
was given. He directed me to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

In the afternoon, the Governor and M. Paradis 
went to the beach, and had a long talk. The Gov- 
ernor then sent for M. Auger, the Superintendent 
of the Port office, and directed him to engage for 
transport purposes all the boats, coasters, and other 
craft, lying in the port. He accordingly boarded 
everything of this class in the roads, in order to 
inspect it. M. Paradis had previously visited the 
Company’s ships and sloops, and examined them. 
The Governor and he continued to converse on the 
beach until the evening. After they had departed, 
the boatmen were all impressed, and were, during the 
whole of the night, compelled to convey to the boats 
tents, poles, and other supplies ; together with all 
the materials and stores required for a campaign 
by land. Such was the intelligence communicated 
to me. I surmise from this that a land attack is 
27 
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meditated, either on Madras, or Fort St. David. 
By and by, the matter wUl be made clear. 

This day at half-past 9, M. de la Touche visited 
me at my arecanut storehouse, and asked if I would 
really take the twenty casks of Colombo arrack 
which he had by him. I replied : “ Why do you 
doubt ? I will give you a note saying that I have 
purchased them from you, and you had better also 
furnish me with on© stating that you have sold them 
to me.” Ou this he said: “ Your word is enough. 
I hear that a ship laden with arrack has arrived from 
Colombo. If the Governor takes the cousigument, 
there will be no need for what 1 have. It was in 
consequence of this that I asked this question.” I 
replied : “ Even should the Governor reject it, I 
will cause it to be kept in my liquor shop, for 
retail sale. I will certainly not withdraw from 
my bargain with you. Believe me implicitly that 
I am as honest with you, as you are with me.” 
Then, after talking to him on general topics for a 
while, I bade him farewell. 

This morning, Chinna Mudali, having heard that 
Annapdrna Aiyan was also an applicant for the 
situation of chief dubash, reviled him before an 
assembly of 100 persons, in a most intemperate 
manner, and without any decency whatever, in the 
following words : “His daughter is an unchaste girl. 
His wife is a lustful woman, who has in her amours no 
scruple as to caste or creed. She is also on terms of 
intimacy with Muhammadans and East Indians. He 
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owed my brother about 80 or 90 pagodas, but declines 
to repay the amount, on the ground that, as a set off, 
he treated some sick members of the family. I 
will take care that he is imprisoned.” Then Kiimasi 
Pandit, addressing Madananda Pandit, said ; “Chinna 
Mudali is as excited as he is, because he fears that 
Annapurna Aiyan may secure the appointment. 1 
suppose that he will calm down when this man fails 
to get it. I will tell him not to seek the post. 
I do not know who gave him such false information.” 
Madan§.nda Pandit replied : “ Annaphi'na Aiyan 
told me, in person, that he had secui’ed Rs. 10,000, 
that if I would be instrumental in obtaining a 
further sum of Rs. 6,000 from Tarwadi, he would 
be appointed to the situation, and that this had 
been settled through the intervention of Madame 
Dupleix,” 

The foregoing account of what occurred in Chinna 
Mudali’ s house was related to me by Krimasi Pandit. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

FiiOM AUGUST 18TU, 1746, TO AUGUST 25™^ 

Force of sepoys supplied with ammunition — Reported that they erobaih 
next morning— liovernor directs despatch of a letter to ’Abd-ul- Jalil — 
Contents of this — Governor asks diarist about horses— He replies — 
Owners of two ships granted safe-conducts — Remarks regarding 
folly of Annapdi'na Aiyan in seeking chief dubashship — Narayana 
Pillai and Madame Dupleix blamed for this — Further remarks on 
Annapurna Aiyan — Troops, etc., embarked— Muttu Chetti and 
another inform di.irist of intended sate of condemned stock. — And 
propose that they shonid jointly purchase it —Reflections of diarist on 
being compelled by poverty to assent — Account given by M. Mathieu 
of contents of letter fi-om M. de la Bourdonnais to Governor— Arrival 
of fleet at Negapatam — What took place between M. de la Bourdonnais 
and the authorities there^— The State reception accorded to him — And 
the final settlement of French claims — Departuie thence of the fleet 
to meet the English — As M. Mathieu concludes, they are informed of 
report of capture of four English ships— News that fleets met — 
Governor inquires of diarist how manufacture of arrack progresses — 
Asks what son-in-law of Husain Sahib said regarding certain interest 
due — Diariit calculates this -Governor desires him to bid the parties 
bring their bonds — He proceeds to do so — Son-in-law of Husain Sihib 
speaks abusively of the Governor— And threatens to leave, unless 
payment in full made — Diplomatic conduct of diarist with regard to 
the Governor — Whom he, by representation of poverty of Husain 
Sahib, indue, s to pay interest due — Compliment paid by Asad Sahib 
to diarist —Amount payable finally calculated — .\nd bond sent with 
certain persons to Governor’s house — Gbjection taken to receiving 
payment in Poudichery pagodas — Diarist rebukes objector — Matter 
amicably settled— Governor produces amount originally calculated — 
But on error being pointed out pays correct amount — His wrath at 
proposal to deliver bond after actual payment— Diarist obtains and 
hands it over to Governor — Who then allows the money to be re- 
moved — Cashier sent to count and make it over —Governor continues 
iu an angry mood — Cashier reports that payment has been made — 
Drunken oflfleer causes guns to le fired — Creates a false alarm, and 
is violent — Impiisoned by order of Governor — Varying inferences as 
to why guns were fired— Governor calls on diarist to supply horses — 
French fleet sighted — Fourteen horses collected — Complaint against 
diarist of improper seizure of a horse— Diarist explains matters to 
Governor — Who, much incensed with the complainants, bids them 
depart — And directs return of mare taken from a Brahman — Futile 
attempts to recover the animal — Diarist sends message to M. d’Auteuil 
requesting release of it — Military preparations at Pondiohery — 
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Krishnaiyan fails to see M.d'Antenil — His courersation with il. do 
Bury — Who refuses to return th.e mare, on the plea that this wonlct 
be contrary to orders —Diarist repeats his request — JI. de Bury 
adheres to Ms decision — Kiimasi Pandit visits diarist— And infurnr- 
him of order of Governor to arrest interpreter of Madame Dupleix — 
And chat this was subsequently cancelled — Governor speaks to diarist 
regarding case of Suga Sing — Governor takes Krimasi Pandit to task 
for not attending when summoned — He otters explanation — Governor, 
being exasperated, seizes a cane to beat him, but he cvailes him — 
Governor, taking him unawares, kicks, and drives him out — Pleet of 
M. cle la Bourdounais arrives — Being ill, he comes ashore— Taken to 
Governor’s house — Arrangements for his reception there — Posting of 
special guards — He visits the Governor— Confers with him and 
M. Paradis — Eclates particulars of his recent cruise — Proceeds to 
M. Desjardins’ house, and remains there —Closing ct all the main 
gates, with the exception of evicket in one— Letters with those passing 
through this examined — Nothing inculpatory being found, gates 
reopened— Diarist believes object of action taken to be seizure of 
clandestine letters to English — Infers that interpre*er of Madame 
Dupleix mast be person suspected —Firing of salntes on eve of King’s 
birthday — Salutes on the day itself — Drinking of King’s health by 
Governor and guests —Terror caused by tiring of heavy guns — M. de la 
Villebague receives list of goods ordeied from diarist- Council dia- 
cusses plans of attack on Madras — Performance of veriiaeiilar ode in 
honour of diarist. 

Thursday, 18th August 17lf6, or 6th Acani of 
Akshayn. — 'ro-day '200 sepoys of the force from 
Mahe were marched in military order into the fort, 
and ten rounds of ammnnition were distributed 
to each man. At 4 this afternoon, a few more 
sepoys were furnished with powder and ball. The 
number of men who were so provided, both in 
the morning, and in the evening, would be about 350. 
It is reported that they will embark, to-morrow 
morning, on board the ship and sloops lying in the 
roadstead ; but it appears to me that they will 
mai’ch by land. 

At noon this day, the Governor directed Mada- 
u^da PaniMt to write a letter to ’Abd-ul-Jalil, in 
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these terms ; “ We hear that the bullocks intended 
for the use of the Company are employed by the 
people of yonr conntiy, to plough their lands. We 
pass this over on this occasion, because you are our 
friend. Issue such orders to your subjects, that 
the like may not occur again.” The despatch of this 
letter was in consequence of a complaint made by 
Parasurama Pillai. 

Friday, 19th Aii<jni<t 171^6, or 7th Avani of 
Aki^haijO .. — When I went to see the Glovernor, he 
asked me if the horses were ready. I replied that I 
would send for them whenever they were wanted. I 
afterwards informed him that a safe-conduct had 
been rec^uested for a ship, the property of Mamr^z 
Kh an of Mylapore,and for another belonging to Mirhn 
Marakkiiyan of Porto Novo, both of them being 
bound for Tenasserim and Queda. The Governor 
said that the owners must execute a deed in 
writing, binding themselves not to carry any goods 
belonging to the English. I replied that I had 
already obtained from them the requisite documents, 
duly written, signed, and sealed. He then directed 
M. Minos, the Secretary, to issue the passes. 
M. Mino.s took me to his room, and having ascer- 
tained from me the names of the .ships, and other 
particulars, informed me that he would issue the 
papers the next day, or on that following. On 
this I sent away the men who came for the safe- 
conducts, telling them to call the next day, or the 
day after. 
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As regards Annapurna Aiyan, who seeks the ap- 
pointment o£ chief dubash, he seems to think that 
holding the office means merely the piling up of 
pagodas in his coffers. He is unwise to bid for this 
situation in the wav that he does, unless he is con- 
fident that he has capacity sufficient to dischaJ’ge the 
duties attaching to it. This is the general opinion. 
Home men have set him up in order to make him 
a laughing-stock. But Narayaua Pillai, who brought 
him to Madame Dupleix, and the lady herself — 
who opined that he was a person worthy of her 
support — are mainly to blame. However, the stand- 
ard of morality here is such. The protection 
of God alone must be looked for. Annapfirna Aiyan 
has not yet given up liope. He is still making 
efforts, and will, in .spite of tlie ridicule of the public, 
continue to do so until the appointment is l)esto\ved 
upon another. .His imprudence seems to be un- 
exampled. But every man when tempted by the 
circumstances of the moment, at times loses his senses 
in one wav or another. Just now, his name has 
attracted peofJe’s attention. 

Sixty soldiers were put on board the Marli' 
Gertrude at midnight, as wore ladders, tents, i-opes, 
and other warlike stores. Provisions were also taken 
in. Sheep, bullocks, pigs, fowls, bread, and liquors^ 
were shipped ; and the guards on the beach said that 
there was nothing more to be embarked. 

On the evening of this day, Mnttu Chetti and 
AruMchala Chetti visited me, and said : “ The 
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Governor has ordered M. Cornet to dispose of 
broad-cloth to all persons applying for it, and to 
sell bj auction such as may he damp, or injured 
by insects. To prevent the material passing into 
the hands of others, we will, in conjunction with 
Iriisappa Muttu Chetti, take the whole lot, and not 
allow others access to M. Cornet.” Being of opinion 
that I ought not to say much on this matter, I 
replied : ‘‘ What you suggest is wise. To-morrow 
being inauspicious, on account of Chaturti, we will 
draw up the necessary agreement on Panchami which 
is the day after.’’ But overwhelmed by the idea 
that on account of my impecunious circumstances, 
the rough-skinned toads were begimiing to hunt, I 
thought of God, and felt vexed within myself that I 
should have been reduced to such a plight. 

Saturday, 20th August 17^6, or 8th Aimii of Ak- 
shaya . — I went to the Governor’s house at 8 this 
morning, and havmg saluted him, took my seat in 
the hall, when M. Mathieu, the Governor’s [head 
accountant], called me, and asked whether I knew 
the contents of the letter from M. de la Bourdonnais 
received on the previous evening by the Governor. 
I desired him to inform me what these were. He, 
thereupon, said as follows ; — 

”M. de la Bourdonnais arrived with his fleet, and 
anchored at Negapatam. Immediately afterwards, 
the Governor of the town despatched his Councillors 
to confer with him. They accordingly boarded the 
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French. Admiral’s ship, and proceeded to remonstrate Chap. 
with him on having seized, as they were passing 
Pondichery, a sloop and a three masted craft belong- 
ing to the Dutch which were cominor from Surat, upph- 
They said that they were not aware of having remonl'*"’''’ 
infringed any international law. M. de la Bourdon- uSmiuiL- 
nais asked them how they came to purchase from the 
English, whom they knew to be at war with his 
nation, the Manilla ship, and another captured at 
Mergui from the French, and he threatened them nuratsot 
with the seizure of every sea-going vessel belonging n,?/"’’""' 
to them, wherever found. The Councillors I'eturned 

of hrerich 

in their boat to the' shore, and communicated the EllLhi™"’ 
result of the conference to the Governor. He 
immediately held a Council, and it was decided that 
the Deputy Governor, and the Councillors should go 
off to M. de la Bourdonnais’ ship and invite him to piepma- 

tionsfor 

land. It was next ordered that ISegapatam should 
be profusely decorated ; that the streets should be 
watered, and adorned with plantain trees, and that 
triumphal arches should be erected ; that white 
cloths, to walk upon, should be spread on the 
ground, that the guns on the fortifications, and on 
the beach, should be loaded, and that a guard of 
honour should be formed of Europeans, merchants, 
officers, soldiei'3, East Indians, Carnatic sepoys, and 
others, dressed in their best. With this escort, 
and with flourishes of trumpets, drums, etc., the 
Governor proceeded to the beach, to await the „o,- 
arrival of M. de la Bourdonnais. the btaeli. 
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In the meantime, the Deputy Governor of Nega- 
patam and the Councillors embarked in a boat, went 
on board the ship in which M. dela Bourdonnais was, 
and addressed him in these words ; ‘You are angry 
with us, because we purchased those two ships. 
We did not see any harm in the transaction, for it 
was a regular sale. We however were in fault in 
one point — in that we bought the ships, knowing 
that they were yours, and being aware also that 
there was war between you, and the English. We 
did not sufficiently recognize this at the time. We 
entreat you to overlook our fault. We undertake 
to pay you from our treasury, within fifteen days, 
the amount which you claim as the value of your 
ships. Forgive us now, and condescend to visit our 
town, and partake of the banquet prepared for you. 
We beg that you will issue orders that none of our 
ships, wherever they may be found, are to be 
molested by the French. Our Governor is burning 
with desire to see you, and is waiting for you 
on the beach. Deign to come.’ In such terms as 
these, they entreated him to visit Negapatam. M. 
de la Bourdonnais, being thus importuned, was 
appeased, and having directed the ship’s officers to 
maintain a strict watch during his absence, entered, 
with his retinue, a boat, and landed with great pomp. 
The guns on the fort walls, as well as those on the 
ships, then fired a salute. The Governor met M. de 
ia Bourdonnais on the beach, and conducted him 
in state along the carpeted way to the fort. M. de 
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la Bourdonuais was entertained at a grand banquet. 
The Governor executed to his guest a deed binding 
himself to paj the value of the ships within fifteen 
days, and obtained from him a general safe-conduct, 
to protect the Dutch shipping from molestation by 
the French. Whilst M. de la Bourdonuais was still 
at table, news was brought to him that five English 
men-of-war were in sight, to the southward. He 
hastily took his departure, and accompanied by the 
Governor and all his men, proceeded to the beach ; 
where, after bidding farewell to his host, he stepped 
into the boat in which he had come ashore. The 
Governor watched its progress until it had con- 
veyed M. de la Bourdonuais on board. He then 
left the beach, and returned to the fort. By 2 
o’clock, M. de la Bourdonuais had reached his ship, 
and cleared for action. 

From the time that the French Admiral started 
to come ashore, until about two Indian hours after 
he returned to his ship, the booming of the guns was 
incessant. The number of rounds fired was beyond 
calculation. These were the events of oth Avaui 
[17th August]. 

At sunrise the next day, that is, Thursday, 
6th Avani [18th August], the tleet of M. de la 
Bourdonuais set sail. Before, however starting to 
attack ttie enemy, he sent a catamaran to convey 
a despatch to Pondichery, which arrived on the 
evening of Friday, 7th Avani [19th August].” 

Such was the information given me by JM. 
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Mathieii, the Governor’s accountant. Just then, 
V&sudeva Pandit arrived and said that a report was 
current in the town that M. de la Bourdonnais had 
captured four English ships. 

Sanihi^, 21iit August 17If6, or 9lh Aranl of Ak~ 
shaya . — At 10 this morning, I heard the following 
news. Certain English men-of-war were sighted 
by the French on Wednesday, 4th* Avaih [17th 
August]. Night being at hand, they waited for the 
morning to engage the enemy. When the day 
dawned, however, no English ships were to be seen. 
The French cruised about until they fell in with 
the enemy. This, as told me by M. Mathieu, the 
Governor’s head accountant, was the news so far 
received by the Governor. 

To-day at 10, the Governor summoned me, and 
asked what progress had been made with regard to the 
arrack. I replied ; “ The distillation goes on apace. 
We have not enough of jaggery here. 1 have conse- 
quently written to Cuddalore, and will obtain a 
supply from there. I am only telling you this by 
way of information.” He thereupon said : “ Is it 

not procurable here?” I replied; “No. I have 
sent an indent for it to Cuddalore and the neigh- 
bouring villages, and will get the required quantity.” 

He then said ; “ What has the son-in-law of 
Husain Sahib told you about the interest payable 
on the money borrowed from the latter?” My 


* Sic ill original ; 5tli is tlie correct date. 
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answer was : “ He stated that Husain Sahib, to 
whom he had written, had refused, on the ground that 
he had incurred very heavy losses at Valikonda- 
puram, to consent to the reduction or relinquishment 
of it.” The Governor replied : “ In that case, let 

them return my promissory note, and receive the 
pagodas due to them.” I said : “ Very good,” 

and had gone as far as the gate, when he again sent 
for me, and said ; “ Take up that piece of paper 
and calculate the interest on 10,000 pagodas at the 
rate of 8 per cent, per annum, from 13th October 
1712.” I answered : “ The period, up to date, is 
three years, ten months, and ten days, and the interest 
comes to 3, OSS pagodas, 21 fanams, and 21 cash.” 
On this he said : “The principal and interest, then, 
amount to 13,088 pagodas, 21 fanams, and 21 cash. 
Go to those men, look up their accounts, and tell them 
to send one of their people hither with my bond.” 

When, in accordance with these instructions, 
I repaired to the son-in-law of Husain Bahib, he 
burst out in a fury, on account of my having once 
before deputed Madauanda Pandit to treat with 
him in connection with the reduction of interest, 
and reviled the Governor in the following terms : 
“Your Governor misappropriates the property 
of others. Is this money also to be dealt with 
like that of Suga Sing, and Kazim Khan ? Husain 
Siihib is a man who would risk a lakh of pagodas in 
the hope of getting a profit of a single cash. Who 
is this Madauanda Pandit ? He was a man in the 
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employ of our servant Ratnaji Pandit on a salary 
of four rupees. Is he the proper person to send 
to us ? Am I to be considered on a par with that 
low fellow ? I communicated this to Husain Sahib, 
and he has instructed me to return, unless the 
principal and interest are paid in full.” He babbled 
on in this style, as an ill-bred man would do, said 
that unless the amount was paid in full, he would 
go away, and remarked in conclusion that I was 
the son of Husain Sahib, as well as he. 

Being convinced that even one word of what the 
son-in-law of Husain Sahib had said would create 
a serious disturbance between him and the Governor, 
believing that I might afterwards be accused of 
want of diplomacy if I did not settle the business 
amicably — Husain Sahib being a man of conse- 
quence — , and considering that although the latter 
was hardly of any service to the Company, I ought 
not to be instrumental in bringing about a rupture 
of the long- subsisting friendship between them, I 
returned to the Governor, and said as follows : 
“Husain Sahib very much regrets that in his present 
circumstances he is unable to oblige you, for his 
lauds at Vrdikoudapuram have entailed on fiim much 
loss, and he is being put to great expense on that 
account. Was it not so, this not being such an 
important matter to him, or to you, he would gladly 
meet your wishes. He is said to have written a 
letter to the foregoing effect to Asad Sahib who has, 
with sorrow, communicated the same to me.” For 
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eight days, I made a point of impressing daily 
on the (jovernor the miserable condition of iliisain 
Sahib’s treasury, in view to make him rega>-d the 
payment of interest with equanimit}'. This was 
like making up a heavy load with small quantities of 
cotton. At length he exclaimed ; “ Since Husain 
Sahib, also, is in an impecunious condition, what is 
the use of troubling him ? I will pay the interest 
due. Tell him to bring the promissory note.’’ 

Upon this I went to Asad Sahib, and told him 
that the Governor had expressed his willingness 
to liquidate the debt with interest, and that he 
desired him to send some persons to bring the bond, 
and receive the money. IJe then began to compli- 
ment me saying : “ This is why I sought }-our help 
to obtain an adjustment. You take a real interest 
in Husain Sahib’s property.” I replied to him with 
four times the courtesy that he had displayed, re- 
marking that as I was his servant his coin^diments 
were unnecessary, and added : “ Please calculate the 
interest due.” He at first took a wrong date, which 
caused a delay of two Indian hours. He then dis- 
covered the correct one, from which it ap{)eared 
that the period actually covered by the transaction 
was three years and ten months. The interest pay- 
able on J 0,000 pagodas was consequently reckoned 
to be pagodas 3,006, and fauams 10. He despatched 
a messenger to Tarwadi, the agent of Bukkanji, 
asking him to come, but the latter sent the Korautti 
employed under him. Asad Sahib then went to 
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Muhammad ’Ali, au inmate of Bade S^ib’s house, 
told him not less than four times what the amount 
recoverable was, handed to him the promissory note 
executed by the Governor, and sent him and four or 
five others, with me. In the meanwhile, Madananda 
Pandit was summoned, and directed to examine the 
accounts. Asad Sdhib then objected to L’oudichery 
crescent pagodas being taken in lieu of Madras star 
pagodas, as the latter were of higher value, and 
stated that they had paid in star pagodas. I then 
pointed out that when the bond was originally 
drawn up, this point had been raised, and that it 
was expressly mentioned in it that the money would 
be repaid in Pondichery crescent pagodas. I asked, 
rather sharply, how he dared to say that the Pondi- 
chery pagodas were below eight touches in fineness. 
Some hot words then passed between us, and 1 
exclaimed ; “ If you talk like this, the consequences 
will be serious. On a previous occasion, also, you 
spoke rudely. To obviate any discord, I refrained 
from communicating all this to the Governor, made 
a suitable representation to him, and succeeded in 
bringing the matter to a termination in your favour. 
Another man would have acted differently, and would 
have brought about a rupture. When the Governor 
applied to you to relinquish the interest, your busi- 
ness was only to say that you could not do so, and 
to receive the full amount. A'ou were not justified 
in doing more than that. If your master questions 
you as to why you acted as you have, what answer 
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can you give? He is the ruler there. You are 
regardless of what you say, and the consequences 
may be unpleasant.” This speech frightened him, 
and he said: “ Ver}’^ well, I will take the Pondichery 
pagodas, but can you not kindly arrange to give us 
their equivalent in the form of rupees of the local 
currency.” I replied that this was not practicable. 
He then sent his servants to receive and take away 
the money. 

I presented mj self before the Governor, and inti- 
mated to him that they had brought the bond. 
XIpon this he placed on the table 88 pagodas over 
and above the round sum of 18,000 pagodas which 
had to be paid. I then informed him that the interest 
was, in point of fact, calculated for three years and 
ten months, and that he therefore owed only 66 
pagodas. Although, when speaking, he said that 
this signified little, he handed to me only 18,066 
pagodas. Eeceiving this amount, I told him that 
I would deliver it to the men who were in the 
reception-room, and bring back his promissory note. 
The wrath which my words excited in him is inde- 
scribable, and he exclaimed that they were rascals 
and that, unless the note was restored to him, the 
pagodas should not be touched. On this, I repaired 
to those who were waiting, and asked them for 
the document, promising to bring the money. 
They however refused to part with it. Telling 
them that I would be personally responsible 
for it, I, after a deal of haggling, obtained the paper 
29 


Chap, 

XXIV. 


174 , 0 . 

Jfatter 

settled 

ainieably. 


Governor 
prodiK'es 
the amount 
ontrio^Hy 
ciloalatwl. 


But on the 
error bein^ 
pointed 
out j)a.\ s 
correct 
amount. 


His wrath 
at proposal 
to deliver 
lx>nrt after 
payment of 
claiui. 


Diaiist 
obtains 
and makes 
it over to 
him. 


VOX, 1 1. 



226 


ANANDA RAmA PIUATS VI ARY. 


Chap. 

XXIV. 


1746. 
Re then 
allows the 
money 
to be 
removed. 

Diarist 
hands it 
over and 
rebukes the 
messenarei-s. 


C=ashier 
sent to 
count and 
make the 
money over. 


Governor 
contituies 
in an angry 
mood. 


Cashier 
re{>ort8 that 
payment 
has been 
made. 


from them, and made it over to the Governor, who 
thereupon permitted me to take charge of thirteen 
bags of pagodas bearing the seal of the cashier, and 
66 pagodas in addition. 

I handed the money to the men, and said : 
“You refused to trust me, as though it was a 
^Nicobar* bargain. You have now received your 
money. You may go.” They replied; “ Please send 
one of your people to count and deliver the amount.” 
To this I replied: “ A request such as this will 
surely provoke the Governor. So long as you see 
the seal of the cashier, there can be no mistake. 
You may rest assured of that.” But as they would 
not listen to me, I promised to send a man, and 
bade them begone. I accordingly directed the Com- 
pany’s cashier to accompany them, and do what was 
necessary. I then reported to the Governor that 
they had expressied their intention of departing. He 
remained silent, and did not open his mouth. On 
my continuing to stand before him, he made a gesture 
with his hand, signifying that they might leave. I 
concluded that their refusal to remit anv portion of 
the interest was the cause of his frowns and anger, 
and perceiving that as long as he was in this mood 
no reply could be expected from him, I made my 
obeisance, and retired. The Chetti cashier, whose 
nose is deformed, then went to Asad Sahib, counted 


* The meaning of this expression is dealing \Yiih money in one hand, 
and goods in the other, i.e.j a transaction in which neither party trusts the 
other. 
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and made over to liim ] 3,066 pagodas, and advised 
me that he had done so. 

Considerable dispute arose in the course of this 
transaction. I have, during the last ten days, con- 
cisely noted such of the leading points of it as may 
be of use for future reference. 

On the night of this day, M. Kerjeanville, a 
military captain, who had drunk too much brandy^, 
happening to hear the report of the gun fired at 9 
o’clock, loaded two of the cannon at the Villiyanallur 
gate, where he was stationed, and discharged them. 
One of the shot hit a tree beyond Bllappanch&vadi, 
and knocked it down, whilst the other buried itself 
deep into the ground. He then ordered that the 
alarm-drums should be beaten. After this had been 
done, he directed that ten or fifteen muskets should 
be loaded with ball. AVhen the sergeant at the gale 
remonstrated regarding this, the captain attempted 
to stab him. On the soldiers refusing to discharge 
their muskets, he beat them with his cane. When 
the Governor heard the noise, he instructed M. 
Duquesne to seize the captain, and consign him to 
custody in the fort. This was done, and a sentinel 
was placed on guard over him. Different versions 
were given of the origin of this affair. Some said 
that the guns were the signal for an expedition 
against either Madras, or Fort St. David, some 
declared that the soldiers and Mahe sepoys had 
marched past Villiy^anallur, and others asserted that 
the ships of M. de la Bourdonnais in the roads 
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here would set sail as soon as they heard the sound 
of the cannon, and a body of troops would proceed 
by land, to make a joint attack. 

Tuesdaij, 23rd August 17 k6, or 11th Avani of 
Akshatja . — -At 5 this evening, the Governor sent for 
me, and gave directions to provide twenty horses. 
News was now brought that M. de la Bourdonnais’ 
fleet of eight ships was in sight, and approaching 
Pondichery. I went to my house, summoned 
KrimSsi Pandit, PeriyannaNayinar, and a few police 
peons, and sent them to collect horses. By 9, they 
brought twelve, which they had obtained in the town. 
Including two of my own, the total number collected 
was fourteen. At 9 precisely, I sent the animals 
away to the Governor’s stables. Some time after- 
wards, a Company’s peon came, and informed me that 
the Governor required my presence. I immediately 
dressed, and went to see him. The son of NawSb 
Chandd SShib had sent Rdj6 Pandit, and a Muham- 
madan, to complain to the Governor, through Madame 
Dupleix, that I had obtained his horse by stealth. 
The Governor turned to me, and asked for expla- 
nation. I said : “ .No horse belongfinor to ChandS 
Sahib’s son was ever taken away. I sent clerk 
Sinappaiyan, and Krimasi Pandit, to give him my 
compliments, as well as yours, and ask of him 
the loan of a few horses. He refused the request. 
My messengers next begged him to give them at 
least one horse. He would not. They then came 
away, without taking any belonging to him. In 
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the same street there was a mare, owned by a 
Brahman. My messengers brought this with them.” 
The Governor was incensed at the complainants, 
and exclaimed : “ These are very worthless people 
indeed ! They possess not the least particle of sense. 
They do not even remember that we are ever ready 
to do their bidding. They will not give theii’ own 
horses; and they come to make complaints touching 
a Brahman’s mare. I now begin to comprehend their 
worth. I do not want even the Brahman’s mare.” 
He then, i?i great wrath, bade them go away. 

I took leave of the Governor, and returning 
home, sent Anmstchala Chetti, and a peon, to the 
Governor’s stables, to bring away the BrShmaii’s 
mare, as he had ordered the return of the animal. 
Before Arunachala Chetti reached the stables, 
however, he heard that the fourteen horses were 
being put into boats. He hastened towards the 
sea-gate, but ere he could reach it, he learned 
that all had been conveyed to the boats, and safely 
placed in them. Further inquiry elicited the fact 
that the BrShman’s mare still remained on shore. 
Arunachala Chetti hurried on in the direction of 
the sea-gate. The guards there wmuld not let him 
pass. In the meantime, a party of ten soldiers, 
armed with muskets, came from a northerly direc- 
tion, and another party of ten, similarly armed, 
from a southerly, and commenced striking wdth 
the butt-ends of their weapons every one whom 
thej/ found there. It w'as a.s much as Arunachala 
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Chetti could do to escape their violence. By mixing 
with the Company’s peons who were returning 
home from the beach, he managed to elude the 
soldiers. At 10, as I was seated at supper, 
Aruuachala Chetti came to me, and related his 
adventures. I thereupon sent Krishnaiyan the 
son of Subbaiyan of the Fort, and a peon, to iM. 
d’Auteuil, to ask him to release the Brahman’s 
mare, as the Governor had ordered this to be done. 

From balf-past 9 to half-past 10, each of the 
ships that arrived at the anchorage discharged three 
guns, ar intervals of half an hour. One was also 
fired from the shore. A beacon was lighted on the 
summit of the clock-tower, and kept burning until 
daybreak. European sentinels were posted on each 
road, as far as the Governor’s house on the north, 
the street inhabited by the Europeans on the 
south, and the church* of the priests on the west; 
and they were required to keep careful watch. All 
through the night, stores of every kind were taken 
oat of the fort, and conveyed to the ships. 

Krishnaiyan the son of Subbaiyan of the Fort 
went to speak to M. d’Auteuil, but as that gentleman 
was asleep, he intimated to M. de Bury, his sister’s 
son, that he wished to see him, and that he came 
from me. IM. de Bury said that as M. d’Auteuil 
was asleep, he must not be disturbed, and asked 
Krishnaiyan to tell him what he wanted. He stated 


This apparently the church of St. Paul. 
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that the Governor had directed the return of the 
Brahman’s mare, and that he was sent by me to 
communicate the order to M. d’Auteuil. ]\r. de Bury 
replied that a Tamilian went to the Governor, and 
asked for the return of one of the horses on the 
beach, but that the Governor had directed that 
none should be given up ; and he told Krishnaiyau 
to communicate this order to me. This he did, and 
I again sent him to M. de Bury, for I was loth 
to provoke the anger of the Governor, who had 
expressly ordered the release of the Brahman’s 
mare. M. de Bury again replied that, the Gov- 
ernor’s explicit instructions, delivered on the. beach, 
were to allow none of the horses to go, and that 
in the event of his asking him anything about 
the matter he would offer an explanation He 
requested Krishnaiyan to tell me that there was 
really no reason for apprehension that the Gover- 
nor would be angry. He accordingly delivered this 
message. 

At half-past 11, Krimasi Pandit arrived, ai d gave 
me the following information. He said : “ A peon 
brought word that the Governor wanted me. I 
went. At the entrance to the house, there was Major 
Duquesne, with half-a-dozen soldiers. He asked me 
if I knew the residence of Kandappan, the inierpreter 
to Madame Dupleix. I said that I did. He then 
desired me to go with him. I asked him how' it was 
possible for me to do this when I had been sent for 
by the Governor. Jilajor Duquesne informed me 
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that the Governor had communicated to him why 
I was wanted, and had ordered him to take me and 
a few soldiers, to the house of Madame Dupleix’s 
interpreter, to search the premises. I consented 
to go with him, but we had proceeded only a short 
distance when we were summoned by the Governor, 
who directed us not to go to Kandappan’s house. 
He then instructed me to take, on the following 
day, two or three accountants, to the Vazhudaviir 
gate, and receive from M. St. Martin instructions 
as to what I should do. I said that I would, and 
departed.” 

In the evening, the Governor sent for me, and 
observed that it was unsatisfactory that Suga Sing’s 
suit had not yet been decided, for letters on the 
subject were continually arriving from the Nawab. 
I replied: “I have come to a decision.” The Gov- 
ernor however got angry, and exclaimed : “ Do as 
you like.” 

Wednesdaij, 2k.th Auyust 17h6, or 12th Avani of 
AJishaija.—Hhid Governor sent for Krimasi Pandit, 
the subordinate chief of the peons, and said to him : 
'* Why did you not attend in obedience to my 
summons yesterday? ” He replied: “Up to 11 last 
night, T was wandering about in search of horses. 
After I had taken them to the beach, I reported 
having done so to Eangappan, and then went 
home. It was when I was so engaged, that your 
peons called me. As I was on my way to you, 
M. Duquesne ordered me to go to M. St. Martin, 
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the officer at Vazhudavur, and to take with me three 
accountants. I accordingly went, and remained 
there from 5 until now. During this time, the 
peon again called me, and I have come.” The 
Governor, who would not listen to his explanation, 
was exasperated beyond measure, and took a cane 
from the hands of a Euronean who was standing 
by. Seeing this, Krimasi Pandit slipped off to the 
doorway, on which the Governor returned the cane 
to the owner, and paced to and fro in his wrath. 
Imagining that he was pacified, Krimasi Paiidit stood 
where he was, but the Governor in his walk up and 
down, approached him from behind, gave him two 
kicks, and drove him out, bidding him not to show 
his face again, He then, Avith Periyanna Hayinar, 
who was also present, began to move off. The 
Governor upon this called up the latter, and told him 
to disperse the towns-people who were thronging the 
beach, and to see that they did not collect there. 

The eight ships comprising M. de la Bourdonnais’ 
fleet came to an anchor in the roads last night. 
A salute of fifteen guns was fired by only the 
commanding officer’s ship, the Ar/iille. M. de la 
Bourdonnais, who was ill with feA'er and diarrhoea, 
wrapped himself up in his dressing gown, covered 
his head with a cap, and in this costume came ashore. 
On landing, he was put into a closed palanquin, and 
convey^ed to the house of the Governor who had 
previously ordered that it should be cleared of every 
one, and guarded by armed soldiers, who were posted 
.'50 


CHA1>. 

XXIV 


1746. 


GoTernor, 
beins 
exasper- 
ated, seizes 
a caiie to 
beat him 
but he 
evades hiir. . 


Governor 
taking him 
unawares, 
kicks, and 
drives him 
out. 


Fleet oi 
M. de la 
Bourdon- 
nais 
arrives. 


Being ill, 
he comes 
:i shore. 


Taken to ^ 

iTOveriior’s 

ItOUSP. 


VOL. I I . 



J^^KDA BANGA DIARV. 


Chap. 

XXIV. 


1746. 

Arraijgp- 
ment for 
his recep- 
tion nuide 
there. 

Special 
guards 
posted on 
all sides 
of the 
building. 


He visits 
the Gover- 
nor. 


Confers 
with him 
and M. 
Paradis. 


Relates the 
particulars 
of his 
recent 
cruise. 




in tlie streets running to the west and east of the 
huildino-. Soi«e were also stationed on the northern 
and southern side of it. These guards were ordered 
to stop all pasf^eugers, and direct them to take a 
particular route Further on along this line, at a 
oruard-honse, a sentinel was stationed to warn off 
people going to the beach. Two more were posted 
at the guard- lio use in the street leading from the fort 
to the custom-house, w'hilst two others kept watch 
at the southern side of the eastern gate of the fort, 
and two mor© at the northern side, to stop any 
persons who might be going to the beach by way of 
the custom-house, and prevent their looking out on 
the sea at what could be seen there. 

The palanquin i^arryvng M. de la Bourdonnais was 
brought to the residence of the Governor, into 
whose presence he was, on alighting, supported by 
two men, one on either side. The Governor came 
forward to meet him, embraced him, and took him 
into a room, where they had a conference, in which 
M. Paradis took part. M. de la Bourdonnais, it is 
reported, recounted all the incidents of his voyage, 
describing how he had arrived at Negapatam, how 
he had been treated with distinguished honour by 
the Dutch authorities, who had undertaken to 
repay the value of the French ships which they 
had bought of the English, viz., the Manilla ship 
Mmirf, and the Charles, which M. de la Villebague 
had brought from Manilla to Mergui, how some 
English ships were sighted b)- his fleet and took to 
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flight when he prepared for action, and how he had 
fallen ill. He next spoke with regard to the plans 
for an attack on Madras. Taking his departure, he 
proceeded in the closed palanquin to his old quarters 
at M. Desjardins’ house, where, so it is said, he was 
hied in the arm by the sui'geons of the town and his 
ship. In the evening, M. de la Bourdonnais, still 
wrapped in his dressing gown, set out for a drive, 
accompanied by the two medical men. 

Two Indian hours before daybreak this morning, 
the gates of the town were closed ; viz., the Madras 
gate on the northern side, the sea-gate on the eastern, 
and the Yilliyanallhr and Cuddalore gates. The great 
doors of the Vazhudavdr gate were shut, but the little 
wicket was left open. According to the instructions 
conveyed last night to the subordinate cliief of the 
peons Krimasi Pandit, two or three accountants 
were stationed at the wicket, to search every one 
passing through it. The palmyra-leaf letters which 
the passengers had about them were taken from 
them, perused, and returned. If they had with 
them papers written in the Persian, Mahratti, 
Telugu, or French characters, they were seized, and 
retained; the letters written in Tamil alone being 
read. This inspection went on until midday. 
Then the work was discontinued, as it was found that 
the letters and palmyra leaves which hadaccumulated 
were useless. The gates, including the great doors 
of that of VazhudavLir, were thereupon all opened. 
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The measures which I have mentioned appear to 
have been taken owing to a report which reached the 
Governor that letters written in Tamil were being 
clandestinelj sent from Pondichery to the English. 
It will be remembered that last night the Governor 
first ordered the house of Kandappan, who is in the 
service of Madame Dupleix, to be searched, and then 
put a stop to this being done; and it was after this 
that directions were given that all the gates of the 
town should be closed, with the exception of the 
wicket in the Vazhud^vhr gate, where everyone 
passing through was searched. Taking these facts 
into consideration, it would seem that an anony- 
mous communication must have been sent to 
the Governor, accusing Kandappan of being the 
clandestitie correspondent of the English ; and as, 
when the other gates were kept shut, every letter 
going out or Pondichery must necessarily pass 
through the Vazhudavhr gate, it was thought that 
if all persons going through it were searched, the 
correspondence would be secured. If such was not 
the object of M. Dupleix, God alone knows what 
it was. 

To-morrow, being the anniversary of the birth- 
day of the King, the Governor went this evening to 
the fort, paraded the soldiers, and ordered three 
volleys to be tired. The guns mounted on the 
ramparts of the fort were discharged, and these 
were followed by those on the town walls. The ships 
replied, each firing twenty-one guns at one and 
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the same time. The whole town shook with the 
concussion. To people at a distance, it must have 
appeared as though the place was being bombarded. 
The effect was exceedingly grand, and intinitely 
awe-inspiring. 

Thiirsdaij , 25i}t Amjust 17^6. or IStli Aruni of 
AJcshaija . — This was the King’s birthday, and conse- 
quently three volleys were tired at o this morning, 
and a salute of twenty-one guns wus discharged 
from the fort, which was replied to by a broadside 
of a similar number from each ship in the roads. 
Again, at half-past 7, when the Governor attended 
service at the church in the fort, three volleys 
were tired, and three salutes, each of twenty-one 
guns, were discharged from the fort, and by each 
ship in the anchorage. The total number of guns 
fired on this occasion would be about a thousand. 
The salute was repeated when the Governor 
returned home, and when he dined. At the 
time that he drank wine, he shouted, taking off 
his hat, “ Long live the King,” a toast which was 
repeated with one voice by all those pi'esent, and 
was honoured with twenty-one guns from the 
fort, and a similar number from each of the ten or 
twelve ships in the roadstead — all tired together. 
The cannon which were fired from the ramparts of 
the fort, and from the ship of the admiral, being 
heavy guns, carrying a shot of twenty-four pounds, 
those who heard their thundering sound were struck 
with terror. 
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This morning at 10, M. de la Villehague sent 
for me, received a list of the goods that had been 
ordered to he manufactured for his brother, and 
handed me 10,000 rupees. The details of the list 
will be found noted in the register in which the 
orders for the manufacture of cloths are entered. 

At the same hour, a Council was held. It 
seems that at it plans for an attack on Madras were 
discussed. 

A metrical ode in Telugu, composed in my honour 
by Kasthri Kangaiyan, a great scholar of Trichino- 
poly, was set to music by Trichinopoly Mangapati 
Aiyan; dancing women were taught to sing it, and 
they gave a performance of it this night at the 
garden-house of Muttaiya Pillai in S^dai Street 
before a public assembly consisting of ray friends 
and others. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

FHOM AVGUST gC™, TO SFPTEITBER 

a™, me. 

Madame Albert speaks to diarist regarding a certain loan — Pays portion of 
principal and interest — Warns diarist not to pa}' money without receipt 
— Council discusses plans for siege of Madras — Embarkation of troops, 
etc. — Why mounted men were sent — M.d’Anteuil deputed to declare 
war if certain demands not complied with — E.ypedition delayed by 
illness of M. de la Bourdonnais — Object of sending body guard with 
M. Autenil to belittle M. de la Bourdonnais — Who being aware of 
this, pleads illness — And objects to another taking his place— Beland- 
ing of troops ordered — Letter from Governor to Anwar-itd-diii Khau 
reiinests help in attacking Jladras — Troops disembarked — M. do la 
Bourdonnais declines to attend, meeting of Council — Deputation from 
Council waits on him— On return of this, sitting resumed — Eosult kept 
secret, but war certain— Dubash of Madame Dupleix brings samples of 
coial, and states that she wishes to purchase some - Bequests private 
interview — This accorded — He recounts the efforts made by uue 
Annapffrna Aiyan to obtain chief dubashship -And what took place 
at an interview which he had with M-ulauie Dupleix on the subject — 
Informs diarist that Annapffrua Aiyan s'ated that he had applied for 
the post, on his (diarist’s) advice, — Diarist explains niattei — And 
states that he agreed to lend Annapffrna Aiyan 2,t 00 pagodas if he 
obtained the appointment- The dubish mentions other statemeuts and 
requests made by this man —And abusive language of Chinna Mudali 
on hearing of these — As also allegation of Annapurna Aiyan touching 
diarist’s brother — Reply of diaiist — Conversation which the ilubash 
had with Madame Dupleix touching the financial aff'airs of diarist 
and his brother— She bids him ask a bribe on her account fiom Chinna 
Mudali, which is refused— Her further conversation with the dubash 
regarding aff'airs of diaiist — He states when and where it took place — 
Begs diarist not to mention what he has said — Eemarks with regard 
to character, etc., of the dubash and Annapffrna Aiyan — And the 
intellectual superiority, as compared with them, of Madame Dupleix 
— M.de la Bourdonnais goes to Ozhukarai for change of air — Depaiture 
of squadron — Object of this— Diarist meets M. Domarets — Who 
explains to him why the e.xpedition against Madras was abandoned — 
He details a conversation between MM. Dupleix and do la Bourdonnais 
— And refers to the difference regarding the order of Council demanded 
by the latter — His refusal to assent to the appointment of M. Paradis 
in his stead — And the personal quarrel between him, and the 
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Governor — M. PesmarSts expresses the opinion that M. de la Bour- 
donnais was not hound to follow the advice of the Council, or obey the 
Governor — Assigns this as the reason of the failtire of the project 
against Madras — M. de Kerjean, meeting diarist, assures him of 
the < ertainty of his being appointed courtier — His reply when 
diarist asks what the priests of St, Paul would say to this — 
Departure of Madame Dupleis for Ariyankuppam — Diarist purchases 
broad-cloth on Governor’s account— Dispute with M. Cornet as to 
how cost of this is to be adjusted — Eemarks on the matter — An ex- 
agent of diarist approaches him through his brother, in view to 
restoration — Remarks of diarist on his conduct —Determines to have 
nothin^ more to do with him — Letter from Mylapore to Chinna 
Mudali details attack of the French on ships lying off Madras — And 
their retirement after brief engagement-'I'escribes to diarist anger 
of Governor when letter read to hinr — Governor on the way to 
Ozhukarai passes diarist’s distillery— Chinna Mudali meets him — And 
is sent to ilirect diarist to dispose ot a certain suit — Conversation 
on this subject — Surmise of diarist as to object of Governor’s visit to 
M. de la Boiirdonnais— Governor, on return, sends for JIM. Paradis 
and Barthelomy — .Jnd giving contradictory orders re.garding oonvoy- 
anees, grows angry at delay in complying with them — Finally departs 
to join his wife at .Ariyankuppam — Diarist sends contribution towards 
expenses of marriage of a relative — Some broad-cloth in store at the 
fort found to be damaged — Stock in hand disposed of — Details of this 
transaction — Letter from Ji. do la Bourdonnats to M. de Pontbnme — 
Intimates capture oft Covelong of two English ships — And gives 
partieulars of cargoes -Excitement on receipt of this news— Sliips 
reported to belong to Messrs. Morse and Monson- -Governor, with 
M. Paradis, again visits JI. de la Bonrdonnais — Jl.de Louche captures 
an Englisli shij) — Contrary to advice, starts on a cruise in his prize — 
Is taken by English, and carried a prisoner to Madras. 

Frl(hj;i, S6th August 17Ji.6, or Acani of 

Akshoii'i . — Madame A Ibevt * sent forme and said; 
“ The year before the last, when the Neptune sailed 
for ^locha, you let me have the sum ot Es. 1.000 on 
condition of my paying aiiremium on it. and I made 
it over to M. d’Auteuil. He has to pay IS per 
cent, premium, and another 10 per cent., being the 
special charg-e for monsoon risks. This gives you 


* The mother of Madame Uiipleix. 
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Es. 280. Adding Es. 57 'wdiich tlie Company has 
allowed in the shape of interest, you therefore have 
to receive, over and above the principal of Es. 1,000, 
a profit of 837, being the interest, etc., due on it. 
Of this sum, he gave me 837 rupees, and promised 
to pay the remaining 500 in a few days. Please 
therefore receive Es. 887 now. For the balance I 
will give you a promissorj’ note stipulating to paj- 
the interest usually leviable in the case of land 
traOic.” Accepting her proposal, I took the En. 837, 
and asked for the promissory note. She replied : 
“ I will send it to you afterwards by my peon. You 
trusted me with the !,000 rupees without demanding 
any voucher for it from mo. I told this to all my 
daughters lest you might lose the money should I 
unexpectedly die.” Thanking her in very courteous 
terms, I talked for a while with her on general 
topics, and departed, desiring her peon to bring me 
the promissory note which she had promised to 
send. When I took leave of her, she told me to in 
future not part with my money to any one without 
receiving a written acknowledgment. I replied : 
'■ I will do so.” 

A Council was held this forenoon, and again in 
the afternoon. It would ap]X)ar that plans for laying 
sieo-e to Madras were discussed at it. Attacking it 
will be no light task, and it seems that the f>roject 
was carefidly considei’ed in Council. 

On the 11th instant [23rd August], as soon as 
the French ships appeared in sight, the horses were 
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secretly put into boats for conveyance on board. 
The whole of that night was taken up with embark- 
ing troopers, men, and stores. The next day, also, 
was devoted to similar work. U p to that evening, 
the Muhammadans of Mahe, and others were being 
expeditiously skipped. Then a lull took place in 
the work, owing, so it was reported at the time, to 
the illness of M. de la Bourdonnais. It may be asked 
why troopers and horses should be required for an 
expedition against Madras. They are to be landed 
at Mylapore near Madras, wlience M. d’Auteuil will 
march to Fort St. George escorted by a mounted 
body-guard cousisting of twenty-four men, and 
attended by a few soldiers and Malui sepoys, all 
marching under arms in military array. He is then 
to demand of the Governor of Fort St. George the 
restitution of the Manilla ship, and of that belong- 
ing to the French seized at Acheen by the English. 
Failing the restoration of these, he is to declare war. 
It is because fortune is still favouring iMadras, that 
the preparations for attacking it have now been 
delayed. Owing to his illness, M. de la Bourdonnais 
is incapacitated from directing the attack in person ; 
and he will not consent to delegate his authority to 
another. 

The object of the Governor in detailing a body- 
guard to escort M. d'Auteuil is to put down M. de la 
Bourdonnais, who has placed himself on a footing 
of equality with him, by' maintaining a similar guard 
of twenty'-four troopers. In his opinion this will 
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serve as a tacit aiinouncemeut tliat the position 
which M. do la Bourdonuais has assumed is no more 
exalted than that which has been assigned to M. 
d’ Anteuil, when on his way from Mylapore to Madras. 
M. Dupleix imagines that the motive which has 
actuated him to do this is unknown to others, but in 
this belief he is mistaken. M. do la Bourtlonnais 
understands it well enough, and to revenge himself 
for the intended slight, not only pleads illness as 
an excuse for not setting out on the expedition, 
on which the Governor has .strongly set his heart, 
but will not consent to any other person being 
appointed in his stead. Thus it is clear that the 
projects of man will go astray, unless Providence 
favours them. It is needless to say that without 
God’s help man cannot succeed in his endeavours. 
The projected expedition against Madras is now in 
abeyance. It is not possible to conjecture the future. 
It is as God may direct. Man’s plans are as naught. 

The Governor has ordered the disembarkation 
to-morrow morning of the sepoys and horses. 

AMsterday, a letter was despatched to Xawab 
Anw'ar-ud-din Kh an. The contents were a secret 
betw'een the Governor, M. Delarche, and iJadananda 
Pandit. In it the Governor applied in very polite 
terms to the Xawab for help. “ You know,” 
wrote he, that wo are advancing against Madras. 
As, when you came last year to visit us, j’cu 
promised to help us with men, we ask you to send 
us 3,000 troopers, to help us in attacking Madras.” 
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Madaiianda Paudit communicated this intolligeuce 
to me, to-dav. 

Sufurda)/, 27th Avgust 17if6, or 15lh Avnni of 
Aksliaga . — In accordance Avith the orders of the 
Governor, the Mahc sepojs, and two native officers, 
were landed this morning. The horses were all 
sent on shore, and the troopers also. M. d’Auteuil 
directed that the animals should bo delivered to 
their owners. An Indian hour afterwards, he 
countermanded the first order, and ordered that 
they should he stabled. It would, therefore, appear 
that tlio project agaiust Madras is being revived. 

Immediately afterwards, the Governor convened 
a meeting of the Council. Two Indian hours subse- 
quent to this, M. de la Bourdonnais Avas summoned. 
He sent word that, owing to illness, he could not 
attend, A deputation of throe Councillors, con- 
sisting of M. d’Espremenil, M. Barthelemy, and 
M. Bonneau, Avas sent to him, with a document. I 
do not knoAA' Avhether this paper was signed by 
M. de la Bourdonnais, in token of his having read 
it or not. The Council continued sitting for three 
hours after the return of the deputation. At 1 it 
rose, and the members Avent home. The proceedings 
of the Council are at present kept secret ; they Avill 
howeA^er be known in course of time. That there 
will be Avar is certahi ; the details alone have yet to 
be ascertained. As for myself, I returned home 
from the arecanut storehouse. Let ua await the 
course of events. 
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The big-bellied Uravu Xiirayauaii, who is the 
dubash of ^ladaino Dupleix, came to mo at mj 
arecaiiut storehouse, with five or six coral beads, 
and said : “ Madame Dupleix desires to purchase 
coral of this description, and bade me show these 
samples to you. She says that she will give such 
price for it as you may fix.’’ I remarked to him : 
“This is thin coral, of class C. The value of each 
bead may be half a pagoda.’’ He then said : “ I 
wish to speak to you in private. Will you, without 
taking offence, be pleased to lend a ear to my 
words?” 1 replied : “Certainly. Tell me what you 
have to say. Be assured that our friendship is of a 
cordial character.” Ho then requested me to step 
aside ; and when I had done so, he exclaimed : “ I 
will tell you all that Anuapitrna Aiyan has done. 
You must hear me patiently. The matter should 
not bo divulged to others.” 

Premisiug thus, he continued : “He offered, in 
the event of the appointment of chief dubash being 
conferred upon him, to pay the Governor 10,000 
rupees, and his wife 3,200 ; and begged mo to act as 
his intermediary. I then asked him if he was ac- 
quainted with the nature of the duties of the office. 
He told me that it was he who had been instructing 
Kanakaraya Mudali, that all the Midiammadans were 
his friends, and that ho could j>revail on them to do his 
bidding. Believing his statements, I communicated 
his offer to the Governor’s wife. She, however, said 
that she would manage to secure the appointment for 
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him, provided he would pay the Governor -5,000 
pagodas and her 1,500. When 1 acquainted him with 
these conditions, he agreed to them, but said that he 
must once communicate with her in person ; and that 
unless he could do this he would not be satisfied. 1 
thereupon conducted him to Madame Dupleix, who 
told him all that she had to say, bade him bring the 
monev in advance, and informed him that unless the 
amount was deposited with her, she would not move 
in the matter, lie acquiesced, but said to her: 

‘ There is a rumour afloat that Kanga Pillai will be 
appointed to the situation. Is there any foundation 
for this, Madame r’ She replied: ‘I shall be very 
glad if he gets it.’ He then retired. I followed 
him, and inquired if his action in this matter wais 
agreeable to you. He informed me that it was you 
who had advised him to try for the appointment, 
that you had intimated to him that the Governor 
owed } on 10,000 rupees, and promised that if .he 
brought the remainder, j'ou would speak in person 
on his behalf. These plausible statements induced 
me to give heed to him. I interested myself on his 
account, in the full belief that his application had 
your approval. Otherwise I w ould not have done so 
for all the world. The fool has spi’eaxl the story 
throughout the town. Had 1 known his nature, 
I would not in any way have meddled in the affair.” 

I replied : “When Annapurna Aiyan first 
sought the appointment, he was anxious that 
I should have no knowledge of his intentions, and 
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consulted Guruvappa Clietti alone, whom he begged 
to obtain for him from Kangipati Yinl Chetti 
a loan of 500 or 1,000 pagodas. He told me 
piiv'atelj what Annaplirna Aijan had mentioned to 
him. It was afterwards that Guruvappa Cdietti 
brought him to me, and made liim tell me that 
through the intervention of IMadame Dupleix, it had 
been decided to confer the }>ost on him, and that if 
T would only help him on this occasion with O.t'OO 
pagodas, he would ever be guided bv m}' ad\ ice. I 
merel}- intimated to him then that I would lend him 
the sum which he recpiited, provided the appointment 
was oriven to him. This is all that I know.” 

o 

He continued : " He further informed metliat he 
had promised to propitiate you with 1.000 rupees, 
and mentioned several other matters. lie seems to 
have told Madamaicla Pandit that ho was to get the 
appointment, and to have requested that Tamvaili 
might be inti'oduced to him, and be told to lend 
him an\' sum that he mio-ht from time to time 
rec^uire. Madainiuda Pandit appears to have com- 
municated this to ChiunaHudali who, it would seem, 
abu.sed Annaptirna Aiyan. lie however told me that 
Chinna Muclali had reviled both him and me. He 
thus misrepre.se nted facts to the merchants and 
everyone else, just as pleased him. You know the 
antecedents of his family. His deeds are in accord 
with them.” 

You douT say so ? ” I exclaimed. 


Chap. 

xxw 


1740. 
.\nd the 
share wliielj 
( hiruvappa 
Ciietti touk 
in them. 


\Ui\ 

siute!» ilitil 
lie jigreed 
to lend 
the nuai 

prigodas ii 
he obtain- 
eil the 
appoint- 
nietii. 


The tiiiha&li 
iiiemi()n& 
Ollier state- 
niLMits and 
reiiiie-Hts of 
Aoiiapmiia 
Aiyan. 


^fent ions, 
at'*o, 
ahi'bive 
language 
ol Chiiiiia 
Mudali on 
liearing of 
lln'se. 



248 


ANA^'DA BAXOA PlLLArS VlABY. 


Cuxe. 

xxv. 

171G. 
And states 
«hat 

Annaiiurna 

Aivan 

al(eg#»cl 

regarding 

brother of 

diarist. 


Re{d.v of 
dianst. 


Tlie d^lJa^h 

mHitiou-4 

fl conversi' 
tiou with 
Me. Ditpleii 

ftbttut 


AVUat he 
s:ucl to her 
regarding 
the money 
matters of 
diarist. 


He went on to say : “ Ho added that yoni’ brother 
had promised that he wonld lend him 2,000 rupees, 
and would endeavour to help him with another 2,000 
which the chief of the peons owed him. There 
was no end to what he lias alleged in this fashion ; 
but I beseech 3'ou not to make reference to this 
matter either to Chinna IMudali, or any one else.” 

I answ'ered : “ In this world every man says ten 
thousand things to further his own interests. Others 
ought not to concern themselves with his affairs. As 
long ns } o\i are in the service of Madame Dupleix, 
as her dubiish, it behoves you to communicate to her 
faithfully what people ask you to. Wh}’ trouble 
yourself about this r ” 

He remarked : Tiiat is true. You say what is 
right. Madame Dupleix asked me wdiether it w'ould 
not be desirable for her to speak to you about the 
appointment. I told her that if you had cared for it 
3'ou would have already’ offered your services, that a 
o-ood deal of your fortune w^hich had been invested in 
foreign trade had been lost, that a subahdar, named 
Appai\'a Pillai, to whojn 3 on had lent a veiy largo 
amount, had died, that in consecprence of this with 
the exception of a sum of pagodas 1,000 or 1,000 — 
but a small fraction of the claim — wdiich through the 
good offices of tlio ncput3’ Governor was realized by 
the sale of Ins real estate and personal propert)", the 
debt had proved irrecoverable, that the official 
superior of Appaij'a Pillai, who also ow'ed some 
mone3^ had betaken himself to Arcot, that you had 
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further lost about a lakli of pagodas in business, and 
in other ways, that the Governor also knew of some 
of the losses sustained bj^ you in commercial enter- 
prises across the seas, that your debt to him as well 
as to the Company was very large indeed, that 
although jmur estate was thus all but lost, you did 
not desist from squandering money on Brahmans, 
learned men and others, in the shape of charities and 
bounties, and that Heaven alone knew whether you 
actually possess anything or not. She then asked 
me whether your brother had any money. I replied : 

* He has no concern in trade. He takes his meals 
at home, then goes to his house, which is in this 
quarter of the town, and attends to his duties at 
the court. His case is hardly worth consideration.’ 
She then said : ‘ It seems that a certain Brahman 
has arrived, and that Rangappan will receive 
something from him. Is this true ? ’ I replied : 

‘ I am not aware of it.’ She observed ; ‘ I have 
heard a report to that effect.’ She then told me to 
ask Chinna Mudali if he was willing to propitiate her 
with a suitable gift in the event of her interesting 
herself on his behalf. When 1 informed him of what 
she had suggested, he exclaimed : ‘ I do not in the least 
aspire to the situation. I am too weak to discharge 
the functions of the office, and I am also incompetent. 
Besides, my means are small.’ So saying, he shed 
tears and beat his head several times. When I com- 
municated this to the lady, she exclaimed : ‘ What on 
earth does this man do ? ’ I replied : ‘ This is how he 
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spends the whole of his time ; save when he is here. 
As soon as the sun sets, he goes to every one of his 
houses, and closes it. He locks up the residence of 
the late Kanakar^ya Mudali, then the house opposite 
to it ; and he afterwards betakes himself to that in 
front of his own residence, and sits there, brooding 
in the dark. He has even turned the widow of 
Kanakar^ya Mudali out of her house, and made it 
a deserted building, unlit by even a lantern.’ She 
exclaimed : ‘ Indeed ? ’ and then asked ‘ What 

has become of all the property of Hangappan.’ I 
said ; ‘ Every one says that you have with you five 
or ten lakhs of pagodas. Is it true ? ’ She replied : 
‘ It is a lie.’ On this I remarked ; ‘ This is the way 
with common reports. One cannot believe them. 
The owner alone knows what his property amounts 
to.’” 

All that he said on this occasion would occupy 
at least twenty pages. I have however recorded 
above such points as I considered worthy of note. 
I asked him when this conversation had taken place. 
He replied: “Three days ago. Whenever she has 
anything to say to me iu private, it is customary for 
her to sup that night in her own room, and not at 
the same table with her husband ; and to talk to 
me then. The conversation accordingly took place 
when she was at supper, on the fourth day from 
this.” “Indeed?’’ quoth I. He then added : “I 
acquainted your brother with what I had heard con- 
cerning his alleged promises to Annapfirna Aiyan. 
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He replied : ‘ I really know nothing of the matter. 
Annapftrna Aiyan once begged me to lend him 1,000 
rupees. I said that I could not. He then asked 
me to recover the amount which the chief of the peons 
owed me, and hand that over to him. I told him 
to speak to that individual himself.’ ” 

Narayana Pillai once more made the request that 
I would not refer to this subject in conversation, 
either with Chinua Mudali, or before a gathering of 
three or four persons. I replied : “ What is there in 
it that you should be afraid r You only mention what 
others have tcld you. I do not see anything repre- 
hensible in your conduct.” He felt happy, and 
departed pleased with what I had said. 

This man Ndrayana PiUai is a native of Tranque- 
bar ; very deep and cunning. Peculation is the 
dominant motive in all his actions. His experience 
is mostly limited to carrying off the fragments 
that remain from others’ meals, and he has but 
little knowledge of the functions of a dubash ; for 
a man of that class ought to be sagacious enough 
to see what is feasible, and what not, and what 
will succeed or fail ; he must, too, have some 
knowledge of character, and be able to distinguish 
a man of integrity from a rogue, and a deserving 
from an undeserving person. The wisdom of the 
attempts of Annapilrna Aiyan to .secure the appoint- 
ment, and the value of the services of Narayana Pillai 
as dubash, are on a par. But who can penetrate 
the mighty workings of the all-powerful God. It 
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Chap, was but meet tbat Annaptirna Aiyan, who aimed at 
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— attaining a thing which was beyond his capacity, 
should have as a go-between an individual of the 
stamp of Narayana Pillai, whose profession is to clear 
the refuse from dishes. But the brains of the wife 
Aiidiffer- of the Govemor have proved far superior to theirs ! 
StS It does not behove me to dwell much on this subject. 

saperiority 

jieDupieiT. But there is enough to enable the thoughtful to 
appreciate her character. I therefore refrain from 
writing more with respect to this matter. 

M. de la In the afternoon, M. de la Bourdonnais,who was ill 

Bourdon- 

o&^ra!° with fever and ague, and with whom the sea-breeze 
torjhange Water here do not agree, went to M. Paradis’ 

gardens at Ozhukarai, in order to obtain a change 
of air. He will remain there until he recovers. 
Supplies will be sent to him from this. 

Departure Siuic/at/, 28th Aiigust 17^6, 01 ' 16th Acani of 
sqaadion. This morning, the eight men-of-war 

weighed anchor, and set sail. We know that the 
enterprise against Madras has, for the time being, 
wSiTset been abandoned. The object of this expedition is to 
scour the sea between Madras and Negapatam until 
the setting in of the monsoon, and attack any 
English ships that may be sighted. The fleet will 
then, it appears, sail for Mascareigne. I have written 
what rumour says. 

Diarist Monday, 29th August 17k6, or 17th Avani of 

M.^Desma. /H^ghaya . — This morning I was on my way to the 
Governor’s house to inform him of the particulars of 
Suga Sing’s suit, when I encountered M. Desmar^ts. 
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He saluted me, and asked -where the people who had 
come from the interior to buj clocks were. I replied 
that they had gone to Vellore, and that I would let 
him know as soon as I heai’d from them. 

He next inquired if I knew why the expedition 
against Madras had been abandoned. I answered 
that I was not acquainted with the full particulars 
of the matter. Upon this he said : “ Then, hear 
me. The Governor, as you kno-w, had so arranged 
matters that the ships should arrive at Pondichery 
during the night, take on board all that was neces- 
sary, and then proceed to Madras, which was to be 
attacked by both sea and laud. When M. do la 
Bourdonuais was asked to set sail by night, he 
refused, on the plea of illness, and said that he 
wished to consult the Governor on certain points. 
He accordingly landed, and proceeded in a 
closed palanquin to the Governor’s house. The 
following conversation ensued between them. The 
Governor asked why the expedition against Madras 
had been delayed. M. do la Bourdonnais replied : 
‘The orders which I have received from the Com- 
pany, and from the Government, ai’e that I should 
attack the English ships wherever I might fall in 
with them at sea. My instructions do not extend to 
fighting on shore. I therefore cannot undertake a 
land attack. If you desire me to do so, 1 will ; but 
I must first have the written order of your Council 
to that effect.’ ‘ Was it not at your desire, expressed 
in writing,’ the Governor exclaimed, ‘that I made 
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all these preparations for the expedition ? I cannot 
understand why yon now demand the Council’s 
orders.’ High words then ensued between them. 
The Councillors were next summoned, but they 
declined all responsibility, stating that the Governor 
and M. de la Bourdonnais had not consulted them 
when they first planned the undertaking. The 
whole amount expended up to the present on this 
may, perhaps, have to be borne by the Governor 
himself. It is not known how it will end. 
M. Dupleix tried very hard to have M. Paradis 
appointed commander, in the place of M. de la 
Bourdonnais, who is now ill ; but the latter would not 
assent to this. Hot words have, it appears, passed 
between Madame de la Bourdonnais, and Madame 
d’Autenil ; and these mutual recriminations have 
been made the subject of quarrel between M. Dupleix 
and M. de la Bourdonnais who openly fell out in the 
Council, and abused each other freely. As fortune 
has not yet deserted Madras, the difference between 
these two has helped to save it for the present.” 

I asked M. Desmarets whether the orders given to 
M. de la Bourdonnais did not bind him to follow the 
advice of the Council at Pondichery. M. Desmarets 
replied ; “ The Government haA’e given M. de la 
Bourdonnais discretionary power in the conduct of 
the war, and have directed M. Dupleix to provide him 
with all the supplies required by him. Hence, M. 
Dupleix has no authority to direct his movements, 
and the plans of the Governor to capture Madras 
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have fallen through. If the English at Madras 
should now provoke the outbreak of war, the 
French will of course proceed to attack it, but as 
matters stand, the project of M. Dupleix to seize 
Madi-as, and become its Governor, must end in 
failure. The seven ships which arrived from France 
have sailed for Bombay, to operate against it.” 

After M. Desmarets left me, I went to the 
Governor’s house, where I was met at the gate by 
his nephew, M. de Kerjeaii, who saluted me very 
courteously, and said ; “ Kangappa, when will the 
Governor appoint you courtier ? ” I replied: “I 
know nothing about it. The whole town, however, 
talks about my appointment. The Governor, him- 
self, remains reticent on the subject. You have 
mentioned it to me on many previous occasions.” 
He answered : ” When the contract is offered to 
you, you will first be appointed courtier.” •’How 
do you know this ? ” I asked him. He replied : “I 
was talking to M. Legou yesterday. I asked him 
why the post of Company’s courtier was not filled up 
and, at the same time, observed that it was highly 
desirable that it should be. He replied that a man 
of capacity could not be found for the place. I 
asked him how the work of the Company was to 
fare in the meanwhile. He answered that there 
undoubtedly existed a man fit for the office, and 
that he would appear at the pro]>er time. I inquired 
of him whether a better man than yourself could be 
found. He said that there was none, f then asked 
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him if you would be appointed. On this he 
remarked that it was the likeliest thing to happen.” 
“Now,” continued M. de Kerjean, “the seven 
ships fitted out for the expedition against Bombay 
will attack it on St. Louis’ day, and return to 
Pondichery fifteen days hence. When they arrive, 
the contract will be offered to you, and yon will 
also be made courtier.” I asked him whether the 
priests of the church of St. Paul would agree to 
the appointment of a Tamilian. He replied : “ In 
what way does it concern them ? Their words are 
exactly like the cackling of ducks in a pond. I 
do not comprehend the value which you attach to 
their influence. These are not the days of yore.” 
Having thus spoken, he sainted me, and departed. 

I went to the courtyard where the Governor was, 
and having paid my respects, stepped out into the 
verandah where a sentinel stood guard, and, taking 
a seat there, was engaged in conversation with Chinna 
Mndali. The Governor then sent for me, and I 
no w proceed to relate in detail what passed between 
him and me. 

He walked forward as far as the sentinel’s post, 

and addressing me as “ Ranga Pillai,” said : 

* 

Wednet^daij, 31i<t August 17k6, or 19th Avani of 
Akshai/a . — This morning at half -past 6, Madame 
Dupleix, accom^^anied by the usual music of tom- 

* Blank in the original. What it. was intenrled to recoi-d must hare 
been aomethiug long, a> there aia 6j blank pages. 
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toms and cymbals, set out for Ariyankuppam to 
attend the festival. She has gone there with the 
object of staying for the nme days during which it 
lasts. She was escorted by the chief of the peons, 
and fifty sepoys. The former has returned, but the 
latter remain in attendance on her. 

This evening at 6, T purchased at the fort, from 
M. Cornet, ninety-five bales of inferior broad-cloth 
called “ second sort, fine,” each bale consisting 
of ten rolls ; five of which were red, and the others 
green. I caused the transaction to be entered 
against the (Governor, and promised to adjust pay- 
ment for the same in my accounts with him. 
Yesterdai’, also, I bought a bale. The aggregate 
number of yards in these 960 rolls was ]5,381f 
which, at the rate of a pagoda and-a-quarter a yard, 
amounted in value to pagodas (19.227, fanams 4 and 
cash 32) nineteen-thousand two hundred, and twenty- 
seven, and fanams four and-a-half. At the instance 
of M. Cornet, I handed a note to him acknowledging 
leceipt of goods to the value mentioned above, and 
stipulating to pay the money within six months, at 
the exchange of Rs. 320 for 100 pagodas. But as 
I have to make good this debt to the Governor, it 
was neither necessary for me to write the note to 
M. Cornet, nor need he have made an entry against 
me in the accounts. A receipt from me of this kind 
was unnecessai’}', as the Governor has taken the 
broad-cloth from the Company ; and as he has lent 
money to it, he debits the value against the interest 
33 VOL, 1 1 . 
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on his loan, allowing it to be deducted at the rate 
of 1 per cent, for six months upon the amount, 
^r. Cornet has to charge the bill to the Governor, 
and must therefore make over the acknowledgment 
to him. He may possibly bid M. Cornet transfer it 
to me, and inform him at the same time that he will 
adjust the debt with me in my accounts. In this 
case, the receipt will be returned to me. At all 
events, it is clear that M. Cornet will not retain it. 
What he might have done was to obtain and hand 
over to the Govei’nor, in my handwriting, a list 
of the different kinds of broad-cloth delivered to me, 
the number of bales and rolls of which it was 
composed, and the total number of yards which 
they contained. This would be of service when the 
Governor and I came to adjust accounts, as it 
would be a voucher showing how much was delivered 
to me on his behalf. The receipt should have been 
couched in these terms. M. Cornet having, on the 
other hand, made out one in his own name, the effect 
of it is doubtful. 1 have therefore recorded this 
transaction in detail. The acknowledgment which 
I have now furnished to M. Cornet, and any other 
that I may hereafter be required to give in super- 
session of that existing, will be found copied in 
the register in which m}- letters to Europeans are 
recorded. 

As I have employed PSpi Chetti and Muttaiya 
Pillai as my agents in the trading transactions which 
1 used to carry on through. Ariyappa Mudali, the 
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latter has for the last six or seven {la} s been ti'eating 
with my brother regarding the matter, and soliciting 
his intervention. He consequently sent word to me 
through Gopalaswami, and Sitarama Sastri the astro- 
loger from the south, representing that it woultl be 
well to transact business through the merlium of 
Ariyappa Mudali, and that he would attend to the 
concern jointly with him; just as though he would 
retire to the banks of the Pauver)- in the brown 
garb of a monk if matters were not so arranged. 
1 sent, couched in conciliatory language, a suitable 
reply, to the effect that 1 would again avail mj .self 
of the agency of Arhappa Mudali, after his accounts 
had been settled. He owes his position entirely to 
me ; 1 caused him to be regarded as a person of 
(!onsequence. In return for ni}' services, he has 
treated me ill. Although conscious of this, he has 
had no compunction in addressing me through my 
brother, with a view to i-egauiing my friendship, 
and restoration to his former position. If it be true 
that such a being as God exists in this world. He 
will visit him with adequate punishment for his 
treachery. For my part, I am lietermined not to 
have any more of his friendship, or to take him as 
my associate in trade ; though 1 cannot vouch for 
what may happen in my next birth. This is mj- 
present resolution. But what the divine will may 

be, I cannot say. ^ 

Id >jepteinbei' l7Ut), or :^0lli At:ani vf 

Akshai/i'. — Chinncx Mudali came to me this morning. 
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and communicated the following information. 
Maduraiiayagam, the pastor of the church of St. 
Paul at Mylapore, sent a letter on palmyra leaf 
to him, which he yesterday interpreted to the Gov- 
ernor. The contents were as follows. The eight 
ships of war which sailed from Pondichery arrived 
at Madras last Monday, at 8 in tlie morning, and 
fii-ed a broadside at a country sloop and an English 
ship which were lying in the roadstead. There- 
upon the artillery in the fort and the guns of 
two ships were turned upon them. The tiring was 
continued until 10, when the squadron moved oft' 
to Mylapore, then put to sea, and disappeared from 
sight.* 

Twenty-five of those on board the ships lying 
in the roads were killed in the action, and their 
bodies were interred on shore. Amongst the fallen 
were ten Englishmen, the remaining fifteen being 
lascars and members of the native crew. One of 
the shot fired by the French fell at NariyankSdu,t 
and another struck the upper storey of an English- 
man’s house, smashing the glass doors, crockery, 
etc. The letter further stated that the wife of Mr. 
Morse, the Governor of Madras, had since removed 
to Mylapore, and that the English ships which 


» For a hithorto unpublished account of this, see appeudix, 
t This is the native quarter to the south-west of Chintadripet in 
Madras. It is about a mile and-a-half in a direct line from tlie sea wall of 
the fort. 
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Chimia Mudali told me that when he inter nrete<l thmna 

^ Mudali 

this narrative to the Governor, he cast his eyes 1,',';^^,:'’''' 
upwards, bit his lips, and inveighed against the on hearing 
French ships for retiring without following up their 


success. He then handed the palmyra-leaf letter Anaiiamis 
to me. I read it, aad found the contents to be as 

^ diarist. 


stated above. 


This morning, the Governor went to Ozhukarai oovenior 

° liasses 

to see M. de la Bourdonnais. He passed by the rtfsanefy 
distillery; and perceiving him, 1 made my obeisance. 

As he went along, he cast a look towards the 
distillery, the palanquin, and the torches. As he was 
proceeding through the Palla Street , Chinna Mudali chimm 
met him. Behind him came the peon who had “ofemml 
brought the letter from the Xawab to the Gov- 
ernor asking for a decision in Suga Sing’s suit, 
and his recall. Whether this man was instigated by 
Chinna Mudali and Madananda Pandit, or by Suga 
Sing himself, I do not know, but, after saluting the 
Governor, he cried aloud. The Goveimor beckoned Go\ eruot 

sends him 

Chinna Mudali to him, and directed him to tell me {.“suodfc 
to expedite the finding in Suga Sing’s suit. of Suga 

Chinna Mudali came to me at the arecanut 


storehouse, and delivered the message with which He drivers 

tlie mess- 

he had been charged by the (rovernoi’. I told him 
that the case had been disposed of, and that I had 
not as yet found a fitting opportunity to apprise the 
Governor of the fact. I asked him whether this 
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was not known to him also, and then desired him to 
address a letter to the Xaw^b infoi'ming him that 
the suit had been decided, and that the peon was 
therefore being sent back. He told me that Suga 
Sing should also go. I said that there was no 
objection to his doing so. We next seated ourselves 
on the street pial, and he communicated to me the 
particulars — as related in another place — contained 
in a palm}’ra-leaf letter, of the arrival of the French 
ships at Madras, and of the fighting that took place 
there. 

I surmise that the object of the Governor in 
paying a visit to M. de la Bourdonnais was to concert 
measures with him to expedite the attack on Madras. 
I am strengthened in my conjecture by the fact 
that, when he heard the news from Madras, the 
Governor rolled his eyes upward, bit his lips, and 
asked why the French had not followed up their 
victory. Everything will be known in due season. 

When the Governor was returning from his visit 
to M. de la Bourdonnais, at half-past 10, he again 
glanced at my distillery, palanquin, and torches. 
On reaching his house, he sent for MM. E^aradis and 
Barthelemy, and ordered his coach and six to be 
made ready. When it was intimated to him that 
the horses had been sent to Ariyaiikuppam. he 
directed the piilani|uin to lie brought, with four of 
my palanquin be.arers. He then countermanded 
this order, and gave instructions that the one-horse 
carriage should be brought round, and he desired 
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MM. Paradis and Barthelemy to precede him in this. 
Before another convej’ance for his use could arrive, 
he commenced to bluster and swear, and despatched 
some twenty or thirty persons, one after another, 
to fetch it. At last it arrived ; he got in, and 
at half-past 11, drove away to Ariyankuppam, to 
his wife. 

The (lovernor being absent for the rest of this 
day, there is nothing more of consequence to relate. 

I received, this evening, a letter written from 
Madras by 'I'irumalai Pillai, the sou of ray father’s 
elder brother, announcing the proposed celebration 
of the marriage, at about tive Indian hours after 
sunset on Wednesday, 26th Avani of Akshaya [7th 
September 1746] of Ids son Venkatfudialara. in 
return I sent & reph' forwarding a draft tipon Bala 
jVluttu Chetti of Saidapet, a broker in cloths, for b(» 
pagodas, as mj' contribution towards the expensf;s 
of the wedding. 

Fridinj, 2ii(l Srj/tenibci' ITkG, Aram nj 

Ahshaija . — An examination of the Knglish broad- 
cloth in the storehouse at the fort, disclosed that this 
article was beginning to be attacked b} insects. 
Nesrlect for another two months would have resulted 
in the whole of the stuff being destroyed. Tliaiik 
God, the inspection now made has saved it. Onl\ 
a few bales — about five or six in uunibei' — have 
been injured. There were about seventeen vv hicli 
appeared to be in a sound condition. We took all 
these, as also six selected from such as were torn or 
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otherwise damaged in packing or during transit, and 
another six from amongst those that were moth- 
eaten, damp, and shrunken. We thus received in 
all twenty-nine bales, and one roll ; each bale con- 
sisting of six rolls — two of lac colour, two of orange 
and two green. This year, a consignment of thin 
broad-cloth, known as ‘ Mocha ’ * stuff to the natives, 
and ‘ Londriu ’ to the Europeans, was received. 
Each bale of this consisted of five rolls of crimson 
and five of green. As ten of the bales have to be 
forwarded to Chandernagore, broad-cloth coloured 
white, yellow, and scarlet, was not received on this 
occasion. M. Cornet gave us also 100 bales of the 
green ; ninety-six in one lot, and the remaining 
four in another. Port Suhbaiyan has informed me 
that ;\I. Cornet said that he would charge a pagoda 
and-a-half a yard for this sort. 

Whilst I was in the fort, M. de la Bourdonnais 
sent a letter to one M. de Fontbrune, the contents 
of which were as follows : “ Yesterday, as onr 
squadron of eight .sail was on its way from Madras 
and was passing close to Covelong, it met an English 
ship and a sloop returning from a voyage to 
Bencoolen. The squadron captured both. You will 
see them the day after to-morrow. In the ship 
there are two young elephants, three horses, from 


* This waH Eiig'lish broad-cloth, and was called Moeha by the uativea , 
as long before ii became an article of roofular trade ir had found its wav 
to Mocha, whence the Arab traders brought it further east. When the 
French came to deal in it they gave it the name of “ Londrin. ’ 
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Aclieen, sulphur, frankincense, lead, some opium, 
gold, and similar articles. You have never seen 
elephants. You can examine these animals, the 
Acheen horses, and the gold, which is the produce 
of that country.” He read this letter in the 
presence of M. Legou, M. Dulaurens, and M. Miran. 
The young M. Miran, -who was also present and 
I’ead the letter, hurried to the shop in the cloth 
market, where MM. Cornet, Duplan, Duplessis, 
Panon, Plaisanes who commands the soldiers, and I, 
were engaged in the inspection of bales of broad- 
cloth, and taking off his hat, exultantly repeated 
to everyone the contents of the letter, as recorded 
above. I remarked to him that if elephants and 
horses formed part of the cargo, the ship was not 
likely to have come from Bencoolen, and said that I 
thought that she must have visited places such as 
Queda, Acheen, and Perak, 

All those present said that my opinion was 
correct. It was reported that the ship belonged 
to Messrs. Morse and Monson. 

The Governor and M. Paradis went to Ozhu- 
karai in a carriage drawn bj- six horses to visit 
M. de la Bourdonnais, and returned by 10 in the 
morning. 

This is what M. Miran told me ; — 

One M. de Louche had a fight with two English 
ships on their way to Bombay, and captured one 
of them. He left his own sloop at Mahe, and was 
about to proceed to Chandernagore, on board the 
34 
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prize. Tlio.se at Mahe said to him ; “ Seven ships 
are coming from France ; you can accompany 
them ; it is not adinsable for you to start alone ; 
there are English hanging about, do not go by 
yourself.” His ill fortune would not permit him to 
listen to their advice, or to stay. He replied : “ If 
my luck was not good, would it be likely that this 
prize would have fallen into my hands ? Perhaps 
I may capture some more.” So saying, he set out. 
When near Trincomalee, he was fallen in with by 
the English, and was caught as it were in a tiger’s 
mouth. They seized him and his ship, and landed 
him at Madras. Twenty-five Coffres from J\Iasca- 
reigne were taken along with him, and they, too, are 
at Madras. 

Some two or three days ago, the Governor also 
communicated similar news. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

FR03I SEPTEMFR 3RL\ TO SEPTEMBER 

IITII, 171^6. 

Govuinor and M. Paradis again visit M. de la Bouidonnais— Formor sups 
with his wife at Ariyankuppam, and returns home — Diarist submits 
to Governor decision in a certain suit, and receives instructions 
thereon — Letter to (iovernor from Ghniam Husain — After alluding 
to certain financial matters, it asks assistance by sea against the 
Dutch — And promises, in return, to make over certain ports at present 
possessed by that nation — Governor laughs on hearing this, and does 
not order reply — Message sent by Madame Barneval to the Governor — 
Informs him of contemptuous language of English at Madras with 
regard to the recent attack on shipping there — And asks why French 
withdrew — News regarding alarm of English contained in letter of per- 
son conveying message fiom Madame Barneval — Governor asKs diarist 
what Ghulam Husain has written to him— Speaks to him concerning 
a certain draft — Conversation regarding proposals made by Ghuiam 
Husain touching the Dutch —Governor expresses opinion that as the 
French are not at war with that nation, the offer cannot be accepted — 
-isks the news regarding Madras— Diarist before replying seeks to 
asoeitain his views— And alludes to the alarm created in the past hy 
the mere prospect of attack— Governor observes that M. de la Bour- 
donnais was the cause of this being allayed— Diarist on this 
proceeds first to tell him what the English have said of the French, and 
then to Hatter him outrageously — And winds up by expressing bis 
opinion as to the action of M. de la Bourdounais —Governor replies — 
States what passed oetween him and M. de la Bourdounais — 
And refers to the difference which arose between tiiem — Blames 
Ministry in France for all that has occuiTed— Diarist obseives that 
M. Orry is responsible — Discussion on this point — Governor remarks 
that M. de la Uourdonnais saved himself from punishment lor 
previous misdeeds, by bribes to W. Falvy —Diarist attributes to same 
cause contiuned inattention to complaints against him ; as also his 
promotion — Governor exclaims that diarist knows every thing— And 
desires him to enligliten otheis — Diarist suggests that this unneces- 
sary, as fame of Governor is theme of popular songs —Governor ex- 
presses wish that reputation of French should be known far and wide — 
Abuses M. do la Bourdounais —Diarist replies, aud urges that if Madras 
is uot taken, prestige ot the French will suffer —Governor leplyine. 
refers to the perverse action of M. de la- Bourdonnais — And savs 1 hat 
he will see that Madras is eaptureil — Governor indicates to diarist lioe 
to 1)0 followed ill liis conversations with otiier natives regarding the 
state of affairs — On the ground that his private fiiiaiiees have been 
criiipled by expenditure for the expedition, begs diarist to look 
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carefully to investments made for him — Translation of letter from 
Mylapore brought to Governor — Who, on reading it, says that M. de la 
Bourdonnais has brought dishonour on the French — Diarist remarks 
that if Madras is not taken, Pondichery had better be abandoned — 
Governor agreeing, alleges that greed of money is the motive influencing 
M. dela Bourdonnais — MM. d’Esprem^nil and Paradis arrive, and accom* 
pany Governor to M . de la Bourdonnais — Arrivals from Madras describe 
panic there caused by the expedition — And state that small force 
could have captured fort — Diarist untruthfully informs Governor that 
he was told that it might be taken in two days — Refers to the capture 
of the two English ships— Governor remarks that the priiies are of 
small account — Letter to Governor from Nawab — Warns him that 
farther operations against Madras will involve his displeasure — 
evasive reply of Governor— He gives instructions tc diarist touching a 
certain loan to the Company — Inconsequence, diarist has interview 
with J’afar Sahib — Who solicits his good otfices touching proposals of 
Ghalam Husain with regard to Dutch — Chiunu Mudali informs diarist 
of intended appeal by widow of Kanukaraya Mudali — And suggests 
tnat the Council should confirm his title — Diarist agrees to speak to 
Governor— Conversation with Governor concerning the matter of the 
oan to the Company— At request of Chinna Mudali, diarist meets him 
at Governor’s house — Being asked their errand, former mentions the 
appeal, and asks that his title may be confirmed — Governor consents 
to presentation of petition — Sends for diarist, and questions him as to 
the truth of story told by Chinna Mudali — Bids him not to sell his 
horse cheaply to M. de la Bourdonnais, or order manufacture of 
goods for him— Finally permits him to do the latter, to the extent of 
advances made — Statement of broad-cloth purchased by diarist from 
Company — Trade transactions with M. dela Villebague— Diarist visits 
festival at Ariyankuppam — Governor directs collection of horses for 
expedition against Madras — Goes to Aiiyankuppam, but returns sud- 
denly —Another letter to Governor from Xawab — States that as former 
instructions were not obeyed, advance will be made on Pondichery 
— Reply to this — Sixteen horses procured for expedition — Letters from 
Governor to Xawab and Xiram — Explain grounds for proposed attack 
on Madras — And ask co-operation — Persons to whom copies sent — 
Letters to certain amaldars requesting assistance — Embarkation of 
troops — M. de la Bourdonnais takes leave of Governor -And embarks 
under salute — Administrative arrangements to be made on capture of 
Madras — Final embarkation of troops and stores — Dubash considered 
necessary — Diarist’s brother selected — Certain clerks deputed to 
accompany him — Town gates closed. 

Saiurthiy, 3nl Sppfemher 17^6, or 22ud Amni 
of AHliatja . — There was nothing particular to-daj. 
In the afternoon, the Governor, accompanied bj 
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M. Paradis, travelled in a carriage to Ozhukarai to 
see M. de la Bourdonnais, and after conversing 
with him went on to Xellitoppu, whence he drove 
to his wife at Ariy^nkuppam, had supper with her, 
and returned home by 10. 

At half-past 1 1 to-day, I waited on the Gover- 
nor, taking with me the parties and the arbitrators 
in the suit of Suga Sing, and informed him that the 
case had been decided. I submitted to him a copy 
in French of the judgment. He read it, and bade 
me tell the parties that payment should be made 
in accordance with the decree, and that they could 
then depart. I informed him that they had agreed, 
and were making the necessary arrangement.?. He 
then said: “Let them go.” Thereupon we took 
leave of him, and returned. 

Suvdaij, hth S^'jdember 17i6, or SSrd Aranl of 
Alcshni/a. — To-day, two Company’s peons brought a 
letter from Mir GhuMm Husain of Tinnevelly. This 
was in reply to the complimentary missive which the 
Governor had sent by them advising Mir Ghulam 
Husain of the advent of ships from France, and of 
his intention to at once pay the interest which had 
accrued on the lakh of rupees lent to him, and return 
the principal on the arrival of some more ships which 
were shortly expected. The reply ran as follows : 
“ I am in receipt of your letter, which has given me 
much pleasure. Now, in compliance with what you 
have written, calculate the interest due to me, and 
give it to my father ; let the principal continue with 
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you; what does it signify if it remains in your hands 
or mine? Let it therefore be with you. Besides, on 
the coast of the kingdom of Dravicla, which we * have 
recently conquered, the Dutch possess fine harbours 
at Kayal,t Tuticorin,t and Kulasekarapattanam.f 
In the neighbourhood of these are fisheries of 
pearls and chanks,|: and mines of cat’s-eyes, which 
yield a very large revenue : I will put you in pos- 
session of these places. You must, in order to 
expel the Dutch, help me with your ships by 
attacks from the sea, whilst I employ my troops and 
horses, to fight by land. If we oppose them by 
both land and sea, they cannot stand before us. 
Then I will drive them out, and put you in possession 
of the harbours which I have mentioned. As to the 
arrangements to be entered into between us, I have 
spoken to the man sent by Auauda Ranga Pillai, to 
whom I have also forwarded a letter. He will 
communicate with you as regards all these. Please 
attend to my request.” Chinna Mudali and Mada- 
nanda Paudit read and explained the letter to the 
Governor, as written above. He only laughed at 
what it contained, and said nothing to Chinna 
Mudali respecting any reply to it. 

• J.e.y the Muhammadans. 

7 Tliese were all ports (in wliat is now the Tiniievellj district) on the 
Gulf of Manaar. The tir&t was the CaH of Marcu Polo, and was in olden 
times, a large town. Tuticorin is the only one of the three which now 
possesses any importance, 

X A large univalve shell much used by Hindus for making libations^ 
and blowing as a horn at temples, etc. An exti aordiiiai ilv' high value 
is placed upon a shell of this kind in which the spiral is reversed. 
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Then there came a palm}’ra-leaf letter from one 
MaduranSyagam of Mylapore, wherein he communi- 
cated news regarding Madras which he said that 
Madame Barneval ^ had asked him to convey to the 
Governor. The letter ran thus : — 

Madame Barneval desires me to write to you 
as follows : “ The English gentlemen and ladies, 
influential Armenians, respectable natives, and 
othei-s, are talking disparagingly of the French people 
saying: ‘The French came to attack Madras; 
there was only one English ship in the roads ; 
they saw her, and not being able to overcome her, 
took to flight. They talk big, but when it comes to 
the point, they can never stand their ground. Xeed 
they have brought eight men-of-war for an e.xploit 
such as theirs ? >Vhen they put in an appearance, 
they did not fight for even three hours ! The}' seem 
to have come with the idea of seizing the place if 
they found the English asleep. ^Then the}' dis- 
covered that they were awake, they could not 
deal with even one ship, and having sustained some 
injury, took themselves off. Some say that had the 
French remained here, we shoidd have captured the 
whole fleet. Are they not ashamed to come this 
way again ? ’ Others say : ‘ If the French had not 
come here, they would at least have caused us some 
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* This was Marie Rose, tlietliiid daughter < if Madame D-upleix, by 
her first husband, M. Vinceiis. She married Fianeois Coyle de Barneval 
ho was a merchant under the British Kast India Comp.iri^, and wtis 
at the time resident at Fort St. George. 
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alarm, but now they have lost even this advantage.’ 
I cannot bear to hear words of this kind. Having 
come to make an attack, why did they retire without 
making any attempt to carry out then- purpose ? 
Write all this to my father in my name.” 

After sending this news to the Governor, as 
coming from his daughter, Maduranayagam wrote 
the following to him on his own account: “Some 
English merchants and ladies fled to Pulicat, where 
the Dutch would not allow them to remain, and drove 
them away- The annoyance and apprehension 
suffered by native merchants, officers, and men and 
women of all classes, on the day of the battle 
cannot be described. The residents of Madras, 
such as Guzerattis, Brfihmaus, Muhammadans, and 
others, who ran away from the town on that day in 
various directions, as for instance, to Poonamallee, 
KSyambcdu, NungambSkkam, and Mylapore, are 
only now returning. Their talk is exactly similar 
to that described above, and the priests at Mylapore, 
to whom it is unbearable, wish me to give you 
this news in their name. The English say that they 
have everything in readiness for war ; rumours 
such as these are being spread throughout the 
place. The ship which lay in the roads has put to 
sea.” Chinna Mudali read and explained this letter 
to the Governor, who directed that it should be 
taken to M. Mathieu, in order that it miffht be 
translated into French. Tanappa Mudali took it to 
the office of M. Mathieu. 
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The Governor then summoned me, and said : 
“ What has Mir Ghulam Husain written to you ? ” I 
replied : “ Sir, it seems that a letter to me is on 
its way with my men. One of them, being unwell, 
has remained behind. The Company’s peons who 
came in advance brought me this news.” 

He remarked: “You remember telling me that 
you were expecting to receive a draft for 10,000 
rupees; what have you to say to this?” “Yes, sir,” 
I said, “ I shall receive it soon.” He observed 
that I was very slow indeed about the matter. I 
gave him no direct answer. 

Then he said : “In the letter which Mir Gh ulam 
Husain wrote to me, he mentions that he will put us 
in possession of Kaj-al, Tuticorin, and other ports now 
in the hands of the Dutch, he wishes us to bring 
ships, and engage the Dutch at sea, whilst he fights 
them by land, and he has stated that all arrange- 
ments to be made hereafter with regard to this will be 
communicated by you to me.” I replied ; “Sir, has 
he written thus ? They are good places, as there are 
fisheries of pearls and chunks, and there are mines of 
cat’s-eyes and sapphires. Some misunderstanding 
and ill-will apparently exists between Mir Gh ulam 
Husain and the Dutch, and this must be the reason 
why he wrote to you,” He then observed : “ If he 
is at peace with the Dutch, why should he write that 
he would give us those ports? If the reverse was 
not the case why should he ask us to make war on 
them by sea whilst he, with Mahfuz Kh an, does the 
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same by land? This, no doubt, is a good opportunity. 
The Company has nowhere places like these. If we 
were at war with the Dutch — as we are with the 
Enoflish — and if a chance such as this offered, we 
could possess ourselves of them. But as we are not, 
we cannot assent to his demand,” I exclaimed: “ Do 
you mean then, that your reply to Mir Ghuldm 
Husain’s letter is that you will not consent to his 
proposal?” “Yes,” he replied, “That is what I 
intend to write to him.” 

Ho asked me then what news there was about 
Madras ? I thought that I ought not to give him an 
answer in a hurry, and without making myself fully 
acquainted with his views. I therefore said : “ Sir, 
even prior to the departure of the expedition, and 
when our ships had not yet arrived, the circumstance 
that you went to Ozhukarai to dine, and drove to 
Mortandi GhSvadi, created in the minds of the 
English the apprehension that you meditated an 
advance oii Madras, or Fort St. David. Those at 
the former, believing that they would be attacked, 
closed the gates of the fort and city, bade the 
inhabitants of the latter seek places of refuge else- 
where, and busied themselves day and night, without 
a moment’s rest, in getting their cannon ready ; 
content if they saved their fort, and careless as to the 
fate of the town. They trembled with fear at the 
thought of the impending danger, which benumbed 
all their faculties, and filled them with terror. Ten 
or twelve times did the jjeople of Fort St. David and 
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Cuddalore, similarly alarmed, flee from their homes, 
betaking themselves to Porto i^sovo, and by their 
numbers raising that village to the position of a city.” 

The Governor replied: ‘'Although Madras was at 
one time in such a great state of alarm, it was M. de la 
Bourdonnais who relieved it from this by sending his 
squadron to attack it.” When I understood what 
his views were, I suited my answers to them. I do 
not give in detail his questions and my answers. I 
record only a brief outline of them. 

I remarked to the Governor : “ People speak in 
a highly uncomplimentary way of the expedition 
against Madras, recently undertaken by the Prench. 
Their remarks are to the following effect ; ‘ The 
French came to 3Iadras to give battle to the 
English, but no sooner did they feel the weight of 
the fire of their enemy’s ships and fort, than they 
took to flight. This is typical of the French nation, 
who to outward appearance are valiant, but when 
a crisis actually arises have no power of endurance. 
Why on earth have they assailed us, and returned 
with dishonour? But for this undertaking, they 
would have maintained at least a semblance of power. 
It will go hard with them in future. You will 
see how Pondichery will be harassed. Hereafter, 
every day will be one of disaster to it.’ It is in con- 
temptuous terms such as these that the prowess of 
the French is spoken of. 

At Arcot, in Mysoj’e and in all the cities 
on the coast, the Governor of Pondichery has 
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unanimously been regarded as an administrator of 
transcendant ability, who, in spite of an empty 
exchequer, and commercial inactivity arising from 
the non-arrival of the trade-ships, carried on 
the affairs of that settlement without a shadow of 
embarrassment, and who with a view to infuse fear 
into the hearts of his enemies, and deter them from 
approaching this town, has maintained here a force 
of Mah4 sepoys, and kept ready to hand a supply 
of powder, ball, and other munitions of war. The 
combination in him of tact, resource, heroism, 
military sagacity, and reserve, render him without 
an equal, and place him far above his fellow men. 
All ask themselves whether one of this stamp, who 
eagerly desired an opportunity of avenging himself 
upon the English for their taunts and jeers, would 
now that he had been reinforced with men, money, 
and ships, fail to capture Madras and Fort St. 
David. They are, without exception, of opinion 
that the English can have no longer a hold on this 
coast. It seems as though M. de la Bourdonnais, 
by his recent demonstration before Madras, from 
which he retired after firing a few cannon shot, 
undertook to ruin the reputation which vou have 
acquired. They saj’’ that it was an unwise measure, 
and entailed loss of honour,” 

I spoke in these flattering terms of the excellence 
of his administration. Thereupon he exclaimed : 
“Ah, Rangappa ! 1 need not mention to you with 
what zeal and care I have been working. Do you not 
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know how, when T once set out to drive to Ozhukarai, 
the people of Fort St. David and Cuddalore ded from 
their homes, and how Madras was thereby thrown 
into a state of utter alarm ? M. de la Bourdon- 
nais, an utterly petty-minded man, and one entirely 
regardless of the blow which the honour of the 
French has sustained, informed me that the orders 
given to him were to fight at sea, and not on land. 
I thereupon read to him sevei*al communications 
showing all the evil deeds that the English had 
perpetrated, and impressed upon him that these 
occurrences could not have been within the knowl- 
edge of the authorities in France when thev issued 
their orders to him. 1 ev'en suggested to him that 
should they become cognisant of the actual state 
of affairs, they might take him to task for not 
co-operating with me. I also assigned other reasons, 
in the hope of persuading him to act in concert with 
me. At last, he said tliat he Avould accompany the 
expedition, but required that he should be furnished 
with an order from the Council. I then asked him 
whether I had made all the preparations which I had, 
without consulting him, and had a long conversation 
with him on the subject. He is, however, an artful 
man. Although he was a party to the arrangement, 
he has made me alone bear the Avhole expense, and has 
thus impoverished, and ruined me. On his arrival, 
he was but a pauper, bringing nothing with him 
but the woollen coat which he wore. Did you not 
then see him with your own eyes ? You are a 
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shrewd man, and there is scarcely anything of which 
yen are not aware. The Ministers of the King of 
France are the cause of all this.” 

T observed: “Their predecessors acted differ- 
ently. It is the present Controller-General M. Orry, 
who is accountable for this mismanagement.” 

“Not he, but his brother” was the Governor’s 
reply. 

1 then remarked : “It is true that it is traceable 
primarily to M. de Fulvy, who is a receiver of bribes. 
But the functionary directly responsible, and whom 
he influences, is the Controller-General : the blame, 
therefore, lies at the door of the latter.” 

He admitted the truth of what I said, and 
continued ; “ For his misdeeds at Mascareigne, M. 
de la Bourdonnais was recalled, and was about to 
be rewarded with a rope about his neck, when he 
effected his escape by propitiating M. de Fulvy with 
abundant gifts.” 

I replied : “ Even now complaints are preferred 
by the inhabitants of Mascareigne and Mauritius 
against his acts of injustice, but they pass unnoticed 
on account of the bribe.s lavished on M. de Fulvy. 
M. de la Bourdonnais no doubt owes his pi’esent 
appointment us Admiral to the same venalitv.” 

The Governor exclaimed: “Your words indicate 
an accurate knowledge of facts. There is nothinff 
concerning either the state of affairs in Europe, 
or tlie proceedings conducted by me here, or the 
measures taken by M. de la Bourdonnais, with which 
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joii are not acquainted. But people here, and the 
Muhammadan nobles outside Pondicherry, can have 
no knowledge of these raattei’s, and might conse- 
quently impute the delay in the expedition against 
Madras to me. You should therefore disabuse their 
minds of any such impression, and enlighten them 
as to the actual facts.” 

I replied : “ Surely this is not a matter regarding 
which they require anj' thing said to them. Your 
fame has spread far and wide— from Golconda in 
the north, down to Arcot, Mysore and Negapatam. 
The courage with which, when unprovided with 
ships, you upheld the prestige of Pondichery, your 
determination to take Madras, and the expected 
success of your plans, are the themes of songs which 
have been composed, and are being sung.” 

“ Who has caused these to be sung,” asked he. 

“They are sung in public,” I replied. 

“ Sung in this town P ” 

“ Yes, in this very town ; by the people.” 

He burst into a laugh, and then exclaimed : — 

“ My desire is that the fame of the French 
should reach the Court of Delhi, and that it should 
be known far and Avide that they are a brave and 
heroic nation, and have, for an act Avhich tarnished 
their honour, rooted the English out of this land. 
My further wish is that this should serve as a 
lesson to others, and bring home to their minds 
that the French are not a people Avhich will with 
impunity brook being crossed. But that dog, M. 
de la Bourdonnais, tlnvarts all my designs.” 
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1 replied : “ The public are ignorant of the 
venality of the Ministers, to «'hich M. de la Bour- 
donnais is indebted for his appointment, and to 
which is to be attributed the decline of the repu- 
tation of the French. The rumour goes in Arcot 
and elsewhere that the Governor of Pondicherj is 
a brave officer, and able ruler, that he is much 
incensed against the English fora slight which they 
have cast on the French, and that as a force of 
ships has reached him from France he will no longer 
suffer them to retain possession of Madras, Fort 
St. David, and Cufldalore. It is therefore manifest 
that, if iladras remains uncaptured, the name of 
the French will suffer. There is, of course, nothing 
unknown to you, and you should forgive me, if 
through ignorance I have said anything wrong.” 

I also touched on other matters tending to 
provoke him further. 

He replied : “ You say only what is true, Kan- 
gappa. But what can I do ? I am making all 
possible efforts.” 

“ ]\r. de la Bourdonnais canuot disregard the 
order issued by the Council ” said I. 

He replied ; ” When M. de la Bourdonnais was 
told that an order of the Council would be given to 
him, he pleaded illness, and said that he would set out 
on the expedition as soon as he feit better, I there- 
upon suggested to him that during his absence on 
account of ill-health, be might depute some other 
suitable officer for the command. His answer to 
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this was that it was a business the execution of which 
rendered his presence indispensable. Nevertheless, 
I have not abandoned the undertaking. I will — 
come what may — sre to the capture of Madras.” 

I added : “ If this be not done your reputation, 
which extends far and wide — even to Delhi — will 
suffer.” 

Agreeing with me that the result would be 
as I indicated, he said to me: “You must^ in 
your conversation with the Muhammadans and 
Hindus, mention what my views are, how enthusi- 
astic I am over the affair, and how basely M. de 
la Bourdonnais throws impediments in the way of 
the execution of my plans.” 

I answered : “ Even now these matters form a 
common subject for discussion, and 1 will certainly 
introduce them in the course of my conversations 
with others.” 

The Governor then remarked : “ All this has 
been an enormous drain on ray resources. You 
should make my concerns as profitable as possible. 
You can manage that. There have been losses at 
sea for the last two years ; there is a lull in trade 
and business, expenses are running high, and 
day after day additionrl items involving large 
outlay are pouring in. Such being the circum- 
stances in which I am placed, you must, give this 
matter your constant and unremitting attention.” 

I exclaimed : “ I am ever at jmur service, and will 
do as you bid me. My acts will speak for themselves.” 

36 
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As w'e were tlius talking together, M. Mathieu 
brought the translation of the palmyra-leaf letter 
addressed to Ohinna Mndali from Mylapore— the 
particulars of which have already been given. 
It was read to me. The Governor turning to me 
observed : “ It is just as you told me ; the 

Muhatnmadan, Hindu, and European gentry, with 
one accord, speak disparagingly of us. Look at 
this ! Did M. de la Bourdonnais, who planned the 
expedition, capture even a single ship in the roads 
there? It would have been far more creditable 
had it not been sent at all. His behaviour has now 
brought infamy upon us. This de la Bourdonnais — 
because the Ministers did not specifically state m their 
orders to iiitu that he should take my advice, and act 
in consultation with me — this dog de la Boui donnais 
has done a deed, the only results of which are igno- 
rainy and contempt. He failed to take Madras, which 
was in reality a work of no more than half an Indian 
hour, and did not even capture the single ship that 
was there. His action has heen like child’s play, and 
has brought disgrace and dishonour on our naine.” 

I said : “ I already told y’ou that this was a 
matter in which our honour was seriously involved ; 
that Madras must without fail be captured, and 
that if there was default in this, the French had 
better abandon Pondichery, and return home.” 

He replied : “ You are right. In view of the 
respect in which our name has been held in this 
country, it is far better, if Madras is not to be 
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taken, that we should do this. But little does M. 
de la Bourdonnais care what befalls the good name 
of France. The only motive by which he is actuated 
is greed of money. He obtains from Madras bales 
upon bales of chintz, and coarse and other kinds of 
cloths. I have now put a stop to the importation 
of these goods. ” 

He dwelt upon this subject for about four Indian 
hours. I all along continued to express views 
in consonance with his inclinations, praising him 
unreservedly wherever I could. 

M. d’Espremenil then arrived. The translation 
was shown to him, and he also perused it. It was 
subsequently despatched to M. de la Bourdonnais by 
the Governor’s mace-bearer. Half an Indian hour 
afterwards, M. Paradis came, and the Governor, 
accompanied by these two gentlemen, then repaired 
to the house of M. de la Bourdonnais. 

The Muhammadan gentlemen who recently 
arrived from Madras informed me that as soon as the 
eight French ships arrived off Madras, the Governor, 
Mr. Morse, sent his wife with all his treasure 
to Pulicat, that this circumstance had so much 
terrified the citizens of Madras that the wealthy 
had deserted their homes, that the English who 
remained were paralj'sed with fear, that if at this 
juncture 500 soldiers had landed from the ships, 
the fort would have fallen into the possession of 
the French ; that they had imprudently missed this 
opportunity, that the English had since recovered 


Chap. 

XXVI. 

17IG. 

Guvoruor 

tigrees ; 

observtng 
rh it only 
nioTi\'t‘ 
atTiiutiiig 
M. lie hi 
Buurdou- 
lull*' IS 
gret'd of 
innuey. 

Diiii'ist 
continues 
h s 

ntitteries. 


31, (rE'>pre- 
jucnil ana 
Pai’adjs 
ainve and 
iK’i'ompany 
Govctiioi* to 
.M. (le la 
Btairdon- 
iiais. 


inaUans^ 
Iroin 
ihidriis 
describe 
tile panic 
tliere 
caviled 1 
by the 
expedition. 


And states] 
t luit a \ ( vy 
snutU force 
could then 
liav e 
captured 
loit. 



284 


ANANDA BAirQA Ftf,iAl*S DIARt. 


Chap. 

XXVI. 

1746. 


Diarist 
uutrath- 
fully states 
to Governor 
thit he was 
told that 
fort can 
be taken in 
two days. 


Refers to 
capture 
of English 
ships. 


Govei tior 
remarks 
that the 
prizes are 
of small 
account. 


Det ter from 
Naw'ab to 
Governor. 


their courage and had grown wary, and that it was 
only with some effort that they could now be dispos- 
sessed of the fort. This was the opinion of Asad 
Silhib, Haidar Sahib, and other Muhammadans. 

Withoutcommunicating, in their entirety, all these 
details to the Governor, I informed him that they 
had said that the fort could have been taken in two 
days. I further told him, as having heard it from 
the same individuals, the news that the French had 
captured a ship and a .sloop belonging to the English, 
whicli had on board valuables worth a lakh of 
pagodas. He replied that they carried gold and 
silver worth 50,0^0 dollars, two calf elephants, and 
three horses, but no other cargo. I said : “ What 
will thi.s come to ?” He exclaimed : “ Oh ! Is this 
a prize to be made raucb account of when compared 
with the expense incurred ? It wdll be appropriated 
as follows : two-thirds to the Company, and the 
remainder to the fighting crew of the ship ; even the 
lascars will participate according to their grades.” 

Monday, 5th /September 1745, or 24th Arani of 
Akshaya . — The Governor received a letter from the 
NawSb, the contents of which were as follow : 
“ The fleet which you despatched for the attack on 
Madras * has so much disquieted the minds of the 


♦ In the original, the word used is Padsha-l andar (Emperor’s landing 
place). From the conteit there cannot be the slightest doubt that it 
refers to Madras. It ocenrs in the sam? sense in two other passages later 
on (pp. 292 and 21)3). How this name came to be applied to Madras has 
not been discovered. 
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merchants and inhabitants of that city, including 
Navaits and all other classes of Muhammadans, that 
they have deserted their homes, and hav'e betake/i 
themselves elsewhere. When the English, some time 
back, were planning an expedition against Pondi- 
cherj, we intervened, and prevented them from 
carrying ouc their design, it therefore comes as a 
surprise to us to learn that 3 ’ou have thought of 
carrying on warlike operations against Madras. We 
hope, however, that you will in future abstain from 
pursuing hostile measures such as these. If you do 
not, you will give us cause to be seriously provoked.” 

This letter was read to the (Governor by Mada- 
n3,nda Pandit and Tanappa Mudali, upon which he 
dictated a reply to the following effect : — 

“ Xo harm will be done to the people. The 
officers of our ships of w^ar will be guided only by 
the insti’uctions given to them by their King. I 
herewith send you l-oO oranges, which be pleased 
to accept.” 

A letter in the foregoing terms, accompanied by 
150 oranges, was accordingly despatched. 

To-day the Governor .sent for me, and said : 
“ M. Le Maire has calculated and brought to me an 
account of the interest which has accrued on the 
lakh of rupees lent by Mir Ghulam Husain to the 
Company. You had bettei’ see his father, J’afar 
Sahib, with regard to this business. His .'^on’s letter, 
received from Tinnevelh^, in the south, is at present 
with the Brahman who writes Persian, whom it is 
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desirable that you should take with j^ou. Let J’afar 
Sahib read that letter. You will then state to him 
the particulars of the loan, and the amount of interest 
due. The sum to be paid to him presently can be 
taken towards meeting tlie interest. Inform him 
that the balance will be liquidated at an early date.” 

Madanilnda Pandit and I accordingly repaired to 
J’afar Sahib, read to him the account connected with 
the loan transaction, and handed to him the letter 
received from his son. After perusing this, he com- 
plimented the Governor iu the following words: 
“ Thanks to the favour of your Governor, we reside 
here. He makes no distinction between his own 
house, and this.” I replied in suitable terms, 
alleging that I did so at the Governor’s bidding. He 
then said ; “ Let the principal continue to remain 
with the Governor. On your paying the balance of 
the interest, I will furnish yon with a receipt.” 
Finally by v'ay of compliment, he remarked to me : 
“ With reference to what is mentioned in the letter, 
concerning Kayal and Tuticorin, you should use 
your good offices Avith the Governor, and see that the 
proposal becomes au accomplished fact.” Mada- 
iianda Pandit and I then bade him farewell. J’afar 
Sabib said thit be would send bis agent Sadasiva 
Aiyan on the following morning, with the accounts. 
We said : “ It is well,’’ and went home, 

Tiienday, 6th Septt-mber 17 h6^ or 25tli Avani »J 
AkAinya. — Chiima Mudali, the brother of KanakarSya 
Mudali, said to me to-day ; “ Kanakaraya Mudali’s 
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widow has expressed her intention to appeal to the 
next Government, it will therefore be well if the 
legality of my succession be confirmed by an order of 
Council.” I replied ; “ Your claim has been declared, 
at a meeting of the leading men of eighteen castes, 
valid and legal. They have delivered an award in 
your favour, and it is in the handwriting of the town 
accountant, and signed by them and the Governor. 
Why should you entertain any doubts ? ” He 
rejoined: “An order of Council will strengthen 
my case. I may have, at any rate, to spend some- 
thing afterwards.” I then said; “Vervwell. I will 
speak to the Governor.” 

iret/ncsdt/j/, 7fh Sepfcmher 17k.6, or 26lli Avani nf 
Akshaya. — The Governor asked me how the accounts 
of Mir fihuHm Husain stood. I replied ; “ The state- 
ment of debts and interest prepared by M. Le Maire 
is correct, but half a month still remait)s to be written 
up.” Upon this, the Governor completed it with his 
own hand. I then observed : “ There is an entry of 
a payment of 4,000 rui)ees by Tarwadi.” d’he Gov- 
ernor replied : “ According to the statement, the 
Company’s accounts are correct. There is an entry in 
those connected with Mir Ghulam Ilu.sain to the effect 
that the warehousekeeper at the fort has paid him 
Rs. 4,000, through Tarwadi. It is of course true tfiat 
this man was asked to pay the amount. The monev 
has not melted away, and vanished. Would it not 
be advisable to borrow from the Company the whole 
amount required, and pay him Rs. 4,000 tlierefrom ? ” 
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1 said that I would send for Tarwadi, speak to him, 
and communicate the result. He bade me do so. 

This morning, ( /hinna Mudali despatched his peon 
Arunachalam to beg me to go to the Governor’s house 
soon, as I had agreed to do yesteixh'j. I accordingly 
went. Tanap pa Mudali was already there. He and 
I then entered the presence of the G overnor, who was 
alone, and w'e saluted him. He asked us what our 
errand was. Chinna Mudali said to him as follows : 
“ Xakshatram, the widow of the deceased Kanakar^’a 
Mudali, intends memorializing the next Government 
in regard to her husband’s estate. She has already 
drawn up the petition. She is complaining to every- 
body that she has been treated with great injustice, 
and that, by making some gifts to you, I have had the 
dispute decided in my favour ; and she avers that she 
will not let the matter drop. Although her appeal 
may not prove successful, I shall certainly have to 
incur some expenditure in consequence of it. We 
therefore consider it desirable to procure, during 
your tenure of office, au order of Council on the 
subject.” The Governor then said to me : “ Ts this 
a matter for the Council’s interference ? ” I replied : 
“ During the government of M. de la Prevostiere, 
there was a parallel case in which an award delivered 
by arbitrators from all the eighteen castes was con- 
firmed by the Council. Again, the dispute between 
Vira Mudali and me, which was determined by a 
reference to arbitration, was taken cognizance of by 
the Council, in M. Lenoir’s time, and orders were 
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passed upon it.” Upon this, the Gorernor said : 
“ Very well, draw up a petition, and bring me with 
it a translation of the award delivered by the 
arbitrators.” Tanappa Mudali and I then retired. 

The Governor subsequently sent for me, and 
said : “ Is it true that the widow of the late Kanaka- 
r^ya Mudali has stated as is alleged ? ” I answered : 
“ This is what Chinna Mudali says, and would he 
do so unless there was some foundation for it 't I, 
personally, have not heard any report to that effect.” 
The Governor then observed : “ I hear that M. de 
la Bourdonnais has asked for your horse. Do not 
part with it for a low price.” I replied ; ” Sir, the 
animal is a country bred. Nobody would purchase it 
for 4h0 rupees. But he has paid 600 rupees for it.” 
He then said ; “ Do not order manufacture of any 
goods indented for by M. de la Bourdonnais.” I 
replied : ” When I informed you once before that he 
had requested me to supply some merchandise, you 
permitted me to comply with his request. I there- 
upon received some money from him. I will now 
return it to him. ” He then exclaimed : “ Supply 
him with the goods for which j^ou have already been 
given the money. Do not in future take anything 
from him.” I said : “ Very well,” and departed. 

There were in the fort twenty bales of broad- 
cloth, containing 200 pieces, wholly red, called, 
“ second sort, fine,” all of which I took over. 
M. Cornet has delivered to me ail the English 
37 
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broad-cloth in the storehouse, with the exception of 
six bales which were damp, torn, or mildewed. 

I was at night entertained at a banquet in 
the garden-house of Muttu Chetti. 

Thursday, 8th September 17 If 6, or 27th Avani of 
Ahshaya. — Nothing noteworthy occurred to-day at 
the Governor’s house. 

M. de la Villebague received from me the indent 
and receipt for 10,000 rupees, which he gave me on 
the 25th August, gave me another sum of 10,000 
rupees, and obtained from me a receipt for the whole 
20,000. He furnished me with a revised indent. 

As this was the concluding day of the Christian 
festival at Ariyankuppam, I returned home, after 
having seen the spectacle at the Villiyanallhr gate. 

Frida//, the 9th September 17 k6, or 28th Avani of 
Ahshaya. — M. Dupleix sent for and directed me to 
procure fifteen horse.s, stating that they were required 
for the expedition against Madras. M. d’Auteuil 
came to me twenty times to remind me of this order. 

M. Cornet said that it was the desire of the 
Governor that a supply of six or seven large brass 
pots, for boiling gram, should be sent. 

This evening, the Governor drove to Ariy^n- 
kuppam, where his wife is residing. It is said that 
he received there a letter from KarikM. Soon after 
reading it, he returned to Pondichery, giving up 
his original intention of remaining at Ariyankuppam 
for the night, and he left instructions with his wife 
to follow him next day. As no food was ready for 
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him at Pondicherj, he made a meal from dishes 
obtained from other houses. 

This day, a letter addressed to the Governor was 
received from the NawSb, and it was to the following 
effect : — 

“ In spite of our explicit instructions that you 
should forbear from attacking Madras, you have 
despatched an expedition thither. We are therefore 
not disposed to allow Pondichery to continue in your 
possession. We accordingly propose to advance 
against your town. You transgress all bounds; this 
is improper.” 

The letter was couched in these harsh terms. 
The Governor directed the despatch of a reply 
as below : — 

“ The captains of the ships of war of France 
are bound by the orders of their King ; and will 
not care to listen to the counsels of others.” 

Saturdatj, lOtli Septeinber 1746, or 29th Amni 
of Aksliaijn . — In accordance with the orders of the 
Gov'ernor, who had directed that all the horses in 
the possession of the townspeople should be obtained 
for the expedition against Madras, we collected 
thirteen animals from the natives, and three from 
the Europeans, and handed these sixteen over to the 
charge of M. d’Auteuil. 

To-day, a letter was despatched to Kawhb 
Anwar-ud-din KMn, enclosing a copy of another 
addressed to Nizam-ul-mulk. The purport of the 
communication was as follows : — 
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“ The King of France has been informed that 
the English at Madras have unjustly seized French 
ships, and that they have taken another, bound 
for Manilla, which bore the name and flag of 
Muhammad Shah the Emperor of Delhi, and was 
carrying a cargo consigned to him. The insult 
offered to the Emperor, by thus capturing a ship 
bearing his name and flag, has exceedingly enraged 
the King of France, his most faithful friend. He 
is therefore resolved that the city of Madras, which 
belongs to the English, shall be seized, and that the 
British flag which now flies there shall be torn 
down, and I’e placed by that of the French. He has 
accordingly despatched a few men-of-war to take 
Madras, and to hoist the white flag over it. We are 
carrying out the royal mandate, and you should 
help us in whatever way you can.” 

The foregoing facts were set out, in all fulness, 
on four sheets of paper. A copy was sent to Kizam- 
ul-mulk, another to Imam Sahib, and a third to 
Anwar-ud-din Khan; as also one to the vakil* 
Siibbaiyan, who was commissioned to read and show 
it to all Muhammadans. It was also rendered into 
Telugu, and the vakil was requested to show it to 
all the Telugu and Tamil gentry, and explain its 
contents. 

The letter to Nizam-nl-inulk was forwarded to 
Masulipatam, with that addressed to Im^m SS,hib, 


* An attorney ; an authorized representatiTe j an agent. 
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for transmission thence to its destination. That 
for Anwar-ud-din Kh an was despatched to Arcot, 
by two peons, and they carried one for the vakil 
Subbaiyan, who was instructed in it to report 
what occurred there. 

Letters in similar terms were also sent to the 
amaldSrs of Mylapore and Poonamallee, who were 
at the same time requested to furnish the French 
with whatever help they required. They were 
warned that should they fail to comply, they would 
be punished, and their towns would be plundered ; 
but on the other hand a promise was made tliat 
in the ev'ent of their a.ssisting with the requisite 
men and provisions, they Avould be adequately 
recompensed. These communications were handed 
over to M. d’Espremenil, for delivery to the addres- 
sees in person. 

This evening, the Mahe .sepoys and soldiers, 
destined for the attack on idadras, were put on board 
ship. All the peons in the servdce of the Company 
who lived in tiie town were mustered, and detailed 
for attendance on the different officers. The order 
was written by the Governor with his own hand. 
Peons were also collected as specified below. The 
Deputy Governor was asked to send his peon 
Muttukrishnama Aayakkan ; I, one ; Accountant 
Lakshmana Ndyakkan, four ; the Custom House, 
four; the Mint two; the Hospital, four ; and the 
members of the Council, their respective peons. 
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A hundred peons, and two native officers named 
Perayan and Anandappau, embarked; and the peons 
and soldiers who remained in the gfarrison were 
posted at the batteries. 

Sundaii, 11th Seijteiaher 17k6, or 30th Avani of 
Akshaija . — ^At 9 this morning, M. dela Bourdonnais, 
being about to set out on the expedition against 
Madras, repaired to the Governor’s house, to take 
leave of him. They conversed together for two 
Indian hours, and then went as far as the Cusioiu 
House on the beach, where M. de la Bourdonnais bade 
farewell to the Governor. Twenty-one guns were 
then fired, and another salvo of a like number was 
discharged when M . de la Bourdonnais entered the 
boat which was to take him on board. It carried two 
flags, and bore him to his ship. 

The arrangement in contemplation is that as 
soon as the fort at Madras is captured, and the 
French flag hoisted on it, M. d’Bspremenil is to 
assume the office of Governor, and M. Paradis that 
of Deputy ; all the other Europeans, including 
soldiers, Bast Indians, Mahe sepoys, and Carnatic 
peons, looking upon them as their superiors. These 
two officers, as well as M. d’Antenil captain of 
the guard, and the body guard, embarked. Thirty- 
six horses, including those belonging to the 
Company, were also taken on board. The numi- 
tions of war which had been collected during the 
last two years, and all the arms required for the 
capture of the fort, were shipped in order to obviate 
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the necessity of having to procure them later on. ch,w. 
To eive one an idea of the stores vith whicli the — 

o 1746 

exnedition was furnished, it is sufficient to mention complete- 

■T lU>s<» ot 

that even bundles of brooms were not forgotten. 

When all the supplies had been embarked, M. 

Dupleix returned home. For the reasons stated 
below, it was considered that the services of a dubash a clutch 

required, 

would be required at Madras during the time that 
operations were in progress. 

The agents of Nawab Anwar-ud-din Khan, and Reasons lor 
of the Muhammadan officers at the chief places 
near Madras, may have occasion to call on the 
French officials. The Muhammadan nobles are 
also likely to visit them. The French may also 
have to communicate with some of the horsemen 
of theNawab, with Muhammad Kamal the son of the 
NawM) by a concubine, and with the Muhammadans 
in charge of the forty horses which accompany him, 
on the pretence that they are the NawSb’s. These, 
it may be mentioned, have been obtained by the 
people of Madras through the agency of the sou 
of Mali Muhammad, the ex-amaldSr of TiruppS- 
sfir, who abandoning that office, has taken to the 
profession of a merchant at Madras. He has 
supplied this number, against 300 indented for. 

The amald^rs of Foonamallee and Mylapore, and 
others of this class, may likewise find it necessarv 
to hold intercourse with the French. 

On these gi’ounds the Governor desired me to Diary’s 

^ Di'othtir 

send mj brother Tiruv^ngadam for this duty. I selected. 
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represented that he was young and raw, and having 
had no experience of times of war, might lose his 
head; and on this ground I offered to go myself. 
He replied ; “ He is endowed with very quick parts, 

is more intelligent than yourself, and is eminently 
suited to the situation. He only should be sent. 
You cannot be spared. Yon may accompany me 
when I go.” It was evident that he would lose 
his temper if I opposed him further. I therefore 
acquiesced, but inquii’ed who of the Company’s 
clerks would accompany him. He replied : “ Send 
whomsoever you like ” ; and left the selection to 
mv option. I then arranged that Krishnaiyan the 
Hasty, and Chinna Tambu liaagappa Chetti, should 
accompany Tiruv^ngadam, and told them to prepare 
at once to start for Madras by land. 

This morning, all the gates of the town remained 
closed. The wicket at the Vazhudiivhr gate alone 
was left open, injunctions being given to the towns- 
people not to leave Pondichery. But cattle were 
allowed egress, and people from outside were free 
to come in. 
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CHAPTER XXVTr. 

FJiOJU SEPTEMBER U™, TO SEPTEMBER 

Fleet detained by delay in i'e()air of one of the ahipg — Governor sees to 
this in person— Gates remain closed — Fleet sails at nio-lit — How 
composed - G oTernor directs departure of diarist’s brother — Letters 
handed to him for delivery at Madras' Personal instructions given to 
him by Governor — Diarist advises his brother to keep a diary — And 
report to M. d’Eapr^menil anything done by M. dc la Botirdoimais 
- He starts for iladras — Omen observed on his departure considered 
not an ill one — Town gates reopened— Governor asks diarist whether 
his brother has departed — And what the instructions given to him 
were — Conversation regarding profits likely to accrue to them by this 
mission to Madras — Governor, referring to his losses, urges diarist to 
do his best for him — And desires him to instruct his brother to make 
daily reports — Diarist does so, and sends his brother njaterials for 
keeping diary — Governor asks whether news received from Madras — 
And what the Jluhammailans say as toafPairs — Di«rist tells him — And 
mentions their contemjttuous opinion of the Knglish — Governor directs 
a certain impel' to be read to them - Contents of this — Diarist instructs 
Madantinda Paiujit accordingly — flc reports coni|iliancc — Governor 
again inquires as to news from Madras — Informs diarist of receipt of 
note from M. Paradis — Diarist foretells easy capture of Madras — And 
speaks flatteringly of French nation, and Governor — Predicts that 
renown of Governor will be a source of constant pride to his family— 
And that King will appoint him prime minister— Delight of Governor 
— Speaks of diarist in the highest terms to those present — Bequests 
him to repeat what Muhammadans have said — Governor renews 
inquiries regarding Madras — Tells diarist what occurred after French 
reached Mylapore - And what took place when the auialdar lead the 
letter addressed to him — Makes ileprcciatory remarks legardiug 
Jliihammadans — And observes that conquest of India would be easy if 
it consisted of independent kingdoms — Diarist suggests that small 
force, which he uames, would be sulRcient to oust the Muhammadans 
— Governor replies that half of this would bp sufficient — Letter to 
Tanappa Mudali intimates investment of Madras— And action of 
Knglish thereupon— Governor communicates this news to the Council, 
etc. — Eemarks of diarist on hearing it — Governor conenrs with. them, 
and asks information regarding fort, etc. Letter to Governor from 
Mah^ — Reports that seven ships are on their way to Pondichcry — 
Elation of Governor —Letter from M. de la Boiirdonnais — Engage- 
ment of M. de la Touche — Diarist congratulates him — Business 
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transactions with M. Cornet — Urgent letter to Governor from Xawab 
desiring that French will liesist from attacking Madras — Governor 
directs courteous, but equivocal, reply to bo sent — Informs diarist of 
receipt of letter from M. de la Bontdonnais — And comments on con- 
duct of English reported therein — Diarist speaks flatteringly to 
Governor — Who replies — Diarist continues his flattery — Tells Gov- 
ernor of prophecy of Brahman that he would capture Madras — 
Governor remarks on intelligence of Brahmans — Diarist states Brah- 
man foretold that Governor would he created a marshal — And explains 
why he concluded that this was what the Brahman meant — Governor 
thanks him—Diarist informs him that his great deeds are the subject 
of song — Governor imputes this to him— Conversation on the .subject 
— Diarist states what the songs contain — Governor again imputes 
them to him — And directs the singing of them before him and 
Madame Dupleix - Defers this to next day— Narayana Pillai details 
conversation with Governor regarding the songs — Reply of diarist 
-Performance suddenly ordered — The audience— Song tianslated 
to Governor by Madame Dupleix ■ -Contents of it — Governor desires 
certain alterations — Directs singers to perform again after revision — 
Delight of audience — Letter to Governor from Madras — Intimates 
capture of Fort St. (ieorge — Governor causes salutes to be fired — 
Annonnoes publicly the news — And that Governor, etc., made pri- 
soners — I'hanksgiving service held — Subsequent proceedings— The 
people attend to congratulate Governor -Who orders distribution of 
sugar-candy, and directs illuminations, eto. — Promises diarist to grant 
any requests that he may make — Those made all granted — Com- 
pany’s merchants, etc., tequest permission to build wall round a 
temple— Governor promises to consider the matter, but finally 
consents — Parade of troops, and firing of salutes — Day, one of 
rejoicing. 

Monday, 12th September llkQ, or 31st Avani 
of Ahshaya. — One of the ships was nnavoidablj 
delayed, as work connected with her rudder was 
still in progress. The (rovenior repaired to the 
beach, saw to the proper fitting of the steering 
gear, caused the articles which still had to be shipped 
to lie placed on board, and then dii’ecting that a 
gun should be fired iu token of the fact that all 
arrangements had been completed, and nothing else 
remained to lie done, went home, 
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As was tho case yesterday, all the gates were 
closed, and the wicket at Vazhudavhr alotie remained 
open to admit of ingress into the town. No one 
was, however, allowed to go out. 

At half -past 8 this night, all the ships of the 
expedition against Madras set sail. The fleet con- 
sisted of M. de la Boui’donnais’ squadi-ou of seven 
ships, two country craft, and a number of sloops 
and boats. When it stood out to sea, a gun was 
fired to intimate this to the Governor. 

Tuesday, 13th September 17^6, or Isi FuruUdsi 
of Akshaiia. — d'his morning, the Governor directed 
me to tell my brother TiriuAngadam to set out with 
Kriahnaiyan the Hasty and Ohinna Tambu Hangappa 
Chetti, under escort of twenty peons. They were to 
pass through MortSudi Chavadi and Tirukkazhuk- 
kunrain, halt at Covelong, and thence mnke their 
way to Madras along the sea shore. He gave me a 
letter addressed to M. de la Bourdonnais, and two 
others to MM. d’Espremenil and Paradis, which were 
to be handed over to my brother, and he instructed 
me to despatch him at once on his journey. I 
accordhigly delivered the three letters to my brother. 
The Governor, in person, told him to see the mer- 
chants and others at Madras, and persuade them 
to settle at Pondichery with all their effects. He 
also authorised him to execute the necessary agree- 
ments, and make such conditions as he thought 
fit. These the Governor promised to ratify. He 
further enjoined on me to caution my brother to be 
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aiwayg circmuspect ; wliich I did. Tn addition to this 
I advised him to report to me, from time to time, 
what took place at Madras, ami to maintain in a 
book a concise diary of the occurrences of every 
day. I further suggested to him that inasmuch 
as M. de la Bourdonnais was accompanied by 
his brother, he should keep M. d’Espremenil and 
others informed of everything done by M. de la 
Bourdonnais that might come to his knowledge, 
and I urged on him that his conduct should be 
such as would earn the approval of the Governor. 

It was about 9 o’ck'ck when my brother set out 
with Krishuaiyau the Hasty and Rangappa Chetti. 
These being troublous times, Heaven only knows 
how uneasy i felt when he bade me farewell. Just 
as he got into the palanquin, somebody behind us 
sneezed, and Kiiujan, the interpreter of M. de la 
Touche, drew the attention of Anmachala Ghetti 
to this. I requested Arunachala Chetti to escort 
my brother as far as the Vazhudavdr gate. He did 
so, and on his return informed me that with the 
exception of the sueeze, there was no other omen — 
auspicious or otherwise. I remarked ; “ This is a 
journey which has been undertaken with misgivings 
and feelings of depression. The .sneeze signifies 
that there is no ground for anxiety, and that he will 
return to us in safety. Under the circumstances, 
the omen portends no ill.” With these words, I 
permitted him to retire. 
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All the town-gates, which for the past two day:; 
had been closed in view to prevent the residents from 
leaving, were thrown open at day -break to-day, and 
people have been going in and ont, as freely as ever. 

Wpflnesday, IJfth Sept^'.iabet 17^6, or 2nd Pwrat- 
tdsi of ATishayu. — This morning, I went to the Gov- 
ernor’s house; he was engaged in writing, and 
nothing noteworthy took place. I then walked on 
to my arecanut storehouse, where I stayed until 
noon, and thence returned home. 

In the evening at -5, the Governor, who was at the 
Vazhud&vdr gate, where a moat is being constructed, 
sent for me. In obedience to the summons, I went to 
him, and paid my respects. As soon as he saw me, he 
inquired whether I had sent my brother to Madras. 
I answered : “ He left for Madras at 9 yesterday 
morning.” He then said : “ Have you told him that 
he can give permits to merchants under his own 
hand, that the signatures of M. de la Bourdonnais 
and M. d’Espremenil and others to such orders 
will be unnecessary, and that it will be enough for 
him to keep them informed of what he does ? Does 
he know that I have given him general discretion- 
ary power in the transaction of business ? I have 
already spoken to you on these matters.” 

1 replied : ” I have told him to furnish permits 
as desired by you, and should any doubts be raised, to 
give his word of honour that they will be respected.” 

He then saifl : “ What profit is his mission likely 
to yield to us.” 
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My answer was : “ About live lakhs of pagodas 
might be made if luy advice be acted upon in all 
transactions connected with the Armenian merchants 
and others, and with the English Governor and his 
Deputy.” 

“I do not believe that we can make so much. 
But you must do your best, and put all your heart 
into this matter,” said he. He then spoke at 
length on the losses which he had sustained 
during the past two years, and the daily increasing- 
expenses, and said that he would conduct the affairs 
of Madras on the lines .suggested by me. He told 
me to instruct my brother to furnish a daily account 
of what was taking place there. He dwelt on 
the need for constant thought regarding affairs at 
Madras, and continued indulging in sundry visionary 
projects, based on the presumption that the town 
would fall into the hands of the French ; to all of 
which I made suitable replies. He then, permitted 
me to go home, and repaired to his residence. 

After my return, I addressed a letter to my 
brother desiring him to send me, by post, frequent 
intelligence concerning matters at Madras. I 
despatched it by a courier, as also the following 
articles of stationery : — a register in which to record 
daily events, tw^o packets of paper for writing letters, 
a stick of red sealing wax, and ten pens properly 
mended. 

Th lO'sddij, loth Sejitf'iiiher. i.ir Srd Pitraitdsi of 
Akshaija .- — This day, the Governor siitnmoned me. 
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and asked whether any news had been received from 
Madras. X answered in the negative. He then in- 
quired in what terms Asad S§,hib and other Muham- 
madans referred to the affairs of the day. I replied : 
“ They say that on the occasion of their first naval 
expedition against Madras the French could have 
captured the fort in two Indian hours, and that if 
but 500 Frenchmen had landed then, they could 
have obtaiiu'd, without any difficulty whatsoever, 
possession of it. They farther say that as soon 
as the Fi-euch ships were sighted, the Governor 
there sent off his wife and all his money, to 
Pulicat, that this action so terrified the other Euro- 
peans that they did the same with regard to their 
women folk, and that consequently the residents of 
both the fort and town have all fled, and abandoned 
their homes. X hey declare that they were never 
before aware that Englishmen were such a white- 
livered race, and that they were hitherto under 
the impression that they were a people which had 
some military spirit in it, but that they are now 
convinced that the fighting instinct is one entirely 
lacking in these merchants. Such are the dis- 
creditable terras in which they speak of the English. 
On the other hand, they applaml your courage and 
talent, and the credit which you have gaimal,” 

In these words I told him in fletail ill that 1 had 
heard. Thereupon, he directed me to tell Madananda 
Pandit to take with him to the houses of Asad 8dhib 
and other Muhammadans, and to read to them, a copy 
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of the paper addressed to NawSb Anwar-vid-dln KhSn, 
N izS,m.ul-ranlk, etc., in which the following facts 
were detailed in the form of a history, viz. The 
various matters in which the French were treated 
with indignity by the English ; the insult offered to 
Muhammad Shah, Emperor of Delhi, by seizing the 
ship which bore his l)anner ; the indignation which 
this cirouiostance excited in the mind of his sincerest 
friend, tbe King of France ; his determination to 
avenge this affront by the substitution of the French 
for the English flag at Madi’as, and thus to gratify 
the Muhammadan public, and prove to the world at 
large that their honour had been retrieved ; and 
the arrival of the Fx’ench ships of war in view to 
securing this end. I gave the requisite instructions 
to Madananda Pandit, and he visited the various 
Muhammadan gentlemen, read the paper in question 
to them, and reported to me that lie had done so. 
When he went to Haidar Sahib, Chinna Mudali 
accompanied him, in the hope of getting a present 
of cloth. But that individual hade them farewell 
with nothing more than complimentary words. 

Friday, 16th Septemher 17 h6, or l+th Pnrattdi^i 
of Akshaija . — This morning, the Governor sent for 
me, and asked whether I had received any news 
from Madras. I replied that up to then no letter 
from my brother had arrived. He informed me that 
he had received a note from M. Paradis stating 
that they had camped at a certain village in front 
of the town of TirnvSmffr, to which they liad subse- 
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qnently moved with 1,000 soldiers, Mahe sepoys 
and others ; and lie observed that they would reach 
Mylapore to-day. I remarked : “ Your luck is of 
the best. The most marked renown awaits you. 
With this expedition, you will take Madras with no 
loss of life, and with no ti’ouble whatever. Even now 
the P^dshShs, Bajas, KilhuMrs, Nawibs, and Poli- 
gars, as also the nobles of every grade and title, 
who belong to the various communities, such as 
Muhammadans, Rajputs, Kshatrias ; and the Cana" 
rese, Telug’u, and other races which occupy the length 
and breadth of India even as far as Delhi, praise your 
nation as a heroic people, your king as one of 
undaunted courage, and your own valour as peerless. 
Your talent, your fortitude, your reserve, your firm- 
ness, your wisdom, and your sagacity, have won 
universal admiration, as being without a parallel, and 
these will in future form subjects which will con- 
stantly inspire the thoughts of minstrels, and be sung 
by them. The widespread renown which you enjoy 
throughout India and Europe will indeed cause all the 
members of your house, and all their descendants, 
to bless you as a scion of it who has permanently 
established the world-wide glory of their name, whilst 
it will kindle in the breasts of others a feeling of 
regret that their families have not produced a similar 
prodigy. The King of France, when he comes to 
know of your talent and enterprising gallantry, will 
appoint you to be his minister with a pang of regret 
that he did not do so earlier. He may possibly 
39 


Chap. 

XXVII. 

1746. 


Diaritii 

foretells 

easy 

capture of 
.Uadras. 


Alleges 
that all the 
races ot 
India aie 
now 
pmising 
the Frejieh 
and 

admiring 
the virtues 
of the 
governor. 


Pi-edicts 
that the 
renown 
earned by 
the Gov- 
ernor will 
be a source 
of constant 
pride to 
his family. 


And that 
the King 
will appoint 
him his 
prime 
miniJ'tei. 


VOI-. II. 



306 


JnANDA RANGA PlilATS DIARY. 


Chap. 

XXYII. 

1746. 

Further 
eulogies of 
diarist. 


Deliglu of 
Governor at 
his words. 


Speaks *o 
those 
present of 
diarist in 
highest 
terms. 


Requests 
him to 
repeat to 
them ^vh^t 
he had 
heartl 
Muhain* 
madans 
say. 


GoTernor 
repeats 
inquiries as 
to news 
from 
Madras. 


Tells 

diarist 

whut 

occurred 

after 

French 

reached 

M\ lapore. 


think of ac(|nii'ing Gran,* Turkey, and other king- 
doms in Europe, and also India, and of installing 
himself as ruler of the extensive and united empire 
that this would form.” I told him that he was in the 
enjoyment of the highest favours of Heaven, and 
said some other things which then occurred to me. 
This created an amount of joy in his heart which 
cannot be expressed in words. Patting me on the 
back, he turned to MM. Lhostis and de Bury, and 
observing that there was none other so well informed 
and so intelligent as I, spoke at some length and 
in high-floivn terms of roe. He then desired me 
to repeat to them what was being said privately 
amongst the Muhammadans and Hindus. I com- 
plied with his request, adding somewhat to what I had 
told M. Dupleix ; to which they replied “ Of course, 
of course,” and joined me in praising the Governor. 
This conversation occupied about four Indian hours. 

Satii.rdaif, 17th Se.pfmiber 17i6, or 5th Purottdsi of 
Aksha ija — The Governor summoned me, and inquired 
whether my brother had sent any news concerning 
Madras. I replied ; “ I have not yet received any 
letter, but I expect one to-morrow.” He then 
said tome: “When our people reached Mylapore, 
M. d’Espreinenil had an interview with the amaldar ; 
and delivei'ing iny letter to him, assured him that 
his visit meant no hostility towards him, and that 


* The kingdom of Hungary, of which Oran is one of the oldest towns, 
was doubtless what Kanga Pillai meant. 
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the expedition was against their common foe, the 
English, who in utter disregard of either the banner 
of the Emperor, or his name, had seized the ship 
called after him, and that the French were marching 
towards Madras to capture them and their fort. 
The amaldar, who noticed the details of the equip- 
ment of the party, the soldiers, and the CofFres, was 
smitten with fear. He looked deeply agitated, and 
his face became pale. It was onl^' aftei- he had read 
my letter over and over again that he began to 
some extent to recover his spirits. After a pause, 
he said as follows : ‘ It is stated in this letter that 
the expedition has been undertaken because a ship 
bearing the flag of the Emperor was captured by the 
English. Now sir, whatever articles you require 
will be procured, and supplied to you.’ Thereupon, 
M. d’Esprem^nil told him that he was in need of 
coolies, boats, and certain other articles, to which 
the amaldar replied, with the utmost civility, that 
whatever he wanted would be obtained for him. 
Look at these Aluhamrnadan dogs ! They have not 
the smallest giain of sense. They are unconscious 
of their own might. They became terrified at the 
sight of the number of our men. It was not until 
they had read the assurances conveyed in my letter 
that the Muhammadans and we were friends, that 
we purposed capturing Madras on their account, 
and that we would not molest their town, that they 
could gather sufficient courage to speak. These 
Muhammadan dogs manage to preserve their forts 
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and territories, because the whole of India is sup- 
posed to be under the sway of one sovereign, the 
Emperor, and for no other reason. If, as in Europe 
and other continents, each province. in India formed 
a distinct realm, and had its own independent king, 
they could easily be conquered, and would soon 
vanish.” 

To this I replied : “ To judge from the apparent 
strength of their fortresses, the nature of their 
defences, and the courage of their warriors, 1,000 of 
our soldiers, two mortars, and 100 bombs would 
he sufficient to reduce Arcot, Guddapah, Sii’ppai,* 
and all the Muhammadan strongholds and countries 
on this side of the Krishna.” He observed: 
“ 1,000 soldiers are unnecessary. Five hundred of 
them, with two mortars would he quite enough. 
These . . . f ” 

Sunday, 18fh September 17k6, or 6th Puratfdsi of 
Akstiaya . — The following are the contents of a letter 
received this day by Tfinappa Mudali, from Madura- 
nayagam of Mylapore : “ Those t who were en- 
camped at Tolasinga PerumM Koyil at Triplicane 
have since moved to Chintadrip^t, and have displayed 
the white colours. The IMadrasis, seeing them, fired 
seven cannon, hut without effect, as the shot fell 
about five furlongs short of the camp. Mr. Morse, 

* This has not been identifieil. Vinson (p. 81 ) renders it “ Sirappa.” 
The traubiiteration “ Sirppai’’ iiuw giveu is closer to tlie original. 

t This sentence is ineuinpluti' in the oiiginal. 

J See appendix. 
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the Goveraor of Madras, has become insane, and 
his place is occupied by the Chief * of Vizagapatam. 
All the guns mounted on the out-works of the 
fort have been spiked, and cast away. The English 
have thrown open the gates of the city, and are 
only looking to the security of their fort. Some 
of the troops raised by Peddu Nayakkan there have 
deserted, and Mr. Barneval has had an interview 
with M. de la Bourdonnais.” 

This letter was read and explained to the 
Governor, who then apprised his councillors and 
others, in detail, of the circumstances of Mr. Morse’s 
mental aberration, of his being succeeded by the 
Chief of V^izagapatara, and of the encampment of 
our army at Chintfidrip^t. They all exultantly 
indulged in jeering at and depreciating the English. 
I, also, was summoned, and made acquainted with 
everything mentioned above. I replied to the Gov- 
ernor : “ This does not come as a great surprise to 
me. The people of Madras were in utter dismay at 
the mere report that you had set out for Ozhukarai. 
Is it then a marvel that the actual sight of an army 
should have unhinged their minds P ” Concurring 
with me, he asked some particulars concerning 
the position of Chintd,drip^t, and the fortress at 
Madras. I described them as far as I knew, and in 


* See appendix. The “ Chief ” referred to is evidently Mr. Stratton, 
who for some time had been Chief of Vizagapatam, this title being that 
applied to to the civil officer in piincipal charge of a factory. In the 
original, the term used is Chief Captain.’* 
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such terms as would be likely to please him. It 
would probably occupy six pages to record here the 
whole of the conversatiou which took place then, but 
the gist of it was as I have written above. 

About noon, a letter was brought to the Governor 
by some Brahmans from Mahe, who had performed 
the journey in twelve days. In this it was stated 
that seven ships which left France this year had 
touched at Mahe, and had set out on their way hither. 
The joy which this intelligence has aroused in 
his breast is beyond description. The news con- 
cerning Madras, when added to this intelligence, has 
raised in him hopes of ample resources to enable 
him to prosecute the expedition against the English 
with success, and to place the Company’s trade once 
more on a sound basis. The gratification which this 
prospect has caused to him is indescribable. 

This day, a letter was received from M. de la 
Bourdonnais. 

M. de la Touche having obtained the consent of 
his mother to marry MadF. Astruc, has sought and 
obtained that of the Governor also. The preparations 
for the wedding are progressing, and M. de la 
Touche’s delight, and lightness of heart, are beyond 
expression in writing. 

Mondaij, 19th September 171+6, ur 7th Parattdsi 
of Akslunj a. — To-day, before visiting the Governor, 
1 visited M. de la Touche, and congratulated hirp 
on his approaching marriage. I thence went to M. 
Cornet’s, where I checked with him the account of 
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broad-cloths taken by me, and furnished him with 
a receipt, addressing it to the Governor. I also 
obtained from him, for delivery to the Governor, 
a copy in his own hand of the bill, and received 
the balance of the sum due for cloths required by 
M. d’Espremenil. 

Having taken leave of him, T was proceeding to 
the house of the Governor, when I heard that a camel 
express had brought a letter from Nawab Anwar-nd- 
dln Kh ^n. As soon as I arrived, Tanappa Mndali, 
who was there, said to me as follows : — 

“ Naw&b Anvvar-ud-din Kh^n has sent a letter 
by a camel courier. He points out in it that the 
Madrasis had some time ago planned to attack 
Pondichery, but at his intercession abstained from 
doing so. He consic.ers it a matter for surprise that 
in defiance of his remonstrances, the Frencli should 
have despatched an expedition against the English. 
He says that it is unjust that the Guzeratis, Pathans, 
and other classes of people of the trading com- 
munities at Madras * should be disquieted in this 
way. He reiterates his astonishment that, notwith- 
standing all his expostulations, the French should 
have done this, and concludes with an expression 
of the hope that they will in future refrain from 
affording ground for similar complaints. When this 
letter was read to the Governor, he, with a grimace, 
ordered me to send a reply couched in the following 
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courteous terms : ‘No liarm will be done to the mer- 
chants of Madras, * and any offender found guilty 
of wrong doing will be punished by the Commander- 
in-Chief of the French fleet.’ A letter to this effect 
was despatched by the camel courier.” 

As we were thus conversing together, tlie Gov- 
ernor summoned me, and said : “ A letter from 

M. de la Bourdonnais was received last night. 
When our people marched into the Governor’s 
garden at Madras, the English fired only about 
twenty or thirty guns, but the shot flew high. If 
the Governor lost his nerve, could not a councillor 
take his place ? Was it becoming that the captain f 
of a ship should be invested with his powers, and 
be called upon to exercise the functions of a 
Governor ? Is there any other example of such a 
height of folly ? 'I hese men have brought infamy 
on the whole English race.” 

I observed ; “They have disgraced their nation, 
and you have graced yours. Moreover, the fame of 
the Frencli nation has, through you, spread as far as 
Delhi, and the French are spoken of night and day as 
possessing valour and prowess to a degree to which 
no other nation can lay claim. This is attributable 


* Vide footuote at p. 284. 

f M, Duplies wa> evidently under a misconception as to the position of 
Mr. Stratton, and was no doubt misled by the use of the words “ Chief 
Captain” used in the reports perused by him, which he clearly took to 
mean a naval captain. Mr. Stratton was at the time of the capture of 
Madras a member of the Council there. See also Appendix (p. 410). 
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to your individuality, and you have thereby cast a 
permanent lustre on the name of your family.” 

He replied : “ Rangappa ; did I not tell you 
before that those who laughed then would after- 
wards weep, and that it was their last fit of laughter, 
whilst those who wept then would later on laugh r 
Has my prediction proved untrue.” 

I answered : “ Sir; did I not then tell you that 
your hopes would be realized, that you would acquire 
imperishable fame, that your name would be held it. 
great esteem throughout Europe, as well as India, 
and that you would be appointed a -Marshal of France, 
and I’aised to tlie highest rank in the kingdom.” 

“ True,” replied he. 

I added : “If you will not take offence at the 
liberty I take, I will mention a small incident which 
1 remember.” 

“ Not at all,” he said : “ Proceed.” 

I then continued : “ This time last year, a Brah- 
man, referring to the circumstance that the ships 
had not arrived, assured me that in the current 
month of this year, the Governor would capture 
Madras, Fort St. David, and Guddalore, and gather 
very great renown.” 

“Was it a Brahman who said this, ” he asked. 
“Yes, sir,” I replied. 

“ No other class of men can bear comparison with 
Brffhraans in point of intelligence,” he observed. 

I continued : “ Quite so. The BrShman further 
said that when the attention of the King of France 
40 
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was drawn to these achievements, he would ))e so 
much gratified rhat he would appoint the Governor, 
a Marshal.” 

“ How did the BrShman come to know the title 
of ‘ Marshal,’ ” he exclaimed. 

I replied : “ What that Brahman said was tliat 
the Governor was destined to be eminently fortunate, 
and that, when the news of the capture of the towns 
which I have mentioned reached the ears of tlie 
King, the latter would be so much pleased that he 
would favour him with rare presents, confer on him 
an exalted position, and keep him near himself ; and 
that his career thenceforth would be one of marked 
distinction. It then struck me that the distinction 
referred to must be that of a Marshal, and I inter- 
preted it as Marshal of France.” This aroused joy 
in his heart, and he cried out, laughingly, “ JVfany 
thanks ; much obliged.” 

I said : “ All your great deeds have been 
rendered into lays, and are being sung.” 

“ Who is it that sings? Who is the originator 
of this ? ” he asked. 

“ The people have done this in excess of the joy 
which fills their heart,” replied I. 

He then observed : “ You must have been the 
author of this. T imagine that you are accom- 
plished in this branch of the fine arts. I now 
recollect the way in which you were wont to listen 
when attending musical parties here.” 
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“ lean preteud to but little musical kuowledge,” 

1 replied. 

“ I kuovv it too well to need to be euligliteiied by 
you ” was liis answer. 

He then asked what theimport of the songs was. 

I replied: “They set forth, amongst other 
matters, how undauntedly and courageously you 
faced the days when no ships appeared here, and 
when enemies were overwhelming you ; how the 
very' mention of your name so terrified the English 
as to cause their bowels to fall out, how, within six 
months, you erected earth- works and fortifications 
on the beach which would have taken another person 
not less than three years, how you, having procured 
men-of-war from France, defeated and dispersed the 
English ships — sinking one and seriously damaging 
the rest, and how your heroic achievements have 
won the admiration of the Emperor of Delhi, and 
indeed of all Kuropean countries. I have heard 
that these deeds, and several others, ate celebrated 
in the songs.” 

He exclaimed : “ You must have caused these 
to be composed, and sung ; for no others knew of 
all these matters.” 

He then retired into the room where his wife 
lay, and in consultation with her, sent word 
through Narayana Pillai, to the minstrels to attend 
and sing before them. In obedience to this order, 
Nfirfiyana Pillai brought Kastfiri Rangaiyan and 
Venkata INai'anappa Aiyan. The Governor however 
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put off the party to the following day, as his wife 
was then sleeping. 

Upon this Narayana Pillai said to me : “ The 
Governor asked me some questions regarding the 
songs. I told him that some BrSliman songster or 
other had entertained us with them at a musical 
performance at y our house, and that several of the 
townspeople were reported to be learning them by 
heart. This piece of news made the Governor 
merry beyond measure. The state of Madame 
Dupleix’s feelings was similar. He asked me 
whether the songs were in Telugu, or Tamil, to 
which I replied that they were in Telugu. He 
then inquired 'vhether they could not be composed 
in Tamil. I answered that I would consult you.” 

1 pointed out to him that if the songs were 
composed in Tamil, they could not be sung in 
Arcot, Mysore, and Golconda, but that if a Tamil 
rendering of them was required, a performance in 
that tongue could be arranged for in a week. With 
these remarks 1 bade him adieu. 

T then went home, ate my dinner, and was about to 
lie down for a rest, when the singers told me that 
they were summoned b\ the Governor and his wife, 
and that two peons had come. I then instructed 
them, at some length, as to how they should conduct 
themselves in the presence of Europeans, and bade 
them go. 

The musicians were taken into the house of the 
Governor w'here he, his consort, his sister-in-law, and 
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the wife of Pedro Mousse, were assembled. A carpet 
was spread for them to sit upon, and they were 
asked to proceed. As the songs were poured forth 
the minstrels in all their melodious grandeur, 
two or three European ladies translated them into 
Tamil to Madame Dupleix, who in tmn rendered 
them into French to her husband. They all 
enjoyed the performance very much. It was men- 
tioned in the song that two of the French ships 
captured by the English had been sold by the 
latter to the Dutch, and tliat the French had 
addressed a remonstrance to the Dutch, and wrung 
from them an agreement to refund the value of 
these. The Governor desired that this should 
be so altered as to convey the meaning that the 
French, by way of a penalty, liad demanded and 
received 15,000 pagodas from the Dutch. He 
further suggested that some lines should be added 
to commemorate the circumstance that in an engage- 
ment between the English squadron, and the French 
country ship Pondichenj, the captain of the latter, 
M. [Fuel] discharged a cannon shot which inflicted 
a wound in the back of the British Commodore 
M"” Barnet and eventually caused his death.^ Certain 
other additions were also mentioned by him, and 
he desired the minstrels to auiend again, and sing 
once more the song as revised. The performance 
aroused in the hearts of the audience intense 
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pleasuie, aud a How of spirits to a degree beyond 
all description. They wished some other words 
inserted in the song, and asked the singers to have 
it altered as directed, and to come again, and give 
another rendering. They' were very charmed with 
it, laughed, and made merry : their delight was 
beyond measure. 

Wed/ieiidai/, 21xt September 17^6, or 9th Jrurattdsi 
of Akshcnja. — Letters from Madras were received 
this moi-ning at 9, by runners. Some of these were 
addressed to the Governor, and a few to the mem- 
bers of ('Oimcil. T also had a letter from my 
brother, the contents of which I give below . . . * 

Thuixdaii, 22iid September 17h6, or lOth PxrafMst 
uf Aktihaiia.~-A.t 3 this afternoon, a letter came by 
mail from Madras to the Governor. As he was then 
out for a drive on the beach, it was taken to him 
by a peon. On perusing it, he was highly pleased. 
He then went to the custom-house, and summoning 
Raraachandra Aiyan, who alone was there at the 
time, communicated to him the news rhat the French 
captured Fort fSt. George yesterday, and had 
hoisted the white fla.g on the citadel. He next 
ordered that guns should be fired in honour of the 
victory. As the gunners and all other European 
officers had left the place, it being then their dinner 
time; there were none there but the Europeans who 
mounted guard, and they tired twenty-one guns. 


iUHiik iu uny;iiia>. 
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The Grovernor afterwards sent peons to the 
houses of the f’ouncillors, and men of rank, to com- 
municate to them the news. He also sent one to 
me. All the chief officials immediately assembled at 
the Governor’s house, and I, too, went to the levee, 
presented him with . . . and congratulated 

him on the success of the French arms. He told 
us, with happiness depicted in every feature, that 
Fort St. Greorge fell into the hands of the French 
yesterday, i.p., Wednesday, 2lst September (9th Pu- 
ratt&si), at noon, that the white flag was then planted 
on the walls, that the Governor and Deputy Gov- 
ernor of Madras, together with the officers of the 
English Company, had been made ])risouers, and 
that the French officers had established them.selves 
there. He was so much overwhelmed with joy that 
he proceeded, with all his co-administrators, to the 
fort, and entered tlie church to attend a thanks- 
giving service. When the party took their seats in 
the stalls, the guns fired a salute, and the service 
proceeded amidst the ringing of the bells in the fort, 
those of the church of the Capuchins, of that of St. 
Paul, and of the . . .t church opposite to my 

house. When the service had come to an end, the 
Governor, waving his hat in his hand, shouted Virp le 
roi ! The Europeans in the churcli and fort, all took 
up the cry, and shouted Vire le roi ! The whole fort 
resounded with joyous acclamations. A salute of 
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t Blank in the original. It was the church of the Mii^sions Etrang^res. 
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twenty-one guns was then fired from the fort, 
followed by a like one from the ships in the roads. 
The party afterwards proceeded to the Governor’s 
house, caroused, and drank to the success of M. 
de la Bourdonnais. 

The Company’s merchants, Europeans, Tamilians, 
Chetties, traders, and others, went in parties to the 
house of the Governor, to congratulate him. R^ma- 
chandra Aivan was now called, and directed to 
purchase and distribute at the houses of the people, 
ten candies • of sugar. The Governor next told me 
to issue orders to have the town decorated, and 
the houses illiuninated. I accordingly sent for the 
chief of the peons, and du’ected him to see that 
the order was carried into effect. 

The Governor then turned to me, and said : “ Ask 
any thing that yon desire, and I will, with pleasure, 
grant your request,” I, thereupon begged him to 
direct the release from prison of all debtors and 
criminal offenders. He immediately issued an order 
to set them all free. I now called to mind how the 
poor in every street, and evei*y corner of the town, and 
even the little children, hooted and execrated Y§,3U- 
d@va Pandit, calling him a villain, and a perfidious 
wretch, for having reduced the selling price of betel- 
leaves from nine to seven leaves per cash, and 
finally to five, and that of tobacco from twelve + to 


A candy == 500 lbs. 

t iitc in original, but it jshonld uppurontly have been twelve and«a- 
{i'ide line 9. page 321). 
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ten palaras, per fanam. As I had repeatedly heard 
the people complain that this formed the only 
serious blot in the administration of this justly 
governed town, and as I desired now to put an end 
to this reproach, I asked the Governor to direct 
that tobacco and betel-leaves be sold at their for- 
mer prices. He immediately summoned VSsud^va 
Pandit, and directed him to sell, as before, nine betel- 
leaves for one cash, and twelve and-a-half palams of 
tobacco for one fanam. I next asked the Governor 
that Subbaiyan, who had been badly off for a long 
while, should be reinstated in the oflice from which he 
had been removed. He accordingly conferred on 
him his old appointment in the warehouse at the fort. 
I then requested that KSrikM Tiruvingada Pdlai 
might be restored to his former post. The Gover- 
nor thereupon directed that he be so appointed, 
and sent to KSrikdl. 

The Company’s merchants and the headmen of 
the people now came in a crowd to attend the levee, 
and having congratulated the Governor on the 
capture of Madras, asked him to grant them per- 
mission for the erection of the outer wall of the 
VMapuri tswaran temple. The Governor said that 
he would think the matter ovei', and give a reply 
later on. They, however, replied : “ Not so ; grant 
us permission now. The towns-people are, at the 
present moment, invoking blessings on you for all 
the good things you are at present conferring upon 
them. They rejoice exceedingly, and your deeds 
41 vox. 1 1 . 
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infuse joy into every household. If at this time 
you assent to the building of the outer wall of 
the temple, your good name will extend far and 
wide.” In terms of adulation such as these did 
they address the Governor, who then said, “ Well, 
we will grant you permission accordingly,” and he 
walked awaj^ into the olEce room. The merchants 
and headmen left the place. 

After this, the Europeans assembled at a ban- 
quet, and made merry. 

Friday, 23rd Sepiernber 17 k6, or 11th Purattdsi 
of Alcshaya . — At 7 this morning, the Governor went to 
the fort, and having ordei’ed the flag to be hoisted, 
commanded that the soldiers be paraded, and that 
three volleys be fired. This having been done, the 
guns on the fort walls and in the beach battery, 
followed by those on the ramparts of the town, were 
discharged. After the general salute was concluded, 
the Governor and party repaired, at 8, to his resi- 
dence and having partaken of breakfast, passed the 
day in great joy, and merriment. The whole town 
was illuminated at night. 
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CHAPTER XX Vm. 

FROM SFPTFMBFR 1746, TO SEPTEMBER 

SQTii, 27^s. 

M. Dulaurens deputed to Madras — Eeason for this —Governor asks diarist 
whether lie k 'ovvs of any one to send there, to assist — He names a 
man— Governor appoints M. Dnlaurens, etc., to offices in Madras — 
M. Dulaui'ens firomises to befiiend diarist’s brother — Diarist writes 
letter of advice — Governor tells him that his brother should be 
recalled — He consults Gopalaswami, a diviner — Goes a»ain to Governor 
and asks for an inquiry — Governor reads to him a letter from JI. 
d’Espr^menil accusing his brother of neglect of duty— He remonstrates, 
but Governor remains tirm— Goes with Gopalaswami to his warehouse 
—Sees M. Paradis — Complimauts him on his success — Council held — 
After it, diarist, following M. Paradis home, addresses him flatteringly 
— M. Paradis speaks in highest terms of diarist’s brother — Diarist tells 
him what M. d'Hspr^menil has written — He promises to set matters 
right — And to ivrice to M. d’Espremenil — Tells him to send certain 
instructions to his brother — He does so — Trouble caused by an elephant 
dealer and others — Arnnlohla Chetti tells diarist that the Council is 
holding a very late sitting — And that foundering of a French ship with 
captured treasure is being considered- -M. Paradis informs diarist that 
he has written concerning his brother — And will speak to the Governor 
— Letter to diarist from brother— Complains of overwork, etc., and 
intimates his early return — Governor talks with diarist regarding 
his brother — Gives certain instructions for commnnication to him — He 
writes urging bis brother to remain at lladi'as — M. de la Bonrdonnais 
forwards to Governor letter from Mahfnz Khan — Governor sends 
a reply, as though from M. de la Bonrdonnais — This justifies attack 
on Madras — And declines to retire — Chanda Sahib’s people ask 
Governor for certain supplies — And request that fitting reception 
may be accorded to widow’ of Dost ’All IQian — Company’s merchants 
ask Governor for certain money doe to them — He reprimands them 
fordoing so— Directs them to wear long robes— And informs them 
that they must purchase from him the goods taken at Madras — They 
prefer request that prices of betel and tobacco may be lowered — 
Governor converses with diarist on the snbjeot— Eemarks of diarist 
with regard to Yasudeva Pandit -Governor declares he will not revoke 
an order once passed- Keprimands Vasudeva Pandit, who promises to 
reduce his prices — Governor indisposed — Ijetters to Nawab and 
others intimating capture of Madras — Polite message to Kawab 
requesting him to prohibit advance of Mahfuz Khan on Madras- 
Governor sends for diarist, who finds him conversing with the 
engineer, and retires — Arupachla Chetti and others, on their way 
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to Madras, take leave of diarist — Who writes I’egarding them to his 
brother, and sends him a message— Sama Eao reports arrival at 
the agrah&ram, of widow of Dost ’AH Khan — Details attentions 
which she desires should be accorded to her — They go to Governor’s 
house, and meet Chinna Mudali, etc. — He intimates to Governor the 
arrival at the choultry of the widow — Conversation as to the 
attentions which she desires — Governor declines to meet her at 
town gate — He converses apart with diarist — Eefers to gifts made by 
the lady to M. Dumas — And desires diarist to arrange matters with 
those accompanying her — Promises to meet the widow at the town 
gate — Diarist carries out the instructions given to him — Promise of 
payment of any sum fixed by him — Governor directs diarist to set 
out with others to conduct the visitors to Pondichery — This done — 
Governor receives the party at the town gate — And accompanying it 
for some distance, leaves diarist to conduct it to its destination — 
Governor sends snpplies to the lady — Imprisonment of bearer of 
letter to M. de Bury — Governor places restrictions on transmission 
of letters by post — Arrival of Marie Gertrude — Letter to Governor 
from Madras reports that M. de la Boiirdonnais disregards his 
orders, is placing the plunder of Madras on board his ships and 
has ransomed the fort for 11 lakhs of pagodas— M. d’Espr^mlnil 
and others said to have gone to Mylapoi-e— Letter from M. de la 
Bourdonnais states measures which he is taking — And terms of 
ransom — Auger of Governor at this- He writes letter to Madras — 
Meeting of all the Europeans, excepting Governor — Decision arrived 
at at this — Refers to inimical conduct of English — -And to fleet fitted 
out by M. de la Bourdonnais to resent tliis — Alleges that in 
engagement with English this fled — Alludes to the gloomy aspect 
of affairs— The prompt and energetic action taken by M. Dupleix 
to retrieve matters — The e.stablisiiment by him of French power 
at Karikal — His treatment of envoy of the Kizam — The effect of 
this on the people of Madras, etc. — The fame which he acquired 
— The assistance afforded by him to M. de la Bourdonnais — The 
abject conduct of the Dutch towards the French— The failure of 
the fleet to pursue certain English ships —The preparations made 
before return of fleet for an expedition — The excuse made byM. 
de la Bourdonnais, to avoid being sent to attack Madras — The 
remonstrances of the Governor — The indifference of M. de la 
Bourdonnais — The first expedition to Madras — The speech made by M. 
Dupleix to M. de la Bourdonnais — The reply of M. de la Bourdonnais 
— The resolve of M. Dupleix to capture Madras — And his under- 
taking to bear the entire responsibility — The meeting attributes 
capture of Madras to ability of M. Dupleix — And questions right of 
M. de la Bourdonnais to ransom it— All the Europeans wait on 
Governor — And protest against restitution of Fort Saint George by 
M. de la Bourdonnais — Governor sends by M. Paradis etc., despatch 
to M. de la Bourdonnnais forbidding further action. 
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Saturday, 2kt}i September 17i-6, or ISih Purattdsi 
of Akshaya . — At 4 this afternoon, M. Dulaurens em- 
barked for Madras, to manage the financial affairs of 
that place. As he was proceeding on board, eleven 
guns were fired from the fort, and seven from the ship. 
1 will now state the reason for his departure, which 
was decided upon at a Council held to-daj, at 10. 

When I went this morning at 7, to see the Gov- 
ernor, he told me that he liad received a letter from 
Madras complaining that the French who were in 
possession of the town were in the dark about many 
things relating to it, and its inhabitants. He asked 
me whether I had any one with me who was con- 
versant with the affairs of the place. I replied that 
I had. He thereupon desired me to arrange for his 
proceeding to Madras at once, and e.^plained to me 
that he was required to furnish information to 
M. d’Espremenil, his co-adjutors, and my younger 
brother at Madras, relative to the amount of property, 
and business qualifications possessed by the chief 
men of the place, their characters as regards honesty, 
the trades in which they were engaged, those who 
had returned, and those who had not yet done so, 
and various other particulars regarding the people, 
generally. I told him that Tfiudavaraya Pillai, of my 
caste, was the man to whom I referred as being now 
with me, that he was clever, and knew every thing ; 
and that I would send him. He directed that I 
should equip him for the journey, and despatch him 
at once. I promised to do so, and came away. 
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Soon after this, the Governor nominated M. 
Dulaurens, to manage all matters pertaining to 
finance at Madras, M. Barthelemy to assist him in 
Council, Joannes the son-in-law of M. Elias to 
conciliate the Armenian residents, ]\I. Delarche tlie 
son-in-law of M. Elias to act as Persian interpreter, 
and M. Bruel the son-in-law of AI. d’Auteuil to act 
as English interpreter. He directed them all to 
embark, and sail for Madras by 5. 

I immediately went to see AI. Dulaurens at his 
house, and said to him; “Now that it has been 
decided that you are to go to Madras, I request 
you to extend your favour to my brother, who is at 
present there. He never has had any experience of 
difficulties such as have now to be encountered. His 
days have all been passed without a care. I entreat 
you to overlook his faults and shortcomings, to 
rectify his errors, and to instruct him as to the 
course he should adopt to avoid falling into disgrace.” 
“ Rangappa,” said Af. Dulaurens to me, in an earnest 
tone, “ need you tell me all this ? Do not I know 
what to do ? Are we not friends ? You need not 
have any misgivings regarding the matter. You will 
know from the letters that he will write to you, 
how 1 treat your brother after I arrive at Madras.” 
Before his departu)e, M. Dulaurens delivered over 
charge of the stock of silver to AI. Aliran. 

I returned to my house at noon, and instructed 
Tandavaraya Pillai to prepare forthwith for his 
journey. I then wrote a letter to my brother, in 
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which I gave him full advice, and entrusted this 
to Tdndavari.ya Pillai, who started for Madras, and 
passed out of the town bounds by 1 o’clock. After 
he had departed, I sat down to dinner, then slept 
for a while ; and at 5, rose from my bed. 

This being the day of the hunting festival, I sent 
Appavu * on horseback, and my child Nannachi f in a 
palanquin, in advance to see it. They were escorted 
by my peons and Kulasekaram Venkatan.lranappa 
Aiyan, who rode a horse. I followed them with my 
retinue, and we all returned at 7. 

This night also was passed in rejoicing, and 
every house in the town was illuminated. 

Sunday, 25th September 17 jt/S, or 13th Purattdsi of 
Akshaya . — After 7 this morning, I went to the 
Governor’s house. He then said to me ; “ Your 
brother at Madras does not comply with the instruc- 
tions conveyed in my order to him, but goes his 
own way. He therefore need not remain at Madras. 
Write recalling him.” So saying, he moved away. 
I went out into the verandah, and pondering on 
what the Governor had said, sent for GOpalaswami 
and asked him to explain the matter to me, by the 
art of divination. He said that in the circle of 
the zodiac the sun was overlooking the ascending 
sign, and that this day wms not propitious. 

Being desirous, however, to know what my 
brother had actually done, I repaired once more to 
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♦ Son of Ranga PiUai’s brother, born 1737. 
t Kann^hi was a year younger. 
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the Governor, and said to lum ; “ My brother would 
never disobey your orders. It may be that some one 
at Madras has reported prejudicially against him. 
The matter must be inquired into.” In reply to me, 
he read out a letter which he had received from M. 
d’Espreraenih It ran as follows: “ Ranga Pillai’s 
younger brother never communicates any intelligence 
to me. He and M. de la Bourdonnais have become 
very intimate. I learn no news.” After he had read 
this to me, he told me to direct my brother to return, 
stating that he was not needed at Madras. I replied 
that although I could not conceive how he could 
have misbehaved himself, yet I was willing to 
write recalling him, and observed that bis return 
now would be tantamount to a disgrace. The Gov- 
ernor remarked that I might send for him on the 
plea of some family emergency, and rising from 
his seat, moved awa3^ 

Feeling that further parley was useless, and know- 
ing also the specific charge made against my brother 
by M. d’Espremenil, I resolved to go out, and seek 
advice. I visited GopalasvAmi, and went with him 
to the areca-nut storehouse. Whilst I was engaged, 
at 9 o’clock, in writing a letter there to my brother, 
in accordance with the directions of the Governor, 
M. Paradis, who had come from Madras, passed by, 
on his way to the Governor’s house. I immediately 
issued forth, and saluting him, complimented him on 
his success. He replied in affable terms, and went 
his way. GdpMaswdmi and I conversed together 
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for an hour afterwards. I then proceeded to the Chap 
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Governor’s house, to learn Avhat had passed between — 
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him and M. Paradis. A Council was beinor held, and conncii 
the latter was present at it. The Council broke up 
at 11, after which M. Paradis went to his house. 

I followed him thither, and said in a flatterina: After w, 

° diarist, 

Avay : “ Sometime ago you went to Ki,rikal, and ji'.'panlais 
gained a victory over the army of Tan j ore. Now adSiCss.'. 
you have overcome the forces at Madras, and have 
captured the town in a single day. There is in this 
world no one who can be compared with you in 
boldness, skill, or A’alour.” M. Paradis replied : 

“ Rangappa ! See, how vdctory awaits me wherever 
I go ! But your brother is a very clever man. He m. P madis 

” spc-aksm 

has done at Madras whatever we required of him. 

Such things are hard of accomplishment, even here, hrotim’ 
But he managed to carry them all out in a strange 
place. He is careful ; none is abler than lie. Yonr 
brother is a thoroughly efficient man.” In such 
laudatory terms did he allude to him. I said: “ You 
speak highly of ray brother : M. d’Espremenil, 
however, has written ill of him to the Governor, who ineid lm8 

wnttpn, 

sent for me this morning, and ordered me to write 
recalling him.” “What is this that you tell me ? ” 
exclaimed M. Paradis, “ I ivill disabuse the h<* 

pronuses 

Governor’s mind on this subject. Is there a man 
equal to your brother in efficiency? M. de la 
Bonrdonnais summons him a thousand times in an 
Indian hour, to confer Avith him. .M. d’Bspremdnil, 
hoAvever, neither sends for him, nor seeks his advice. 

42 voj.. 1 1 , 
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He has written ill of him, owing pei'haps to anger 
at his being always consulted by M. de la Bourdon- 
nais. J will, however, set the matter right in 
the eyes of the Governor. I will myself write to 
M. d’Espreraenil. You also write to your brother, 
telling him to discontinue waiting on M. de la 
Bourdonnais, and to be always in attendance upon 
M. d’Espremenil. Instruct him to convey all his 
news to the latter, and to obtain his permission 
to see M. de la Bourdonnais whenever the latter 
summons him. Bid him communicate, then and 
there, to M. d’Esprera^nil all that transpires be- 
tween him and M. de la Bourdonnais, and do not 
forget to mention that he is always to wait upon 
M. d’Esprem^nil.” 

f returned to my house at noon, and wrote 
another letter to ray brother in accordance with the 
instructions of M. Paradis. After that, I had a bath, 
and took ray dinner ; I then slept and waking at 5, 
went to the indigo factory. AVhilstI was there, Kazim 
Kh^n, the elephant dealer and others came to me, 
and spoke in very importunate terms with regard to 
what was due to them. I succeeded in quieting their 
clamours, and returned to my house, at 7. 

I was pacing to and fro on th(‘ pavement 
outsiae my house when Azhagapillai Ariin§clia1:i 
('hetti came to rae, and said : “ The Goverjior, the 
Councillors, and M. Paradis, are deliberating in 
Council. The clock has struck 8, and yet they have 
not adjourned for dinner. At 4 in the afternoon, a 
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letter arrived from Madras. What its contents are 
we do not know. When M. de la Bourdonnais witli 
nine ships, was on his way towards Pondichery, at 
the end of the month Ani (June), he fell in, to the 
south of Negapatam, with some of those of the 
English, and whilst he kept the enemy engaged, he 
sent, unknown to them, one of his men-of-war * on 
an errand to Chandernagore. She was not even to 
touch at Pondichery. On her way, she encountered 
an English ship, outward bound from Madras, and 
having captured her, and the treasure of four lakhs of 
rupees which she had on board, as also a quantity of 
pearls, precious stones and jewels, whi(;h were shipped 
in her by Sambu DSs, proceeded on her voyage to 
Chandernagore. She foundered when sailing up the 
Ganges. Of the 600 men on board, only thirty or 
forty escaped by swimming to the bank of the river. 
The captain M. de la Beaume, and the remainder of 
the crew, went down with her. This is the subject 
of deliberation in the ('ouncil.” 

Mondaii, 26fh Sepf ember 17i0, <>/• Ikth Farattusl 
of Alishaya . — I went, at 7 this morning, to M. 
Paradis’s house. He told me that he had written to 
M. d’Eapremenil yesterday evening regarding my 
brother, and that he could not, during that day, find 
an opportunity to speak to the Governor about him, 
but that he would positively^ do so to-day. “ Very- 
good,” I replied, and having taken leave of M. 
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Paradis, I proceeded, at 8, to the arecaiint storehouse. 
There, a letter from my brother at Madras was 
brought to me by tlie post. In this, he stated that 
he had so much work to do that he had hardly time 
to breathe. Denied the enjoyment of food and rest 
at proper intervals, he was troubled — so he said — 
with piles, which had broken out afresh. He 
despaired of writing any more letters to Pondichery, 
and intimated that he was returning thither owing 
to ill-health, which he said was induced by the 
excessive work devolving on him in consequence of 
the officers from Pondichei-y not having arrived to 
take up their respective appointments. 

Having read this letter, i went to see the Gov- 
ernor, who asked what news I had received from 
my brother. I replied that he had never failed to 
caiTj out the Governor’s orders. He said: “ I see 
how it is. I know that iM. de la Bourdonnais will be 
constantly sending for your brother, to consult with 
him. Write in reply to him, and say that if M. de 
la Bourdonnais summons him, he should obey his 
call, and that he should make known at once all that 
passes between them to M. d’Espremenil, to whom 
he should also communicate all the intelligence that 
he may gather regarding occurrences in the town.” 
The Governor continued talking to me, in a joyful 
mood. Taking leave of him, I went to the arecanut 
storehouse, where I wrote to my brother, conveying 
the instructions which I had received, and using such 
terms as might induce him to continue at his work. 
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After I had finished the letter, 1 sealed it, despatclied 
it to the post, and returned to my house, at 1 o’clock. 

Here, 1 was met by Snbbaiyan of the Fort, who 
came to bid me farewell, prior to his departure for 
Madras. I gave him presents, and dismissed him 
with a letter for conveyance to my brother. 

A letter which Malifuz Khiin had addressed to 
H. de la Bonrdonnais was sent by the latter to the 
(_TOvernor, who received it at 10 this morning. The 
contents ran “ Eemain not in Madras. Depart 
with your ships. If yon fail to do so, we shall come 
with an army. In the meantime, send us a clever 
man from amongst you.” The Governor ordered the 
following reply to be wTitten in Persian, making it 
appear as though the missive was sent by M. de 
la Bourdonnais himself. The answer was in these 
words : — “ We are sojourners here for a time only. 
You are aware how the English seized our ships, and 
how they treated us in the roads. Although you 
wrote to them, they have not — as you know — heeded 
your warning. To make good the loss we sustained 
at the hands of the English, we have captured their 
town, and planted our flag upon the fort ; and we 
have deported them in their own ships. If you 
dii’ect us to embark, and quit the place, hoAv can we 
do so ? The law of our country requires ns to obey 
the orders of our king, and forbids us to regard the 
commands of any one else. As we are here but 
temporarily, there is no proper person amongst us, 
whom we could send to you as you desire. You 
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have iutiinated to iis that you will make a progress 
through the country. When you do so, you will 
come to know us aud our affairs better.” 

Some of Chanda Sahib’s people went to the 
Governor, aud asked him to furnish wheat, sugar, 
and other articles, required on the occasion of the 
marriage of the son of dirasat Khan. They also 
requested him to provide for the reception, with 
fitting honour, of the widow of D6st ’Ali Khan, aud 
’All Naqi Sahib the son of Taqi Sahib who, so they 
said, were about to visit Pondichery. The Governor 
consented to do all that was required of him, and 
told the messengers to report wlien the distin- 
guished personages mentioned above arrived at 
Tiruvengada Pillui’s choultry. They replied that 
they would do so. 

After this, the Company’s merchants presented 
themselves before the Governor, and saluted him. 
He inquired the object of their visit. They replied 
that they carae to ask for the money due to the 
dhobies,* for washing cloths. He said that he 
would consult the Council, and let them know what 
money was due to them. He told them to go, but 
they did not. The Governor thereupon exclaimed : 
“ Can you not understand when you should prefer 
your requests, and when you should not? How do 
you manage to get on as Company’s merchants ? ” 
They submissively replied : “ Sir, bad we known it. 


* t’rofc'Bsioiiul wasiiermea. 
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we would not have come.” He then said : “ Madras 
has now fallen into our hands. The Company’s inei - 
chants there wear long robes. Vou, also, should 
wear these.” They answered ; “We will do so, if 
you be pleased to supply them to us.” The Governor 
took no notice of this, but went on to say : “You 
should undeiTake to purchase all the goods taken at 
Madras. Consult with lianga Pillai about it. As 
you reside here, I a:n resolved to dispose of them all 
tnrough you, and not through the merchants of 
Madras. Talk it over with Kanga Pillai, and inform 
me of the result. I will let you have the goods at 
favourable price.” 

The merchants said ; “ We have one more peti- 
tion to make.” “ What is it?” he asked. They 
replied : “ Vtsudeva Pandit pretends that he is 
quite unable to obtain betel-leaf and tobacco 
“ What is this that you say ? ” asked the Governor. 
I hinted to the merchants that this was not the 
proper opportunity for mooting the subject. As the 
Governor was standing close at hand, he requested 
me to repeat what they had said. I stated that 
they complained regarding the conduct of VasudSva 
Pandit, who fixed what price he liked on betel-leaf 
and tobacco. He remarked ; “ 1 suppo.se a sufficient 
supply of betel-leaves has not yet arrived : hence 
the high price of that article.” I remained .silent. 
He next said : “ Do yon think that he wilfully 
endeavonr.s to raise the prices ?” 1 replied : “Nothing 
is hidden from you. Yon know everything.” 
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He then aaid : “ What does he lose, if he fixes 
low prices ? I suppose that it is the outcome 
of his grasping nature.” 1 answered ; “ Vasudeva 
Pandit anticipates that if any representations are 
made against him you will send for him, and demand 
an explanation. He hopes then to excuse himself 
by stating that no betel-leaves are brought now, 
because a good price is not offered for them 5 and 
he believes that upon this you will direct him to sell 
at the same price as heretofore. If he really desires 
to buy betel-leaves, any quantity of them can be 
obtained.*’ In reply the Governor declared that 
he would never revoke an order which he had once 
issued, and he directed me to assure the people 
of this. He next directed that VilsudSva Pandit be 
summoned. In the meantime, we went away to 
ov\r houses. When V'asndeva Pandit appealed, tlie 
Governor spoke to him in angry terms. The man 
then pledged himself not to sell betel-leaves at a 
high {irice, and took his departure. 

In consequence of indisposition, the Governor 
did not dress until noon tliis day, and remained in 
his night attire. 

Letters intimating the victory at Madras were 
sent to the NawMi of Arcot, Hn.sain Sdlub, and 
others. A present of twenty bottles of spirits and 
100 rupees was sent to Munshi Guldb Sing, and 15 
mohnrs were transmitted for presentation to His 
Highness the XawMi, in honour of the capture of 
Madras, A lettei- was fr)vwarded to Subbaiyan, the 
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vakil, requesfeing him to inform the N^awab, through 
Munshi Gulab Sing, that sugar-candj was being 
distributed in his name to the people, in celebration 
of the taking of Madras. The Nawab was also 
requested to write in a firm but coui’teous tone to 
Mahfuz Kh^n? prohibiting him from marching on 
Madras. Formal letters were likewise sent to Mir 
Ghuhim Husain, Imam Sahib, and Chanda Sahib. 

* Owing to indisposition, the ( lovernor remained 
in his sleeping clothe.s tc-da_v. 

Tuesday, 27fh t^'eyfemher 17^6, or loth Puraitds! 
q/' //a. -To-day, also, the Governor was ill, and 
did not dress ; consequeutlv' none of us repaired 
to his house. When, later on, he sent for me, I 
found him dressed, and talking to the Fngineer 
M. Serpeau, who requested jiermission to supply 
6,000 bricks required fur the house of Clianda 
Sfihib. The Governor sanctioned this. From his 
appearance it seemed as though he was snffei-ing 
from head-acdie. I therefore came awa\ . 

In accordance with ny\ dail\ routine, 1 took 
ray food, and slept. Arunacliala Chelti, Iriisappa 
ChetG and other petty bazaar merchants then paid 
their respects, and on taking leave of me said that 
they were going to Madras to purchase some 
merchandise. Thej also i-equested me to afldress m^ 
brother rea'arding their intentions. 1 consented to 
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do so, and forwarded a letter to him by post. As he 
was anxious to return, I sent word to him through 
Aruinichala Chetti that he should wait for a few 
days, and instructed Arundchala Chetti to explain 
to him clearly why he should not be in such a Imrry 
to come awaj". 

I despatcheil Kauihll Guruvappa Chetti to-day to 
Madras, with instructions to assist my brother for 
about ten days, with his advice. 

Wedneiidatf, 28th September 171^6, nr 16t]i. Pnriif- 
fcht oj Aknhnyn. — At 8 tins morning, Sdma Rao came 
to me, and said that the widow of DQst ’Ali Khdn, 
the late Nawfib, had arrived at my agrahdram, with 
the intention of coming into Pondichery on the 
morrow. He then represented that in accordance 
with what had been done on a previous occasion, the 
Governor should await her at the town -wale, that 
two Councillors with musicians should go out as far 
as Xainiya Pillai’s choultry to receive her, and that 
a salute should be fired when she reached the town- 
gate, and another from the fort when she arrived at 
her lodgings. 

I took Sdma Rao with me to the Governor's 
house, where I met Chlnna AEudali and Madandnda 
Pandit. The Governor was then in the office of 
M. Mathieii, and when he was returnin" to his 
own, we presented ourselves before him. He asked 
us what we wanted. Tanappa Mudali said ; “ The 
widow of Dfist ’Ali KhSn is reported to have arrived 
at Ranga Pillai s choultry. This messenger brings 
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intimation tliat she will enter the town to-uiorrow 
morning.” The Governor replied that she would 
be received with the honours befitting- her rank. I 
explained that the ladj looked for more. He asked 
me what she wanted, and 1 answered : ‘‘ When she 
visited Pondicherj on a former occasion, M. Dumas, 
who at the time was Governor, went in person as far 
as the town-gate, and sent the Deputy Governor and 
the other Councillors forward to meet her. The lady 
expects that the same procedure wall be followed 
now.” The Governor replied ; “ Those times have 
gone. I will, on this occasion, depute two Council- 
lors to receive her. 1 will send the Deputy Governor 
to meet her after she has passed through the town- 
gate.” Tanappa Mudali said that it was all that she 
desired. 

The Governor moved aside, and calling me to 
him, said : “ They require me to go as far as the 
Madras gate to receive her, and they quote the 
precedent of M. Dumas. They however granted 
possession of villages to M. Dumas, and also made 
him a gift of 10,000 pagodas. Presents amounting 
to another 10,000 were from time to time made by 
them to him in the course of the negotiations regard- 
ing piece-goods. If they gave the like to me, I would 
go to Madras itself to meet the lady-. Is it at all a 
matter for surprise that M. Dumas should have 
gone to the point that he did, when the obligations 
under which he lay to them were such as should have 
induced him to go ten leagues.” 1 replied : “ It is 
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true. Do us you think }3ro})er in tlie mutter.” “ Well 
then,’’ said the Governor, “ to tliose people, 
taking with vou their Brahman, who is now hero, 
mention to them in detail all the favours that 
M. Dumas received from them, and ask them Vidiatof 
a similar nature they have confei-red on me during 
my governorship. Yon know how to shape your 
di,scouise. Explain everything clearly to them. I 
will, to-morrow morning, go as far us the Madras 
gate, to meet the lady.” 

1 thereupon took Sama Rao aside, and detailed 
to him all the present.s which M. Dumas had received, 
including the grant to him of the villages of Azhi.sa- 
pakkam, etc. I further, said: “ Your power has 
vanished since M. Diipleix a.ssumed the reins, and he 
has haidly received any favours from you. But you 
must remember how many undertakings of yours 
have up to the present succeeded through his good 
offices, and how many more have yet to be cai'ried 
into effect with his assistance. There is that im- 
portant negotiation involving a loan of a lakh of 
rupees. Then there is that marriage to be arranged. 
Next there is that matter which has for its object 
the recall of Chanda Sahib. A merchant pays a 
premium of a thousand or two, to procure the advance 
of a loan of 4,000 or 5,000. Is it not incumbent on 
you to study how to please the Governor ? ” I next 
explained to him what steps should be taken to 
secure his good-will, and pointed out that unless the 
lady :ul noted them, .she could not hope to obtain 
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from the Govenioi' attentions similar to those which 
she had previously received. 

Sania Rao listened approvingly to me and saiil : 
“ 4Vhen M. Dumas was Governor, the control ut the 
whole country vvas in the possession of this family, 
the members of it required no services then at the 
hands of others, and they were able to reward 
M. Dumas. Now it has lost its power, and is de])en- 
dent on M. Dupleix for the accomjdishmcnt of all its 
undertakiug.s. It cannot bo denied that M. Dupleix 
has profited iji no way whatever. ]>ut the>e are 
the days of our decline. I will, howevei’. explain 
the matter to the wife of Chanda Sahib, ami in the 
afternoon will tell you what sln^ says.” 

I then sent him away on his errand. After 1 
had had my dinner, he Ciime to me. and said ; 
“ I went, and spoke to them. They agreed to 
all that 1 urged, and, under the present circum- 
stances, are willing to pay whatevo!’ you niay fix.” 
I replied : ” Why should 1 go with you ? Go by 
yourself, aud arrange the matter with them.” Sama 
Kao answered : “ Your presence will be needed to 
explain to them how they should behave in order 
to please the Governor . . ” 

29fli' Sci>tE)ii!jer 17^6^ nr J7t/i Fnruffdri 
nf Aksinu/a. — At 7 this morning, 1 went to see the 
Governor. He said to me : “The widows of Aawab 
Dost ’All Xhan, and of Ha.san ’All Khan, tlio Diwaii 
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Bahib, and ’All Naqi Sahib, have, as you know, 
arrived at Nainiya Pillai’s choultry. Set out with 
Chinna Mudali, and MM. Miran, and Paradis, taking 
with you the Nayinar,* and his peons, a party 
of dancing-girls, and musicians, and conduct the 
visitors hither.” 

Chinna Mudali and I accordingly set out, and 
went to I^ainiya Pillai’s choultry, in company with 
MM. Miran, and Paradis, the Nayinar and his peons, 
dancing-girls, and musicians. There we very re- 
spectfully saluted ’Ali Naqi Sahib and the Diwan 
Sfihib. The entire party now started for the town. 
Its following consisted of an elephant, ten horses, 
two palanquins, two chariots, two dhoolies, fifty 
bullocks, a hundred peons, and fifty waiting women, 
with all the necessary baggage. The Governor was 
waiting at the northern gate of the town, to receive 
the visitors. When they saw him, ’Ali Naqi Sdhib, 
the Diwan Sdhib, and others, left their horses or 
palanquins, embraced him, and exchanged courte- 
sies ; and then having offered their congratulations 
on the capture of Madras, accompanied him through 
the gate. Upon this a salute of twenty-one guns was 
fired. The Governor, with his Councillors, went in 
advance, and when he arrived opposite to the street 
leading to Kanakaniya Mudali’s house, he ordered 
Chinna Mudali, the Nayinai-, and me, to accompany 
the party, and turning eastward, proceeded with the 
Councillors to his own house. AVe three escorted 
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the visitors as far as ChandS Sahib’s house in tlie 
Brahman-street, where they were to reside. A 
salute of twenty-one guns was tlieu fired. 

After this, I took leave, and having made my 
report to the riovernor, reached my house at noon. 
Tu the afternoon, at 2, rice, pulse, and other provi- 
sions, were in accordance with Ids instr\ictions, ser.t 
for the use of Xawtib D6st ’Ali Khan’s widow. 

In the evening it was reported that a peon had 
given M. de Bury, when on the beach, a letter which 
he had been instructed by a European to deliver, 
and that when M. de Bury laid the matter before the 
Governor, the latter ordered that the man who 
had brought the letter, as well as the interpreter, 
M. de la Gatinais, should be imprisoned. He also 
directed a native oflScer and some peons — for whom 
he sent — to accompany the mail-cart. He further 
ordered that only those letters which bore his seal, or 
the Persian seal of Madame Dupleix, should be car- 
ried. The native officer and four peons accordingly 
set out with the mail-cart. 

At 4, the Marie Gertrude, captain, M. Fuel, 
anchored in the roads, and fired seven guns. No goods 
were landed from her. At 5 in the evening, a Dutch 
ship came from Negapatam, and announced her 
arrival by firing nine guns. Tlie former brought a 
cargo of spirits and pepper, and a letter from Kfu'ikrd. 

The Governor read that which came by M. Fuel’s 
shi]), and another which arrived by the mail. In 
the latter of these, it was stated that M. de la 
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Bourdonnais disregarded the orders of the Governor, 
whose letters he left unanswered, and that he did as 
he pleased. When MM- d’Espreraenil, Dulaurens, 
and Barthelem}^ rpiestioned his arbitrary conduct, 
M. de la Bourdonnais — so the letter ran — browbeat 
them, told them that it was no concern of theirs, 
directed tliom to confine themselves to their proper 
business of keeping accounts, and said that he 
would answer to the Company for his conduct. 
The letter farther stated that M. de la Bourdonn.ais 
had put on boartl his ships i-ed-wood, piece-goods, 
articles of merchandise, specie, heavy pieces of 
ordnance, and other stores, from both the tort and 
the town, that he had lansomed Fort 8t. George 
to the English for 11 lakhs of pagodas, leaving them 
in possession of the smalt pieces of artillery and a 
quantity of powder and shot, that he had obtained 
from them a bond in which they promised to pay 
th(‘ ransom money in two years, tliat he himself had 
resolved to sail for Mascareigue, and in his hurry 
was doing everything irregularly, ami that iMM. 
d’Espi-eracnil, Dulaurens and Barthelemy, irritated 
at his insubordinate and self-willed conduct, had 
betaken themselves to Mylapoi-e. 

The perusal of this communication thi'ew M. 
Dnpleix into a state of great anxiety. .Inst tlien, 
a letter from M. de la Bourdonnais, a(hh'esse<l to 
the Governor, arrived from INfadras. In it he stated 
that he had decided to seize all the merchandise, 
money, and valuables, lielonging to the Company 
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there, to take from the Armeniaus only half their 
treasure, to take possession of half the ammunition, 
cannon, muskets, spears, swords, and other arms 
found in the fort, leaving the other half to the 
English, and to restore the fort to them on their 
executing an undertaking to pay 11 lakhs of pagodas 
in two years, and engaging never more to fight 
against the French. The anger and vexation of 
the Governor, on reading this letter cannot be 
adequately described. 

Fridniji SOth Septemher 17^.6, or 18th Puraitim 
a/ Akshaya . — At 7 this morning, I went to the 
arecanut storehouse. The Governor wrote a letter 
to Madras, gave it and his seal to some peons, 
and instructed them to post the former after having 
shown the latter to those at the post office. 

At 8, a meeting of all the Europeans in the 
town — the Governor excepted — was held at the 
house of the Deputy Governor. It consisted of the 
Councillors, factors, captains of the soldiers and of 
the ships, priests, subordinate merchants, and others. 
The decision arrived at by the meeting was to the 
following effect : — 

“ AVe hear — so it has been represented to us — 
that M. de la Bourdonnais contravenes the orders of 
the Governor, and unlawfully favours the English at 
Madras. It was, in time past, decided that there 
should be no war in India between the English and 
French, but the English, disregarding this, have 
captured many ships on the high seas, and have 
44 
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even offered insults to the French at Pondichery and 
othei- seaport towns. The result of these irregu- 
larities on the part of the English, and of the letters 
written by them taunting the Prench, has been to 
induce the inhabitants of this connti’V — from Arcot 
to the Nizam’s dominions — to think highly of the 
prowess of the English, and disparagiuglj of tliat 
of the French. M. de la Bourdonnais left Masca- 
reigne with nine ships, and notwithstanding that he 
had a full complement of men and munitions of 
war on board, ivas making his way slowly, and with 
much trouble, towards Pondichery. At this time, 
he fell in with six English men-of-war, which had 
been long at sea, and were therefore by no means 
fit for an encounter. When the fleets engaged, 
M. de la Bourdonnais, instead of defeating the 
English, and capturing their ships, fled from them, 
and arrived with his fleet at Pondichery. 

“ For two years the French ships on their 
way to various ports were captured, and no others 
arrived from Prance. The treasui’v in the fort was 
depleted of money. Tlie English acted illegally in 
various ways, and the prestige of the Frencli was 
totally lost. 'I’heir credit was gone, and no one 
would advance money to the Government. But, 
when all looked gloomy for Poudichery, ]\r. Dupleix 
brought his energies to bear, and turned the tide of 
misfortune. Possessed of riches, courage, an in- 
domitable will, and a spirit which refused— even in 
this time of trouble— to look upon the English 
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otherwise than with contempt, M. Diipleis rose 
superior to the occasion, lavished his wealth, 
repaired the fort and ramparts, enlisted Mahe 
sepoys and others, secretly collected provisions for 
the army, and, to prevent the desertion of Pondi- 
chery by its inhabitants, gave employment to every 
one of them. 

“Daring this anxious period, a disturbance 
occurred at Kdrikal which was fo?nented by the 
people of Tanjore. M. Dupleix overcame the 
Tanjoreans, established his power firmly in Iviirikdl, 
and made the name of the French once more a terror 
to their enemies. And when a man of such conse- 
quence as the Nigdm encamped with his 70,000 
horse at Trichinopoly, and sent his chief subahdar 
to make apologies for his unjustifiable conduct, M. 
Dupleix would not receive them, and seizing bis litter 
drove the envoy out with ignominy. He pursued 
the Nizdm’s men as far as the limits of the town of 
Cuddalorc, and so terrified the people of Madras and 
Cuddalore, that they fled, neither eating by day 
nor sleeping by night. M. Dupleix’s fame now was 
such that so mighty a personage as Anwar-ud-din 
Kh au. the subahdar of Arcot, repaired voluntarily 
to Pondicherv, and sought the alliance of this great, 
and valourous man. 

“ MHren M. de la Bourdonnais arrived at Pondi- 
chery, M. Dupleix encouraged him with his advice, 
placed on board his ships a great number r)f men 
with a large quantity of stores, and sent him out to 
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capture and bring in tbe five English ships which 
were reported to be hovering about. The uews of 
the fitting out of this expedition was conveyed to 
the people of Negapatam, who fortliwith began to 
tremble. So they entertained ]V1. de la Bourdonnais 
at a dinnei’, paid 15,000 pagodas, the value of the 
French ships which they had purchased from the 
English, obtained a safe-conduct for their vessels 
sailing on the high seas, and ti'eated the French with 
every mark of respect and civility. At that time, 
the five English ships approached Negapatam, and 
their crews, obtaining tidings of the attentions shown 
to the French by the Dutch, and seeing the formid- 
able array of the French fleet, sailed away in the 
night. Instead of pursuing and capturing the 
enemy, M. de la Bourdonnais returned with his fleet 
to Pondichery. 

“ Before his arrival, however, M. Dupleix had 
embarked French soldiers, Coffres, !Mah^ Muham- 
madans, Carnatic sepoys, and other troops, on board 
the ships, native craft, and sloops lying in the roads. 
He moreover had ordered that horses, palanquins, 
powder, ball, shot, shells, liquors, sheep, fowls, pigs, 
vegetables, water, salt, ladders, spades, pickaxes, 
knives, and all other military stores, together with 
tents, tent-pegs, tent-ropes, rush candles, blue 
lights, rockets, spears, muskets, guns, and mortars, 
should be conveyed on board in .«uch quantities, and 
in such numbers, that in any emergency, nothing 
might be found wanting. Seeing the preparations 
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made, M. de la Bourdonnais was seized with fear 
lest the Governor should order him to attack 
Madras ; so he feigned illness, and proceeding to 
Ozhukarai, took to his bed. 

“ The Governor was astonished, and wondering 
within himself how M. de la Bourdonnais could act 
in this manner, when he had made all the necessary 
preparations for a war, went to see him, and, in 
a friendly tone, remonstrated with him not once, but 
ten times. He employed others, also, to advise M. de 
la Bourdonnais on the subject. But he would not 
listen to any one. He only ordered his ships to go 
on a cruise. The eight which formed his fleet pro- 
ceeded without mishap to Madras, and engaged the 
shipping in the roads there. The English directed 
the guns of the fort against the French. Charging 
the English with being the aggressors, the French 
fleet hauled oft, and having made two captures, 
arrived with their prizes at Pondichery. 

“ M. Dupleix again sent for M. de la Bour- 
donnais, and gathering about him the Councillors 
and other men of rank, said as follows : ‘ The 

English have committed many illegal acts. The 
King of France, with the object of deposing the 
present King of England, and raising another to the 
throne, has invaded the English dominions, and 
conquering them all, made the French name famous 
for ever, has captured all the English forts, has de- 
prived the English of their strength, has destroyed 
many people, and as the avenger of wrongs, is 
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now about to place on the English throne the 
person whom he befriended. The English on the 
coast of India have however employed four pirate- 
ships to prowl about the sea, on the plea that they 
belonged to their former king, and have succeeded 
in capturing four or five country vessels. They 
write to all the men of rank in this country, magni- 
fying their achievements. Hence the glory of our 
King has become clouded here. We have, therefore, 
for the last two years been making vast preparations 
for war. Madras is one of the largest of the towns 
possessed by the English on the Indian coast. It has 
been in their possession for one hundred and six 
years, and it is a place of great strength, the 
reputation of which is known even to the Emperor 
of Delhi. We have made all the requisite prepara- 
tions for capturing it within a very brief space of 
time ; if we succeed, and plant the French flag 
over it, the pride of our foes the English rvill be 
humbled, and the fame of our rule will reach even 
the ears of the Emperor of Delhi. We have now 
sent proper men to Madras, and have fixed upon the 
sites for the encampment for onr forces, the points 
at which the guns should be placed in position 
to cannonade the fort, and the spots where the 
walls can be scaled. We have even nominated the 
Councillors and executive officers, who have been 
ordered to set out for Madras. It only I'emains for 
you to start with the attacking force. We have 
arranged all else. Every detail will be carried 
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out by the men whom we have already sent, 
Accompany the expedition y’ourself, if you so desire, 
or give directions to the officers of your fleet to take 
part in it.’ 

“ To this speech of the Governor, M. de la 
Bonrdonnais replied ; * I have no orders to engage 
the enemy on land. You however direct mo to 
attack a very large and powerful place, think- 
ing to crush it as yon would a mosquito beneath 
your heel. I do not know whether the result will 
be a victory, or a defeat. If we sustain a reverse, 
will not the Oorapany turn round, and ask, ‘Who 
authorized y^ou to undertake this expediiioii, waste so 
much money, and sacrifice the lives of so many 
men '? If, therefore, you will give me a written 
statement signed by you, taking all the res|)onsi- 
bility on y'ourself — whether the expedition end in 
victory or defeat — I have no objection to accom- 
pany it.’ 

“ M. Dupleix exclaimed: ‘ 'I'he English have 
insulted the French, have captured their ships on the 
Indian coast, and have fired at them from their 
fort. To render the name of the French feared by 
every one in this country, and to uphold the repu- 
tation of our King, and the interests of the Coitipany, 
I am now resolved to capture Madras, and to seize 
and deal with the English there, as they deserve. 
I will not leave them alone. You need not take the 
responsibility of the expedition on yourself. What- 
evei' comes ; whether it be weal, or woe, I, alone, 
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will be accountable to the Company. You have no 
part, or lot, in the matter.’ He signed a document to 
this effect, and delivered it to IM. de la Bourdonnais, 
who secured it, and went with the expedition. 

Providence has blessed the efforts and the pre- 
cautions taken by General Dupleix, and the English, 
being unable to sustain even a day’s attack, have eva- 
cuated Fort St. George. Now, how does the credit 
of this success lie with M. de la Bourdonnais ? The 
victory was solely due to the foresight of M. Dupleix. 
It is now reported that M. de la Bourdonnais has 
decided to restore the fort to the English, and grant 
them liberty, and to take with him the merchandise 
and gold and silver found there. He also declares 
that he will answer for his proceedings to the 
Company. What right has M. de la Bourdonnais to 
do anything of the kind ? ” 

Such were the remarks made, and questions 
asked, by the assembly, at the Deputy Governor’s 
house. The discussion of them lasted until 1 1 o’clock ; 
and at noon all the Europeans went to the Gov- 
ernoi’’s house, and made the following representation 
to him; “We live under the flag of the French 
King, and are bound to uphold his honour. The 
English have done us many wrongs, and have 
even insulted us. You have now by the capture of 
Madras, lowered the English pride, and have estab- 
lished for ever the fame of the King of France, 
and this will reach the ears of the Emneror of Delhi. 
The fall of Madras is due to your superior skill, and 
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forethought; and it was not possible for anj one 
else to have achieved the success whicb you have. 
Now we hear that M. de la Bourdonnais is treating 
with the Eno'lish for the return of Fort St. George to 
them. It he has restored it, we dare not show our 
faces in this Muhammadan kingdom. All our glory 
will ha\e departed. What does he mean by making 
restitution of Fort St. George, which was captured 
only after a severe struggle, and the taking of which 
has greatly added to our reputation ? We have 
come to you to protest against his proceedings.” 

On hearing the representation of the Europeans, 
M. Duplei.v assured them that he would not accord 
his sanction to any measures of which they dis- 
approved, and told them that he would forthwith 
send a letter to M. de la Bourdonnais forbidding him 
to proceed further. The Governor retained with him 
the Deputy Governor, M. Miran, M. Guilliard, M. 
Le Maire, M. Bruyeres, and M. Paradis, and sent the 
remainder of the party that had waited upon him 
away. He then summoned the younger M. Miran, 
M. Auger, and 31. de Bury ; and having written a 
despatch to 31. de la Bourdonnais on the lines 
suggested by the deputation, directed 31. Paradis, M. 
de Bury, 31. Desmarets the greffier, and 31. Bruyeres, 
to proceed by ship to 3Iadra3. They set sail at 4 
in the evening. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

FHOTU OCTOBER ^ 7 ^ 6 ’, TO OCTOBER 10™, 171^0. 

Ang-tjr of GoTcrnor at conduct of M. de lii ’Jourdonnais — ftoTcrnor 
occupied with Council, etc. and therefore unable to see diarist and 
others — In consequence of attitude of M. de la Bourdouuais, 51. d’EsprS- 
menil invested with supreme power at Madras — Imprisonment of JI. de 
la Bourdonnais, if he refuse to recognise this, ordered — Speculations 
of Governor and others as to whether he will obey — Talk as to expected 
arrival of ships from Mah€ — Baiuns of marriage of 51. de la Touche 
and Jlademoiselle .istruc pohlishpd — Diarist waits on JI. Dubois — Who 
condemns the conduct of M. de la Bourdonnais— Expresses belief that 
he has rendered him.self liable to punishment — And the opinion that 
expected despatches will throw further light on the matter — Letters 
to Governor froui Raja of Travancore, and French priests — The former 
refers to buttle between French and English Hoets -Governor angry 
with Tauappa Mudali for persisting in translating this — He with- 
draws— Governor mentions to diarist doings of M. tie la Bonrdonnais 
— Whom he accuses of enriching himself with spoils of Madras — 
Further conversation — MM. de Mainvilte and Bouchet arrive from 
Sladras — Former returns with despatch from Council — Letters from 
Jl . d'Esprem4uil and others — Account in these of interview between 
M. Paradis, etc., and il. de la Bourdonuai.^ — And consequent discussion 
— Letters repoit also that supreme authority then claimed for 51. 
d'Espreinenil — That attacking force was called upon to take oath of 
allegiance — That M. de la Bourdonnais was called upon to submit on 
pain of arrest — That 51. d’Espiemenil took charge- -And that Mr. Morse 
and others were informed that they were prisoners — Council forwards 
replies — Sits again, and sends another despatch — Diarist fails to see 
Governor —Writes to his brother — Sends for certain elephant dealers 
— Settles accounts with them — And rakes rcc(‘ipts--5Ii.sfortnnes of 
Muttaiya Pniai — He applies for permission to reside at Pondichory— 
This granted on certain conditions— Council meets, and forwards 
despatches to 5Iadras —Sitting resumed, and further despatches 
sent — Peons sent out hy 51adame Duplei'; to seize all letters fiom 
5Iadra8— lieinfoi'cement for 5Iadras— 51. Boiineau, who had been 
imprisoned hy 51. de la Bourdonnais, letuins— On his arrival. Council 
held — M. de la Touche tells diarist how 51. de la Bourdonnais invited 
M. d’Espreraeni), etc., to dinner- 5[ade an excuse for embarking the 
troops — -\nd on their objecting, arrested some, and continued the 
embarkation— Opinion of 51. de la Touche as to intentions of 51. de la 
Bourdonnais — He lefers to action of 51. Dupleix— And to the effect 
of thf disobedience of 51. de la Bourdonnais— 5Iovements of ships which 
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left France in February 17-16— Arrival of three of these — The care;oes 
landed from them — The ships bring news of the war between English 
and French, and successes of the latter — 31. Dumas reported to be in 
good health— 31. Dupleix proposes to visit 3Iadras~Opinion rif diarist 
on this [loint — He furnishes Suga Sing w'ith a draft —Offieer .sent wuth 
despatch to 31. de la Bourdonnais— Xews of dismissals of Comjdroller- 
Gciieral, and 31. de Fulvy — Return of 3Iuttaiva Piilai— .Account of 
his previous conduct — Uis return an illustration of th<‘ poweilcssness 
of the human wdU — 3Vliy he Hcd to Vazhudavur — And tht're decided 
to return to Pondichery — Every one visits him on his return — 
Diarist finds him muoh changed — His retain a souicu of rejoicing 
to all, save a few — Arrangemeiits reguidiiig certain iccords— -31, 
d’Auteuil returns from 31udras — Letters from diarist’s brother — These 
state that 31. de la Bourdonnais had proclaimed rendition of the fort 
— Had told the merchants that the) should obtain tlieir keys from 
Mr. 3Iorae — i^nd was hurriedly shipping lucicliundUo — Also mentiou 
amount of treasure found in the fort, and how' disposed of — One of 
the letters gives conversarion with M. Paradis, and begs for iccall 
— Diarist sends replies — Brother's Icdter reports death of Francibco 
Pereira — Loss occasioned to diarist by this — History oi this man — His 
dishonest conduct, ami flight to -\rcot--His treachery to Ijis master, 
Chanda Sahib — His fiubso<jiicnt career, and doaili — Medical atieTidaiiL 
of V, Isarasiuga Kaja observes alarming S) mptonis and returns to 
Pondichery — States to diavi't that case — Congratu- 

lations to Cluvcriior from Ta«ii Sahib, etc., on fall «>f 3Ia<hus — He 
refuses to allow tiiis to be translated — Rea>on foi this— 'Wlmt 31. de 
la Bourdonnais did at Madras to defeat intentions < f 31 Dupleix — 
His conduct towards the Govcrnoi --Steps taken by him to seenK' 
the spoils of 31adrab for himself — Lstimatc.b <d‘ the plundt'r obtaiii(‘({ hy 
him — Diuri.jt seth this down at a croie of imgo<las — C’upuiieof 31a(Ua> 
entirely due, in his (opinion, to 31. Doplei.x — 31 d<* la Bourdonnai.-' 
considered to have suap[)cd up tlio friat.s of this — T’bc b-vri by 31. 
Dupleix of this opportauiry altrioutid to ptrvci‘'e Lite— .Vn oimi of 
ransom paid by English — Report of eail\ retuiu of 31. fi'Espi/unf'uil. 

SaUi.rdaij, Id Octoht^r IV/t-O, or lOlh I' n rn Udd ,,f 
Akshmja . — The Governor was engaged in the follow- 
ing waj to-daj. As Al, de la Bourdonnais liadignored 
the autliority of MM. d’Espreuithiil, Jfulanrens, and 
BartheTeiuy, wlio were sent by tbe Governor to 
administer affairs at Aladras, and had intimated to 
them that they had no business tiiere, and that if 
they wished to stay they should remain aloof, and as 
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he had, in absolute disobedience of the orders of 
the Council at 1‘ondichery, restored Madras to the 
English for a sura of money, and disposed as he 
thought fit of the mercliaudise which he found there, 
the Governor was deeply vexed, and was busily 
engaged to-day with deliberations in Council, and 
writing despatches. He had therefore no leisure to 
speak to us. Tanappa Mudali and I saluted him, and 
remained at his house for nearly an Indian hour. I 
afterwards went to the arecanut storehouse. From 
tliis, I went as usual to ray house, and passed the 
remainder of the day in my customary manner. 

Sunday, 2nd October 17U6, or 20th Puraftnsi of 
Akahinja . — Nothing of more importance than the fol- 
lowing occurred to-day. As M. de la Bourdonnais 
had declared that he took all responsibility for his 
conduct at Madras on himself, and would explain it 
direct to the Company, and that the Council at 
Fondichery had no concern in the matte)’, an order 
was sent investing M. d’Espremcnil Avith supreme 
power at Madras, and directing the imprisonment 
of M. de la Bourdonnais, in case that he refused to 
acknowledge M. d’ FJspremeuirs authority. The 
Governor, and the other Europeans, were engaged 
to-day in discussing this subject. They did nothing 
but speculate on the probable conduct of M. de 
la Bourdonnais ; whether ho would obey the order of 
the Council, or whether, relying on his strength, he 
would defy it, and command those Avho conveyed 
the order to him to depart. There was, also, much 
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talk as to the expected arrival of three ships which 
had been ordered to sail from Mahe, and doubts 
were expressed whether they would reach Poudi- 
chery by the end of October. As for me, I passed 
iny day in the usual round of business. 

This morning, the first banns of the marriage 
contemplated between M. de la Touche, and the 
younger sister of M. Astruc, the present Deputy 
Governor of Porto Noro, were published in the 
church. 

I did not go to the Governor's house, as I 
went to see M. Dubois in the morning, and after 
chatting with him proceeded at 10, to the arecanut 
store-house. 

Taesdaij, li-lJi October lUkS, or 22 nd Parattdsi of 
Alishaija.— l waited on M, Dubois. In the course of 
conversation with him, he expressed his opinion that 
M. de la Bourdonnais was to blame in disobeying 
the orders of M. Dupleix, and concluding terms 
with the English, that he was wrong in per- 
mitting Madras to bo ransomed for 1 1 lakhs of 
pagodas, and that he acted improperly in setting 
aside the authority of the Councillors who were sent 
from Pondichery, and in declaring to them that 
their presence in the fort was not required, that 
his authority there was supreme, that he alone 
was responsiblu to the Company, and that the 
Council had no control over his actions. M. Dubois 
further said that as the orders of the King and 
his ministers expressly laid down that the authority 
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of the Governor of Pondichery was supreme 
over all the Indian possessions which were under 
the white flag, M. de la Bourdonnais had, by his 
disobedience to the Governor, rendered himself 
liable to punishment. He added that a further 
light would be thrown on the matter in the course 
of the day, as despatches detailing the events 
that bad transpired after the arrival of MM. de 
Bury, and Paradis, were expected from Madras. 

I next went to the Governor’s house, and some 
time after my arrival a palmyra-leaf letter from 
Vala MartSnda RiljS of Travancore, and a letter 
from the French priests residing in that country 
were delivered to the Governor. The former of 
these contained the following : “ Some time ago, 
two of your ships anchored in the roads here, and 
we sasv to the repair of these. The dubash of 
Mahe was then here. A report is current that 
a fleet of nine sail on its way from France had an 
engagement with six of the English off Negapatam, 
bat that the latter escaped. We desire to be in- 
formed in writing whether your fleet will reach our 
dominions in October.” As TanappaMudali desired 
me to go with him to the Governor, to interpret 
the letter, I went. When he began to translate 
it, the Governor interrupted him, saying that he 
knew what it was about, because the other letter 
hadalready given him the information, and therefore 
that he need not interpret it. Tanappa Mndali 
attempted to proceed, and the Governor again said 
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that he was quite aware of the contents ot the letter. 
Nevertheless he persisted in going on, on which the 
Governor expressed his annoyance, and thereupon 
Tanappa Mudali withdrew. 

The Governor then called me up, and when I 
approached him, said : “ Have you heard what de 
laBourdonnais has been doing in Madras? lie has 
restored it to the English, for 11 lakhs of pagodas. 
He has obtained from the English prisoners of 
war a promissory note, payable in Europe by the 
English treasury, knowing that such an under- 
taking, executed by prisoners of war, is null and 
void. See, Rangappa, how he has behaved, and how 
he has enriched himself with the spoils of Madras.” 

“ True, sir,” said I, with the object of humour- 
ing the Governor, “ M. de la Bourdonnais is doomed 
to destruction, and hence he pursues his present 
policy, and covers himself with disgrace.” 

The Governor continued : “ His conduct and 
deeds will never be relished by your brother. He, 
I doubt not, has written to you complaining much 
against M. de laBourdonnais.” 

“ It is true,” said I ; “ many are the expressions 
by him of entire disappro\ al of all that 1\I. de la 
Bourdonnais has done.” 

“No doubt of it,” observed he, and then he 
continued ; “ MM. de Fulvy and Orry are no longer 
Comptrollers- General and M. de la Bourdonnais’ 
power is at an end.” 

“ Time,” I replied. 
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This morning at 7, M. deMainville, and M. 
Bouchet the brother-in-law of M. Desfresnes, arrived 
from Madras. A Council was held, and M. de 
Mainville was directed at 10 to return with all 
speed, taking with him a despatch signed by the 
Councillor.s. He was supplied with eighteen palan- 
quin- be are x's. I gave him a letter to luy brother. 

This evening, letters from MM. d’Espremenil, 
Dulaurens, and their party, arrived from Madras. 
These contained the following particular.s. M . Pai’a- 
dis, M. de Bury, and those with them, who quitted 
Pondichery on Friday, ISth Pnrnttfisi (.30th Sep- 
tember), ari'ived at Mylaporo on Saturday, 19th 
idem (1st October). They had a talk with M. 
d’Espremeiiil, and his companions, who had betaken 
themselves th.ere in displeasure at the conduct of 
M. de la Bourdonnais. On Sunday, 20th Purattasi 
(2nd October), they all proceeded to Madras, and 
asked M. de la Bourdonnais to explain why he had 
restored it to the English. He replied that he did 
so as he had been authorized in writing by the 
Council at l^ondichery to exercise his discretion. 
M. d’BsprOncnil, Dulaurens, and other officials, 
explained that the order to which he referred gave 
him full discretionary powers in the conduct of 
the siege of Madras alone, and did not invest him 
with any authority to interfere thereafter, either 
in the administration of the fort, or in that of the 
town. M.de la Bourdonnais replied that he had 
restored the town to the English, because the 
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capture of Madras was planned and effected by 
them all, without any authority from the King of 
France to wage war on land, and also because he had 
seized all the treasure that he found in the fort, and 
had settled with the English for the payment of 1 1 
lakhs of pagodas, as a condition of restoring the fort 
to them. The Frenchmen, who came to remonstrate 
with him now declared that tlie new order issued by 
the Council at Poudichery conferred the supreme 
authority' on M. d’Espreraenil, and cancelled the 
powers of M. de la Bourdonnais. They, thereupon, 
drew their swords, and called upon the ships’ crews, 
the officers, the captains, and all others, to swear 
fealty to the King of France, and to take an oath of 
allegiance to M. cVEspremcnil The order of the 
Council at Pondichery was next read, and proclaimed. 
M. de la Bourdonnais was called upon to surrender 
his sword, and to take the oath. They threatened 
that, if he did not, he would in accordance with the 
instructions which they said that they had received, 
be taken into custody. The captains and officers 
of the ships remained silent. M. cl’Esprcmcnil 
took charge of the keys of the fort, and issued his 
orders. Mr. Morse, the Governor of Madras, and 
the other Englishmen, were next summoned, and 
were informed that they were piisoners, and that 
the restoration of the fort to them was cancelled. 

Such, as communicated to me by M. Eobert, 
M. Lhostis, M. Dubois, and others, was the news 
received by the Governor of Pondichery. The 
40 
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letter containing it aiTived at 4 in the afternoon. A 
Council was immediately held, and its deliberations 
lasted until 8. A reply was written, and two copies 
of it were made. One was sent by post, and the 
other despatched by a catamaran. The nature of 
this is not at present known, but it will come to 
lio-ht in course of time. 

o 

Wednesday, 5th October lldtG, or SSrd Piiraffdsi 
of Ahsliaija. — A Council was hold this morning, and 
a despatch was sent in duplicate, A letter came by 
post from Madi’as. The full particulars will become 
kuown the day after to-morrow. 1 went to see the 
Governor, but as he was busy writing despatches 
to Madras, I could not obtain speech with him. I 
returned home at noon, took a drive in the evening, 
and on my I’eturn, wrote a letter to my brother 
at Madras, for despatch by post on the morrow. 

Thursday, Gth October 11 hG, or 2kth Puraitdsi 
of — This morning at 7, I went to my 

arecanut storehouse, where, three hours after- 
wards, in the presence of Lakshmana Nayakkan, 
Sungu SeshS-chala ChetG, and Go pal Rao, 1 sent for 
the elephant dealers Siiga Sing and Errama Nayak- 
kan, and said to them : " On 25th April 1745, you 
jointly deposited with M. Dupleix, the Governor, 
3,681 star pagodas, and with me 715 Pondichery 
rupees. Suga Sing lodged with me on his separate 
account 320 rupees, and Errama Nayakkan 300. 
The foregoing amounts have been returned to yon 
to defray your common charges, common debt, and 
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private expenses. An account of these has been 
maintained by accountant Ella Pillai. You must 
therefore furnish us "with acknowledgments of 
having got back the money.” Assenting to this, 
they gave me receipts as follows : one to the Gov- 
ernor, stating that thej* had received through me 
pagodas (3,681^ three thousand six hundred and 
eighty- one ; another to me for Pondichery Rs. 716; 
a separate one from Suga Sing for Es. 320 ; and one 
from Errama Yuyakkan for Rs. 300. These were 
drawn up by Sivarama Sustri in his own hand, and 
signed by the two men. Each was also attested by 
witnesses Sungu S^shachala Chetti, and Lakshmana 
NSyakkan. I entrusted the four receipts to SivarSma 
SSstri, and bade him secure them in my* box, at home. 

I despatched, in charge of a peon, a bottle of ink 
to my brother. 

The following is the news concerning Muttaiya 
Pillai, as related by his brother’s wife Muttammal, 
and Tiruvottasama Mudali : — 

Muttaiya Pillai rented Tyagavalli, and two or 
three villages, in the country of Bhuvanagiri. Not 
being able to realize the revenues of these, he experi- 
enced losses. The officers of the State then pressed 
him hard for the payment of his dues. Unable to en- 
dure their worrying, he decamped to Vazhudavur by- 
night. His Pegu pony, which would dance to music, 
and his household furniture, were consequently seized. 
His attendant Nagan however untied the animal from 
the place where it had been tethered, and next ni^ht 
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brought it away to Vazhuduvur. But as he rode 
the pony at. the top of its speed, it died from inter- 
nal injuries, about four Indian hours after they had 
reached Vazhuduvur. This circumstance caused 
Muttaiya Pillai much sorrow. He accordingly put 
himself in communication with the priests of the 
church of St. Paul, through Muttammal his brother’s 
wife. They applied on his behalf to the Governor, 
for a permit to reside in Pondichery. He granted it, 
but said: “I sanction this in consideration of your 
praj'er. He must however return to the town 
privately, confine himself to his house, and live 
peaceably there. I will not suffer him to meddle 
with any matter here. If ho agrees to these condi- 
tions, he may come.” The permit Avas then foinvarded 
to Muttaiya Pillai. This took place about seven or 
eight days ago. 

There was a meeting of the Council this morning at 
8, at the Governor’s house, and the sitting continued 
until noon. It sent some despatches to Madras, 
at 11. After dinner, the sitting was resumed, and 
the Council carried on its deliberations until 6 in the 
evening, Avhen it again despatched letters to the 
same destination. After the meeting had dispersed, 
the Governor entered his office-room, and occupied 
himself Avith writing. All this confusion is_ due to 
the trouble given by M. de la Bourdonnais at Madras. 
He is the cause of great embarrassment to the 
Council which had in consequence to sit from the 
mormng until the eveninor. 

- V ^ _ 
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This evening, Madame [Dupleix] sent six peons to 
patrol tlie western road, and six others to do tlie 
same on thy northern road, with orders to seize OA'ery 
one who carried letters to or from ^Madras, 

Fifty Mahe sepoys, under the command of Major 
duBocage, were sent to Madras. 

Frida I/, 7th Octoher 17h0, or 25th Piiraltusi of 
Ahshaiia. — M. Boiineau, the Councillor at Masca- 
reigne, who went some time ago from Pondiclier}' to 
Madras, returned from the latter place, at S this 
morning. He had been imprisoned by M. de la 
Bonrdonnais, but was released wdien M. d’Espre- 
inenil assumed charge. He left iMadras secretly the 
night before last, and going to Mylapore, started 
thence, and arrived at Pondichery at 8, 'When 
he reached the Governor’s house, all the Councillors 
were summoned, and a Council Avas held. Just 
then, a letter arrived from Madras by post. A 
despatch for that place was sent by the post at noon, 
after the Council had broken up. 

I asked M. de laTouche to tell me why a Council 
sat yesterday, from sunrise until G in the evening, 
and again until noon to-day, and why the Governor 
appeared depressed. He replied to me as follows : 
“ M. de la Bonrdonnais, in celebration of his 
Saint’s day, ordered guns to be fired at Madras, at 
sunrise, on the ilst and 22nd Purattasi (drd and 4th 
October). He then invited M. d’Espremdnit, M. 
Halaurens, M. do Bury, M. Paradis, M. Barthelemy, 
M. vle la Tour, and other distinguished men, to dine 
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■with him in the fort at midday. When the guests 
■were seated at table, M. de la Bourdonnais addi’essed 
them, and said, ‘ I have received a report that English 
ships are approaching. You must permit me to em- 
bark all the soldiers from Pondichery on board my 
fleet.’ ‘ No, No ’ cried M. de Bury, M. Paradis, and 
their companions. M. de la Bourdonnais frowned 
on them, and ordex’ed twenty-four of his men, who 
■were under arms, to seize M. de Bury, M. Paradis, 
and M. de la Tour, and to keep them in custody. 
He deprived M. d’Espremenil of his authority, and 
assumed the sole po^wer. He next ordered that the 
soldiers be embarked on board his ships, and directed 
that the merchandise in the fort and to^wn should be 
conveyed on board.” 

The prompt measures adopted by M. de la Bour- 
donnais, in disobedience of the Council’s orders, 
lead me to think that he will I’estore Madras to the 
English, and set sail Avith his ships for France, 
carrying away with him all the merchandise Avhich 
he found in Madras. His future action is uncertain. 
The anxiety experienced by M. Dupleix is indeed 
great. The desire Avhich ho cherished, for the last 
two years, was the capture of Madras. AVhen M. de 
la Bourdonnais demurred to this, on the ground that 
he had no orders from the King and his Ministers, 
M. Dupleix overruled his objections, by giving him a 
written statement in which he took all the responsi- 
bility on himself. Finally, when Madras was cap- 
tured, and the French flag was hoisted on its walls, 
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M. de la Bourdonnais, setting’ at nanglit tlie oi’ders 
of M. Dupleix, plundered the foi’tof all the treasures 
which it contained, and then restored it to the 
English. If M. Dupleix is to derive no advantage 
from the capture of IMadras, if his orders are to be 
set aside, and the men whom he sent tliither are 
to be imprisoned, what greater evil could befall him 
in this woi’ld ? Hence his grief is boundless. His 
reputation, too, has declined much in the estimation 
of the outside public. 

Saturday, 8th October 171^6, nr SGth PuratUhi 
of Alcsliaya. — The seven ships which left France 
in the month of Masi of Krodhana, correspond- 
ing to February 1746, reached Mascareigne Four 
remained there ; and the other three proceeded to 
Mahe. Leaving that place on the 12th * September, 
that is 1st Furattasi, the latter arrived at Pondicliery 
this morning, at sunrise. Eleven guns were fired by 
the Ceutaure alone, thereasoii for this being that M. 
Dordelin, who was in command of the squadron, was 
on board that ship. The others were the Brilliant 
and the Mars. The captains were . . .t The 

following goods were landed from the ships ; — 
casks of spirits, 100 bales of English broad-cloth 
known as Mocha broad-cloth, thirty bales of broad- 
cloth striped green and red, thirty bales of red 
broad-cloth, eighty bales of serge, and 120 boxes 
of silver. There was a consignment of twentv-four 
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boxes of silver, and one box of gold bullion for 
Biissorab, sent from Mahe. The bales of broad- 
cloth intended for Bengal are mentioned in detail 
in the accounts of lOtli Arppisi (23i’d October), and 
these may be referred to. 

The tidings which the ships brought wore that 
when they left Fi’ancc the King was everywhere 
victorious, that the King of England had sus- 
tained many disasters and defeats, and had lost 
to the King of France alibis dominions, w'ith the 
exception of London and a small extent of country, 
that the royal personage on whose behalf the French 
King bad waged war against England is likely to be 
established on the English throne, that the war had 
been brought to a stand-still owing to the setting 
in of winter, but was to be resumed in Chittirai 
(April) next, that the renown of the King of France 
had spread far and wide through all the kingdoms 
of Europe, and that AI. Dumas wms enjoying the 
best of health, and distinguishing himself as a 
Director of the Company. 

Last night, M. Diipleix told Lis wife that he 
wish.ed to go to Madra.s, and have a few words wuth 
M. de la Boiirdonnais regarding the irregularities 
there. She wished to accompany him, but M. 
Dupleix Avould not allo-.v her to do so, because he 
expected to be absent for only the space of a few 
hours, as he intended to go by sea. The proposed 
visit to Madras w'ould serve no useful purpose and 
I do not think that he will go. 
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dunst on 
the [KUht. 
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This nigM, I furnislied Suga Sing with a draft 
upon Muttaija Tirumalai Pillai of Ij^apSttai for 
1,350 star pagodas, payable at one month’s sight. 
He said that he would .send Eamakrishnan. 

An officer named Avice,* who belonged to one of 
the ships which arrived from France to-day, .started 
for Madras at night, bearing with him letters from 
France and Mascareigne, which were addressed to 
M. de la Bourdonnais, commander of the troops. 
The news brought by the squadron was that the 
former Oomptroller-General had been dismissed, M. 
Maehaut d’Aimouville taking his place, and that 
M. de Fulvy, the younger brother of the for?ner 
roinptroller-General, had been removed from his 
post, and M. Eoulier appointed as his successor. 

Sundai/, 9th October 17 kh, or S7th Purattdri of 
Akshaija . — Muttaiya Pillai having received thepermit 
obtained from the Governor through the intercession 
of the priests of the church of St. Paul, returned 
to Pondichery from Vazhudivur, at 8 this morning. 

He left Pondichery on 22nd Vaigasi of Eudrotk&ri, 
[1st June 1743]. He then represented to the Gov- 
ernor that the most learned of the Brahman S^stris 
had arrived from the south, in connection with a local 
festival at Tirupp9ppnliyur,a village attached to Cud- 
dalore, and that he would persuade him to speak to 
the Hindus here in view to pulling down the present 
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temple of Vedapuri t^waraii, ami recoustriicting it 
elsewhere. 'I’he Governor thereupon permitted him 
to repair to the festival at Tiruppappuliyiir. This 
was just about the time when Gdptla Narauaii an was 
seized. Considering it, on this account, dangerous to 
proceed by land, he obtained the permis.sion of the 
Governor to take a boat, and went away in it to 
Cuddalore, carrying with him all his goods, abandon- 
ing all hope of return, and duping the Governor. 
.\fter some time, when his intentions became known 
to the Governor, the latter sent for me on Tuesday, 
1st Aui of Rudrbtkari [11th June 1743] and said; 
•’ Muttaiyappan is said to have betaken himself to 
Venkataminalp^ttai, under the apprehension that 
some danger would befall him. Write telling liim 
to come back without letting others know.” Al- 
though I wrote to him then, he declined to return. 
Again in the month of PurattSsi [October] of the 
following year, the Governor gave an assurance as 
to his safety, and bade me write to him again. But 
although I addressed him thirty or forty times, he 
refused to return, alleging that he had no confidence 
in the word of natives, and saying that the assurance 
should proceed either from M. de Bausset, or one of 
the priests of the church of St. Paul. Although he 
was first inclined to adopt this course, vet on recon- 
sideration it was his wish that he should be sent for 
through a native. 

Despite his residence out of the town, his appoint- 
ment remained in his name for about a year and-a-half. 
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and all the honours and privileges attached to the 
office were not withheld from him during that period. 
But the time came when he must lose his place, and 
the Governor must cease to invite him to return. 
When Vira Naj akkan and his son committed a theft 
in the house of Upj)uttur Perumal Chett’, Vira Navak- 
kan, in spite of all our remon.strance.s, persisted in not 
making good the stolen property. Consequently his 
offence was made known to the Governor who. in 
view to absolve himself from all blame as regards 
Muttaiya PiUai’s flight from Pondichery, made 
much of it, held him responsible, and expelled Vira 
Nayakkan from Pondichery. On the dOth Arppisi of 
Raktikshi [llth November 1744], the Governor 
appointed Karuttambi Nayinar as chief of the peons, 
in the room of Muttaiya Pillai, and ceased sending 
for the latter. 

But the decree of God was that iMuttaiya Pillai 
should forfeit both his ])Osition and dignity, and 
humbly take refuge here. This is an instance of how 
human efforts cannot divert the course of events as 
ordained by God. He betook himself to Venkatam- 
inalp^ttai, where Sadasiva Pillai died. He then 
retired to Cuddalore where, also, he met with 
misfortunes. He then repaired to Tyagavalli, in the 
country of Bhuvanagiri, and took a lease of that 
village. This transaction involved him in a loss. 
He was here much haras.sed, was made to suffer 
for want of food, and was treated disrespectfully, 
and with great ignominy. Unable to bear this 
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he fled to Vazhud&vur. But as the authorities 
there were apprehensive that some trouble might 
befall them in consequence of their giving him 
shelter, he at last made up his mind to return 
to Pondicher}’, though he would no longer be a 
servant of the Company. He then sought the inter- 
position of the priests of the church of 8t. Paul, 
and through their influence returned in obscurity, 
and in an undignified manner. Xone can understand 
the mysterious decrees of Heaven. Whatever must 
take place at various times will occur in spite of all 
human etl'orts to the contrary. 

Soon after the return of Hiittaiya Pillai to his 
terraced house, everyone in the town paid him a 
visit. I, too, went to see him at 11, and returned 
home at 1 2. His appearance is really heart-rending ; 
he is much emaciated, and has lost liis bright look. 
One tinds it difficult to i-ecognise him. But when 
a man is restored to jieace of mind and happiness, 
he will, in ten days, regain his strength and spirits. 
The whole town rejoiced at his arrival, with perhaps 
the exception of the Christian adherents of Kanaka- 
raya Mudali, and Karuttambi Nayinar. The ladies 
of Hasan ’Ali Khan and the Diwan SShib occupy 
the house which is the usual residence of Muttaiya 
Pillai’s family, and one adjacent, which belongs to 
Madava Pillai. Muttaiya Pillai’s children have con- 
sequently betaken themselves to the small building 
to the eastward of his terraced house. He, as was 
his wont, is living in the latter. 
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The accounts of Sungiivar, and Lakshmaua 
Nayakkan, have hitherto been examined in the 
terraced house of Muttaiya Pillai. But as he has 
returned, I have arranged that it should be vacated, 
and that the counting-house of Sunguvar, in the 
bazaar-street, should be occupied for this purpose. 
All the records connected with the dispute have 
accordingly been transferred to a large I'oom in that 
building, which has been sealed with the seals of 
Lakshmaua Xayakkan and Gopalaswilmi. the key 
bemg committed to the custody of the Company’s 
servants. I have ordered that from to-morrow 
Sunguvar’s accounts should be examined in the new 
building. 

This afternoon at 2, M. d’Auteuil returned from 
Madras. 

yfondo!/, loth. Oclohi'i- of 28th PuraUwsi oj 

Akshdya . — I give below a summary of tlie contents 
of the letters which luy brother Tiruvcngadaiu, 
wrote to me, from the 2'Jnd, to the •26th of this 
month (4th to the 8th October). The last of these 
came this morning. He stated that M. dc la Bour- 
dounais had proclaimed that he no longer exercised 
any powers of embargo over the transit of merchan- 
dise through the gates of Fort St. George, and 
that he laid transferred these to Mr. Morse, the 
English Governor. .My brother’s letters further 
slated that .M. de la Hourdonnais informed the 
merchants who went to him for the keys of their 
godowns, that he had delivered them all to Mr. Mor.se, 
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from whum they were to ivceive tliora, and that they 
were heneoforth t<> ohf*y the orders of tlie Knplish, 
an lie hud ri'-^tured tin- tort to them. M. lie la Hour- 
<loiiiiai.'<, so my lirot her wrote to me. w a^ emharkinjr 
merehaudt.se with all possible ^peed on board his 
ships. I'w o t hou.saiid bale> ot pieee-poods were thu-- 
conveyed on board. Six laindred b•lle^^ ol broad-eloth 
were stowwl awax In the i/it ii ,if. An enormous 
t|Uantit V of salt petre w as also shipped 'I'lie treasure 
which M. de la limirdonnais found in the fort 
amouiited to '23, < 00 dollars, I ,H7.0< 'U and odd rujx^esj 
and biXl mtdiiirs. He took jtosse'-sion of the mohitrs, 
and deposited the rot of the trt'asiire in the 
ware-house. 

I It his letter of the 2i»th (8th October), mv 
brothel iiifornied me ilial M. I’aradis had asked 
him wh) .M. d’K'premend wu' displeascii with him. 
and that he told him in reply that thm-e was nothin;: 
in his eoiiduet to tind fault with- He reipiesfed 
me to recall him. bt cause he did not like to be uii.xetl 
up with the unpleasant doin^^s j^oine on in Madras. 

I \vrot*> a reply in fitting terms, and sent him two 
letters, by this day's post. 

.My hrother also informed me of tl,p death of 
Kraneiseo I’ereira,’ ou the 'J.'.th ( 7th October;. 'I’his 
man. a Uoman doctor, owed me 7oii pagoda-, and 
dbo or bf) pai;4>das mt.-ie-t tiina-on, leaking .i 
total of l.nito or l.loit p.igo,las. 'I'hi-, b..ing an 

S*-.' V.a I, *7 ai s;i. n». ',.1.1 j,ji. 
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uiifort uiiatf’ riiin* for mo, I ifo-iiKticlioil iliroiioli liiiii. < im 

X X 1 > 

to Matini', 'OHIO italo' ot i>roa‘l-<-loi h. uiili the 
tliat I liavo now lo'f 'o miioli moin \ liiii I |ai! 
m> ontiro fairli in (iod. W’liai i' foiooi liainrd will 
coioo to pa-s. 

Wllon |•’|■:Ulrl'(•o l‘of. ir:i til 'l < allic to l!i!' H 

I ik ; i, 

countrv. lio iravo out tli.it no a:i'; ‘_foin'4 on ,1 ti tdo'o- ' ' , 
*‘X]»tMlirion, aici iinliiM**! a li-w ini-rrliaitl" ‘ f ' ' 

to entni'f tio ir ^i.od^ tu liim. flo ^windloo' tin m of 
lO.OtMtor 1 [laLfod:!'. Hcino, 01, .|l•(•ol^lI ol hi' 
oroditoi-', iinaldo to loiiiain at Macira', ho iMo\od lo 
Arcot, w huro ho '[K-nt t wont of lU' lilo 
.'vlllono't tlio Midiaiimiadan', lolloainj' tfio oallinp 
of Ji [dt\ 'ician. Ilo i hon lioramo 'lo- iinni'toi ot 11. 

( 'lianda Si'tiul I, lo mu ho doli \ i rod 11 . 1 o t ho h.n i i' o| ’■ ' 
tho Mahfitfas. l-'indmo 'rrioi.moj.ol y, ,iKo. too (...t ',,'” 1 “’ 
to hold him, ho camo to Pondicliotw . and 1 .i-.'ot! h ' ", 1.. 

I into III !;*iii{f, and ('110:41111;^ 'I'honco ho mo\o.i !,. 
Madia-. ami v\ hon tho |•Von(•ll attackod tliat jd.ioo, l.o 
rtftorl a- thoir inti i modi n \ . and finallt dn-d on >ln 
tiff 'tout h da\ aftoi Madras wa- oapt iii ad. ffo "a- 11- 

' ' '.at-o • 

a ma.-lor liar, and In- hrain toonod uito xiliamoii' < ' 

-choniO', ilo, hoa o\ 01 , loi] ah ajipai'oiit h ii'j.oit- 
:d)!o lifo. rodo m !ii' [lalainjiiin. .iiid Ino.iifod ho l.'-t 
:it tliead\anood a^o o| oij^rhl \ -tivi- 

Tho f'oum il mol tld- mouiintr at .tod di-- 'i.. 
poised at lialf-pa-t I" fi^ jtioooidino' aro kopt 

seoret . 

* 

Arunui^a Pamiaram. wlnmi I ha'i -out to tio.at 
Venkata Xara-inga Raja, wont to tin- 'tnino' of 
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Tirupati and K&lahasti, after the invalid had slightly 
recovered. But when he returned to Naranapuram 
after some days, he heard that his patient had symp- 
toms of dropsy in his hands and legs, and believing 
on this account that medical treatment was of no 
further avail, returned to Pondicher)- yesterday. He 
visited me to-day, and stated amongst other matters, 
that there was no hope of the recover)- of Venkata 
Narasinga RrijA, that he wrndd not live a inonth 
longer, and that KarvSti llaja was insane. 

This evening, a letter from Taqi ^ahib and hfilur 
Huhanimad ’All KMn reached ^1. Dnplei.x. This 
svas a congratulatory coininunication addressed to 
him on the capture of Madras. When Tdnappa 
Mudali and ISIadanAuda Pamlit went to interpret 
it, the Governor in a surly tone bade them go, because 
he did not wish to hear any news connected with 
Madras. 

Hitherto, M. Diipleix had indulged the hope 
that he would be able to ann\d the treaty of ramsom 
which M. de la Bourdonnais had concluded with the 
English, and with that object in view, intrigued 
with might and main. But M. de la Bourdonnais 
was resolute, aud adopted counter measures to 
defeat his efforts. He excluded from Fort Ht. 
George the men who were favourably disposed to 
M. Dupleix, embarked on boar<l his sliips the 
officers and troops that occupied the fort, and 
garrisoned it with his own soldiers and Goffres 
who had followed him from Mascareigne and 
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Mauritius. He issued orders that no Frenchrimn 
from Pondichery should be permitted to enter his 
presence unless he had fir.^t been searched, and 
deprived of all his arms. When any such person 
went to him, he asked him what he wanted, and 
then commanded him to leave the fort. When any 
one made bold enougli to sav that he was sent 
by M. Dupleix, to speak with him regarding Madras, 
he would tell him to mind his own bnsines'. If 
M. Dupleix addressed him concerning Madras, he 
trould vouchsafe no proper reply, but would write on 
irrelevant matters. 

To obtain all the 'poils <m which he could lay his 
hands, he treated witli the Kngitsh for the ransom 
of the fort, and gaining, 1>_\ [•romise.s of lu’ibes, some 
of the merchants over to : i- Mde, induced them to 
destroy all the old accounts of the Company, and 
fabricate, in accoi dance with his directions, new ones 
which he intended to laj- as attested documents Itefore 
the Company, King, and Miiii.-ters, The Frenchmen 
here talk as pleases them. Some assert thatid. de la 
Boiirdonna'S will secure a .'poil ol 1-j or 20 lakhs of 
pagodas, others that he will m.anageto make at least 
60 or 70 lakhs. A few more say that he has proba- 
bly already obtained that amoimt, by the soizure of 
diamonds, rubies, and pagoda.s, alone. Thus the 
Eiiropeaiis, and the Tamilians, fi.x the amotmt of his 
plunder accoi ding to their faney. Heaven alone 
knows what the amount of it actually is. But we 
shall not he far wrong if we put the value at a crore 
48 
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of pagodas, for wo must romombor tliat Madras, as 
a town, has not its eijiial in all India, is called 
ttirongliout tlio land the golden city, and as such has 
been compared to the city of ICiibfTa;* and of this 
town M. do l;i Hourdonnais iias had the sacking to 
his heart’s ci)ntent. 

It was .M, Dnplcix who planneil the capture of 
Madras, ami it was he who fitted out the whole 
oxpcd'fioii and bore all the burden cianiectod with 
it ; but like the intrudei- in the story, w'ho came 
just at the nick of time, timi pushing aside the 
m.'in who was about to take food out of the plate 
before him, partook of it himself. .M. de la Bour- 
donnais has stoppt'd in, am! carrital away all the 
fruits of the victory. Wh.at grief must have taken 
possession of M. Dupleix! (’an there he any hounds 
to his sorrow!' A gohh n ojtpoi tiinity sntdi as this 
could hardly occur in the wlnde course ofa man’s life, 
and he has mis.sed it. 'I’his c.m only be attributed 
to jwrvot'se fate. .\Iy retlections are called forth 
bv what has actually occurred ; and this is only a 
millionth part of what I think on the matter. 

'I’hc raii'Om paid by the Kngli'li for the I'cstor- 
ation of .Madra' oas 11 hikim of pae’oda-. htit the 
particulars of the I rent \ ^re not clearly known. I 
will record them when t!ie\- .ii-o mune jniblie. It is 
reported that M d’ l•,'|tr•■nieni) , .M. 1 tul.nireiis, and 
others, will return to Bondiehery. in four or tivedav.s. 
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remarks as to discord created by capture of Madras - And his ill-luck, 
and that of his brother, in gaining nothing by it —Council sits — Dianst 
Tisits M M. de la Touche and Dnbcis and then goes to Governor’s house 
— And thence to his storehouse — W. Tiruvingada Filial brings a letter 
from Kandappan — This gives an account of a dispute wdth certain 
pej'sons — Diarist takes it to TiruvSngada Filial — Who denies the 
allegations which it contains — Keply to this effect sent — Diarist 
reverts to the subject of M. de ia Dourdonnais — Mentions letter in 
which he stated that he has restored Madras to English — And that 
this was sent before reprimand of Coitncil reached him — This the 
reason for recent meeting of Council — His remark on disgrace 
aiising from conduct of M. de la Bourdonnais — Jl. do la liom’don- 
nais sends order that ships of M. Dordelin shall not remain at Fondi- 
chery — Action of the captains on receipt of this — Directions of 
Governor to them— He orders meeting of Council, but countermands 
it, and holds one with the captains — Reflections on conduct of M. de 
la Bourdonnais — Talk that if it becomes known in France he will be 
hanged— Views of Europeans as to reasons why he does so much 
mischief— Opinion of diarist as to his chances of escaping punishment 
— Two sailors break into the mission church— .Account of capture of 
one, and escape of other— -Articles found with the man captured — 
Statement of the priest to police — Thief consigned to prison — Council 
assembled, and captains attend— Reported to have agreed to obey the 
Council— Alleged appointment of M. Paradis to command a certain 
expedition— Diarist receives letters from Madras — These describe 
capture there of English ship —And state nature and value of her 
cargo — Also mention occurrence of two storms — The stranding of 
Marie Gertrude, and wreck of Dutch ship— The uncertainty as to fate 
of the fleet — The salutes accorded to MM. d'Esprem^nil and de la 
Bourdonnais — The iiction taken there by M. de la Bourdonnais 
regarding the merchants — And his rapacity — Letters from MM. 

d’Espremenil and de la Bourdonnais to Governor refer to the storms 

— Rumours of commencement of hostilities against Dutch — Governor 
of Xegapatam said to have iJroclaimed outbreak of war — And to be 
equipping fort — Diarist hears that meeting of Council has been 
summoned — Proceeds to his storehouse, and meets there certain 
persons— Learns that Council has decided that fleet should proceed to 
Mahe — And cannot at present return to France — Letters to Governor 
from MM. d'Espremenil and de la Bourdonnais — Letter to diarist 
from Madras refers to wreck of the Bourlon -Mentions that there 

was cargo on board Marie Gertrude and a sloop when wrecked States 

that M. de la Bourdonnais is overwhelmed with cares — And that 
certain persons have returned —Farther, asks w hetber writer shonhl 
return to Pondichery — Reply of diarist— Reported apology of M. de 
la Bourdonnais to Governor— Alleged remarks of Governor thereon 

— Belief of diarist as to why Heavensent the storm at Madras 

Popular opinion thereon— Reflections of diarist— News of Nawab 
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etc. fi'om Arcot — Ships supplied with water— Alleged landing of part 
of cargo of a ship — Kemarks of diarist regarding tJie ungrateful 
conduct of Taiiappa Mudali — Certainty that this will meet with clivine 
vengeance. 

Tuesfkii/, 11th Octubef 11 kd, or 29th Piiraikhi of 
Akshaija . — This day, M. de la louche was married to 
a lady who is the daughter of M. Astruc, formerly 
the Deputy Governor of the Dutch factory at Porto 
Novo, and sister of the present Deputy Governor 
of that place. Madame [DupleixJ was present on 
the occasion. At night, the Governor attended the 
ceremony. The wedding was celebrated in tiie ordi- 
nary way. There were no extraordinary rejoicings, 
for the Governor was troubled by the state of afl'airs 
at Madras, and was sad at heart. Every one 
present shared the general depression. 1 presented 
the married couple with a roll of lace valued at 
Es. 130, a white shawl valued at Es. 62, plantains, 
sugar-candy, sugar, flowers, milk, and twenty hares. 
Before nightfall, in company with some others, I 
visited thrice the place where the marriage was 
celebrated. They presented betel and nut to me, 
and sprinkled me with rosewater. 

M. Labougie arrived this morning from Madras. 
He conversed with the Governor. A Council was 
afterwards held. I could not have a talk with 
M. Dupleix ; and as I had done during the last six 
or seven days, 1 went to the arecanut stoi'e-house, 
and thence home. 

The letters which 1 received y'esterclay, and 
to-day, from Arcot, mentioned that Nawab 
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Anwar-ud-fiin Khan, was extremely ill, that Muham- 
mad Mahfuz Kh^n. his eldest son, had been invested 
with th.e title of Nawab, that Muhammad Ali TCh^n 
was encamped at R§,uipettai, preparatory to marching 
against the Mahrattas, that Mahfuz Kh^n, Samptti 
Rao, and others, went to visit Muhammad ’All at 
R3,nipettei, that Sampati Rao had been presented by 
Muhammad ’Ali with an elephant, and a dress of 
honour, and that Mahfuz Khan, and the others, had 
returned to Arcot. The letters also contained the 
following information. 

Vidya Chand, the agent of Saiyid Fazl KhSn, 
complained to the Diw3,n, and through him, to the 
Kotwal,* that I had not yet paid the amount for 
which I stood surety for Vannip^ttu. Thereupon, 
the Kotwal sent tor my agent, Samba Aiyan, and 
intimated this to him. He replied that he knew 
nothing about this, that there might be a hundred 
such transactions unknown to him, and that 
the matter should be settled with his master at 
Pondicliery. The KotwS,! then directed him to 
address me. 

I wrote letters to Appaji Pandit, and Kevurvaram 
Kodanda Rama Aiyan, stating that I never stood 
surety for any one, that I merely wrote a letter of 
recommendation on behalf of RSgava Pandit, that in 
that year disturbances took place on three occa- 
sions, and that I was therefore not responsible for 


* An official who combined the daties of a police officer and Magistrate’ 
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anything that had happened. I moreover, enclosed 
a copy of the letter written by the Governor of 
Pondichery in reply to a reference made to him 
on the subject. I asked those to whom I wrote to 
bribe the Kotw&l, settle the matter reasonably, and 
not allow it to be dragged before the public ; and 
I gave them permission to put two of Husain 
SShib’s men into the shops at Lalapettai and Arcot. 
I gave these letters to the agent of Kodanda Rama 
Aiyan, with instructions to him to start the next 
morning, and travel in company with Kaniikoyi 
Srinivfisa Rao’s men. 

In connection with a dispute regarding a water 
channel at Karikal, I wrote letters to PrakSsa 
Mudali, Srinivasa Rao the son of Melugiri Pandit, 
Kandappan, and the grandson of Scsha Aiyangar, 
telling them to conciliate the villagers to the w'est 
and the east of the channel, impress upon them that 
they should abide by the orders of IM. Paradis, and 
urge upon the lessees of the late Kanakaraya Mudali 
that it was unjust to disturb a long-standing- 
custom. 

We/Jnesd(i>i, ISth October 17^6, or 30tb Vuraffdsi 
of Akshaya . — This day, M. Melville arrived from 
Madras, and brought news that the fort had been 
given back to the English, that M. de la Bourdon- 
nais, treating with contempt the orders of the 
Council here, had placed in confinement those who 
came from Pondichery, and had sidisequentlj set 
them at liberty, that IM. Dulanrens, IVI . d’Espremenil, 
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M. Bartli41emy, M. de Bury and others, and my 
brother TiruvSngadam, were I’etnrning, that they 
had halted at Mylapore, and that they were intending 
to move on hither. He said, also, that M. de la 
Bonnloiinais was making I’eady provisions, arms, and 
other supplies necessary for his ships, and was 
[ireparing to set sail. 

In th<‘ letti'i- written hv my brother to me, he 
said that .M. il’hhprthnenil, other Frenchmen, mid he 
had reached .Mylapore on their way to Pondichery, 
and that they would leave on the following day. 
He further requested that in the event of there being 
any delay in their departure I would arrange to 
recall him at once, as he was ill. 

The trouble that the (rovernor took in writincr 

O 

despatches to !)■-> placed on board a ship bound for 
Fi'anci', and the vexation apparent in his face, 
cannot be descidbed. 

At 10 tlih inorniipj:, a letti'r came by jiost from 
Madras. From this it appeared that '2 lakhs of 
jiairodas had been Iniried by the Fngrli^h under the 
flagstaff, that the matter came to the knowdedge 
of M. de la Rourdomiais, and that thereupon he 
said to Mr. Morse the (lovernor of .Madras and the 
other Hni;Ushinen. as follow's : “ You have (dieated 
mi'. Relieving tha* von spoke the truth. I incurred 
even the displeasure of the noveriiur of Fondieherv. 
I wished to cive back to you your tort and town, 
and for that puriiosi* T reipiested all his people to 




REXVRy 10 UADBAS ordered or M. D'ESRR/JIKXIL. ;^85 


depart. I executed the necessary ac^reement, and I 
was preparing to leave in two or three dav^. But 
as you have deceived me in this manner, there is 
no knowing in how many other ways you ma\ not 
mean to mislead me.” He then destroye d In- agree- 
ment which he had executed in their favour, placed 
Mr. Morse and his companions in confinoinent, sent 
back to the ships the Englishmen whom he had 
brought ashore, landed the troops from Pondicliery 
that had been embarked by him, and set French 
soldiers to guard all the gates of the town. He wrote 
a letter to the Governor of Pondiehery .stating that as 
the English had deceived him, hehatl now destroyed 
the treaty and remanded tin m all to custody, and 
asking that M. d’Espremthiil, and others, might be 
sent to resume possession of the fort, Thei-enpon, 
the Governor felt relieved, and wa^ happy. The 
Gouncil met, and an order was i^.sued to IM. 
d’Espremthiil, and others, to return — wlierrocr on 
their way the order iniglit reach them — -to Idadrus. 
I heard this from M. de laTouehe, and others. As 
to the private news of the place, I know nothing. 
I shall inrjuiro more particularly, and write it down 
by and by. 

This evening. M. de la Tour, .M. Bruyero', and 
M. do Kerjean, arrived from .Madras. 'I’he Gov- 
ernor started them off again, at S, with orders to 
return there. 

To-day the Governor posted three letter.-' for 

Madras. 
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At daybreak tomorrow, the Dipavali festival will 
commence. 

Thursday, ISfh October 171^6, or 31st Puraffdsi of 
Ahhaya . — This morning', the post arrived, and in 
this was a letter from my brother. The contents 
of it were these: “MM. d’Espremenil, Dulaurens, 
Paradis, Barthelem}-, I, and others, arrived at Sadi'as. 
As soon as the letter from Pondicher^' had been 
received and read, M. d’Esprenienil left for Madras. 
AVhen lie was departing, I asked if I should accom- 
pany him, but he replied ; ‘ You bad better remain 
with M M. Dulaurens, Paradis, and the other officials 
and do as they bid you.’ If tliey start for Pondi- 
chery, 1 shall accompany them ; but if they return 
to Madras, I shall not be able to go with them, 
as I am unwell ; please send some one to take my 
place.” 

As I was engaged in reading this letter, MM. 
Paradis, Barthelemy, Panon, and some officers, 
approached. The Goveimor was very much annoyed 
with them, and asked why they had not returned to 
Madras. Tliey said : “ MY all read the first letter 
which you sent unsealed ; your second, directing 
us to return to Madras, reached us when we were on 
the ^lerkanam backwater, M. de Bury alone went 
back to Madras ; we wished to come liere, communi- 
cate with you in person, and then go.” Meanwhile, 
M. Benoit, the captain of the Phenie, arrived. On 
this, the Council met again, and dispersed at 2. 
They then dined. 
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The departure of AIM. Bartheleiuy and Paradis, 
and the rest of the party, has been postponefl. 
AI. de la Tour and AI. de Kerjean, who came 
yesterday, left early this morning for AJacIras. 
AI. Dulaui’ens arrived in the evening. Aly brotlier, 
who accompanied him as far as our Brahman village, 
stayed there as instructed by me. 

The evening was cloudy ; at night the north wind 
blew, accompanied by lightning and a little rain. 

Friday, iWi October 17 h6, or 1st Arppisi of 
AJcshaya, Constellation Chlttiral, Netu Muon. — As the 
wind was blowing and rain was falling this morning’, 
I did not go to the house of the Governor, who was 
suffering from two boils on the neck. 

At 8, as the stormy weather continued, the 
Governor did not put on his ordinary dress, but 
clothing himself in his night costume — loose 
trousers, a shirt, a waist-coat and a cap — he entered 
the travelling coach of AladameDupleix, went to the 
beach, watched the ships tossing on the waves, and 
listened to the roaring of the sea ; and having 
ascertained from the fishermen — who said that as 
the north-east wind had subsided, and the south- 
west was blowing, thei’e was no ground for fear — 
that the gale and rain would soon cease, and no 
danger to the shipping need be apprehended, he, 
so it is reported, went home. 

Aly brother arrived from the Brahman village, 
at 2 in the afternoon, when I was asleep. As he 
was unwell, he had a mind to see the Governor 
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before takinjr food ; so he waited for me without 
changing his clothes. I rose at 4 : Gopaiaswami 
reported to mo that my brother had arrived, and 
was waiting in order that I might accompany 
him to the Governor. Thereupon, I washed my 
face, and went to the southern portion of the 
premises, wliere ray brother was. When I saw his 
wearied look, and knew that he had not taken any 
food, I begged him to refresh himself. He replied 
tliat he was unwell. I then said * We will now go 
to the Governor,’ and sent him in advance. I ymt on 
my gown, went first to tlie distillery, and then 
to the arecanut store-house. There I got out of my 
palanquin, but hearing that the Governor and M. 
Legou had walked to the sca-shore, my brother 
and I .sat on the pial of the store-house until their 
return. 

The Governor reach.ed home by 6, and we went 
to visit him. He was then smoking, and was seated 
facing the east, in the company of seven or eight 
Europeans. As soon as I entered, and saluted him, 
he exclaimed ; “ What brought you here r ” When 
he saw my brother with me, ho rose, stepped aside, 
and said to him : “ How is that you have returned ? ” 
My brother replied : “ As M. d’Espremenil permitted 
lUe to accompany M. Dulaurens, and his companions, 
whert'ver they might go, and as these gentlemen 
have come to Pondichery, I also have done so.” The 
Governor then remarked : “ M. de la Bourdonnais 
has behaved extremely well in all that he has 
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clone ! ” 3Iy brotlier did not unclorstaml his nieau- 
iiig, and replied : “ I have been doing as he bade 
me.” Seeing from his answer that my brother did 
not comprehend the bearing of the remark, and 
before the Governor could catch hi.s aiiswer, I 
asked mj brother whether people wei’o sati-stied 
with the behaviour of Al. do la Uourdonnais r 

Tlie Governor then took me to the balcony on the 
southern side of the house, and said to me : “ hy 
did AJ. do la Bourdonnais keep tho ^\rnienians in 
confinement.” I replied : “ Xo doubt from morce- 
nary motives.” He said : “ How much would Af. 
de la Bourdonnais have made r ” I anssvered ; “ It 
appears to me that it luu.st have been something like 
10 lakhs of pagodas.” lie turned round to me, and 
exclaimed ; “ What is this that you .say r Ho could 
have got only 3 lakhs of pagodas.” When I repeated 
that 10 lakhs of pagodas was the lowest sum AI. de la 
Bourdonnais could have made, my reply e.xeited his 
jealousy, and he grew irritated, as he always does, 
when a large amount is mentioned to him. He 
observed, with an angrp look : You name a very 
large figure ; it could not bo so much ; the amount 
I mentioned is correct.” I exclaimed: ” IMease 
pardon me ; AI. de la Villebague must have made 
some 2 lakhs of {)agodas ; how is it that you are 
surprised ? An East Indian boy, named Andre, who 
is in his service, has made some 50,000 pagodas.” 
AVhen I explained to him the state of Aladras, ho 
said : “ J also have heard thait tho East Indian 
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Andrd has made a lai’gcr sum than that which you 
have mentioned.” I replied; “If this is the case 
with the servant, you can guess how it would be 
with the master.” He remarked: “ What you say 
13 right; now j’ou may go home.” Mj" brother and 
I then took leave, and departed. 

This evening, also, it was stormy, and cloudy. 

This evening at 8, a letter from M. de la Bour- 
donnais, and another from M. d’Espremenil, arrived 
from Madras. That from M. de la Bourdonnais 
stated that Madi as conld not again be placed under 
the authority of the Governor of Pondichery, but 
that if he was given liberty to appoint a man to 
the post of Governor there, and if it could be 
arranged that it should be left under his own 
control, he would contrive not to restore Madras to 
the English. The Council was at once summoned, 
and sat until half -past 10 at night. A letter was 
prepared, and posted by 11, witli orders that if 
it was not delivered at Madras on the following- 
day, by 2 in the afternoon, each of the post peons 
should receive fifty stripes The meinhers of the 
Council then went to their suppers. About this time, 
Major Avice, who had come in command of- the 
troops on board three men-of-war which were to join 
M. de la Bourdonnais, and who had conveyed a 
letter to him, returned after delivering it and 
obtaining a reply. This he put into the hands of 
the Governor, and having given him particulars 
regarding Madras, he went home at midnight. 
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I do nob kuow tlie contents of the letter winch 
he brought, or the decision of the Council, which sat 
until half-past. 10 at night. 

There would not have been much trouble if 
Madras had not been taken. The capture of that 
place has been an endless source of discord between 
M. de la Bourdonnais and M. Dupleix, and the 
annoyance experienced by the latter has been 
indescribable. 

In my horoscope it is said that my evil time will 
last for 38§ years. There is no doubt about it. If, 
when a town like Madras is sacked, and even the 
most ignorant officials have made money to the 
o.xtent of 70, so and 100 [pagodas r], my brother, 
who went there as the chief amongst them, has not 
gained anything, and has even hesitated to purchase 
what was offered to him as prize, what doubt can 
there be that this is only due to our ill-luck. 

[Saturday], 15th October 17iG, nr 2nd drypi'-v?' of 
Akshaya . — * Major A vice who came from France 
in chief command of the soldiers on board the 
three vessels previously mentioned, and was sent 
to M. de la Bourdonnais at Madras, returned 
yesterday, at midnight. He delivered a letter 
to the Governor, and also communicated some 
news to him. What he said is not known. 

This morning, the Council met, and did not break 
up until noon. I ate my cold rice at sunrise, went to 

* This is a repotiiion, evidently through oversight, of the entry 
regarding this ottioer at the preceding page. 
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M. de la Touche, and had an interview with him. I 
then visiti'd M. Dubois, had a talk with him, and 
reached the Governor’s house by half-past 9. As 
he was engaged at Council, I proceeded to my 
arecanut store-house at 10, and seated myself there. 
Wandiwash Tiruvcngada Pillai then delivered to me 
a letter written on palmj^ra-leaf sent by Kandappan 
from Karikfd. The contents of this were : — 

“ The working party which went to open the 
bar of the river to the west of the village of Vadak- 
kuvattara asked me for 1 7 pagodas alleged to be the 
expenses of the work. I replied : ‘ Vou know that 
some time ago, when the RSjtl came with his horse- 
men, a rising took place, the place was plundered, and 
then from 1,000 to 2,000 men assembled and fought. 
Are we to pay these expenses also ? Is it not right 
that you should defray them. What is it to us?’ 
They answered that the Governor had told them 
that in former days Wandiwash Tiruvcngada Pillai 
had taken upon him.se]f charges of this nature. I 
observed that this man had been entrusted with some 
money on account of the affairs of the Company, 
but that my master liad informed me that he would 
not bear these expenses. They told me that I roiTst 
nevertheless pay them. I said that I knew nothing 
about it, and that I would write to my master on 
the subject, and I then went away.” 

I took the letter to Wandiw'ash Tiruvengada 
Pillai, and asked him to read it. as a reply was 
required. Having perused it, he said : “ We never 
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paid a cash towards the expenses of the working 
party ; what is it to us ? ” I at once had a reply to 
this effect written to Kandappan of Ivarik&l, sealed 
and posted it. I sent away the peon Pichfindi, 
who had brought the letter, and returned home at 
noon. AV hen all this took place, there were present 
at the distillery-house Sesha Aiyangar, Gopala- 
krishna Aiyan, Apptiji, Xilakanta Xayakkan, TyUga 
Aiyan, and Venkatachala Aiyan. 

It will be remembered that on the 30th Puratblsi 
last (12th October), M. de la Bourdonnais wrote a 
letter to the Governor in which he said : “ Please 
send your officers and Councillors. I will deliver the 
fort of Aladras to you. I have cancelled the agree- 
ment whereby it was to be left in the possession of the 
English.” In consequence of this M. d’Espremenil, 
and others, returned to Madras. In another letter 
which he wrote on the following day, he stated that 
he had restored Madras to the English. Thereupon, 
the Council met, and as he had thus disgraced them, 
they sent him a reprimand. Before however this 
could reach him, he had, on the next day, forwarded 
another letter to the Governor sating: “I have 
neither restored Madras to the English, nor have I 
placed it under the control of the Council at Pondi- 
chery. I do not know tvhat I shall finally do. I am 
as yet undecided.” This was the reason why, the day 
before yesterda}^, the Council sat until 10 at night, 
and an answer was hurriedly prepared at 11, and 
despatched with proper instructions tf; the runners. 

50 VOL. II. 


Chap. 

XXX. 

]74G. 
Who denies 
the ttllesa- 
tions \\ hich 
it contains. 
Reply to 
this effect 
Sent. 


Diarist 
reverts to 
the subject 
of M. de la 
Bourdon- 
nai^. 


Mentions 
letter in 
winch lie 
stated that 
he had 
restored 
Madras 
to the 
English. 


And that 
sent before 
reprimand 
of Council 
reached 
him, in 
M’hicli he 
said that 
he had 
taken nc 
action. 


Tins 

the reason 
for the 
recent 
inoetine of 
Council. 



394 


Jnaiwa uanga pil^avs diary. 


Chap. 

XXX. 


1746. 

His 

remark on 

dispnice 

arising 

from 

conduct 

of M. de la 

Bourdon- 

nais. 


M. de U 
Bourdon, 
niiis oMcrs, 
that sliips of 
M. Dordclin 
•houhl not 
reinnin 
at Pondi* 
chcry. 


The 

captains 
tak*‘ tins, 
and that 
given hy the 
rompaii) , 
to the 
rjoveriiur. 


Who 
davct-i 
them to 
file their 
dechua- 
tions m the 
otl’u'*‘ of 
recoid 


The measure of the disgrace brought by M. de 
la Bourdonnais upon the Governor and his Council- 
lors can hardly be adequately expressed. As an 
attempt to enlarge upon this point would be indis- 
creet o]i my part, I have recorded the important 
part only. Wise people will understand it. 

<*?»/((?((//, 16t]i Oi'fiihcr J7k-6, or 3rd Arp'pisi of 
AkAtaija . — What I saw and heard this morning was 
this. As ]\I. de la Bourdonnais had been appointed 
to the chief corainand of the three ships which 
came from Europe under M. Dordelin, and as the 
instructions to these were to obey his orders, the 
following letter was sent by him to M. Dordelin, and 
other captains of the ships, directing that after the 
21st, and failing that date, the 25th October, none 
of them should remain in the roads at Pondichery. 
It appears that he wrote another letter on the next 
day, under the seal of the King, strictlj' enjoining on 
all the captains of the men-of-war, that none of 
them should remain near Pondichery beyond the 
given time, ami that thtyy should join him. There- 
upon, Dordelin and all the other captains took the 
order of the Company fvirnished to them, and that 
which M. de la Bourdonnais had sent, and showed 
them to the Governor, M. Duph'ix. lie directed 
them to go to the office of record with the order of M. 
de la Bourdonnais, and file tlieir declarations there. 
This morning, at 9, they accordingly went to the 
office, made their declarations, signed the same, and 
returned to the Governor. He at once ordered the 
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Councillors to be summoned. Half an Indian hour 
later, he directed that this was not to be done. Then 
he assembled M. Dordelin and the other captains, 
and held a conference Avith them. What they 
were discussing is not yet known but it will be 
hereafter. 

One cannot understand what H. de la Bourdon- 
nais means by writing one thing, one day, to the 
Council at Pondichery, and the ne.xt another, as if 
he was joking. KnoAving as we do that there is 
generall}^ concord and good understanding amongst 
Europeans, and that they never disagree, we cannot 
see Avhat he moans by saying at one tiniC, that he 
has restored Madras, and at another that he has 
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not, and thereby disgracing others. The Avays 
of Europeans, who used alwuvs to act in union, 

^ ’ im.iblf loj 

have apparently now become like those of natives h.iMr.'" 
and Muhammadans. The procedure of M, de la 
Bourdonnais is quite inconsistent with what I have 
seen and heard up to now. I eann(<t underst;ind 
what he means by changing his giound evei'v half 
an Indian hour, that is, by saying at one time, 
that he has given Madras back to the English, at 
another, that he has cancelhtl the agreement, and 
by making differing statements of this kind. 

The talk is that if thi.s comes to be known in 
France, M. de la Bourdonnais will be hanged. All Ki'IuiT’. 
the Europeans say so. Only one or two persons 
who are biased in his favor, hold that if he goes to 
France, and spends money largely, all his misdeeds 
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will be bushed up. Some Europeans allege that 
it is only with the certainty that by means of 
money he can get out of danger, that he is doing 
all this mischief. But as the Comptroller-General, 
M. Orry, and his younger brother, M. de Fulvy, the 
head of the Company, have lost their appoint- 
ments, and as the present Comptroller-General, 
M. Machant d’Arnouville, and the head of the 
Company, M. Roulier, are not men who would 
receive bribes, people say that M. de la Bonrdonnaia 
will find himself in a dangerous position. Judging 
matters from any point of view, it seems probable 
that he will get into difficulties. But. what the 
will of Cod is, is not known. 

Monday, 17th October 17U6, or hth Arppiai of 
Akshaya . — This morning, at six Indian hours before 
dawn, two sailors entered the mission church 
situated opposite to my house. Against the northern 
wall of the church there is a verandah, in which there 
is a petty bazaar. The sailors got upon the wall, 
and were attempting to break the reepers between 
rafters, and get in. As the court-house is situated 
just opposite to th© bazaar, the peons who were going 
their rounds heard the noise of tiles and reepers 
being broken. As they were aware that thefts 
had been committed several times in this particular 
shop, they gathered together, and raised an alarm. 
On this, the sailors found it impossible to continue 
their attempt to steal, jumped into the enclosure of 
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the church, and caught hold of the piccota adjoining. 
The peons collected around the wall, and cried : 

‘ What is the meaning of water being drawn at 
this hour ? These are probably thieves.’ Then one 
of the sailors jumped on to the lime kiln built to 
the south-east, outside the wall. The peons caught 
hold of him. Others of their fellows having heard 
the noise, joined them, and they all took the 
thief to the house of the chief of the peons, and 
placed him in confinement. By the time that they 
returned, the other thief, who was inside the wall, 
had climbed over it, and run away. The peons 
then lit torches and tarred brands, caused the 
church door to be opened, entered, and searched 
the building, but could not find the thief. In the 
possession of the sailor who was arrested were 
found a cloak belonging to the priest, a pair of 
stockings, a polished brass ball, and some .sundry 
articles, the property of the priest. When the 
peons reported this to the priest, the latter searched 
his house, and said that it was true that these 
articles wore missing. He added: “Yesterday 
afternoon, two sailors came, and asked my permis- 
sion to see the church. I granted their request.” 
The priest then told the men that the sailors 
entered the church, and examined it, and he also 
gave a description of them. As the sailor who had 
been arrested bore the mai-ks mentioned, the chief 
of the peons said that this must be the man, and 
ordered the enclosure to be searched once more. 
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Having done this, and not finding the other thief, 
the peons went away at sunrise. The sailor was 
taken to the Governor, who, when it was reported 
to him how the theft was committed, ordered him to 
be placed in jail. The man was accordingly kept 
in confinement. What punishment they will inflict 
on him is not known. This remains to be seen. 
According to former rules, he would be hanged. 
As this is war time, one must await how they will 
deal with the case. 

This morning at 8, the Governor ordered all 
the Councillors to be assembled. They met at 
half-past 8. M. Dordelin, M. Benoit, and other 
Eufopean captains, were present at the Council. 
They say that at it they agreed, and signed an 
undertaking, that they would obey the orders of 
the Council of the place at which they were, and 
that as they were now at Pondichery, they would 
act in accordance with the orders of the Council 
there ; and that thereupon M. Paradis was 
appointed commander of the troops which were to 
proceed to attack Anjengo and Tellicherry, near 
Mahe. This matter will be known more definitely 
to-morrow. The Governor, M. Dupleix, looks 
cheerful. What this is due to, is not apparent. 

This afternoon at 4, I received letters written 
by Kandal Guruvappa Chetti from Madras, on the 
30th and 31st Purattasi, and 1st Arppisi (12th, 
13th and I4th October), and I perused them. The 
contents were as follows ; — 
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On the 30th PurattSsi (12th October), an English 
sloop was sighted at Madras. The English flag was 
hoisted by the fort, and by all the craft in the 
roads. As soon as the sloop cast anchor, the French 
flag was hoisted. On her attempting to escape, 
guns were fired by the ships and the fort. The 
French then got into two long boats belonging to 
the ships, rowed to the sloop, and took possession of 
her. The goods found in her were opium, incense, 
and sulphur, to the value of only 3,000 pagodas. It 
was said that this sloop had been detailed to carry 
provisions and other articles to the inen-of-war, and 
that on her return she called at Malacca, and 
Acheen, and took on board the above-mentioned 
goods. 

It wms further stated in the letters that severe 
storms were experienced at Madras on the night of 
Thursday, the 31st Puratta.si (13th October), and the 
afternoon of Friday, the 1st Arppisi (14th October), 
that the ship Marie Gtrfnalc, and a sloop went 
ashore at Covelong, and were damaged, that a 
Dutch vessel in the roads of Madras had been 
driven ashore, and wrecked at Mylapore, that 
nothing was known as to the whereabouts of M. 
de la Bourdonnais’ squadron, and that the rumour 
that day was that two or three of his ships were in 
sight, with their masts partly carried away. 

The hdters also stated that a few bales of 
merchandise and some other cargo had been em- 
barked before the storm burst ; that the “ Tambour ” 


Chap. 

XXX. 


1746 . . 
These 
desoribe 
the capture 
there of au 
Endisii 

SlOjp. 


Ami state 
nature and 
value of 
her carg’o. 


Also 
mention 
oceunvnce 
ol two 
storms. 


Tito strand. 
hvj: {)f 
Mane 
Go'fntde 
and a sloop, 
and wreck 
ol Dutch 

•ship. 


Tke uncer 
tainty as 
to fate of 
French 
fleet. 



400 


Jnanva ranga pi:^iArs diart. 


Chap. 

XXX. 


17-iO. 
The 
dilutes 
jiccowled to 
MM. (I’Es- 
preinriiii 
and de 
III Bourdon- 
nais. 


Tho more- 
ments of 
tho former. 


Tho taking 
of stock 
of tho 
inorchants. 


Tho action 
of M. do la 
Bourdon- 
nuis u ith 
ro>r«r<l to 
tradciN. 


And his 
rapacitj. 


Letters 
from MM. 
d’Espre- 
mt'ml 
and do la 
Bourdon- 
nais to 
(lovernor 
refer to the 
storms. 


Rumour of 
coininenoe' 
iiient of 
hostilities 
aaainst tho 
Dutch, 


was being beaten foi- M. d’Espremenil in the same 
way that the Deputy Governor is salutel, and that 
M. de la Bourdonnais was receiving the salute 
accorded to the Governor, that d’Espremenil on 
his arrival at Afadras, took up his quarters with M. 
de la Bourdonnais, occupying the upper storey of 
his house, but on tlie next day shifted his resilience 
to doja Petrus’s,* that he was paying visits to M. de 
la Bourdonnais at the fort from this latter place, 
that Nainh'appa Minlali was all powerful at Madras ; 
that the warehouses of the merchants were being 
examined, and stock being taken of their contents, 
that the traders who had interviews with M. de la 
Bourdonnais were being given to understand by 
him that he had restored the forL to Mr. Morse, and 
that they should therefore address him, and that 
M. de la Bourdonnais was appropriating as much 
as he could lay his hands on. 

Letters were also received fromMM. d’Espremenil 
and de la Bourdonnais, addressed to the Governor, 
in which mention was made of the storms, and the 
damage sustained by the shipping. What other 
intelligence they contained is not known. 

Rumours ai-e afloat that after the arrival of 
the three French ships, hostile operations against 
the Dutch were commenced. A communication 


* This wa< Coja Detros Uscan. a very wealthy Armenian, who built 
the ^tariuelnng l^ridge near Madras and g^avc ;t sum of monev as au 
ojidtnvment for tiie upkeep of this and the ^teps up St. Thou. as’ Mount, 
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from Negapatara states that the Governor there 
proclaimed, by beat of drum, that the French and 
the Dutch were at war with each other, and that 
all the people in the town were peimiitted by him to 
withdraw from the territories of his king, with their 
money, goods, and utensils, and to seek habitations 
elsewhere, that the townspeople were accordingly 
quitting Negapatam with their belongings, and that 
the fort there was being equipped with provisions 
and munitions of war. 

Tuf'sddii, 18f.lt Oflohff 171+6, or 5f]i ArpptHi of 
Al'shmjo . — When I set out from ray house this morn- 
ing, intending to call at the fort on M. Cornet, 1 
heard that 1\I. Dupleix had summoned th(' Councillors 
and the captains of the ships. On this, I abandoned 
my intention, and halted at the arecanut store-house 
in view to proceeding to the Governor’s house. 

T there met Lakshmana Nayakkan, Kkambara Aiyan, 
and a few others, d’he following is tire news that 
I have been able to glean : — 

The Council met after the Governor had drunk 
coffee. The naval captains remained outside for some 
time, but were afterwards admitted. The meeting 
dispersed at half-past 10. The purpose of it was 
to decide where the sliips could be placed in .secu- 
ritv, in view of the coming monsoon. It was 
thought that the fleet could not be taken to Acheen, 
Mergui, and harbours thereabouts, as the wind was 
unfavourable for sailing in that direction, and the 
opinion was that the coast of Malabar would be 
51 
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more suitable for the purpose, as the rains had 
ceased there, summer had set in, and the ships had, 
moreover, the advantage of the northerly wind. It 
was therefore decided to take the fleet to Malie, 
whence it is proposed to despatch an expedition 
against Anjengo and Tellicherry. The Council also 
arrived at the conclusion that for the time being, 
the ship could not return to France. 

These matters will come to light more clearly 
to-morrow, or the day after, when I shall record 
them more fully. For this purpose, I leave some 
space * below. 

This morning at half-past 10, letters addressed 
to M. Dupleix, by MM. de la Bourdonnais and 
d’Espremenil, were received by the mail from Madras. 
The same post brought to me a hitter, dated the 2nd 
Arppisi (15th October) from Kandal Guruvappa 
Chetti, which ran as follows : — 

“ The French ship Bourbon was also Avrecked in 
the roads at Covelong, in the outer surf. Planks 
and fragments of wood from her, as well as some of 
the cargo with which she was laden are being thrown 
ashore. The goods cast up ai’e being carried off 
by the people of Covelong, and consequently M. de 
ia Bourdonnais has sent M. Desjardins there, with 
a hundred soldiers. The Marie Gertriicte, and the 
sloop wrecked at Covelong, had some cargo onboard, 
and were not empty as I originally stated that 


* About a page has been left blank in the original. 
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they were. The elation of M. de la Bourdonnais has 
entirely disappeared, and his cares and anxieties at 
the present time are beyond all description. None 
of the other ships have as yet reappeared. What 
further transpires will be communicated to you in 
due course. The young men of Sunguvar’s family, 
who had betaken themselves to Madras, and quitted 
it after a day’s stay, have since returned on account 
of a suit against them by a PathSn.” 

In the same letter, Guruvappa Chetti requested 
instructions as to whether he was to continue to 
remain where he was, or return to Pondichery. In 
reply, he was asked to advise me as to who could be 
entrusted at Madras with the commission of writing, 
from time to time, letters conveying intelligence 
to me. 

M. de la Bourdonnais is said to have addressed a 
very humble letter to the Governor of Pondichery, 
regretting that he should have been the cause of 
a stigma on his reputation. M. Miran told me 
that he had heard the Governor speak to one or two 
persons, in the following terms : “ What is the use 
of his writing such a letter to me after he has done 
everything just as he pleased.” 

It appears to me that God has brought about 
this tempest to humble his pride, and that He has 
deliberately caused this disaster to his ships, in view 
to an accusation being brought against him both 
here, and in France, and thus effecting his ruin. 
People ai’e unanimously of this opinion. They 


Chap. 

XXX. 

1746. 
And that 
11. cle la 
Bourdon- 
nais IS over- 
whelmed 
with cares. 

And that 
certain 
persons 
had 

returned. 


Further 

asks 

whether 

the writer 

should 

return 

or not. 


Reply ot 
diarist. 


Reported 
apology of 
.M. de la 
Bourdon- 
nais to 
Governor. 


Adeged 
remarks 
of Governor 
thereon. 


Belief of 
duinst that 
storm at 
Madras 
was sent by 
Heaven to 
eilect the 
rum of 
M. de la 
Bourdon- 
nais. 



404 


Jkanba RANGA PILLATS mARt. 


CilAP. 

XXX. 

1H6. 
Reflections 
of fliai-ist. 


Letter from 

Avcot 

giving 

newis 

reKarduig 

XaWiib, 

etc. 


Ships 
supplied 
with water. 


Alleged 
luncUmr of 
pure of 
cargo of a 
ship. 


Iinp 08 M‘ 
hility of 
Tuiiappu 
AludaJi 
adequately 
disfluirgiiig 
lus obliga- 
tions to 
diarist. 


His 

migrateful 

COlldLCt. 


further believe that in consideration of all bis deceit 
and treachery. Heaven will mete out otber troubles 
to bim. He bas ruined raanj^ merebants, and several 
of tbe inhabitants, and bas misappropriated their 
property. We now see bow much benefit be bas 
derived from such deeds! We shall learn, in due 
course, what more awaits bim. 

A communication bas been received from Arcot 
stating that Anwar-ud-din Kh an is improving in 
liealtb, and that Muhammad ’Ali Khan bas crossed 
the bennar, with bis camp, and is marching onwards- 

The main business of this day was furnishing tbe 
ships here with a supply of water. It would appear 
that nothing else was done. It is however said 
that eighty of tbe bales of broad-cloth with which 
M. Benoit’s ship arrived laden from Madras, have 
been landed. 

TUnappa Mudali, the brother of Kanaharaya 
Mudali, can never adequately discharge his obliga- 
tions to me for all the assistance that I have 
rendered to iiim — not even b^ worshipping me and 
praying for my incarnation as his offspring, and 
vowing to give my name to that child. The whole 
world knows the services rendered by me, and the 
interest that 1 took in establishing him in his present 
position and affluence. I need not refer to them here. 
Forgetting all this, he is now so ungrateful tlmt he 
does not scruple to revile me for the most paltry 
matter, and to exhibit hostility towards me ; indeed 
he is very watchful in this respect. But God will 



CONCIVSIONS OF DIARIST. 


405 


never countenance his designs ; I know this for 
certain, and every one does so too, and it strikes me 
that He will, ere long, bring upon him troubles, and 
subject him to anxieties. It seems to me this man 
cannot escape these. If such a being as God exists, 
this must come to pass. 


Chap. 

XXX. 

1746. 

Certainty 
that this 
XV ill meet 
with 
divine 
vengeance. 




407 


APPKNDIX. 


In the course of searching old records at Madras for 
information with regard to Mr. Stratton, a curious account 
of the first attack made by the French on Fort St. George, 
as well us of the investment by M. de la Bourdonnais, has 
been discovered in one of the diaries of what was, at the 
time, the Company’s factory at Tellicheri-y. 

When the establishment at that place was abolished, the 
records connected with it were transferred to Calient, and 
subsequently forwarded, for safe custody, to Madras. It is 
hardly likely that any historian would, in the expectation of 
finduig in them anything bearing upon the operations of 
the French against Madras, have examined the records of 
so remote an out-station as Tellicherry. There therefore 
seems but little doubt that this is the first time that this 
quaint and interesting tale has been published. Even if this 
is not the case, it is, I consider, well worthy of reproduction 
here. 

An exact copy of it is given. To this I have thought 
it desirable to add some further extracts bearing upon what 
occurred after the fall of Fort St. George, as well us a few 
foot-notes. 

As regards the story told in the first of the following 
extracts, this, in more than one place, partakes somewhat 
strongly of romance, hut the main facts appear to he 
correctly recorded. 

At page 137 of Malleson’s History of the French in India^ 
there is a statement that the French squadron “sailing 
along the coast, succeeded in capturing two small ships in 
the Madras roads.” This is not only at variance with what 
appears in the extract now given, Oi-me’s History, and 
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Eanga Pillai’s diary, but it is opposed to what is contained 
in the annexed translation of an extract of a letter from 
M. de la Bourdonnais to M. Orry, Comptroller-General, dated 
Madras, 2nd September 1746, referring to the first expedi- 
tion of the French to Madras, and the reasons for despatching 
it, which I have found in Memoire pour h Sieur de la 
Bourdonnais (1750). 

*■ I was at the time so indisposed that I went on shore. But 
in order that loss of time might not arise from my illness, I sent 
my squadron, under the command of .\I. de la Porte Barre, to 
attempt the capture of some ships which were anchored there [at 
iladras]. It reached its destination, and would have returned 
with no other results than tiring a few cannon shot, and beino' 
fired on in reply, had it not, on its way back, captured a couple 
of small prizes.” 

This cumulative evidence establishes the incorrectness of 
the version given by Malleson of the results of the attack 
of the French on Fort St. George, and shows that so far as 
the object with which it was despatched was concerned it 
was a distinct failure. 

According to Ranga Pillai (p. 264), the capture of the 
two English ships was effected off Covelong, 20 miles south 
of Madras. This seems very probable. It certainly did not 
occur in the Madras roads. 

J. F. P. 


Extract from TeUichei-rij Ea-Umj Diary {Malabar Records, 
Volume No. 6), dated September 98th, 17^0. 

Examination of a Pattamar who went from hence the 3>1 of 
August, arrived at Madrass the 22"*^, left it the 8'*' of September 
<% returned to Tellicherry the 28*^'“ d° 1746. 

He says he arrived at Madrass the 22“'^ of August, when 
there were no Erench ships there, but that he heard from the 
Inhabitants that on the l‘Jt'‘ there had been eight French ships, 
& were Commanded by a Cousin of Mons'' I’Bourdinais, whose 
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Name to the best of his remembrance was I’Undaree.* * * § There 
was either an English Man of Warr, or One of the Company’s 
ships in Madrass Eoad, when the French squadron arrived, 
which was at seven in the Morning. The English ship imme- 
diately fired upon them, but the Commander finding that Nobody 
fired from the shore upon the Enemy, he at last fired two shott f 
into the Town, which went into the Governonrs apartments & 
at twelve at Noon they began to fire from Madrass Town, upon the 
Enemy’s squadron & continued till one O’Cloek, about which 
time the Fleet left the place. One j of their ships having their 
Colours set on Fire, her mast damaged, and the Enemies Com- 
mander in ChiefJ Killed ; whose Name he thinks was, TUndaree. 
The French Fleet in their retreat to Pondicherry, met two Eng- 
lish ships coming from Bencoolen, laden with Pepper and other 
Goods, to a very considerable amount, which they took. Fifteen 
days after this, which was the 3‘’ of September Mons'^ L’Bonr- 
diuay wrote a Letter to Governour Morse and told him that on 
the Morrow about twelve O’Clock, he wou’d be at Madrass^ to 
which Letter Governour Morse gave no reply. The next day 
at Noon being the 4**' .'lons"^ L’Bourdinay, came with eleven 
ships, and about forty, or fifty Boats to a Pagoda called Tiruvel- 
lacanna § (which is distant of Madrass, & to the S'*‘ward about a 
Mile) where he landed his Men, which were about five hundred 
Europeans, fifteen hundred Coffrees, three thousand Cooleys, & 
three hundred seepoy.s. at this Place he .stayed all that Night, 
no Guns being fired on the Enemy from Madrass. The Enemy 


* The commanding officer was M. de la Porte Barr^. Whether ho 
was a cousin of M. cle la Boiudounais or not has not been ascertained. 

+ The incident of two cannon shot being fired into the tonn is men- 
tioned at p. 260 of this volume but the circumstances stated differ 
somewhat from those given here, and the (lovernor is not mentioned as 
being the sufferer. 

t These appear to be purely imaginative statements. There is no 
record of any loss of men, or damage to the French ships, during the 
attack, 

§ The modern Triplicane. The landing was effected a short distfino* 
to the north of what was long known as the Ice House. 

52 
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afterwards marclied to a Buzzar called Chintaterrapata,* which is 
to the Northward of Madrass, & distant half a Mile, in this 
Place the English have their Colours, & a very large house, 
which they took Possession of after having had a skirmish. 
The English had in this place five hundred seepoys, three hun- 
dred of which ran away, & the remainder (two hundred) got 
into Madrass Town, with their officer. The French had twelve 
men Wounded, and a Hand of One of their Officers, shot off. The 
English had onlj- two Men Killed. The Natives that were in 
this Bnzzar Med up Country, and so soon as the English had 
quitted it, The French planted Guns in it, it secured it after 
which the}’ Marched to .Aumpnre,t a large Town, where the 
English had a Fort, with four Bastions, and Garrisoned by about 
thirty Men, who immediately on sight of the French fled to 
Madra.ss, The French did not take Pos.session of it, but only 
Plundered the Inhabitants. The day following being the G'h 
Moils' L'Bourdinay accompanied by a hundred .Men, Marched 
with Drums beating. & Colours tlyiiig to the Company’s Garden, 
where the Governour has a house,:J. which place he left after 

• Jsiiw known :ia Cliintadripft, a sr.bnrh on rlie south bank of the 
Coouin and situated in the loop formed by tliat river to westward of 
the t’oiutentiari . The " i;, rue house" ■;en(o.'npd in.iy liave ht-eii some 
huililiiii; standing on, or near, the siti’ of tlio Governniont House of tl-.o 
present day, hut notUing delinite c.in lie useerluined with regard to it. 

f Tliis was undouliteilly Kginove, tlie’l'amil name of which is K/liuraiidr. 
My friend Colonel H D- Love. It.K., has informed mo that the ruins of 
one of the two redoulits, wlilrh formed, in 17ti5, oiif-posfs of tlie fort, are 
still to be scon in ihe cempouml of the Civil Orplian .\ 3 ylum, whk-h adjoins 
tlie Sonlh Iiuli.m llailway Station. Guided hv the information triven 
me by Colonel l.n\-i>, 1 have per.sonalU exaaiiiied the other ledonbt. It is 
close to the seaaad adjoining *• Leith C.i-tle," a liouse which i- about half 
a mile to the south of the sutuirh of St Thome. It is in a verv fair 
state of preserva'ion, and iiinst hare been, in the days in which it was 
coiistrncteil, a stvoag fortiheation. difficult ot caiiture without tiie aid of 
artillery. It evidently occupied a position clear of all hmldiues, and 
aft'orriinu a jicifectlv o].en field of tiie. 

d This is believed to have stood on pait of the site now occupied by 
the contagions w.irds of the General Hosjiital, Portions of rlie foundations, 
etc , vveiv, I have been told, found when these buildings were being erected. 
It was liie main posifi,,n of the Fii'iich 
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takiug a View of its situation ; but i-etiinifd again at three in 
the Afternoon, A after having secured it, he iotinediately 
marched with all his Forces against Madrass and when the 
French came pretty near the Walls, the English tired upon 
them, & Obliged them to retire, with the loss of about one hundred 
Jlen; but Notwithstanding this, the French, attacked it again 
the 7'*' and 8*'-* . during those two days the Enemy had about 
three hundred Men killed.* The Fiench played upon Madrass 
from Tiriivellacanna, Chintaterrajiata, the Company’s Garden. 
& their ships in the Hoad. What happened Jifter the S’'‘ he 
know.s not as he left iladras.^ that Night at Twei\ e O'Clock. 
He further adds that Mr. Stratton \\a> appointed Governuur of 
Madrass the as Mr. Morse, was out of Order, & unable 
to give directions, A that the Council tln.iught Mr. Stratton 
the fittest Person to take Cli.trge. He says there was no 
Guns tired upon the Enemy till the Gentlemen of Madrass 
had a^ipo'iited a New Goveriunir A that the Nabobs jieople at 
first refused to let the French Land, but on Mens’ Jj’Bour- 
dinays coming ashore and produeieg an Order from Nizzam. 
wherein it was mentioned, that neitlier the Nabob of Areotl, or 
any one under him, should Molest the French, but permit them to 
proceed against the English. Upon which Mahomed Ally Cauu 
permitted the Enemy to Land. 

Extract from Tellkhernj Factory Diary {Malabar Reo,rik, 
Volume No. 6), dated dtli October 17 

A Pattamar which we had sent to Madiass the August 
returned with Private Letters from Mi-. John llinde at Port Ht. 
Davids dated the PJ'*’ of last Month to Governour Wake at 
Bombay, Mr. Boureliier at .Anjeiigo A to the Chief here. The 
former came under a flying seal, and eiielosed signals for a ship 
to make on going into that Koad ; Aiul advi.ses that iMadruss was 
beseiged by the Freneh the -j’’’ of September and surrendered 
the 10’*‘ that they have eight ships there on whieh they are 

* Thia> seems to be another “ 
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loading, the Money, Cordl, Broad Cloth, Callicoa Bales, & all 
the Arms, & Ammunition except the Great Guns, that his last 
Letter from that Unfortunate place, came from Mr. Morse was 
dated the 4''^ of September, & says the French had Landed two 
thousand Men, & were to begin the attack the next day. 
There are, says he, so many Reports concerning the Motives, 
& manner of surrendering the place, & some of them of such 
an extraordinary nature renorted by the French, and Dutch, that 
he cannot form any judgment of it. Nor does ho Chuse to say 
anything till he has it from the English, of whom they have 
only a private Centinel yet come in ; and he left the Place on 
the Parleys beating (with twenty two more, all in their way to 
Fort St. Davids) the 10* in the Morning before the Enemy 
Marched in. That the Enemy talk of commencing a siege against 
them so soon as their ships arrive at Pondicherry, where they 
are daily Expected. The reason of his defering to Write so 
long, & that he does not now send a General Letter, is because he 
has no Confirmed News from any of Our Gentlemen what Terms 
they are on, or if any are made. He thinks if they do come to 
Terms they must be very bad ones, & will be worse kept. The 
French wanted (he hears) our Gentlemen to send an order to him 
for delivering up Fort St. Davids, which was as ridiculous in 
them to ask, as it w’ou’d have been in the other to give, for he is 
not at all apprehensive but they can defend the Place, it being 
small & Compact, & greatly improved since the War com- 
menc’d particularly by a Bomb proof just finished 128 Feet long 
and 20 Broad, the Top of the Arch 9 feet, & all other parts 8 thick, 
a most convenient Place for their Garrison, as the Enemy depend 
chiefly on their shells, against which they are entirely secure ; 
He was Providentially led to build this from a hint Mons’’ 
Paradis, who now Commands their Land Forces, gave when he 
was there on a Visit on his (M*’ Hindes) first coming. For he 
then said he con’d take the Fort in half an hour with Bombs 
only, as there was so much building in it & no Cover for the 
People. They have upwards of two hundred Europeans more 
coming in from Madiass Garrison, & as many Topasses, & they 
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have Provision for above a twelve Mouth. That he has Wrote to 
Bengali, as he now does to Bombay, to request siiecours. An 
Ingeneer, or more they want much (Mi Smith Died at Madrass 
the day before the attack with the fatigue of preparation) as also 
Military Officers having only two in Garrison. He adds that if 
Ml Wake will send two or three hundred Europeans with Officers, 
Arm.s, and Ammunition & Provisions of all sorts (Europe Beef 
and Pork if possible) they shall not be afraid of all the French 
force, and he does not, under God, doubt holding out till it can 
come. The Monsoon he thinks Ought to be no Obstacle, as there 
is seldom more than a day, or two in it of such Weather as can 
hurt a ship ; and that I'isk he says out to be run, on such an 
Occasion. Six, or eight Guns with Shot to them of 24 to 36 
Pounders wou’d be very usefull there and be desires a Credit on 
some bouse at Arcot for ten thousand Pagodas so soon as pos.sible, 
any Letters by the Dutch directed to Galenus Merueu Esq' 
Governour of Negapatam, or Stephen Veimot Chief of Porto 
Novo (all the directions in a Dutch hand) will go safe to him. 
The last time he hoard from Captain Peyton was the 27*'' July, 
when he Wrote from Trinconamallo that he was coming with the 
Kings Ships on their Coast ; that he did so, & appeared, off 
Negapatam the 6"' August was in sight of the French Fleet the 
7*'', 8*’“ and 9*'’ & then disappeared till the 23*' when he was 
seen off Pullicat, & sent his Lieutenant on board a V essel in 
that Eoad, who was told that the French bad attacked the 
Princess Mary in Madrass Road, on which he went away, and has 
not since been heard ot, not having W rote a line to any of them 
or given them an opportunity of Writing to him tho’ no Cost 
or Pains has been spared for that Purpose. One wou’d think, 
(continues Mr. Hinde) that the French knew tvhere he was. for 
their ships are now lying in Madrass Eoad some of them with 
only twenty Men on board. You’ll please says lie, to let On'' 
Masters in Europe know as soon as you can, how we are Circum- 
stanced. He will Write to them by the Danes Ship, which 
gue.s from that Coast to Achin, in about twenty days, & f rom 
thence to Europe in December. The other two Letters from 
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Mr. Hiiide to Mr. Bourchier, & Mr. Dudley, are only a Confirma- 
tion of what he has Wrote to Govemonr Wake, and au acknowl- 
edgement of the receipt of two Letters, dated the 2L‘ &26 of 
August to Governour Morse from M. Dudley. 


Extract from Tellicherry Factory Diary [Malabar Records, 
Volume No. 6), dated 2^nd October 17^6. 

A Pattamar belougiug to this place, who was dispatched to 
ifadrass returued without any answer from the Gentlemen 
there, hut brought a letter from Mr. John Hiude at Fort St. 
Davids dated the 7^*' In.staut to ilr. Eichard Bourchier of 
Aujeugo, & said he was directed to deliver it to the Chief. 
The purport of the said Letter, in regard to Publick Transac- 
tions, says only that Moils’^ L’Bourdinay has appointed Mons'' 
Vilboquo, his Drother Goveinour of Madrass & that he was to 
sail from thence the very day his Letter boro date, with the 
English Gentlemen on board. That he hears the Enemy wei’e 
determined to make a Push at Fort St. Davids before they left 
that Coast, tho' so late in the season, others he says report, that 
they are bound to the Mallabar Coast, & that they were Reship- 
ping the Ladders, &c''. The British Men of War had not been 
seen, or heard of, a long while. 


Extract from Telhcberry Factory Diary {Malabar Records, 
Volume No. 6), dated 11th November 17U6. 

The Chief this day received a Letter from Governour Morse, 
dated Fort St. George the 1'“^ of October, advising no more 
than that there were three French Ships arrived at PondicheiTy 
three days past from Europe but last from Mahie, that they 
are to be under the Command of Mons*' L’Bourdinay, & ’tis 
thought they with the rest of his squadron will proceed to the 
Mallabar Coast and Bombay in a few days. Mr. Hinde likewise 
Wrote the Chief, under the ult** that a Gale of Wind 
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happened at Madrass the 2'“^ October, which desti’oy’d there the 
Duke of Orleans, and two more French Ships & that the 
Achilles with most, if not all the rest had Crrt away their Masts, 
so he imagines their designs on this Coast must Vanish ; the 
three who had been at Mahie were ready to sail hither, but some 
of the Enemies squadron he thinks mnst go to Bengali, as only 
One ship (the Insulair*) was yet gone thither ; and she, he hears 
was lost in the River with 280 Men on board ; He concludes 
with refering the Chief for farther News to Gorernour Morse’s 
Letter, but he being silent, the follow- is Purport of a Letter 
from M''Hinde to M*' Bourchier nn[der] the 12'’* nlV. Mr. Hinde 
say.s that Governour Morse Writes him, They suri’endered the 
Town on promise of its being Ransomed, which Mons* L’Bour- 
dinay Agreed shou’d be Complied with, and accordingly Articles 
for that purpose was drawn ont the 28th Sept’’ and wer [e] 
to fbe] signed the 29'^'* by which the French were to Evacuate 
the Town, and leave it in the English Possession the 2"^* or 3'* 
of October ; that then Mons‘' L’Bourdinay Altered those Articles. 
& the Treaty broke off, he being netcrmined to keep a French 
Garrison till January : On the whole, contimios Mr. Hinde. it 
appears to me, no depeudance can be had on .‘invthing now they 
are in Possession of the Place. He docs not know the Terms of 
the Ransom, only by Publick report from the Dutch and black 
People, and is therefore silent on that head. The French had 
loaded on board seven ships, lying in Madrass Road almost all the 
Valuable things in that unfortunate Place ; and were to have 
sailed the 3‘' of October, but a Gale of Wind happened that 

* Tho Insulaire. which, was a frigate of 24 and 350 men, suffered 
very severely in the action fought on the 6th July J'^47, between the French 
and Enaflish fleets off Negapatam, and the day after the battle, was detached 
to proceed to Cliandernagore. On her way up the Hoogly she was lost 
apparently on one of the many shoals that abound in that river, and — so 
French records say — not more than 40 of her crew and officers were saved. 
The sitne records show that the prize of which Ranga Pillai makes 
mention (p. 331) was a country ship of 250 tons burden laden chit'fly with 
salt. In one Frencli official letter she is said to have been also carrying 
“some rupees,” but in another the Jading, other than salt, is stated to 
have been a little tea, and some pottery. 
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Morning which has totally destroyed three of their Ships & 
their whole Companys, among whieh is the Duke of Orleans the 
next ship in force to the Achilles which with two, or three more 
have lost all their Masts, so that all the Enterprizes of that 
squadron are Overset at once ; for sometime at least. 


Hxtraci from TeJlicherry factfyrij Diary {Malabar Records, 
Volume No. 6), dated 23nd November ni+Q. 

At about 10 O’clock at Night We reed p Tone,* a Letter from 
the Chief & Factors at Anjengo dated the 18*'' Ins* advising 
their Pattamar had returned from Fort bt. Davids ^vith the 
Letter they now enclose us for the Presidency, & say they have 
had a General Letter from M* Hinde and Council, informing 
them Fort St. George surrendered to the French the 10*'* 
September, <fe that Fort St. Davids wou’d have been attacked had 
not a storm which happened the •2“*’ t & ‘1 t of October occasioned 
the loss of two of their Ships <fc disabled all the rest. That 
Madrass was to have been Eansomed, but they dont hear on 
what Terms, but the Agreement was not Eatified by Governour 
Duplex, who put in that Place a Governour & Council, tho’ 
it is now Beseiged by the Nabobs son, who has reduced both 
the English ifc French therein to great streights. Mens'' 
L’Bourdiuay with the three ship.s from this Coast, & four with 
Jury Masts, sailed to the S*''ward from Madrass the 18*'' ult° as 
did the Sumatra (lately Our hon’ble Masters .ship) for Europe 
on the 20*'*. In a Postcript they say Mr. Hinde had dispatched 
the Porto Bello Sloop, about the 20*'" ult® with the unhappy 
News of Our blasters affairs to Great Brittain. 


* Dhoney — a native coasting ciafl. 

t At page 3P9 the dates given, as those of tho ocotiiTenne of this storm, 
which was cleat ly a cyclone, were 13'h i If'h October. The difference 
in dates arises from one set being according to the Kew, and the other 
the Did Style. This matter i? fully explained in the prefatory note to 
Vol.I. 
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’Abd-ul-Jalil, 214. 

Achoen (Achin), 109, 111, 178, 242, 2l55, 399, 401, 413. 

Achille (ship), 168, 170, 233, 415, 41G. 

Adi Narayana Pillai, 155, 162. 

Adi Varaha Chetti, 17, 97. 

Adirampattanam, 144. 

Adiyappa Chetti, 102. 

Africa, 178, 

Aiyabiralaiyan, 24, 26, 110. 

Alagramam— see Kettai Alagramam. 

Alambarai, 20, 84, 85, 111, 136, 143, 144, 140. 

Albert, Madame, 240. 

’All Kaql, 334, 342. 

Ambalattiijam Aiyar, 180. 

Anandappan, 294. 

AnandaRanga Pillai alia.s RangaPiUai aims Eangappa, 2, 4, 23, 28, 32,41, 

48. 66, 71, 72, 84, 105, 140, 158, 101, 198, 200, 200, 232, 246, 249, 250, 255, 
236, 270, 270, 280, 306, 313, 327, 328. 329, .33.5, 338, 359, 408, 415. 

Aiidr3, 389, 390. 

Anjengo, 398, 402, 411, 414, 416. 

Anaappa Settigai, 120, 124, 125. 

Annapdrna Aiyan, 68, 94, 95, 99, 198, 200, 210, 211. 215, 245, 240, 247, 250, 
251, 252. 

Anwar-nd-din Khan, 22, 78, 89, 92, 178, 180, 201, 243, 291, 292, 293, 295, 
304, 311, 347, 382, 404. 

Appaiya Pillai, 248. 

Appaji Pandit alias Appaji, 382, 393. 

Appavn — see Tiruvenga^a Pillai. 

Appu Mudali alias Appu, 37, 56. 

Arabia, 128. 

Arcot (Arkadu), 14, 22, 23, 51, 67, 70, 97, 127, 136, 146, 148, 178, 188, 24,8. 

275, 279, 280, 293, 308, 310, 336, 340, 347, 375, 381, 382, 383, 401, 411. 
Ariyankuppam, 257, 262, 203, 269, 290. 

Ariyappa Mudali, 25, 258, 259. 

Arnlanandan, 75. 

Arumpatai, 48, 171. 

Arnmuga Pandaram, 116, 37.5. 

Arunachala Chetti, Azhagapillai, 330. 

Arunaohala Chetti, -1, 7, 8, 9, 36, 55, 56, 57, 109, 147, 103, 165, 197, 198, 210, 
229, ?30, 300, 337, 338. 

Arunachala Chetti alias Ainuachalam (fadi), 11, 12, 13, 16, 34, 37, 38, 48. 

49. 
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Amnachalam, 288. 

Arunachala Mudali, ;i3. 

Asad Sahib, 137, 139, 170, 171, 188, 222, 223, 221, 22G, 284. 303. 

Astruo, M., 204, 357, 381. 

Astruc, Madle, 310. 

Auger, M., 109, 110, 209, 353. 

Aumpore — see Egmore. 

Austria, 43. 

Aateuil, d’ M., 177, 209, 230, 231,240, 242, 243, 244, 290, 291, 294, 326, 373. 
Anteuil, d’, Madame, 254. 

Avioe (Major) 369, 390, 191. 

Avisse — see Avioe. 

Azhaga Pillai, o. 

Asliagapillal Arunachala Chetti — see Arunachala Cl’.etti. 

Azhagappan, 163 
Achisapakkam, 117, 118, 340. 

Bade Sahib, 170, 224. 

Bilaiya Swalmiyar, 32. 

Bila Muttu Chetti, 195, 263. 

Balu Chetti, Draksha, 52, 125. 

B41u Chetti, Tiruviti, 172. 

Banca, 160. 

Bapeji Kiyakkan, 23. 

Barnet, Commodore, 20, 21, 80, 127, 317. 

Bameval, Francois Coyle de, 271, 309. 

Barneval, Madame, 271. 

Barthelemy. M., 57, 244, 212, 263, .326, 344, 355, 365, 384, 380, 387. 
Batavia, 45. 

Bausset, de, J[., 6 7, 8, 9, 10, 19, 20, 60, Cl, 03, 64. 69, 173, 370. 

Bavaria, 43. 

Beaume, de la, M., 331, 

Beauvollier, M., 53. 

Bencoolen, 204, 265, 409. 

Bengal, 112, 130, 140, 156, 308, 413, >15. 

Benoit, M., 386, 398, 404. 

Benyon, Mr., 06, 97. 

Bhima Rao P.Tndit, 66. 

Bhnvanagiri, 363, 371. 

Bocage, Du, M., 154, 363. 

Bombay, 194, 233, 250, 265, 411, 413, 414. 

Bommalya palaiyam, 32. 

Bommaraja palaiyam, 24, 115, 170. 

Bonneau, M., 244, ,363. 

Bouchet, 31., 360. 

Bourhon (ship), 402. 

Bourohier, Mr., 411, 415. 
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Bourdonnais, de la — see Mahe de la Bourdonnais. 

Brilliant (ship), 367. 

Britain, Great — see Great Britain. 

Bruel, M., 326. 

Bruyeres, M., 69, 353, 385. 

Bnkkanji, 223. 

Bury, de, M., 71, 72, 89, 102, 173, 17-1, 2.30, 231, 306, 343, 353, 358, 360, 
365, 366, 384, 386. 

BuBSorah, 368. 

Cail (Kayal), 270. 

Calicut, 407. 

Calcutta, 130. 

Canvery (Kar^ri), 259. 

Centawre (ship), 367. 

Ceylon, 84, 169. 

Champignon, M., 109, 110, 

Chandli Sahib, 169, 170, 174, 228, 334, 337, 340, 341, 343, 375. 
Chandernagore, 109, 117, 140, 264, 265, 331, 415. 

Chandramuttu Pillai, 11, 13. 

Changeao, M., 70. 

Charles (ship), 234. 

Chidambara Chetti, 17, 148. 

China, 30, 45, 46, 80, llO. 

Chingleput (Senkazhnnirpa^(u), 2, 4, 32. 

Chinna Knzhandai, 10.5. 

Chinna Mudali — see Tanappa Mudali. 

Chinna Parasuraraa Pillai — see Parasurama Pillai. 

Chinua Tamhn Kangappa Chetti, 296, 299, 300. 

Cliiniiavanda Chetti, 32. 

Chintadrip5t, 260, 308, 309, 410, 411. 

Chittagong, 180. 

Chokkanadha Mudali, 33. 

Coenrdou.'s, Monseigneur, 109. 

Coja Petrus, 400. 

Coleroon (Kolladam), 21. 

Colombo, 171, 203, 204, 210. 

Comorin, Cape, 166. 

Coonm (river), 410. 

Cordier, Madame, 28. 

Cornet, M., 17, 18, 19, 56, 85, 193, 216, 257, 258,264, 265, 289, 290, 310, 401. 
Cornet, Madame, 52. 

Courblan, M., 71. 

Coveloug, 180, 182, 264, 299, .399, 402, 408. 

Cnddalore (KOdaldr), 31, 5o, 51, 64, l 02 , 119, 126, 128, 131, 140. 149, 175 
J89, 201, 202, 203, 220, 235, 275, 277, 280,313, 347, 369, 370, 371. 
Cuddapah (Kadappail, 23, 308. 
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d’Amonville, Maohant— see Uacbant d’Arnouville. 

d’Auteuil — see Auteuil. 

de Bansset— see Bausset. 

de Bury — see Bury. 

de Frontbrnne — see Frontbruue. 

do Fulvy — see Fulvy. 

de Kerjean— see Kerjean. 

de la Beaame--see Beaume. 

de la Boardonnais — see Mahe de la Bourdonnais. 
de la Gatinais — see Gatinais. 
de la Porte-Barre — see Porte-BarrS. 
de la Prevoatiere — see Pr^vostiere. 

Delarohe, M,, 243, 326. 

de la Sellfi — see Selle. 

de la Touche — see Touche. 

de la Villebagne — see Mahe de la Villebagne. 

de Leyiit — see Leyrit. 

Delhi, 270, 281, 292, 301, 305, 315, 350, 352. 
de Louche — see Louche. 

Desoheanayes, 109. 

Desfresnes, M., 160, 360. 

Desjardins, M., 123, 23-5, 402. 

Desmarets, M., 69, 116, 117, 252, 254, 255, 353. 
d’Espr5menil — see E.spremenil. 

DSvam Tandavarayan — see Tapdavarayau. 

Devikothii, 21. 

Dhairyanadhau, 24. 

Dbanukkotti, 66. 

Diego, 14, 56. 

Dorai Balu Chetti, 41. 

Dordelin, M., 367, 394, 395, 398. 

Dost, 'All Khan, 334, 338, 341, 343. 

Draksba Balu Chetti — see Bain Chetti. 

Dravida, 270, 

Dn Booage — see Bocage. 

Dubois, M., 52, 60, 64, 155, 357, 361, 392. 

Dubois, Eonsseliere, M., 155. 

Dudley, Mr., 414. 

BuTce cf Orleans— see Orleans. 

Dnlanrens, M., 24, 114, 177, 265, 325, 32G, 344, 355, 360,365, 378, 383, 386 
387, 388. 

Dumas, M., 53. 54, 62, 67, 114, 117, 118, 136, 158, 106,339, 340 341, 368 
Duplau, M., 173, 174, 183, 265. 

Dupleix, M., 14, 35, 52, 00, 62, 65, 103, 114, 116, 117, 121, 122, 123, 129, 
166, 167, 171, 236, 243, 254, 255, 290, 295, 306, 312 340, 341, 344, 346, 
347, 348, 349, 351, 352, 353, 357, 362, 366, 367, 368, 376, 377, 378 381 
391, 394, 398, 401, 402, 416. ’ ’ 
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Dupleix, Madame, Id, 10, 19, 28, 77, 88, 151, 173, 206, 211, 215, 228, 231, 
23?, 236, 210, 215, 246. 217, 218. 256, 271, 316, 317, 313, 365, 381, 387. 
Dnpleasis, M., 265. 

Dnciuesne, M., 32, 72, 121, 122, 123, 227, 231, 232. 

Egniore (Ezhumbflr), 410. 

iilk&mbara Aiyan, 97, 188, 139, 191, 192, 401. 

Slaiohiyappan, 201. 

Elias, 326. 

Elisaheth (Sloop), 60. 

Ella Filial, 363. 

Ellappancbavadi, 227. 

England, 20, 39, 40, 42, 13. 11, 17, 158, 319. 368. 

Errama Kayakkan, 362, 363. 

Espr^mena, d’, M., 117, 160, 187. 211, 283, 293, 291, 290, 300, 301, 306, 
307, 311. 325, 328, 329, 3.30, 331, 332, 341, 355, 356, 36o, 361, 365, 366, 
374, 378,383, 381, 385, 386, 388, 390, 393, 100, 402. 

Espr^menil, d’, Madame, 52. 

Europe, 37, 11, 15, 46, 47, 60, 62, 118, 136, 278, 305, 3o6, 308, 313, 359, 368, 
391, 113, 114, 116. 

Ezhumbdr— are Egmore. 

Favori (ship), 109. 

Febvrier, Madame, 35. 

Flanders, 43, 45. 

Fontbrune, de, M., 261. 

Fort St. David, 20, 72, 79, 119, 126, 127, 128, 130, 131, 139, 110, 141, 145, 
147, 118, 151, 152, 153, 181, 180, 191, 201, 203, 208, 210, 227. 274, 276, 
277, 2S0, 313, 411, 412, 113, 111, 116. 

Fort St. George, 103, 153, 212, 271, 318, 319, 311, 352, 353, 373, 376. 107, 
108, 411, 416. 

Prance, t, 20, 37, 38, 39, 10, 12, 43, 15, 16, 17, 19, 51, 69, 79, 80, 82, 109, 
110, 112, 111, 117, 118, 119, 128. 130, 147, 118, 151, 157. 201, 255, 266, 
269, 277, 278, 280, 283, 291, 292, 301, 305, 310, 313, 314, 315, 316, 349, 
352, 358, 361, 366, 367, 368, 369, 384, 391, 395, 402, 403, 406, 407, 413, 415. 
Francisco Pereira — see Pereira, Francisco. 

Fulyy, de, M., 128, 378, 359, 369, 396, 

Galernis Mersen — see Merseu. 

GaUe, Point de, 112, 127, 171. 

Ganges (river), 331. 

Gatinais, de la, M., 140, 155, 313. 

Goa, 203. 

Golconda (Golugonda), 156, 279, 316. 

GoUa Rangan, 110. 

Gopalaiyan, 61. 

Gopala Aiyangar, 65, 67. 

Gopalakrishna Aiyan, 154, 155, 393. 
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Gopala Naranaiyan, 370. 

Gopalaswami, 97, 98, 259, 32/, 328, 3/3, 388. 

G8pal Rao, 362. 

Gossard, M., 143. 

Govardhana Uas, 64. 

Govindan, 3. 

Gran, 306. 

Great Britain, 416. 

Guilliard, M., 114, 353. 

Golab Sing, 336, 337. 

Gumvappa Chet^i, 131, 193, 196, 247. 

GnrnYappa Chet^i, Kandal, 2o, 338, 398, 402, 403. 

Haidar Sahib, 284, 304. 

Hariram Tatar, 177. 

Hasan ’.Ali Khan. 340, 372. 

Hasan Marakkayan, 69. 

Hinde, Mr., 72, 126, 153, 181, 411, 412. 413, 4 It, 415,416. 

Hirasat Kh4n, 334. 

Holland, 39, 43, 44, 45, 81. 

Hollaqne, Madame, 151. 

Hubbard, Mr., 181. 

Hungary, 39, 43, 45, 306. 

Husain Ssihib Tithtr, 76. 

Husain Sahib, 66, 77, 78, 91, 110, 137, 139, 148, 170, 220, 221, 222, 223, 
336, 383. 

Ignatius, 151. 

Imam Balchsh (sloo])), 143. 

Imam Sahib, 182, 202, 337. 

India, 39, 129, 305, 306, 308, 313, 346, 3o0, 378. 

Innasi, 151. 

Insulaire (ship), 331, 415. 

Ireland, 42, 44. 

Irusappa Chetti, 337- 
Irusappa Muttu Chetti, 216. 


J’afar Sahib, 285, 286. 

Jaffna, 153, 171. 

Jamaica, 43. 

J anff Kh an. 49, 92, 93. 

Joannes, M., 326. 

Ksilasa, 32, 181. 

Kalahasti, 376. 

KMapgttai, 182, 187, 188, 195, 200. 
Kalla Mudali, 33. 
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Kamal — see Muhammad Kamal. 

Kanakappan, 7. 

Kanakaraya Mudali, alias Pedro Mudati, alias Pedro, l-l, 27, 28, 29, 
54, 55, 62, 63, 96, 115, 138, 142, 158, 163, 172, 192, 199, 245, 250, 286, 
288, 289, 342, 372, 383, 401. 

Kanakasabhai Tambiran, 180. 

Kapdal Guruvappa Che jti — see Gurnvappa Chetti. 

Kandandr, 23. 

Kaudippan, 231, 232, 236, 383, 392, 393. 

Kangipati Yira Chetti — see Vira Chetti 
Kanakoyi Srinivasa Eao — see Srinivasa Rao. 

Karikal, 31,32, 34, 41, 60, 61, 64, 90, 105, 106, 111, 114, 177, 192, 193, 202, 
208,290,321, 3.29,343, 347,383, 392,393. 

Karuppdr, 124. 

Karuttambi IJayinar, 54, 342, 371, 372. 

Karveti alias Karvetinagar, 23, 24, 25, 176, 376. 

Kasilevvai Marakkayan, 143, 144, 146. 

Kastdri Rangaiyan — see Raugaiyan. 

Katavardya Pillai alias Katavarayan, 131, 132. 

Kayal, 270, 273, 286. 

Kazim I£han, 221, 330. 

Kerjeau, de, M., 255, 256, 385, 387. 

Kerjeauville, M., 227. 

Kevur.varam Kodanda Rama Aiyan — see Kodanda Rama .liyan. 

Khizr Mtr A’ mad (ship), 143. 

Kodanda Rama Aiyan, Kevurvaram, 382, 383. 

Kommana Mndali, 94, 102. 

K6yambgda, 272. 

Krimasi Pandit, uiias Krimosi Pandit, 70, 71, 9.5, 09, 100, 101,178,188, 211, 
228, 231, 232, 233, 235. 

Krishna (river', 308. 

Krishnaiyan, 183, 230, 231, 

Krishnaiyan, the Hasty, 64, 139, 296, 209, 300. 

Krishniima Chetti, Mullanki, 153. 

Krishna Sdstri, 116. 

Kubera, 378. 

Kulas5karam Venkata Naranappa Aiyan— see Venkata Naranapjia Aiyan. 
KulaaSkarapattanam , 270. 

Kaluppaiyan, 5. 

Kumarappa Mudali, 195. 

Kumhakonum. 67. 

Kunim6dn, 153. 

Kunjan, 300. 

Lahougie, M., 381 . 

La Bourdonnais — see Mah5 de la Bonrdonnais. 

V Achille — see Achille. 
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La Uatinais — see Gatinais. 

Lahaye, M. de, 182, 196. 

Lakshmana Nayakkan, 97, 12-5, 197, 293, 362. 303, 373, 401 . 
LMapettai, 35, 73, 74, 75, 369, 383. 

La Pr5vostiere — see Pr4vnstiere. 

La Villebagne — see Make de la Villebaotue. 

Lazar — see Tanappa Mudali. 

Legou, M., 38, 134, 135, 183, 255, 265, 388. 

Le Maire — see Maire. 

Lenoir, M., 8, 53, 288. 

Leyrit, de, M., 117. 

Lhoatis, M., 52, 154, 160, 161, 306, 361. 

Logaiyan, 12, 14. 

London, 44, 115, 368. 

Louche, de, M., 265. 

Louet, M., 117. 

Louis, xiv., 157. 

Lonis, St . — see St. Louis. 

Lore, Lt.-Col., 410. 


Maobant d’Arnouville, 369, 396. 

Madagascar, 112. 

Madanslnda Papdit, 22, 34,63, 64, 65, 78,91, 92,93, 138, 139, 141, 142, 146, 
147, 148, 149, 178, 180, 182, 201, 207, 211, 214, 221, 224, 243, 244, 247, 
261, 270, 285, 286, 303, 304, 338, 376. 

Madeira, 73. 

Madaya Pillai, 372. 

Madras, 4, 20, 21, 22, 56, 64, 65, 70. 71, 75, 76, 90, 91, 96, 97, 98, 100, 101, 
102,103, 119, 127, 130, 139, 140, 144, 14-5, 152, 153, 158, 172, 175, 
176, 178, 179, 180, 191, 195, 197, 201, 204, 208, 210, 224, 227, 235, 238, 

241, 242,243, 244, 252, 253, 254 , 255, 260, 262, 263, 264, 266, 271, 272, 

274, 275, 276, 277, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 284, 285, 290, 291, 292, 293, 

294, 295, 296, 299, 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 306,307, 309, 310, 311, 
312, 313, 318, 319, 321, 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 331, 332, 333, 335, 336, 
337, 338, 339, 310, 343, 344, 345, 347, 349, 350, 351, 352. 353, 355, 356, 
357, 358, 3.59, 360, 361, 363, 364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 373, 374, 375, 
376, 377, 378. 381, 383, .384, 385, 386, 387, 389, 390, 391, 393, 395, 398, 
399, 400, 402, 403, 404, 407, 408, 409, 410, 411, 412, 413, 414, 415, 416. 

Madura, 52. 

Maduranayagam, 260, 271, 272, 308. 

Make, 31, 61, 77, 117, 165, 194, 213, 227, 242, 244, 265, 266, 276, 293, 294, 
305, 310, 347, 348, 357, 358, .366, .367, 368, 398, 402, 414, 415. 

Make de la Bourdonnais, M., 45, 00, 84, 110, 111, 112, 113, 114, 115, 118, 
120, 121, 122, 123, 124, 128, 129, 131, 134, 135, 137, 140, 143, 144, I49’ 

151, 158, 160, 166, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 178, 190, 207, 208, 209, 216, 

217, 218, 219, 220, 227, 228. 233, 234, 235, 242, 243, 244, 252, 253, 254, 
261, 262, 264, 265, 269, 275, 276, 277, 278, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, 289, 
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294, 299, 300, 301, 309, 310, 312, 320, 328, 329, 330, 331, 332, 333, 344, 

345, 346, 347, 348, 349, 351, 352, 353, 355, 356, 357, 358, 359, 360, 361, 

364, 365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 373. 374, 376, 377, 378, 383, 384, 388, 389, 

390, 391, 393, 394, 396, 396, 399, 400, 402, 403, 407, 408, 409, 410, 411, 

414, 415, 416. 

Mahe de la Bourdouiiais, Uadaiue, 254. 

Mah5 de la Villebague, M., 109, 151, 154, 155, 157, 166. 207, 238, 290, 389, 
414. 

Mahfuz Khap, 64, 65, 273, 333, 337, 382. 

Mahomed Ally Caun — see Mnharomad ’Ali Khan. 

.'lainville, M., Ill, 360. 

Maii-e, Le, M., 24, 285, 287, .353. 

Malabar, 207, 401, 414. 

Malacca, 399. 

Malaikkozhnnda Mudali alias Malaikkozhniidali, 109, 152. 

Malaiyappa Chetti, 148. 

Malaiyappa Mudali, 23, 149, 178, 182, 187, 201. 

Malleaon, 407, 408. 

Mami-Sst Khan, 214. 

Manaar (gulf), 270. 

Mangaitayi, 4, 32. 

Mangapati Aiyan, 238. 

Manga Pillai, 1 48. 

Manilla, 39, 45, 46. 80, 110, 154, 178, 217, 234, 242, 292. 

Manoji Appa, 120, 125. 

Marco Polo, 270. 

Margasagaya Chetti, 90. 

Marie Gertrude (ahip), 143, 192, 208, 215, 343, 399, 402. 

Marie Joseph (ship), 109, 110, 111, 112, 140. 

Mai'ie Rose — see Barneval, Madame. 

Mariyammai, 187. 

M&riyappa Mudali, 18. 

Mars (ship), 367. 

Martin, St . — see St. Martin. 

Mascareigne, (Masukkarai), 60,69,110,112,117, 128, 161, 173,174, 194, 
252, 266, 278, 344, 346, 365, 367, 369, 376. 

Masulipatam (Masulipattapam), 292. 

Mathieu, M., 41, 56, 178, 216, 219, 220, 272, 282, 338. 

Maure (ship), 234. 

Mauritius, 278, 377. 

Melngiri Pandit, 383. 

MelviUe, M., 383. 

Mergni, 2.7, 234, 401. 

Merkan im 69, 386. 

Mersen, Galenns. 413. 

Minakshi Ammal, 91, 94. 

Minos, M., 183, 187, 211. 
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Miran, M., 24, 114, 265, 326, 342, 353, 403. 

Mtr&n Marakkayan, 214. 

Mir Asad, 147. 

Mir (jlmlain Husain, 119, 160, 165, 269, 273, 274, 2S5, 287, 337. 

Mir Husain Kh^i 161 • 

Mir Sahib, 138, 141. 

Miyan §ahib, 66. 

Mocha, 115, 116, 145, 154, 155, 160, 163, 165, 240, 264, 367. 

Monson, Mr., 265. 

Morse, Mr., 127, 176, 177, 178, 179, 260, 265, 283, 308, 309, 361, 373, 384, 
385, 400, 409, 410, 412, 414, 415,. 

Mortan^i Chavadi, 274, 299. 

Muhammad ’All, 224. 

Muhammad ’AH B®g, 144. 

Mnhammad ’ All Khan, 22, 23, 376, .182, 404, 41 1. 

Muhammad Kamal, 34, 295. 

Muhammad Mahfuz Khan — see Mahfiiz Khan. 

Muhammad Shah Padshah, 292, 304. 

MuUanki Kriah^iama Chetti— sec Krishoama Chelti. 

Mnruga Pillai, 5, 7, 8, 10, 49. 

Muttaiya Pillai alias Muttaiyappau, 238, 258, 363, 364, 369, 370, 371, 372, 
373. 

Muttaiya Tirumalai Pillai, 369. 

Muttammal, 363, 364. 

Muttiyaiu Nayakkan, Paiujil, 181, 188, 189, 190, 191, 102. 

Muttu CheWi, 216, 290. 

Muttn Chetti, Bala— see Bala Muttu CheW. 

Muttu Mudali, 33. 

Muttukrishuama Nayakkan, 293. 

Muttukumara Pillai, 13. 

MuttupSttai, 144. 

Hutturama Chetti, Sungu, alws Sungu Kaniau, 54, 01, 94, 96, 97, 99, 100, 
101, 125, 197. 

Mylapors (Mailapdr), 34, 75, 76, 103, 143, 214, 242, 243, 260, 271, 272, 282, 
293, 295, 305, 306, 308, 344, 360, 365, 384, 399. 

Mysore (Maisdi’), 156, 276, 279. 316. 


Nachanna Pillai, 2, 66. 

N%an, 363. 

Nainiyappa Mudali, 151, 152, 400. 
iS'ainiya Pillai, 57, 157, 338, 342. 
Nakshatram Animal alia'. Nakshatram, 288. 
Nallatambi Mudali, 205. 

NJlukottudaiya Tevan, 131. 

Nanda Gopala, 131. 

Nannachi, 4, 32, 327- 
Naratia Bhattan, 115, 116. 
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Ifaranaiyan, 17, 19. 

Naranappa Chetti, 96, 97, 99, 100. 

Naranapuram, 375. 

Narasaiyan, 197. 

Narasappa Mayakkan, 125. 

Narasiaa^a Baja aliai Venkata Xarasinga Raja, 25, 115, 175, 176, 375, 370. 
Narayana Pillai (TTravu), 215, 215, 251, 252, .315, 316. 

Uariyankadu, 260. 

Haiti Pattan, 201. 

Hegapatam (Hagapattanam), 32, .33, 41, 52, 04, 84, 112, 119, 120, 127, 139, 
158, 175, 177, 187, 216, 217, 218, 234, 252, 279, 331, 343, 348, 358, 401, 413, 
415. 

Kellitoppu, 269. 

Neptune (ahipl, 160, 240, 374. 

Nicobar, 226. 

Nllakanta Nayakkan, 393. 

Nizam-ul-mulk, 291, 292, 304. 

Hungambakkaro, 272. 

6rkan(Ji Rangappa Nayakkan — see Rangappa Nayakkan. 

Orleans, Dalce o/(sliip), 415, 416. 

Orme, 407. 

Orry, M., 278, 339, 396, 408. 

Oatend, 180. 

Ozliukarai,120, 121, 148,160,2.32, 201, 265, 269, 274, 277, 309,349. 
Padsha-bandar, 284. 

Pandil Muttiyalu Nayakkan — see Muttiialn Nayakkan, 

Panon, M., 205, 386. 

Papal, 32. 

Papi Chetti, 258. 

Paradis, M., 35, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 114, 160, 192, 193, 194, 202, 208, 
209, 234, 252, 254, 262, 203, 265, 269, 283, 294, 299, 304, 328, 329,’ 33o’ 
331, 332, 342, 353, 358, 360, 305, 366, 374, 383, 386, 387, 398, 412. 
Paratnimada Pillai, 163. 

Pasumarti Singanna Chetti — see Singanna Chetti, 

Parasniama Pillai, Chinna, 13, 214. 

Pedda AJyavar, 115, 116. 

Peddu Chetti, Uttira, 56. 

Peddn Nayakkan, 309. 

Pedro — see Kanakaraya Mudali. 

Pedro Monsse, 317. 

Pega,178, 363. 

Penuar (river), 404. 

Perak, 265. 

Perayan, 294. 

Pereira, Pranoisoo, 374, 373. 
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Periyanna Mudali, V. 

Periyanna NayinM, 228, 233. 

Perumal Chetti, Upputtur, 371. 

Pernmal S ayakkan, 51. 

Peyton, Mr., 113, 166, 107, 169, 413. 

FhSnix (ship), 380. 

Pioha^dl, 393. 

Pilicbapallam, 13. 

Pilla Ghetti, 35, 36. 

Plaisanes, M., 265. 

Point de Galle — see Galle. 

Polfir, 376. 

Pondichery (Pndiichgri), 20, 21, 22, 27,50, 60, 61, 70, 88, 91, 96,97, 102, 
110, 111, 113, 116, 117, 119, 120, 125, 129, 140, 143, 145, 151, 152, 150, 
157, 166, 108. 174, 176, 178, 179, 186, 204, 208, 217, 2J9, 224, 225, 228, 
230, 254, 255, 256, 260, 275, 279, 280, 282, 285, 290, 291, 296, 299, 311, 
331, 332, 334, 338, 339, 346, 347, 348, 349, 350, 357, 358, 300, 261, 362, 
363, 364, 365, 366, 307, 369, 371, 372, 375, 376, 377, 378, 382, 383, 384, 
385, 386, 388, 390, 393, 304, 395, 398, 403, 409, 412, 414. 

Pondichery (ship), 317. 

Ponndchi, 32. 

Poonamallee (PoBdamalai), 272, 293, 295. 

Porte Barr5, du la, M., 408. 

Porto Bello (sloop), 416. 

Porto Novo, 69, 88. 126, 140, 143, 193, 204, 214, 275, 357, 381, 413. 

PrakSsa Mudali, 105, 383. 

Prat5.p Sing Raja, 125. 

Prevostiere, de la, M., 288. 

Princess Marie (ship), 413. 

Puel, M., 317, 343. 

Pulicat (Pazhavlrkadu), 272, 283, 303, 413 

Qaeda, 175, 214, 265. 

Kagava Pandit, 382. 

Eajanna Chetti, 41, 52. 

Eajo Pandit, 228. 

Eamabhadra Eeddi. 181. 

Eamaohandra Aiyan, 50, 318, 320. 

Eamaiyan, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18. 

Eamakrishna Chetti, 148. 

Eamakrishnan, 369. 

Eamakrishna Filial, 131, 132. 

Eamakrishna Sastri, 177. 

Eamalinga Aiyan, 131, 132. 

Eaman 3. 

E£tm6svaram, 26, 181. 
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Bamu CBetti, alias Raman, Muttu — see Mutturamu Chetti. 

Rangaiyan, Kasturi, 35, 238, 315. 

Eangan, 3. 

Rangan, Golla — see Golla Eangan. 

Eanga Pillai, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 13, 35, 3G, 37, 38, 56, 146, 147, 148, 149, 163, 172, 
197, 198. ,, 

Eanga Pillai, Anauda — see Ananda Eanga Pillai. 

Eangappa Chetti — *ee Chinna Tatnbu Rangappa Chetti. 

Eangappa N^akkan, Orkandi, 72, 79, 126, 140, 147, 153, 181, 191. 

EansiO Pandit, 97, 120, 124, 125. 

Eanipettai, 382. 

Eatnaji Pandit, 222. 

Eayal Aiyan, 73, 116. 

Eettai Alagramam, 89. 

Riche, M., 177. 

Robert, il., 361. 

Eonlier, M., 369, 396. 

Eonsseliere Dnbois — see Dubois. 

Sa’adat Bandar, 180. 

Sa’idat Khdn. 49, 92, 93. 

Saijaiyappa Mndali, 193. 

Sadasiva Aiyan, 165, 286. 

Sadasira Piljai, 371. 

Sadras, 386. 

Saidapet (Saidapettai), 263. 

Saiyid ’Ali Khdn, 66. 

Sal&mat (ship), 160. 

Saiyid Fazl Khan, 382. 

Salatu Venkataohala Chetti — see Venkatdchalu Chetti. 

Samaiyan, 41. 

Sama Eao, 338, 340, 341. 

Samba Aiyan, 382. 

Sambu Das, 127, 174, 177, 331. 

Sampati Eao, 67, 179, 382. 

Sankaraparik, 127. 

Sankara Aiyan, 205. 

Scotland, 42, 44. 

Sedai Street, 238. 

Selle, de la, M., 20, 113. 

Serpe.au, M., 337. 

Seshachala Chetti. SungQ, alias Snnguvar, 41, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57,86, 91 
94, 95, 96. 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 196, 362, 363, 373, 403. 

Seshadri Pillai, 2, 66. 

S6sha Aiyangar, 105, 106, 383, 393. 

SStngoswami, 120, 125. 

Shaikh Muhammad Had!, 88. 
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Sinappaiyan, llj 17, 18, 19, 228. 

Singanna Chetti, Pasumarti, 158. 

Singra Chari, 115, 116. 

Sirppai, 308. 

Sitarama Aiyaii, 154. 

Sitarama Sastri, 259 

Sita Venkatachsla Chetti — see Vciikatachala Chetti. 

Siva, 32. 

Sivaganga, 131. 

Sivarama Sastri, 363. 

Smith, Mr., 4*13. 

Srinivasa Chari, 24, 26. 

Srinivasa Pandit, Adakki, 65, 66. 

Srinivasa Pao, 383. 

Sriniv^a Rao, Kanukyoi, 383. 

Srinivasa Swami, 26. 

St. David— Fort St. David. 

St. George — see Fort St. George. 

8t. John, 87, 88. 

St. Louis, 256. 

St. Martin. M., 232. 

St. Paul (church), 8, 13,76, 109, 157, 206, 230, 256, 260, 319, 361, 369, 
370, 372, 

St. Thomas’ Mount, 4C'0, 

St. Thome, 41 0. 

Stephen Veimot— Veimot. 

Stratton, Mr., 309, 312, 407, 411. 

Subbaiyan, Fort, 17, 19, 183, 230, 264, 321, 333. 

Subbaiyan (^French agent), 22, 76, 178, 179, 292, 293, 336. 

Suga Sing, 34, 78, 79, 89, 90, 221, 232, 252, 261, 262, 260, 302, 363, 369. 
Sultanji Appa, 125. 

Snmatra, 415. 

Sundarapandiyanpattanam, 131. 

Snngn Mutturama Chetti, alias Sungu Ramu Chetti — see Mutturama 
Chetti. 

Snngu Seshachala Chetti — see Seshachala Chetti. 

Surat, 18. 37, 40, 106, 187, 217. 

Swaminadhan, 193. 


Tambi Nayinar, 51. 

Tanibicha Mudali, 152. 

Tannppa Mndali, alias Chinna Mudali, alias Lazar Mudali, ahai Lazar, 
5, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 22, 23, 27, 2S, 29, 34, 36. 62. 63. 61, 65, 71, 75, 78, 88, 
80, 90, 91, 92. 93, 106, 114, 115, 138, 139, 141, 142. 140. 147, 148, 149, 
151. 158, 162, 163, 164, 172, 183, 185. 192, 196, 199, 200, 205, 206, 207, 
210, 211, 247, 248, 249, 251, 256, 259, 261, 270, 272, 282, 285. 286, 288, 
289, 304, 308, 311, 338, 339, 342, 356, 358, 359, 376, 404. 
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TauiJdvarayaD, Devaui, 3. 

Tandavaraya Fijlai, 325, 32d, 327. 

Tanjore (Tanjavdr), 33, 33, 120, 124, 125, 120, 133, 132, 329, 347. 

Taql Sahib, 334, 376. 

Tarwidi, 177, 213, 223, 247, 287, 288. 

Tellicherry, 398, 402, 107, 408. 

Tenasserim, 182, 214. 

Tiiomas, Father, 175. 

Tinnevelly ( i'iiunelveli), 269,270, 285. 

Tiruchelvarayan, 5, 24. 

Tirn3r3ranii Ohetti, 90, 91, 94. 

Tiruiriianji, 125. 

Tirukiiazhulrijunram, 299. 

Tirumalai Pillai — see Muttaya. 

Tirumalax Pillai, 263. 

Tirnmalairayanpattanatn, 52. 

Tirupati, 24, 26, 376. 

Tii'uppappuliyAr, 202, 361, 370. 

Tirnppas^-, 295. 

Tirutani, 176. 

Tiruvamdr, 304. 

Tiru-vellacanna— see Triplicaue, 

TiruySadipuraoi, 202. 

TiruvSngada Pillai, alias Tiriiv§nga4am, Kaiikal, 34, 35, 304, li'2, 321. 
TiroTgngaia Pillai, alias Appavu (nepliew of Ananda lianga t'illai), 25, 
327. 

Tiruv5ngada Pillai alias Tiruvengadam (brother of Ananda Eanga Pillai), 
25, 295, 296, 299, 373, 384. ^ 

Tirav§ngada Pillai (father of Ananda Ranga Pillai), 182, 334. 
TiruT§ngada Pillai, Wandiwash, 25, 98, 392. 

Tirnv^ngadapuram, 25. 

Tirnviti Balu Chetti — see Bala Clietti. 

Tiravottasama 5Iadali, 363. 

Tolasinga I’erumal Koyil, 308. 

Tondi, 132. 

Touche, de la, M., 204, 210, 300, 310, 357, *465, 381, 38o, 392. 

Toar, de la, 31., 365, 36G, 385, 387. 

Tranquebar (Tarangambadi), 62, 69, 251. 

Travancore (Tiruvankoda), 358. 

Tricbinopoly (Tiruchinapalli), 70, 71, 238, 347, 375, 

Trincomalee (Tirokonamalai), 139, 153, 158, 167, 168, 171, 266, 41 
Trine xnamalla — see Trincomalee. 

Triplicane (Tiruvallikkcni), 308, 409, 411. 

Turkey, 178, 306. 

Taticorin iTuttukkudi), 270, 273, 286. 

Tyaga .3iyan, 393. 

Tyagavalli, 363, 371. 
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Udaiyarpalaiyam, 120, 124. 

TJndaree, 1’, 409. 

Uravu Narayanan — .«e« Narayana Filial. 

TJtratnalWr, 66. 

Uttira Feddu Chetti — see Peddu Chety. 

TadakkuTattam, 392. 

Vala Marfcanda Raja, 358. 

Valikondapiiram, 221, 222. 

Vail Muhammad, 295. 

Van4ipalaiyam, 128. 

VannipSttu, 382. 

Vanfir, 13. 

Varada Aiyangar, 116. 

Varlim, 109. 

Vaa.'idSva Pandit, 220, 320, 321, 335, 336. 

Vaahudavfir, 89, 121, 181, 232, 233, 235, 236, 296, 299, 300, 301, 363, 364, 
369, 372^ 

VSdapuri Isu'aran, 57, 321, 370. 

VSdarapiyain, 60. 

Veimot, Stephen, 413. 

Velamuri Venkataiynu — see Veukataiyan. 

VSlayuda Chetti, 35. 

Vellore (VSldr), 253. 

Venkat&chala Aiyan, 70, 71, 393. 

Tenkalichala Chetti, Sita, 55, 100, lOl. 

Venkatachala Chetti, Salatu, 95, 172, 207. 

Venkatdohalam, 263. 

Venkatachala Pillai, 4, 194. 

Venkata Dikshatar, 65 , 67. 

Venkatagiri, 23- 

Veukataiyan, Velainnri, 90, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 9.9, 100, 101, 196, 197 
Venkata Eao, 65. 

Veukatammal p5ltai.370, 371. 

Venkatanaranappa Aiyan, Knlasekarani, 315, 327. 

Venkata Narasinga Raja — see Narasinga Raja. 

Venkatardma Chetti, Addapalli, 125. 

Venkatesa Aiyan, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, 48. 

Venkuteswara Swami, 24. 

Vermont, M., 204. 

Vidya Chand, 382. 

Vikrapandi, 180. 

Villebagne — see Mahe de la Vilhbague. 

Villiyanalltir, 50, 120, 121, 126, 227,235,290. 

Vincens, li., 271. 

Vinson, M., 151, 308, 369. 

Vira Chetti, 131, 205, 207. 
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VJra Chetti, Kangipati, 2i7. 

Vlra Mudali, 288. 

Vii’3. Nayakkan, 371. 

Virar%ava Chefti, 17, 97. 

Vishnu, 51, 205. 

Vital Pandlit, 125. 

Vizagapatam ( Visagapattanam), 309. 
Wake, Mr., 4.11, 4.12, 414. 

Vachama Kajakkan, 23. 

Zuhur Khan, 136. 





